
portland folk music society
portland folk music society is a vibrant organization dedicated to promoting and preserving the
rich heritage of folk music in the Portland area. Established with the mission to foster community
engagement through traditional and contemporary folk music, the society serves as a hub for
musicians, enthusiasts, and audiences alike. This article explores the history, activities, and impact
of the Portland folk music society, highlighting its role in nurturing local talent and enriching the
cultural landscape. From regular concerts and workshops to community events and educational
programs, the society offers a broad spectrum of opportunities for folk music appreciation.
Additionally, the society’s commitment to inclusivity and cultural diversity has helped sustain folk
traditions while encouraging innovation. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the
Portland folk music society’s origins, events, membership benefits, and contributions to the local
music scene.

History and Mission of the Portland Folk Music Society

Programs and Events Organized by the Society

Membership and Community Involvement

Impact on the Local Folk Music Scene

Resources and Educational Opportunities

History and Mission of the Portland Folk Music Society

The Portland folk music society was founded to preserve and promote folk music traditions in
Portland, Oregon, a city known for its rich musical culture. The society’s origins date back several
decades, emerging from a grassroots movement of musicians and folk enthusiasts seeking to create
a supportive network. Its mission centers on celebrating the diversity of folk music genres, including
traditional ballads, bluegrass, Celtic tunes, and contemporary folk styles. By providing platforms for
both established and emerging artists, the society aims to keep the folk heritage alive and accessible
to new generations.

Founding Principles and Objectives

The core objectives of the Portland folk music society include fostering community through shared
musical experiences, encouraging artistic collaboration, and educating the public about folk music’s
historical and cultural significance. These principles guide all society activities and serve as a
foundation for its long-term sustainability.



Evolution Over the Years

Since its inception, the society has expanded its reach and adapted to changing musical trends while
maintaining a strong connection to traditional roots. This evolution has enabled it to remain relevant
and influential within the regional arts community.

Programs and Events Organized by the Society

The Portland folk music society hosts a variety of programs and events designed to engage
audiences and musicians alike. These activities not only showcase talent but also create
opportunities for learning and cultural exchange.

Regular Concert Series

One of the hallmarks of the Portland folk music society is its regular concert series featuring local,
national, and international folk artists. These concerts often take place in intimate venues that foster
a close connection between performers and audiences, enriching the listening experience.

Workshops and Educational Sessions

In addition to performances, the society organizes workshops that teach instrumental skills, vocal
techniques, and songwriting. These sessions cater to various skill levels, from beginners to advanced
musicians, and contribute to the educational mission of the organization.

Community Festivals and Gatherings

Community-focused events such as folk festivals and jam sessions provide informal environments
where participants can share music and stories. These gatherings strengthen social bonds and
encourage ongoing participation in the folk music tradition.

Membership and Community Involvement

Joining the Portland folk music society offers numerous benefits for individuals passionate about folk
music. Membership fosters a sense of belonging and provides access to exclusive resources and
events.



Membership Benefits

Discounted or free admission to concerts and workshops

Access to member-only events and social gatherings

Opportunities to participate in volunteer activities

Subscription to newsletters and updates on folk music news

Networking with musicians and fellow enthusiasts

Volunteer and Participation Opportunities

The society encourages members to actively contribute through volunteering roles such as event
coordination, marketing, and community outreach. This involvement helps sustain the organization
and fosters a collaborative environment.

Impact on the Local Folk Music Scene

The Portland folk music society plays a pivotal role in enriching the local music ecosystem by
supporting artists and cultivating audiences. Its influence extends beyond entertainment to cultural
preservation and community development.

Support for Local Artists

By providing performance opportunities and promotional platforms, the society helps local folk
musicians gain exposure and build their careers. This support is critical in sustaining a vibrant local
music culture.

Promotion of Cultural Diversity

The society actively embraces diverse folk traditions from various ethnic and cultural backgrounds,
thereby broadening the scope of its programming and fostering greater cultural understanding
within the community.



Community Building Through Folk Music

Through its events and initiatives, the Portland folk music society creates inclusive spaces where
people from all walks of life can connect over shared musical interests, strengthening community
ties and enhancing social cohesion.

Resources and Educational Opportunities

The Portland folk music society offers a wealth of resources aimed at educating both musicians and
audiences about the history, theory, and practice of folk music.

Archives and Library Access

Members and researchers can access a collection of recordings, songbooks, and historical
documents that provide insight into the evolution of folk music locally and globally.

Online Learning and Digital Content

The society has embraced digital platforms to offer online workshops, tutorials, and recorded
performances, expanding its educational reach beyond geographic limitations.

Collaborations with Schools and Cultural Institutions

Partnerships with educational institutions and cultural organizations help integrate folk music
education into broader curricula and community programs, ensuring ongoing appreciation and
understanding of this musical heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Portland Folk Music Society?
The Portland Folk Music Society is a community-based organization dedicated to promoting and
preserving folk music and dance in the Portland area through concerts, dances, workshops, and
educational programs.



When was the Portland Folk Music Society founded?
The Portland Folk Music Society was founded in 1967 to support and encourage folk music and
dance in the Portland, Oregon community.

What types of events does the Portland Folk Music Society
host?
The society hosts a variety of events including monthly concerts, contra dances, workshops, jam
sessions, and special folk music festivals.

How can I become a member of the Portland Folk Music
Society?
You can become a member by signing up on their official website, which typically involves paying an
annual membership fee to support their activities and receive benefits like discounted event tickets.

Where are Portland Folk Music Society events usually held?
Events are often held at local community centers, dance halls, and theaters in the Portland area,
such as the Community Music Center and other venues suited for live folk music and dance.

Does the Portland Folk Music Society support local folk
musicians?
Yes, the society actively supports local musicians by featuring them in concerts, providing
performance opportunities, and fostering a community where folk artists can connect and
collaborate.

Are Portland Folk Music Society events family-friendly?
Many of the society's events are family-friendly, especially their dances and workshops, encouraging
people of all ages to enjoy and participate in folk music and dance traditions.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of the Cascades: The Portland Folk Music Society Story
This book delves into the rich history of the Portland Folk Music Society, chronicling its origins and
evolution over the decades. It highlights key events, influential musicians, and the society's role in
preserving and promoting folk traditions in the Pacific Northwest. Readers gain insight into the
cultural impact of the society within Portland and beyond.

2. Strings and Stories: Folk Music's Heartbeat in Portland
A captivating exploration of Portland’s vibrant folk music scene, this book focuses on the artists and
community members who have kept folk music alive through the Portland Folk Music Society. It
combines personal anecdotes, interviews, and historical context to paint a vivid picture of the
society’s influence. The narrative celebrates the enduring spirit of folk music and its power to bring



people together.

3. Portland Folk Revival: From Barn Dances to Concert Halls
Tracing the folk revival movement in Portland, this volume showcases how the Portland Folk Music
Society played a pivotal role in transitioning folk music from informal gatherings to formal venues.
The book features profiles of prominent musicians and details the society’s efforts in organizing
festivals, workshops, and concerts. It serves as a testament to the thriving folk culture in the city.

4. Voices of the Northwest: Portland Folk Music Society Anthology
An anthology compiling songs, lyrics, and stories from members of the Portland Folk Music Society,
this book offers readers a direct connection to the music and traditions of the area. It includes
historical notes and commentary on the significance of each piece. The collection celebrates the
diversity and creativity found within the society’s community.

5. Folk Roots in Portland: A Cultural Tapestry
This book examines the broader cultural and social influences that shaped the Portland Folk Music
Society, placing it within the context of local history and community movements. It explores how folk
music intersected with social activism, storytelling, and community building in Portland. The work
highlights the society’s role as both a musical and cultural institution.

6. Campfire Songs and City Streets: Portland's Folk Music Journey
Focusing on the grassroots origins of folk music in Portland, this book narrates the journey from
informal campfire gatherings to organized society events. It captures the warmth and communal
spirit that define the Portland Folk Music Society. Through vivid storytelling, readers experience the
evolution of folk music traditions in an urban setting.

7. Strings Across the Willamette: Portland Folk Music Society Celebrated
An illustrated celebration of the Portland Folk Music Society’s milestones, this book combines
photographs, essays, and musician testimonials. It documents the society’s ongoing commitment to
fostering folk music appreciation and education. The visual and narrative elements together provide
a comprehensive overview of the society’s impact.

8. The Folk Music Tapestry: Portland’s Musical Heritage
This comprehensive study highlights the diverse influences that contribute to Portland’s folk music
scene, with a special focus on the Portland Folk Music Society’s role in weaving these threads
together. It discusses regional styles, immigrant contributions, and the blending of traditional and
contemporary sounds. The book serves as both a historical record and a musical guide.

9. Harmony in the Pacific Northwest: The Portland Folk Music Society Legacy
Focusing on the legacy and future of the Portland Folk Music Society, this book reflects on decades
of musical collaboration and community engagement. It includes interviews with longtime members,
event organizers, and local artists. The narrative underscores the society’s enduring mission to
nurture folk music and inspire new generations.
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  portland folk music society: A New History of American and Canadian Folk Music Dick
Weissman, 2019-09-05 Building on his 2006 book, Which Side Are You On?, Dick Weissman's A New
History of American and Canadian Folk Music presents a provocative discussion of the history,
evolution, and current status of folk music in the United States and Canada. North American folk
music achieved a high level of popular acceptance in the late 1950s. When it was replaced by
various forms of rock music, it became a more specialized musical niche, fragmenting into a
proliferation of musical styles. In the pop-folk revival of the 1960s, artists were celebrated or
rejected for popularizing the music to a mass audience. In particular the music seemed to embrace a
quest for authenticity, which has led to endless explorations of what is or is not faithful to the
original concept of traditional music. This book examines the history of folk music into the 21st
century and how it evolved from an agrarian style as it became increasingly urbanized.
Scholar-performer Dick Weissman, himself a veteran of the popularization wars, is uniquely qualified
to examine the many controversies and musical evolutions of the music, including a detailed
discussion of the quest for authenticity, and how various musicians, critics, and fans have defined
that pursuit.
  portland folk music society: Discovering Folk Music Stephanie P. Ledgin, 2010-02-09 From
Ani DiFranco to Bob Dylan to Woodie Guthrie, American folk music comprises a truly diverse and
rich tradition—one that's almost impossible to define in broad terms. This book explains why folk
music is still highly relevant in the digital age. From indigenous music to Pete Seeger and Bruce
Springsteen singing This Land Is Your Land side-by-side at the pre-inaugural concert for our first
African American president, folk music has been at the center of America's history. Thomas Jefferson
wooed his bride-to-be with fiddle playing. Stephen Foster captured the mood of our country in
transition. The Carter Family adapted music from across the pond to Appalachia. Paul Robeson
carried folk music of many lands to the world stage. Woody Guthrie's dust bowl ballads spoke to the
common man, while Sixties protest music put folk on the map, following the Kingston Trio's hit, Tom
Dooley. Folk music has evolved with America's changing landscape, celebrating its multi-cultural
traditions. From Irish step dancers to rap, parlor songs to Dixieland, blues to classical, Discovering
Folk Music presents the genre as surprisingly diverse, every bit the product of our national melting
pot. Demonstrating continuing relevance of folk music in our everyday lives, the book spotlights an
amazing array of personalities, with special emphasis on the folk revival era when Dylan, Baez,
Odetta, and Peter, Paul and Mary sang out. These and others influenced such contemporary
performers as Shawn Colvin and Ani DiFranco. Those on today's fringes of folk scene continue to
look to these deep roots while embracing alternative sounds. Included are interviews with such
legendary artists as Janis Ian, Tom Paxton, and Jean Ritchie. Nora Guthrie, Woody's daughter, also
weighs in. Discovering Folk Music is a ground-breaking look at 21st-century folk music in our rapidly
changing digital world, family friendly while ripe for rediscovery by the Woodstock generation.
  portland folk music society: Publications of the American Folklife Center , 1977
  portland folk music society: Understanding the Music Business Richard Weissman,
2015-09-30 Understanding the Music Business offers students a current overview of the music
business. Going beyond what most music business texts offer, Weismann delivers a contemporary
approach that addresses the unanswered questions for today's music students, such as, Is it really
possible to make a living as musician? Understanding the Music Business covers the basics in the
first part of the text. This first section deals with the fundamentals of the industry, including
recording, music publishing, agents, managers, radio and television, unions, the internet and new
technology, and regional and international music markets. However, it is the second half of the text
that breaks new ground by covering the career paths of new artists in the industry, the development
and need for entrepreneurial skills, and the ways that individuals forge careers in the industry.
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  portland folk music society: Publication , 1991
  portland folk music society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  portland folk music society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2003
  portland folk music society: Pierre Key's Music Year Book , 1926
  portland folk music society: Pierre Key's International Music Year Book , 1928
  portland folk music society: Annual Report National Endowment for the Arts, 1995 Reports
for 1980-19 also include the Annual report of the National Council on the Arts.
  portland folk music society: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170 (c) of
the Internal Revenue Code of ... , 1991
  portland folk music society: Understanding the Music Business Dick Weissman,
2017-05-12 In today’s fast-moving music industry, what does it take to build a life-long career? Now
more than ever, all those working in music need to be aware of many aspects of the business, and
take control of their own careers. Understanding the Music Business offers students a concise yet
comprehensive overview of the rapidly evolving music industry, rooted in real-world experiences.
Anchored by a wealth of career profiles and case studies, this second edition has been updated
throughout to include the most important contemporary developments, including the advent of
streaming and the shift to a DIY paradigm. A new Both Sides Now feature helps readers understand
differing opinions on key issues. Highly readable, Understanding the Music Business is the perfect
introduction for anyone seeking to understand how musical talents connect to making a living.
  portland folk music society: Musical Courier and Review of Recorded Music , 1916
  portland folk music society: Folklife Sourcebook Peter Bartis, 1994
  portland folk music society: Music and Musicians , 1929
  portland folk music society: The Folk Handbook John Morrish, 2007-07 Many of the great
songs that have inspired performers around the world in the last 50 years come from the English
folk song tradition. This book provides words and melodies for nearly 100 songs, along with an
exploration of their history and meaning, the context in which they arose, and their value to writers
and performers around the world.
  portland folk music society: The Academy and Literature , 1905
  portland folk music society: A Music Journal , 1929
  portland folk music society: The Academy , 1905
  portland folk music society: Musical Courier , 1908 Vols. for 1957-61 include an additional
(mid-January) no. called Directory issue, 1st-5th ed. The 6th ed. was published as the Dec. 1961
issue.
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