porsche from risky business

porsche from risky business is an iconic vehicle that has captured the
imagination of car enthusiasts and movie fans alike since its appearance in
the 1983 film "Risky Business." The sleek, vintage Porsche 928 became
synonymous with the movie’s daring and stylish tone, solidifying its place in
automotive and pop culture history. This article explores the significance of
the Porsche from Risky Business, the specifications of the wvehicle, its
impact on the Porsche brand, and its legacy in film and automotive circles.
Understanding the background and details of this car provides insight into
why it remains an enduring symbol decades after the film’s release. From its
design and performance to its cultural influence, the Porsche from Risky
Business continues to be celebrated by collectors and enthusiasts worldwide.
The following sections will cover the car’s history, technical features, role
in the movie, and its ongoing significance.

e History of the Porsche from Risky Business

Technical Specifications and Features
e The Porsche in Risky Business: Cinematic Impact

e Legacy and Cultural Influence

Collectibility and Market Value

History of the Porsche from Risky Business

The Porsche featured in Risky Business is a Porsche 928, a grand touring
sports car introduced by Porsche in 1977. The 928 was developed as a luxury
alternative to the iconic Porsche 911, blending high performance with comfort
and practicality. By the time Risky Business was filmed in the early 1980s,
the 928 had gained recognition for its distinctive design and engineering
innovations. The particular model used in the movie was a 1979 Porsche 928,
notable for its sleek lines and advanced technology for the era.

This model was chosen to reflect the youthful, rebellious spirit of the
film’'s protagonist, played by Tom Cruise, and to complement the movie’s
themes of risk and adventure. The car’s smooth curves and futuristic
aesthetics made it stand out on screen, contributing to its status as a
cinematic icon. The Porsche 928 was produced until 1995, but its appearance
in Risky Business remains one of its most famous moments in popular culture.

Development Background

The Porsche 928 was designed to be a high-performance grand tourer, combining
the power of a sports car with the comfort of a luxury vehicle. Porsche’s
engineers aimed to create a model that could replace the 911, featuring a
front-engine layout with a powerful V8 engine. The 928’s design included
innovative features such as pop-up headlights and a transaxle for balanced
weight distribution.



Significance in the Early 1980s

During the early 1980s, the Porsche 928 was considered a status symbol among
affluent car buyers. Its blend of performance, style, and innovation made it
a desirable choice for those seeking a premium driving experience. The
selection of the 928 for Risky Business reflected this cultural status and
helped cement the car’s image as a symbol of youthful ambition and
sophistication.

Technical Specifications and Features

The Porsche from Risky Business, specifically the 1979 Porsche 928, boasts a
range of technical specifications that highlight its advanced engineering.
This grand touring coupe combined power, handling, and luxury to deliver a
unique driving experience that stood out among sports cars of its time.

Engine and Performance

The 1979 Porsche 928 was equipped with a 4.5-liter V8 engine producing
approximately 219 horsepower. This engine was capable of propelling the car
from 0 to 60 mph in around 6.5 seconds, impressive for its era and class. The
V8 configuration provided smooth power delivery and a distinctive exhaust
note, enhancing the driving experience.

Design and Handling

The Porsche 928 featured a front-engine, rear-wheel-drive layout with a
transaxle design that improved weight distribution and handling balance. Its
hydropneumatic suspension system offered a comfortable yet sporty ride, while
the wide, low-profile tires and advanced braking system contributed to
precise control and safety.

Interior and Comfort Features

Inside, the 928 was designed with luxury and driver comfort in mind. The
cabin included leather upholstery, power windows, and air
conditioning—features that were considered high-end at the time. The car's
spacious interior and ergonomic seating made it suitable for long-distance
touring as well as spirited driving.

4.5L V8 engine with 219 horsepower

0-60 mph acceleration in approximately 6.5 seconds

e Front—-engine, rear-wheel-drive layout with transaxle

Hydropneumatic suspension for comfort and handling

e Luxurious interior with leather seats and power amenities



The Porsche in Risky Business: Cinematic Impact

The Porsche from Risky Business is arguably one of the most memorable cars in
film history. Its role in the movie not only showcased the vehicle’s
aesthetic appeal but also contributed significantly to the narrative and
characterization. The car symbolized freedom, status, and the recklessness of
youth, aligning perfectly with the film’s themes.

Iconic Scenes Featuring the Porsche

Throughout Risky Business, the Porsche 928 is prominently featured in scenes
that emphasize the protagonist’s adventurous spirit and coming-of-age
journey. The famous sequence where Tom Cruise’s character slides across the
floor in socks is immediately followed by shots of the Porsche, reinforcing
the association between the car and youthful rebellion. The vehicle is used
as a symbol of aspiration and independence throughout the film.

Impact on Moviegoers and Fans

The appearance of the Porsche from Risky Business captivated audiences and
helped elevate the car’s status among enthusiasts and collectors. The film’s
success and the car’s prominent screen time created a lasting impression,
making the Porsche 928 a symbol of 1980s pop culture. This association has
endured, with many fans seeking out the model as a collector’s item or simply
as a nostalgic reminder of the era.

Legacy and Cultural Influence

The Porsche from Risky Business has transcended its role as a mere movie prop
to become a cultural icon. Its influence extends beyond automotive circles,
impacting fashion, music, and lifestyle trends associated with the 1980s. The
car remains a symbol of luxury, ambition, and the thrill of risk-taking.

Influence on Automotive Enthusiasm

The film’'s portrayal of the Porsche 928 sparked interest in the model among a
broader audience. It helped shift perceptions of Porsche wvehicles,
highlighting the brand’s ability to combine performance with everyday
usability. Enthusiasts often cite the Risky Business Porsche as a key
inspiration for their appreciation of grand touring cars.

Representation in Media and Popular Culture

Over the years, the Porsche from Risky Business has been referenced and
celebrated in various forms of media, including television shows,
documentaries, and automotive magazines. Its iconic status is reinforced
through retrospectives on 1980s culture and the golden age of Hollywood
sSports cars.



Collectibility and Market Value

The Porsche 928 from Risky Business has become a highly sought-after
collectible, with its value influenced by its cinematic legacy and the
overall desirability of the model. Collectors prize well-maintained examples
that retain original features and provenance connected to the film.

Factors Affecting Collectibility

Several factors contribute to the collectibility of the Porsche from Risky
Business, including:

e Historical significance due to its appearance in the film

Condition and originality of the vehicle
e Rarity of the specific model year and trim

e Documentation and provenance linking it to the movie

General market trends for vintage Porsche models

Current Market Trends

As of recent years, the market for classic Porsche 928s has shown steady
appreciation, with particularly strong interest in models associated with
notable cultural moments like Risky Business. Collectors and enthusiasts are
willing to pay premium prices for cars that combine performance heritage with
cinematic fame, ensuring the Porsche from Risky Business remains a valuable
and desirable asset.

Frequently Asked Questions

What model of Porsche was featured in the movie
'Risky Business'?

The Porsche 928 was the model featured in the 1983 film 'Risky Business.'

Why is the Porsche from 'Risky Business' considered
iconic?

The Porsche 928 became iconic due to its prominent role in 'Risky Business, '
symbolizing youthful rebellion and success, especially in the famous scene
where Tom Cruise's character slides across the floor in his socks.

Did the Porsche 928 in 'Risky Business' have any
special modifications?

No significant modifications were made to the Porsche 928 for the film; it



was presented in its original form to highlight its luxury and performance
appeal.

How did the Porsche 928 contribute to Tom Cruise's
character development in 'Risky Business'?

The Porsche 928 symbolized Joel Goodson's transition from a sheltered
teenager to a more daring and confident individual exploring adulthood.

Is the Porsche 928 from 'Risky Business' a
collectible car today?

Yes, due to its cultural significance and association with the film, the
Porsche 928 has become a sought-after collector's car among enthusiasts.

What year was the Porsche 928, featured in 'Risky
Business, ' manufactured?

The Porsche 928 featured in 'Risky Business' was a late 1970s to early 1980s
model, aligning with the film's 1983 release.

Did the appearance of the Porsche in 'Risky Business'
impact Porsche's popularity?

Yes, the film helped boost the Porsche 928's visibility and desirability,
contributing to its enduring legacy in automotive culture.

Where can fans see the Porsche 928 from 'Risky
Business' today?

The original Porsche 928 used in 'Risky Business' 1s occasionally displayed
at car shows, museums, or private collections, though it is not regularly on
public exhibit.

Are there any memorable scenes involving the Porsche
in 'Risky Business'?

One of the most memorable scenes is when Tom Cruise's character drives the
Porsche 928, showcasing the car's sleek design and performance, reinforcing
the film's themes of freedom and risk-taking.

Additional Resources

1. Porsche and the Cinema: The Iconic Car in Film

This book explores the relationship between Porsche vehicles and their
appearances in cinema, with a special focus on the 1983 film "Risky
Business." It examines how the sleek design and performance of Porsche cars
have made them symbols of status and freedom in movies. The book includes
behind-the-scenes stories and interviews from filmmakers and car enthusiasts.

2. Risky Business: The Porsche 928 and the Making of a Classic
Delving into the specific Porsche model featured in "Risky Business," this



book covers the history and engineering of the Porsche 928. It discusses how
the car's unique features contributed to its selection for the film and its
impact on Porsche's brand image. The book also highlights the cultural
significance of the 928 during the 1980s.

3. Fast Cars, Risky Moves: The Role of Porsche in 80s Pop Culture

This title explores the broader cultural context of Porsche cars in the
1980s, focusing on their portrayal in movies, music videos, and
advertisements. It analyzes how "Risky Business" helped cement Porsche's
reputation as the ultimate young professional's car. The book also includes
photos and commentary on other notable Porsche appearances from the decade.

4. The Art of the Porsche: Design and Innovation

Focusing on Porsche's design philosophy and technological advancements, this
book touches upon models like the 928 featured in "Risky Business." It offers
insights into the engineering challenges Porsche overcame to stay ahead in
the luxury sports car market. Readers will find detailed illustrations and
design sketches alongside commentary from Porsche designers.

5. Risky Business and the Rise of the 80s Supercar

This book contextualizes "Risky Business" within the era of rising supercars,
highlighting Porsche's role in defining luxury and performance. It discusses
how the film's portrayal of the Porsche 928 influenced car enthusiasts and
buyers alike. The narrative also includes comparisons with other supercars of
the time and their appearances in popular media.

6. Porsche Legends: From Racing Tracks to Hollywood

Covering Porsche's storied history in motorsports and entertainment, this
book includes a chapter on "Risky Business" and its famous Porsche scenes. It
illustrates how Porsche's racing pedigree translates into its appeal on the
big screen. The book features rare photographs, racing stories, and Hollywood
anecdotes.

7. The Porsche 928 Story: Engineering a Legend

A deep dive into the development and legacy of the Porsche 928, this book
explains why the model was revolutionary for its time. It includes details
about its selection for "Risky Business" and how the car's performance
aligned with the film's themes. Enthusiasts will appreciate technical
specifications and restoration tips.

8. Risky Business Revisited: Cars and Culture in the 1980s

This cultural study examines the impact of "Risky Business" beyond its
narrative, focusing on the symbolism of the Porsche 928 in the movie. It
discusses the intersection of consumer culture, youth identity, and
automotive branding in the 1980s. The book offers a critical perspective on
how cars like Porsche shaped and reflected societal values.

9. Behind the Wheel: Porsche’s Influence on American Film

This title investigates how Porsche vehicles have been used in American films
to convey themes of wealth, freedom, and rebellion, with "Risky Business" as
a case study. It analyzes cinematic techniques and character development
linked to the presence of Porsche cars. Interviews with film directors and
automotive historians provide depth to the discussion.
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