
port townsend marine science center
port townsend marine science center stands as a vital institution dedicated to marine
education, research, and conservation in the Pacific Northwest. Located in the coastal city
of Port Townsend, Washington, the center offers a unique blend of hands-on learning
experiences, scientific inquiry, and community engagement focused on the diverse marine
ecosystems of the region. This article explores the center’s mission, educational programs,
research initiatives, public outreach efforts, and its role in promoting sustainable marine
stewardship. By delving into the facilities and activities of the Port Townsend Marine
Science Center, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how this organization
contributes to environmental awareness and marine science advancement. The center
serves as a hub where students, researchers, and the general public can connect with
marine life and understand the importance of protecting ocean habitats. The following
sections provide a detailed overview of the center’s key components and impact.
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Overview and Mission of Port Townsend Marine
Science Center
The Port Townsend Marine Science Center is a nonprofit organization committed to
marine education and environmental stewardship. Established to foster a deeper
understanding of marine ecosystems, the center focuses on the unique coastal and marine
environments of the Salish Sea and Puget Sound. Its mission emphasizes inspiring
curiosity, advancing science, and promoting conservation through interactive programs
and community involvement. The center strives to connect people of all ages to the marine
world by providing access to scientific resources and experiential learning opportunities.
By bridging the gap between scientific research and public knowledge, the Port Townsend
Marine Science Center plays a crucial role in raising awareness about the ecological
challenges facing marine habitats in the Pacific Northwest.

Educational Programs and Community



Engagement
Education is a cornerstone of the Port Townsend Marine Science Center’s activities,
offering a wide range of programs designed to engage learners from early childhood
through adulthood. These programs aim to cultivate environmental literacy and foster an
appreciation for marine biology and ecology.

School and Youth Programs
The center provides tailored educational experiences for school groups, including field
trips, classroom visits, and hands-on workshops. Students have the opportunity to explore
tide pools, dissect marine organisms, and participate in citizen science projects. These
programs align with state science standards and are designed to inspire the next
generation of marine scientists and conservationists.

Public Workshops and Lectures
For the broader community, the Port Townsend Marine Science Center offers lectures,
workshops, and seminars led by marine biologists and environmental experts. Topics
cover a variety of subjects such as marine biodiversity, oceanography, climate change
impacts, and sustainable fishing practices. These events encourage community dialogue
and promote lifelong learning.

Volunteer and Internship Opportunities
The center actively involves volunteers and interns in its educational and research
projects. These opportunities provide hands-on experience in marine science,
environmental education, and conservation, helping participants develop practical skills
and professional connections in the field.

Interactive field trips for K-12 students

Summer camps focused on marine ecology

Public lecture series on current marine science topics

Volunteer programs supporting education and research

Research and Scientific Initiatives
Research conducted at the Port Townsend Marine Science Center is integral to its mission
of advancing marine science knowledge. The center collaborates with universities,
government agencies, and other research institutions to study marine organisms and



habitats in the Salish Sea region.

Marine Biodiversity Studies
Scientists affiliated with the center conduct surveys and monitoring programs to
document species diversity and abundance. These studies help identify changes in marine
populations and inform conservation strategies. Focus areas include intertidal zones,
estuaries, and subtidal habitats.

Water Quality and Habitat Monitoring
The center participates in long-term monitoring of water quality parameters such as
temperature, salinity, and pollutant levels. This data supports efforts to understand
environmental stressors affecting marine ecosystems and guides restoration projects.

Citizen Science Collaborations
Engaging the public in research, the Port Townsend Marine Science Center organizes
citizen science initiatives where community members collect data on marine species and
environmental conditions. This collaborative approach enhances scientific research while
fostering public stewardship.

Marine Conservation and Sustainability Efforts
Conservation is a fundamental aspect of the Port Townsend Marine Science Center’s work.
The organization advocates for sustainable marine resource management and habitat
protection to preserve the health of local marine environments.

Habitat Restoration Projects
The center leads and supports restoration efforts aimed at rehabilitating degraded aquatic
habitats, such as eelgrass beds and shellfish reefs. These projects enhance biodiversity,
improve water quality, and provide critical nursery areas for fish and invertebrates.

Public Awareness Campaigns
Through educational outreach and community events, the center raises awareness about
threats like pollution, overfishing, and climate change. Emphasizing the importance of
responsible behaviors, the center promotes practices that reduce human impact on marine
ecosystems.



Sustainable Seafood Initiatives
The Port Townsend Marine Science Center encourages sustainable seafood consumption
by educating the public about responsible fishing practices and supporting local fisheries
that prioritize ecological balance.

Restoration of native marine habitats

Promotion of pollution reduction strategies

Advocacy for science-based fisheries management

Community events focused on conservation awareness

Facilities and Visitor Experience
The Port Townsend Marine Science Center offers an inviting and educational environment
for visitors to explore marine science firsthand. Its facilities include interactive exhibits,
aquariums, and outdoor learning spaces designed to engage diverse audiences.

Exhibit Galleries
The center features interpretive exhibits showcasing local marine species, ecosystems,
and the science behind marine research. Displays highlight the region’s natural history
and the challenges facing marine habitats.

Touch Tanks and Aquariums
Visitors can interact with live marine animals through touch tanks and aquarium displays,
providing tactile and visual learning experiences. These exhibits foster curiosity and a
personal connection to marine life.

Outdoor Exploration Areas
The center’s outdoor spaces include tide pools, shoreline access, and trails that facilitate
direct observation of marine environments. Guided tours and educational signage enhance
visitor understanding of coastal ecology.

Interactive educational exhibits

Hands-on touch tank experiences



Access to natural coastal habitats

Guided tours and interpretive programs

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Port Townsend Marine Science Center?
The Port Townsend Marine Science Center is an educational and research facility
dedicated to marine science, located in Port Townsend, Washington. It offers exhibits,
programs, and research opportunities focused on the marine environment of the Pacific
Northwest.

What types of exhibits can I see at the Port Townsend
Marine Science Center?
Visitors can explore interactive exhibits featuring local marine life, touch tanks with tide
pool animals, aquariums, and displays about marine ecosystems, conservation, and
oceanography.

Does the Port Townsend Marine Science Center offer
educational programs?
Yes, the center provides a variety of educational programs for all ages, including school
field trips, summer camps, workshops, lectures, and community events focused on marine
science and environmental stewardship.

Can I volunteer or intern at the Port Townsend Marine
Science Center?
Yes, the center offers volunteer and internship opportunities for individuals interested in
marine science education, research, and conservation efforts.

What research activities are conducted at the Port
Townsend Marine Science Center?
The center conducts research on local marine ecosystems, including studies of shellfish,
marine mammals, water quality, and habitat restoration to support conservation and
sustainable management.

Is the Port Townsend Marine Science Center involved in



marine conservation?
Absolutely, the center actively promotes marine conservation through public education,
habitat restoration projects, and partnerships with local organizations to protect marine
biodiversity.

Where is the Port Townsend Marine Science Center
located?
The center is located in Port Townsend, Washington, on the northeastern tip of the
Olympic Peninsula, with waterfront access to the Puget Sound.

Are there any seasonal events or special programs at the
Port Townsend Marine Science Center?
Yes, the center hosts seasonal events such as marine-themed festivals, guided beach
walks, citizen science projects, and special lectures to engage the community throughout
the year.

How can I support the Port Townsend Marine Science
Center?
Support can be given through donations, memberships, volunteering, participating in
fundraising events, or attending programs and workshops offered by the center.

Is the Port Townsend Marine Science Center family-
friendly?
Yes, the center is family-friendly, offering hands-on exhibits and activities suitable for
children and adults, making it an engaging educational destination for families.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring Marine Life at Port Townsend Marine Science Center
This book offers an in-depth look at the diverse marine ecosystems surrounding Port
Townsend. It highlights the unique species found in the area and the center’s efforts in
marine research and conservation. Readers will find engaging photographs and detailed
descriptions of tidal pools, estuaries, and coastal habitats.

2. Seashore Adventures: A Guide to Port Townsend’s Intertidal Zones
Designed for families and educators, this guide introduces the fascinating intertidal zones
around Port Townsend. It explains the science behind tide changes and the creatures that
thrive in these habitats. Hands-on activities and observation tips encourage readers to
explore and respect marine environments.

3. Marine Conservation Initiatives at Port Townsend
This book delves into the various conservation projects spearheaded by the Port Townsend



Marine Science Center. It discusses the challenges facing local marine life, such as
pollution and climate change, and outlines community-driven solutions. Case studies
demonstrate successful restoration and protection efforts.

4. The Ecology of the Puget Sound: Insights from Port Townsend
Focusing on the broader Puget Sound region, this volume explores the interconnectedness
of marine ecosystems with insights gathered from research at Port Townsend. It covers
topics like water quality, species interactions, and habitat preservation. The book serves
as a comprehensive resource for students and environmentalists alike.

5. Citizen Science and Marine Research in Port Townsend
Highlighting the role of citizen scientists, this book showcases how local volunteers
contribute to marine research at the center. It details projects such as species monitoring
and data collection, emphasizing community engagement. Readers learn how public
participation enhances scientific understanding and conservation.

6. Marine Biology for Young Explorers: Port Townsend Edition
Tailored for young readers, this book introduces basic marine biology concepts using
examples from Port Townsend’s coastal waters. Colorful illustrations and simple
explanations make complex topics accessible. Interactive quizzes and fun facts encourage
curiosity and learning about marine science.

7. Port Townsend’s Coastal Habitats: From Shoreline to Sea
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the various coastal habitats found near
Port Townsend, including estuaries, salt marshes, and rocky shores. It discusses the
importance of each habitat in supporting biodiversity and maintaining ecological balance.
The book also highlights the center’s research and educational programs.

8. Impact of Climate Change on Port Townsend Marine Ecosystems
Focusing on environmental changes, this book examines the effects of global warming,
ocean acidification, and sea-level rise on the marine life around Port Townsend. It presents
scientific data and projections, alongside mitigation and adaptation strategies promoted
by the marine science center. The narrative encourages awareness and action.

9. Hands-On Marine Science: Activities from Port Townsend Marine Science Center
A practical resource for educators and parents, this book compiles interactive marine
science activities inspired by the center’s educational programs. It includes experiments,
fieldwork ideas, and creative projects designed to deepen understanding of marine
biology. Step-by-step instructions make it easy to bring marine science to life at home or
in the classroom.

Port Townsend Marine Science Center
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  port townsend marine science center: Internship with the Port Townsend Marine
Science Center Tessara Couch, 2008
  port townsend marine science center: Port Townsend Marine Science Center Jan Lea
Holmes, 1993
  port townsend marine science center: Moon Pacific Coast Highway Road Trip Victoriah
Arsenian, 2015-12-22 Explore the scenic coastlines of Washington, Oregon, and California with
detailed driving routes. Includes advice on the best places to stop along the way to eat, sleep, and
exlpore.
  port townsend marine science center: Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response
Program , 2009
  port townsend marine science center: Easy Weekend Getaways from Seattle: Short
Breaks in the Pacific Northwest (1st Edition) (Easy Weekend Getaways) Anna Katz,
2019-06-11 A weekend warrior’s guide to the best expeditions within striking distance of Seattle
Seattle is one of the most rapidly growing cities in the United States, and while there’s plenty to
explore in the Emerald City, sometimes residents just need to get away from it all. Lush green
forests perfect for hiking, tiny islands, charming fishing villages, and even British Columbia’s most
authentic Chinese food, are all accessible within a few hours’ drive from the bustling metropolis.
Easy Weekend Getaways from Seattle guides both travelers and Seattleites alike through their next
weekend expedition. Whether you want to do serious hiking and biking, visit breweries, or tour
locations from Twin Peaks or Twilight, this guidebook suggests a variety of destinations and travel
tips for people of all interests planning their next weekend getaway in the Pacific Northwest.
Chapters cover foodie getaways, romantic mini-breaks, the great outdoors, and quiet time, with
perfectly curated itineraries to match your travel mood.
  port townsend marine science center: Lonely Planet Western USA Anthony Ham, 2022-11
Lonely Planet�s Western USA is your passport to the most relevant, up-to-date advice on what to see
and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Cruise down coastal highways, soak up Seattle�s
culture, or be awestruck by the Grand Canyon; all with your trusted travel companion. Get to the
heart of Western USA and begin your journey now! Inside Lonely Planet�s Western USA Travel
Guide: Up-to-date information - all businesses were rechecked before publication to ensure they are
still open after 2020�s COVID-19 outbreak NEW top experiences feature - a visually inspiring
collection of [destination�s] best experiences and where to have them Improved planning tools for
family travelers - where to go, how to save money, plus fun stuff just for kids Color maps and images
throughout Highlights and itineraries help you tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests
Insider tips to save time and money and get around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots
Essential info at your fingertips - hours of operation, websites, transit tips, prices Honest reviews for
all budgets - eating, sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks
miss Cultural insights give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience - history, people, music,
landscapes, wildlife, cuisine, politics Over 40 maps Covers Rocky Mountains, Southwest, California,
Pacific Northwest, and more The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet�s Western USA, our most
comprehensive guide to Western USA, is perfect for both exploring top sights and taking roads less
traveled. Looking for more extensive coverage? Check out Lonely Planet�s USA for a comprehensive
look at all the country has to offer. About Lonely Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media
company, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler since 1973.
Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and phrasebooks for 120
languages, and grown a dedicated, passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our
content online, and in mobile apps, videos, 14 languages, armchair and lifestyle books, ebooks, and
more, enabling you to explore every day. 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' �
New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveler's hands. It's on
mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how
to travel the world.' � Fairfax Media (Australia)



  port townsend marine science center: Citizen Science, Communication, and Expertise
Nicholas Wehner, 2011
  port townsend marine science center: Moon Pacific Northwest Road Trip Allison
Williams, 2021-08-03 Buckle up for the best of the PNW's breathtaking wilderness, eclectic cities,
and quaint coastal towns with Moon Pacific Northwest Road Trip. Inside you'll find: Multiple Routes:
Take the full two-week trip or mix and match suggestions for spending time in the Olympic
Peninsula, Seattle, Portland, the Oregon Coast, Vancouver, and more Eat, Sleep, Stop and Explore:
With lists of the best hikes, views, and more, you can venture through lush rainforest in search of
towering waterfalls, race across sand dunes on the Oregon Coast, and kayak the Puget Sound.
Marvel at totem poles carved by First Nation tribes in Vancouver, study the contemporary
masterpieces at the Seattle Art Museum, or tour Oregon's collection of picturesque lighthouses.
Indulge in a food truck feast in Portland, sample cheese and ice cream in Tillamook, or snack on
authentic Canadian poutine Maps and Driving Tools: Over 30 easy-to-use maps keep you oriented on
and off the highway, along with site-to-site mileage, driving times, detailed directions, and full-color
photos throughout Local Insight: Native Washingtonian and outdoorswoman Allison Williams shares
her favorite spots and experiences in the Pacific Northwest Planning Your Trip: Know when and
where to get gas, how to avoid traffic, tips for driving in different road and weather conditions, and
suggestions for LGBTQ+ travelers, seniors, and road trippers with children With Moon Pacific
Northwest Road Trip's flexible itineraries and practical tips for weekend getaways or a complete
PNW escape, you're ready to fill up and hit the road! Looking to explore more of the West on
wheels? Try Moon Pacific Coast Highway Road Trip! Doing more than driving through? Check out
Moon Coastal Oregon or Moon Olympic Peninsula. About Moon Travel Guides: Moon was founded in
1973 to empower independent, active, and conscious travel. We prioritize local businesses, outdoor
recreation, and traveling strategically and sustainably. Moon Travel Guides are written by local,
expert authors with great stories to tell—and they can't wait to share their favorite places with you.
For more inspiration, follow @moonguides on social media.
  port townsend marine science center: Moon Washington Matthew Lombardi, 2016-07-19 Join
travel writer and Seattle resident Matthew Lombardi for an unforgettable experience. With his
unique perspective and advice you can trust, Moon Washington has everything you need to know to
have a more personal and memorable experience. Moon Washington tells you what you need to
know to plan the perfect trip for you. Take a tasting tour through Washington's up-and-coming wine
country, explore the food and theater-filled metropolis of Seattle, and trek into the vibrant paradise
created by Washington's mountains, rivers, islands and sounds. Along with itineraries such as “Day
Trips from Seattle” and “Wine and Waterfalls: Colombia River Gorge and Wine Country”, Lombardi
includes advice on recreation in every season, including hiking, kayaking, skiing, and
whale-watching. With expertly crafted maps and gorgeous photos, this full-color guidebook gives you
the tools you need to have an immersive and unique experience. Moon Washington includes areas
such as: Seattle Olympic Peninsula and the Coast San Juan Islands and North Puget Sound North
Cascades Mount Rainier and the South Cascades Colombia River Gorge and Wine Country Eastern
Washington Find the Moon guide that best suits your trip! Exploring the Pacific Northwest? Try
Moon Oregon, Moon Coastal Oregon, or Moon Olympic Peninsula. Road-tripping along the coast?
Check out Moon Pacific Coast Highway Road Trip.
  port townsend marine science center: Great Places: Washington John Kruse, 2009-06 A
recreational guide to Washington's public lands and historic places for birding, hiking, photography,
fishing, hunting, and camping.
  port townsend marine science center: Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary:
Appendices United States. Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management. Sanctuaries and
Reserves Division, 1993
  port townsend marine science center: Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary:
Environmental impact statement United States. Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management. Sanctuaries and Reserves Division, 1993



  port townsend marine science center: Washington Off the Beaten Path® , 2019-07-01
Washington Off the Beaten Path features the things travelers and locals want to see and
experience––if only they knew about them. From the best in local dining to quirky cultural tidbits to
hidden attractions, unique finds, and unusual locales, Washington Off the Beaten Path takes the
reader down the road less traveled and reveals a side of Washington that other guidebooks just don't
offer.
  port townsend marine science center: Washington Off the Beaten Path® Chloe Ernst,
2013-04-02 Chloë Ernst is the author of Day Trips from Seattle and Scenic Driving Atlantic Canada
(both Globe Pequot Press).
  port townsend marine science center: Lonely Planet USA Lonely Planet, 2020-04-01 Lonely
Planet: The world's number one travel guide publisher Lonely Planet's USA is your passport to the
most relevant, up-to-date advice on what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you.
Gaze into the mile-deep chasm of the Grand Canyon, hang ten on an iconic Hawaiian wave, and let
sultry southern music and food stir your soul - all with your trusted travel companion. Get to the
heart of the USA and begin your journey now! Inside Lonely Planet's USA: NEW pull-out,
passport-size 'Just Landed' card with Wi-Fi, ATM and transportation info - all you need for a smooth
journey from airport to hotel Colour maps and images throughout Highlights and itineraries help you
tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests Insider tips to save time and money and get
around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Essential info at your fingertips - hours of
operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips, prices Honest reviews for all budgets - eating,
sleeping, sightseeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural insights
give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience - history, people, music, landscapes, wildlife,
cuisine, politics Covers New England, New York, the Mid-Atlantic, Florida, the South, Great Lakes,
Great Plains, Texas, Rocky Mountains, Southwest, Pacific Northwest, California, Alaska, Hawaii, and
more The Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet's USA is our most comprehensive guide to the USA, and is
perfect for discovering both popular and off-the-beaten-path experiences. About Lonely Planet:
Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company and the world's number one travel guidebook
brand, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveller since 1973.
Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and grown a dedicated,
passionate global community of travellers. You'll also find our content online, and in mobile apps,
video, 14 languages, nine international magazines, armchair and lifestyle books, eBooks, and more.
'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on
everyone's bookshelves, it's in every traveler's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's
everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' - Fairfax Media
(Australia) eBook Features: (Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable PDF and
offline maps prevent roaming and data charges Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and
reviews Add notes to personalise your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip between pages
Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities get you to key pages in a flash Embedded links to
recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and images Inbuilt dictionary for quick referencing
Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the images found in the
physical edition.
  port townsend marine science center: Best Places to Stay in the Pacific Northwest Marilyn
McFarlane, M. J. Cody, 2000 Whether travelers are looking for a romantic getaway or a family
vacation, this Best Places to Stay title provides accurate and up-to-date information for Washington,
Oregon, Idaho, and British Columbia.
  port townsend marine science center: Moon Olympic Peninsula Jeff Burlingame, 2015-06-16
Discover endlessly explorable terrain, miles of rugged coastline, and a diverse array of rainforests,
lakes, waterfalls with Moon Olympic Peninsula. Inside you'll find: Flexible, strategic itineraries from
a weekend in Olympic National Park to a week-long adventure on the peninsula Must-sees and
unique experiences: Hike through wild elk habitats, dig for clams in the wet coastal sand, and soak
your tired muscles in the remote Olympic Hot Springs. Kayak beneath snow-topped mountain peaks,



fish the abundant rivers, and indulge in local delicacies like Dungeness crab. Wander through the
intoxicating Hoh Rain Forest, hike the many trails of Olympic National Park, camp beneath starry
skies, or relax with a glass of local Washington wine Local insight from Washington-born journalist
Jeff Burlingame on when to go, where to stay, and what to bring Practical advice on how to get
around the Olympic Peninsula, plus how to get there from nearby cities like Seattle and Tacoma
Full-color photos and detailed, easy-to-use maps throughout Thorough information, including
background on the landscape, wildlife, climate, and local culture With Moon Olympic Peninsula's
expert advice and local know-how, you can plan your trip your way. Staying in the great outdoors?
Try Moon Pacific Northwest Camping, Moon Oregon Camping, or Moon Washington Camping.
Exploring more of the Pacific Northwest? Try Moon Oregon, Moon Washington, or Moon Seattle.
  port townsend marine science center: The Last Wilderness Murray Morgan, 2019-06-03
Murray Morgan’s classic history of the Olympic Peninsula, originally published in 1955, evokes a
remote American wilderness “as large as the state of Massachusetts, more rugged than the Rockies,
its lowlands blanketed by a cool jungle of fir and pine and cedar, its peaks bearing hundreds of miles
of living ice that gave rise to swift rivers alive with giant salmon. Drawing on historical research and
personal tales collected from docks, forest trails, and waterways, Morgan recounts vivid adventures
of the area’s settlers—loggers, hunters, prospectors, homesteaders, utopianists, murderers,
profit-seekers, conservationists, Wobblies, and bureaucrats—alongside stories of coastal first
peoples and striking descriptions of the peninsula’s wildlife and land. Freshly redesigned and with a
new introduction by poet and environmentalist Tim McNulty, this humor-filled saga and landmark
love story of one of the most formidably beautiful regions of the Pacific Northwest will inform and
engage a new generation of readers.
  port townsend marine science center: Moon Olympic Peninsula: With Olympic National Park
Jeff Burlingame, Moon Travel Guides, 2024-02-06 Charming small towns, verdant rainforests, rocky
coastline, and mountain meadows: experience the surreal beauty and endless adventure of the
Pacific Northwest with Moon Olympic Peninsula. Inside you'll find: Flexible itineraries, from a
weekend in Olympic National Park to a weeklong tour of the peninsula Must-see highlights and
unique experiences: Tour the oldest lighthouse on the Puget Sound, explore Kurt Cobain's
hometown, or immerse yourself in the region's rich maritime history. Dig for a dinner of fresh razor
clams and savor fresh-caught Dungeness crab. Stroll through a fragrant lavender farm, shop for
unique handcrafted goods, or peruse small-town galleries for local art. Sample one-of-a-kind red
blends and fruit wines or kick back with a local brew and some jazz music The best hikes of the
Olympic Peninsula: Find your adventure with hike descriptions, directions, difficulty ratings, and
elevation gains Outdoor adventures: Wander through the ethereal Hoh Rain Forest, marvel at the
panoramic views from Hurricane Ridge, or hike through the old-growth forests of Olympic National
Park. Take a waterfall-filled backpacking trek through the Sawtooth Mountains, camp on the banks
of the Skokomish River, and soak in the restorative waters of the Olympic Hot Springs. Spot
hundreds of species of birds on the largest natural sand spit in the world or study starfish and sea
stacks on the rugged northern coast Local insight from Washington-born journalist Jeff Burlingame
on when to go, where to stay, and what to bring Full-color photos and detailed maps throughout
Helpful background on the landscape, wildlife, climate, and local culture, plus tips for getting
around the peninsula With Moon Olympic Peninsula's practical tips and expert advice, you can plan
your trip your way. Want more of the great outdoors? Try Moon Washington Hiking. Exploring the
Pacific Northwest? Try Moon Coastal Oregon or Moon Columbia River Gorge & Mount Hood. About
Moon Travel Guides: Moon was founded in 1973 to empower independent, active, and conscious
travel. We prioritize local businesses, outdoor recreation, and traveling strategically and sustainably.
Moon Travel Guides are written by local, expert authors with great stories to tell—and they can't
wait to share their favorite places with you. For more inspiration, follow @moonguides on social
media.
  port townsend marine science center: Moon Pacific Coast Highway Road Trip Victoriah
Arsenian, 2016-01-19 Hit the Road with Moon Travel Guides! The PCH is an epic journey: 1,700



miles of vibrant cities, lively coastal towns, and dramatic cliffs, all bordered by the glittering Pacific
Ocean. Inside Moon Pacific Coast Highway Road Trip you'll find: Maps and Driving Tools: 48
easy-to-use maps keep you oriented on and off the highway, along with site-to-site mileage, driving
times, and detailed directions for the entire route Eat, Sleep, Stop and Explore: You'll know exactly
what you'll want to do at each stop with lists of the best hikes, views, and more. Coast by fields of
golden California poppies or stop at a seaside grill in Santa Barbara for the best chicharrón and Baja
fish tacos you've ever tasted. Marvel at the mystical evergreen giants of the Pacific Northwest, or
dance down rainbow-colored streets in San Francisco's Castro district Itineraries for Every Traveler:
Drive the entire two-week route or follow suggestions for spending time in in Seattle, Portland, San
Francisco, Los Angeles, and San Diego Local Expert: Born-and-bred Californian Victoriah Arsenian
shares her love of adventure with you Planning Your Trip: Know when and where to get gas, how to
avoid traffic, tips for driving in different road and weather conditions, and suggestions for LGBTQ
travelers, seniors, and road trippers with kids With Moon Pacific Coast Highway Road Trip's
practical tips, detailed itineraries, and insider's view, you're ready to fill up the tank and hit the
road. Looking to explore more of America on wheels? Try Moon California Road Trip or Moon Pacific
Northwest Road Trip! Doing more than driving through? Check out Moon California or Moon
Seattle.
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