portland state university accounting

portland state university accounting offers a comprehensive educational experience for students
aspiring to excel in the field of accounting. As a prominent program within the university’s School of
Business, it equips learners with essential knowledge, practical skills, and ethical understanding
necessary for successful careers in accounting and finance. Portland State University’s accounting
curriculum integrates foundational theories with contemporary industry practices, preparing graduates
for roles in public accounting, corporate finance, government agencies, and nonprofit organizations.
This program is designed to accommodate diverse student needs, including undergraduates,
graduates, and working professionals seeking certification or advanced expertise. In this article, the
key aspects of Portland State University accounting will be explored, including degree offerings, faculty
expertise, career opportunities, and the benefits of studying accounting at this institution. The following
sections provide an in-depth overview of the program’s structure, admission requirements, and unique

features.
¢ Overview of Portland State University Accounting Program
e Degree Programs and Curriculum
¢ Faculty and Resources
e Career Opportunities and Professional Preparation

¢ Admissions and Enrollment Process

¢ Student Support and Extracurricular Activities



Overview of Portland State University Accounting Program

The Portland State University accounting program is housed within the School of Business
Administration, recognized for its rigorous academic standards and commitment to student success.
The program emphasizes a blend of theoretical knowledge and applied skills, ensuring graduates are
well-prepared to meet the demands of the accounting profession. Students benefit from a curriculum
that covers critical areas such as financial accounting, managerial accounting, auditing, taxation, and
information systems. The program also highlights ethical considerations and regulatory environments

that shape the accounting landscape.

Program Mission and Goals

The mission of Portland State University accounting is to deliver high-quality education that fosters
analytical thinking, technical proficiency, and ethical responsibility. The goals include preparing
students for professional certifications such as CPA (Certified Public Accountant), CMA (Certified
Management Accountant), and other industry-recognized credentials. The program aims to develop
graduates who contribute effectively to their organizations and communities through sound financial

decision-making and accountability.

Industry Relevance and Accreditation

Portland State University’s accounting program maintains accreditation from reputable bodies, ensuring
alignment with national standards for accounting education. This accreditation enhances the program’s
credibility and assures students that their degree meets professional criteria. The curriculum is
regularly updated to reflect changes in accounting standards, tax laws, and emerging technologies,

providing students with current and relevant knowledge applicable to real-world scenarios.



Degree Programs and Curriculum

Portland State University offers several degree options in accounting, including undergraduate and
graduate programs tailored to different career stages and goals. The curriculum is designed to build
foundational skills before advancing to specialized topics, enabling students to develop a

comprehensive understanding of accounting principles and practices.

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

The Bachelor of Science in Accounting program provides a solid foundation in accounting and
business principles. Core courses include financial accounting, managerial accounting, auditing,
taxation, and business law. Students also take supporting courses in economics, statistics, and
information systems to enhance their analytical capabilities. The program typically requires completion

of general education requirements alongside accounting-specific classes.

Master of Science in Accounting

The Master of Science in Accounting is designed for students seeking advanced knowledge to
enhance their career prospects or fulfill CPA exam requirements. This graduate program offers in-
depth study in areas such as advanced auditing, taxation strategies, financial reporting, and accounting
information systems. The curriculum also incorporates research methods and ethical standards critical

for leadership roles in accounting.

Certificate and Continuing Education Programs

For professionals and working students, Portland State University offers certificate programs and

continuing education courses focused on specialized areas of accounting. These programs provide
flexibility and targeted skill development in areas such as tax preparation, forensic accounting, and
managerial accounting. They serve as valuable resources for career advancement and professional

development.



Faculty and Resources

The quality of education in Portland State University accounting is supported by a team of experienced
faculty members with diverse expertise in accounting, finance, and business management. Faculty
members are active in research, consulting, and professional organizations, bringing contemporary

insights into the classroom.

Experienced and Credentialed Faculty

Faculty members hold advanced degrees such as PhDs and CPAs, and many have extensive
professional experience in public accounting firms, corporate finance departments, and government
agencies. Their combined academic and practical knowledge enriches the learning environment and
provides students with mentorship opportunities. Faculty engagement extends beyond teaching to

include student advisement, research collaboration, and career guidance.

State-of-the-Art Learning Facilities

Portland State University provides modern classrooms and technology resources tailored to accounting
education. Students have access to computer labs equipped with accounting software, databases, and
analytical tools essential for mastering contemporary accounting practices. The university’s library and

online resources further support research and study needs.

Career Opportunities and Professional Preparation

Graduates of Portland State University accounting are well-positioned to enter diverse career paths in
the accounting field. The program’s emphasis on practical skills, ethical standards, and professional
readiness ensures that students can successfully compete in the job market and pursue certification

exams.



Career Paths for Graduates

Common career destinations for Portland State University accounting graduates include:

Public Accounting Firms (audit, tax, consulting)

Corporate Accounting and Finance Departments

¢ Government and Regulatory Agencies

Nonprofit Organization Accounting

Forensic Accounting and Fraud Examination

Financial Analysis and Advisory Services

CPA Exam Preparation and Support

The program offers specialized courses and resources to help students prepare for the CPA exam, a
critical credential for many accounting professionals. This includes review sessions, practice exams,
and guidance on meeting the educational requirements for CPA licensure. The university’s career
services also assist students with internship placements and networking opportunities within the

accounting community.

Admissions and Enroliment Process

Admission to the Portland State University accounting program follows the general university
application procedures with additional considerations for business and accounting majors. Prospective

students must demonstrate academic readiness and meet prerequisite requirements.



Undergraduate Admissions

Applicants to the Bachelor of Science in Accounting program need to submit official transcripts,
standardized test scores (if applicable), and complete general admission forms. The program values
strong performance in mathematics and business-related coursework. Transfer students must meet

specific criteria to receive credit for prior accounting classes.

Graduate Admissions

Admission to the Master of Science in Accounting requires a bachelor’s degree, preferably in
accounting or a related field. Applicants must provide transcripts, letters of recommendation, and a
statement of purpose. Some programs may require GRE or GMAT scores. Work experience in

accounting can be advantageous but is not always mandatory.

Student Support and Extracurricular Activities

Portland State University accounting students benefit from various support services and extracurricular

opportunities that enhance their academic experience and professional development.

Academic Advising and Tutoring

The School of Business provides dedicated academic advisors who assist students in course selection,
degree planning, and career exploration. Tutoring services are available for accounting courses to help

students overcome challenging topics and improve their understanding.

Student Organizations and Networking

Active student organizations, such as the Accounting Club and Beta Alpha Psi, offer networking

events, guest lectures, and community service projects. These groups provide platforms for students to



connect with peers, alumni, and industry professionals, fostering relationships that support career

advancement.

Internships and Experiential Learning

The program encourages participation in internships and cooperative education opportunities with local
businesses and accounting firms. These experiences allow students to apply classroom knowledge in

real-world settings, gain practical skills, and build professional resumes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What accounting programs are offered at Portland State University?

Portland State University offers a Bachelor of Science in Accounting as well as a Master of
Accountancy (MAcc) program designed to prepare students for careers in public accounting, corporate

accounting, and auditing.
Is the accounting program at Portland State University accredited?
Yes, Portland State University's accounting program is accredited by the Association to Advance

Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), which is a hallmark of excellence in business education.

Does Portland State University provide internship opportunities for
accounting students?

Yes, Portland State University has strong connections with local businesses and public accounting

firms, offering numerous internship opportunities to accounting students to gain practical experience.



What career services are available for accounting students at Portland
State University?

Portland State University provides career counseling, resume workshops, networking events, and job

fairs specifically tailored to accounting students to help them secure employment after graduation.

Can Portland State University accounting graduates sit for the CPA

exam®?

Yes, the accounting curriculum at Portland State University meets the educational requirements for

students to sit for the Certified Public Accountant (CPA) exam in Oregon and many other states.

Are there student organizations related to accounting at Portland

State University?

Yes, Portland State University has student organizations such as the Accounting Club and Beta Alpha
Psi, which offer networking, professional development, and leadership opportunities for accounting

students.

What are the job placement rates for accounting graduates from
Portland State University?

Portland State University reports competitive job placement rates for its accounting graduates, with
many students securing positions in public accounting firms, corporate finance departments, and

government agencies within six months of graduation.

Additional Resources

1. Financial Accounting Fundamentals at Portland State University

This book provides a comprehensive introduction to financial accounting principles tailored for Portland



State University students. It covers essential topics such as the accounting cycle, financial statements,
and basic reporting standards. The text includes examples and case studies relevant to the local

business environment, aiding students in understanding practical applications.

2. Managerial Accounting Concepts for PSU Students

Designed specifically for Portland State University’s accounting curriculum, this book explores
managerial accounting techniques used in decision-making processes. Topics include budgeting, cost
behavior, and performance evaluation. Real-world scenarios from Portland-area companies help

contextualize the material for students.

3. Intermediate Accounting: A Portland State University Perspective

This intermediate-level textbook dives deeper into accounting standards and financial reporting, with a
focus on the frameworks taught at PSU. It emphasizes current Generally Accepted Accounting
Principles (GAAP) and the impact of financial regulations. Students will find detailed exercises that

reflect challenges faced by regional businesses.

4. Accounting Information Systems at Portland State University

Focusing on the integration of accounting and information technology, this book addresses how
information systems support accounting processes. PSU students will learn about system design, data
management, and internal controls with practical examples from local organizations. The book also

discusses emerging trends in accounting technology.

5. Auditing and Assurance Services: Portland State University Edition
This text introduces auditing principles and procedures, tailored to the PSU accounting program. It
covers risk assessment, audit planning, and ethical considerations in the auditing profession. Case

studies include audits of companies within the Portland metropolitan area to enhance relevance.

6. Taxation Principles for Portland State University Accounting Students
Providing an overview of federal and state taxation, this book is geared toward PSU students focusing
on tax accounting. It explains individual and corporate tax regulations, filing requirements, and tax

planning strategies. Local tax laws and recent legislative changes are highlighted to ensure up-to-date



knowledge.

7. Ethics in Accounting: A Portland State University Approach

This book explores the ethical challenges faced by accounting professionals, with a framework aligned
to PSU’s values and standards. Topics include professional responsibility, fraud prevention, and
regulatory compliance. Students engage with case studies reflecting ethical dilemmas in the Portland

business community.

8. Cost Accounting Techniques at Portland State University

Focusing on cost measurement and control, this book provides PSU students with methodologies for
managing manufacturing and service costs. It covers job order costing, activity-based costing, and
variance analysis. Examples from Oregon industries illustrate the application of cost accounting in real

business settings.

9. Advanced Financial Reporting: Portland State University Insights

This advanced text examines complex financial reporting issues, including consolidation, foreign
currency transactions, and lease accounting. Tailored for Portland State University’s upper-level
accounting courses, the book integrates theoretical concepts with practical examples from multinational
corporations operating in the Pacific Northwest. It prepares students for professional accounting

challenges.
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Baldo, Jesse Dillard, Maria-Gabriella Baldarelli, Massimo Ciambotti, 2020-03-31 This book addresses
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accounting and reporting regimes. Intended for a diverse audience, the book allows readers to gain
a better understanding of the topics, encourages dialogue and debate, and stimulates innovation in
scholarship, policy and practice.

portland state university accounting: The Routledge Handbook of Behavioural
Accounting Research Theresa Libby, Linda Thorne, 2025-04-29 The Routledge Handbook of
Behavioural Accounting Research covers a full range of theoretical, methodological, and statistical
approaches relied upon by behavioural accounting researchers, giving the reader a good grounding
in both theoretical perspectives and practical applications. Behavioural research is broadly defined
as research focused at the individual or small group level, drawing mainly on theories from
psychology. It is well established in the social sciences and has flourished in the field of accounting
in recent decades. This updated edition maintains the structure of the original handbook and
includes all the original chapters which have been revised to reflect the current and evolving
emphasis on the theories and tools employed in behavioural research and applied to the research in
the accounting domain. In addition to the updated original chapters, eight new chapters have been
included reflecting the expansion of the topics, theories, and methodologies and presenting
developmental advice for behavioural accounting researchers. The new topic and theory chapters
include chapters outlining our progress in research on the accounting for sustainability, language
effects in financial disclosures, advances in policy-related research in financial accounting, the
impact of algorithms and artificial intelligence, and the role of data analytics and data visualization
on decision-making in accounting and auditing. Two additional method chapters include a primer on
Hayes PROCESS models in mediation and moderation as well as a new chapter outlining best
practices in the design and implementation of experiential questionnaires. Finally, a chapter has
been added providing guidance and advice on responding to reviewers’ comments to complement
the first-edition chapter on preparing a review. This book is a vital introduction for advanced
doctoral students in behavioural accounting research as well as a valuable resource for established
behavioural accounting researchers, providing a comprehensive guide to the development and
implementation of a behavioural accounting research project.

portland state university accounting: Research on Professional Responsibility and Ethics in
Accounting Cynthia Jeffrey, 2011-06-01 Focuses on the professional responsibilities of accountants
and how they deal with the ethical issues they face. This title features articles on a range of
important topics, including professionalism, social responsibility, ethical judgment, and
accountability.

portland state university accounting: Advances in Accounting Behavioral Research
Vicky Arnold, 2006-06-05 Presents an empirical research in accounting theory. This book includes
content that crosses into the fields of applied psychology, sociology, management science, and
economics.

portland state university accounting: Advances in Accounting Education Bill Schwartz,
Anthony H. Catanach Jr., 2009-09-01 Helps meet the needs of faculty members interested in ways to
improve their classroom instruction. This title includes articles that emphasize pedagogy that is
explaining how faculty members can improve their teaching methods or how accounting units can
improve their curricula/programs.

portland state university accounting: Modern Auditing William C. Boynton, Raymond N.
Johnson, 2005-08-19 Known in the academic market for its clear writing style and accessibility, this
extensive revision focuses on auditor decision making and the auditor?s role in providing assurance
about the integrity of the financial reporting system. This is particularly important in light of the
recent events involving WorldCom, Enron, Xerox, Aldelphia, Tyco, Waste Management, and other
recent incidents that have questioned the quality of work in the auditing profession. Intended for a
junior- or senior-level course in auditing or assurance services taught at most four-year schools.

portland state university accounting: Advances in Accounting Education Bill N. Schwartz,
Anthony H. Catanach]Jr., 2008-06-27 Explains how faculty members can improve their teaching
methods or how accounting units can improve their curricula/programs.



portland state university accounting: Auditing Raymond N. Johnson, Laura D. Wiley, Robyn
Moroney, Fiona Campbell, Jane Hamilton, 2021-10-05 Data analytics and emerging technology tools
continue to evolve the business world, and employers expect new skillsets from graduates. Prepare
your students to meet the rapidly changing demands of the workforce and become the future
auditors and accounting professionals of tomorrow with Auditing: A Practical Approach with Data
Analytics, 2nd Edition. In order to develop job-ready skills, students need to have a thorough
understanding of auditing applications and procedures. Auditing, 2nd Edition helps students learn
core auditing concepts efficiently and spark effective learning through integrated assessment
learning that builds students' confidence and strengthens their ability to make connections between
topics and real-world application. Throughout the course, students work through a practical,
case-based approach with a decision-making focus, all within a real-world context with the Cloud 9
continuing case, Audit Decision Cases, and Audit Decision-Making Examples. These cases and
resources help students learn to think critically within the auditing context and refine the
professional judgement and communication skills needed to make real business decisions auditors
face every day. With Auditing: A Practical Approach with Data Analytics you will be able to help
students develop a deeper understanding of auditing procedures and learn how to perform a
real-world audit, stay up-to-date on the latest audit standards technology tools, and develop the key
skills to become the auditors of tomorrow.

portland state university accounting: Sustainability Accounting and Accountability Delphine
Gibassier, Jeffrey Unerman, 2010-12-14 This exciting book is one of the first textbooks in the fast
growing area of sustainability accounting. Contributed to, and edited by an impressive array of
internationally renowned authorities, it focuses on the use of sustainability accounting both as an
external accountability mechanism (external reporting) and as a tool for helping managers assess
and manage the social and environmental impacts of their operations (management accounting).
Using real-life examples and case studies to emphasize the links between the conceptual basis and
issues in practice, this outstanding book addresses the growing interest among both practitioners
and academics in social, environmental and ethical accountability, as interpreted through the lens of
sustainable development.

portland state university accounting: Advances in Management Accounting John Y. Lee,
Marc J. Epstein, 2000 This publication offers well-developed articles on a variety of topics in
management accounting. Featured in recent volumes are articles on the practice and research of
management accounting in the 21st century, and the drivers of customer and corporate profitability.

portland state university accounting: Management Control Theory A.]. Berry, ].
Broadbent, D.T. Otley, 2019-05-23 First published in 1998, this volume of readings provides an
overview of the development of the study of Management Control theory over the past 35 years. The
period encompasses the publication of a major and seminal text by Anthony and Dearden in 1965,
which acted as a touchstone in defining the range and scope of management control systems. This
laid management control’s foundations in accounting-based mechanisms of control, an element
which has been seen as both a strength and a constraint. A good deal of work has followed,
providing both a development of the tradition as well as a critique. In this volume we attempt to
provide a range of readings which will illustrate the variety of possibilities that are available to
researchers, scholars and practitioners in the area. The readings illustrate the view that sees control
as goal directed and integrative. They go on to explore the idea of control as adaption, consider its
relationship with social structure and survey the effects of the interplay between the organisation
and the environment. The essays included are not intended to lead the reader through a
well-ordered argument which concludes with a well reasoned view of how management control
should be. Instead it seeks to illustrate the many questions which have been posed but not answered
and to open up agendas for future research.

portland state university accounting: Corporate Social Responsibility Kathryn Haynes,
Alan Murray, Jesse F. Dillard, 2013 This volume sets the agenda for a developing field of thought
from a variety of perspectives from academia, policy, business and the professions. Articulating



current thinking, each subject is represented by a scholarly presentation, together with responses
from other researchers and practitioners in the field. The book explores and critiques corporate
social responsibility (CSR) goals and national, organizational and managerial strategies, whilst
reviewing the importance, sustainability and long term value of CSR practice to corporations and
civil society.

portland state university accounting: The Age of Heretics Art Kleiner, 2008-10-03 In this
second edition of his bestselling book, author Art Kleiner explores the nature of effective leadership
in times of change and defines its importance to the corporation of the future. He describes a heretic
as a visionary who creates change in large-scale companies, balancing the contrary truths they can’t
deny against their loyalty to their organizations. The Age of Heretics reveals how managers can get
stuck in counterproductive ways of doing things and shows why it takes a heretical point of view to
get past the deadlock and move forward.

portland state university accounting: Recent Developments in Individual and
Organizational Adoption of ICTs Yildiz, Orkun, 2020-08-28 In recent years, information and
communication technologies (ICTs) have gained significant importance and become vital to the
operations of both organizations and individuals. However, there are numerous factors that have
affected the adoption of ICTs including access and accessibility barriers, political participation, and
social empowerment. This has attracted the attention of researchers who are interested in
understanding the socioeconomic influences of ICT adoption and how these technologies impact the
infrastructure of modern organizational activities. Recent Developments in Individual and
Organizational Adoption of ICTs is a collection of innovative research on the methods of
organizational and infrastructural advancement through the application of information and
communication technologies. While highlighting topics including internet banking, supply chain
management, and e-government services, this book is ideally designed for managers, researchers,
policymakers, politicians, business practitioners, educators, decision scientists, strategists, and
students seeking current research on the socioeconomic impact of ICT adoption.

portland state university accounting: Social Sustainability Veronica Dujon, Jesse Dillard,
Eileen M. Brennan, 2013-08-21 How can we raise the standard of living of the world’s poor and
maintain high levels of social health and well-being in the developed world, while simultaneously
reducing the environmental damage wrought by human activity? The social dimension of
sustainability is becoming recognized as a necessary if not sufficient condition for attaining
economic and environmental sustainability. The requisite dialogue requires inclusion at multi-levels.
This collection of works is an ambitious and multi-disciplinary effort to indemnify and articulate the
design, implementation and implications of inclusion. Included are theoretical and empirical pieces
that examine the related issues at the local, national and international levels. Contributors are
grounded in Sociology, Economics, Business Administration, Public Administration, Public Health,
Psychology, Anthropology, Social Work, Education, and Natural Resource Management.

portland state university accounting: Understanding the Social Dimension of Sustainability
Jesse Dillard, Veronica Dujon, Mary C. King, 2008-07-01 The imperative of the twenty-first century is
sustainability: to raise the living standards of the world's poor and to achieve and maintain high
levels of social health among the affluent nations while simultaneously reducing and reversing the
environmental damage wrought by human activity. Scholars and practitioners are making progress
toward environmental and economic sustainability, but we have very little understanding of the
social dimension of sustainability. This volume is an ambitious, multi-disciplinary effort to identify
the key elements of social sustainability through an examination of what motivates its pursuit and
the conditions that promote or detract from its achievement. Included are theoretical and empirical
pieces; examination of international and local efforts; discussions highlighting experiences in both
the developing and industrialized nations; and a substantial focus on business practices.
Contributors are grounded in sociology, economics, business administration, public administration,
public health, geography, education and natural resource management.

portland state university accounting: Research Handbook of Finance and Sustainability



Sabri Boubaker, Douglas Cumming, Duc Khuong Nguyen, 2018 The severe consequences of the
global financial crisis 2008-2009 and numerous accounting frauds and financial scandals over the
last fifteen years have let to calls for more ethical and responsible actions in all economic activities
including consumption, investing, governance and regulation. Despite the fact that ethics in business
and corporate social responsibility rules have been adopted in various countries, more efforts have
to be devoted to motivate and empower more actors to integrate ethical behavior and rules in
making business and managerial decisions. The Research Handbook of Finance and Sustainability
will provide the readers but particularly investors, managers, and policymakers with comprehensive
coverage of the issues at the crossroads of finance, ethics and sustainable development as well as
proposed solutions, while focusing on three different levels: corporations, investment funds, and
financial markets.

portland state university accounting: Proceedings of the ... Annual Conference on
Taxation Held Under the Auspices of the National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America
National Tax Association-Tax Institute of America, National Tax Association, 1998 Each volume
beginning with volume 2, includes list of papers published in preceding volumes.

portland state university accounting: Case Studies in Social Entrepreneurship Michael
Pirson, 2017-09-08 This book is an essential resource for the increasing number of facilitators who
wish to help students learn about the promise and pitfalls of social enterprise. The oikos-Ashoka case
competition for social entrepreneurship was conceived in 2007 as a way to help find great material
and case studies in this emerging field. This fourth collection of oikos case studies is based on the
winning cases from the 2010 to 2014 annual case competitions. These cases have been highly
praised because they provide excellent learning opportunities, tell engaging stories, deal with recent
situations, include quotations from key actors, are thought-provoking and controversial, require
decision-making and provide clear take-aways. This new volume of social entrepreneurship case
studies highlights cases from around the globe authored by teachers from around the globe. The
selected cases span many industries and geographic contexts; nevertheless, they are connected by a
shared ambition: to highlight the power of entrepreneurship to solve social problems. The cases are
clustered in three different sections: Socially oriented Enterprise Cases - Health and Fair trade,
Ecologically oriented social enterprises, and Corporate Social Entrepreneurship. Case Studies in
Social Entrepreneurship will be an essential purchase for educators and is likely to be a widely used
as a course textbook at all levels of management education. Online Teaching Notes to accompany
each chapter are available on request with the purchase of the book.

portland state university accounting: Mind, Machine, And Metaphor Alexander E.
Silverman, 2019-03-08 Mind, Machine, and Metaphor is a rich, original, and wide-ranging view of
legal theory in the context of artificial intelligence (Al) research. It is essential reading for legal
theorists and for legal scholars and students of Al with an interest in each other's fields.
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