
porsche in risky business movie
porsche in risky business movie is an iconic element that continues to captivate car enthusiasts
and film fans alike. The 1983 cult classic "Risky Business," starring Tom Cruise, prominently features
a sleek Porsche that plays a significant role in the storyline and has become a symbol of 1980s pop
culture. This article explores the specific Porsche model showcased in the movie, its impact on the
film’s narrative, and its enduring legacy. Understanding the connection between the Porsche and
"Risky Business" offers valuable insight into how automobiles can enhance cinematic storytelling and
contribute to a film’s cultural resonance. The following sections delve into the Porsche’s
characteristics, its significance in the movie, and the broader implications for car culture and film
history.
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The Porsche Model Featured in Risky Business

Identification of the Porsche
The Porsche featured in the movie "Risky Business" is a 1981 Porsche 928. This luxury grand tourer
was known for its distinctive design and performance capabilities, making it an excellent choice for
the film’s protagonist, Joel Goodson, portrayed by Tom Cruise. The 928 model was produced by
Porsche from 1978 to 1995 and was considered innovative for its time due to its front-engine layout
combined with a powerful V8 engine.

Why the Porsche 928 Was Chosen
The Porsche 928 was selected for the movie because of its sleek aesthetics and status as a symbol of
success and sophistication. In the early 1980s, the Porsche 928 represented a departure from
traditional sports cars, offering luxury and power in a unique package. Its modern styling and
performance attributes made it a perfect vehicle to emphasize the themes of ambition and risk-taking
present in the movie.



The Role of the Porsche in the Movie’s Plot

Symbolism of the Porsche in Character Development
Within the narrative of "Risky Business," the Porsche 928 serves as a symbol of Joel Goodson’s
transition from a sheltered teenager to a confident individual taking control of his life. The car
represents freedom, wealth, and the newfound independence that Joel seeks throughout the film.
Driving the Porsche allows the character to explore new experiences and challenges, which is central
to the movie’s coming-of-age theme.

Key Scenes Featuring the Porsche
The Porsche appears in several memorable scenes that highlight both the car’s allure and its
narrative importance. One of the most iconic moments is when Joel confidently drives the Porsche
through the streets, showcasing his transformation and the excitement of newfound liberty. The car’s
presence underscores pivotal plot points, emphasizing risk, reward, and the thrill of embracing
opportunity.

Impact of the Porsche on Popular Culture

The Porsche 928 as a Cultural Icon
The appearance of the Porsche 928 in "Risky Business" elevated the car to an emblematic status in
1980s pop culture. The movie’s success helped cement the Porsche 928 as a desirable and
aspirational vehicle among young audiences. Even decades later, the car remains closely associated
with the film and the era it represents.

Influence on Automotive and Film Industries
The integration of the Porsche 928 in "Risky Business" demonstrated how automobiles can
significantly enhance a movie’s appeal and storytelling. This synergy between car brands and cinema
influenced future collaborations, leading to more strategic placements and highlighting the marketing
potential of vehicles in films. The Porsche’s role in the movie also contributed to a broader trend of
luxury and performance cars becoming symbols of youth culture and success in Hollywood
productions.

Technical Specifications and Design Highlights



Performance Features of the Porsche 928
The 1981 Porsche 928 was equipped with a 4.5-liter V8 engine producing approximately 219
horsepower. This allowed the car to accelerate from 0 to 60 mph in around 6.5 seconds, which was
impressive for its class at the time. Its rear-wheel-drive configuration and advanced suspension
system provided excellent handling characteristics, contributing to its reputation as a capable grand
tourer.

Design Elements That Stood Out
The Porsche 928’s design was notable for its aerodynamic shape, pop-up headlights, and luxurious
interior. Unlike traditional Porsche models, which typically featured rear-engine layouts, the 928’s
front-engine design allowed for a spacious cabin and improved weight distribution. The car’s
combination of style and comfort made it appealing both as a performance vehicle and a status
symbol.

Front-engine V8 layout

Pop-up headlights

Luxurious leather interior

Distinctive aerodynamic body

Advanced suspension system

Legacy of the Porsche in Risky Business

Collector Interest and Market Value
The Porsche 928’s association with "Risky Business" has contributed to sustained interest among
collectors and enthusiasts. Models featured in the film or those in excellent condition have seen
increased market value due to their cultural significance. This phenomenon illustrates how cinematic
appearances can enhance the historical and monetary value of classic cars.

Enduring Influence on Film and Automotive Enthusiasts
Decades after the release of "Risky Business," the Porsche 928 remains a beloved symbol of 1980s
style and innovation. The car’s role in the movie continues to inspire automotive enthusiasts and
serves as a reference point in discussions about the relationship between cars and film narratives. Its
legacy endures not only through car shows and auctions but also in popular media and retrospectives
celebrating the golden era of automotive cinema.



Frequently Asked Questions

What model of Porsche is featured in the movie 'Risky
Business'?
The Porsche 928 is the model featured prominently in the movie 'Risky Business.'

Why is the Porsche significant in the movie 'Risky Business'?
The Porsche symbolizes wealth, freedom, and rebellion for the main character, Joel Goodson, and
plays a key role in several iconic scenes.

Who drives the Porsche in 'Risky Business'?
Tom Cruise's character, Joel Goodson, drives the Porsche 928 in the film.

Was the Porsche used in 'Risky Business' a real car or a prop?
The Porsche 928 used in 'Risky Business' was a real car, chosen for its sleek design and status
symbol.

How did the Porsche contribute to the movie's popularity?
The Porsche 928 became a symbol of 1980s coolness due to its prominent appearance in 'Risky
Business,' helping to cement the film’s cultural impact.

Is the Porsche scene in 'Risky Business' considered iconic?
Yes, the scenes featuring the Porsche, especially the driving sequences, are considered some of the
most iconic moments in 'Risky Business.'

Did Porsche see any marketing benefit from being featured in
'Risky Business'?
Yes, Porsche benefited from increased brand visibility and desirability after the release of 'Risky
Business,' which showcased the Porsche 928 as a symbol of luxury and youthful rebellion.

Additional Resources
1. Driven to Thrill: The Porsche Legacy in Risky Business
This book explores the iconic role of Porsche cars in the 1983 film Risky Business, highlighting how
the sleek vehicles contributed to the movie’s stylish and rebellious atmosphere. It delves into the
specific Porsche models featured and their impact on car culture and cinema. Readers will find a
blend of automotive history and film analysis that celebrates the synergy between Porsche’s design
and 80s pop culture.



2. Porsche on the Silver Screen: From Risky Business to Iconic Status
Focusing on the portrayal of Porsche vehicles in Risky Business, this book examines how the brand's
image was shaped and popularized through Hollywood. It includes behind-the-scenes insights,
interviews with filmmakers and car experts, and a detailed look at how Porsche’s presence elevated
the film’s narrative. The book also traces the evolution of Porsche’s cinematic appearances beyond
this landmark movie.

3. Risky Business and the Rise of the Porsche 928
This title zeroes in on the Porsche 928 model prominently featured in Risky Business, detailing its
design, engineering, and cultural significance. The book discusses why the 928 was chosen for the
film and how it symbolized youth, freedom, and affluence during the 1980s. Enthusiasts will
appreciate the technical specs alongside the cultural context provided.

4. Cars of the 80s: Porsche’s Role in Risky Business
A broader look at 1980s automobiles in film, this book spotlights Porsche’s pivotal role in Risky
Business as part of a larger narrative about automotive trends in cinema. It compares Porsche to
other car brands featured during the decade and analyzes how these vehicles reflected social
attitudes and aspirations. The book is richly illustrated with film stills and car photography.

5. Risky Business: The Intersection of Film and Automotive Design
This book investigates the collaboration between filmmakers and car manufacturers, using Risky
Business and Porsche as a case study. It reveals how car design influenced cinematic storytelling and
how movies, in turn, affected car marketing strategies. Detailed discussions include product
placement, design aesthetics, and the mutual benefits of this partnership.

6. Porsche Passion: Behind the Scenes of Risky Business
Offering exclusive behind-the-scenes anecdotes, this book shares stories from the production of Risky
Business, focusing on the challenges and triumphs of featuring Porsche cars. Interviews with cast,
crew, and automotive consultants provide personal perspectives on the importance of Porsche to the
film’s identity. The book also covers restoration and preservation efforts of the vehicles used.

7. Stylish Speed: Porsche’s Cultural Impact Through Risky Business
This title analyzes how Porsche’s depiction in Risky Business helped cement the brand as a symbol of
style, speed, and sophistication in popular culture. It explores marketing trends, fan reception, and
the long-term effects on Porsche’s brand image. Readers gain insight into the cultural dynamics that
elevated a car brand to an icon through cinema.

8. From Screenplay to Speedway: The Porsche Connection in Risky Business
Examining the film’s development process, this book traces how the decision to feature Porsche
influenced the screenplay, character development, and visual storytelling. It highlights the creative
input from automotive experts and how the car became almost a character in its own right. The
narrative offers a unique perspective on the interplay between scriptwriting and automotive
symbolism.

9. Risky Business Revisited: Porsche and the Making of an 80s Classic
This retrospective looks at the enduring legacy of Risky Business, focusing on Porsche’s contribution
to the film’s timeless appeal. It includes updated interviews, cultural commentary, and an analysis of
how the movie continues to influence car enthusiasts and filmmakers. The book serves as both a
celebration and a critical study of the Porsche-Risky Business connection.
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