porsche 928 risky business

porsche 928 risky business is a phrase that instantly brings to mind the iconic 1983 film "Risky
Business," starring Tom Cruise, where the sleek and powerful Porsche 928 played a memorable role.
This luxury grand tourer from Porsche has become synonymous with style, performance, and 1980s
pop culture. The Porsche 928 was not only a car but also a symbol of ambition and youthful rebellion
during the era, immortalized by its appearance in the movie. This article explores the Porsche 928’s
significance in "Risky Business," its design and engineering features, and its lasting impact on
automotive enthusiasts and collectors. Additionally, the discussion delves into the cultural relevance of
the car and why the Porsche 928 remains a coveted classic today. The following sections provide a
detailed examination of the Porsche 928's role in the film, its technical specifications, and the legacy it

has carved in the automotive world.
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The Porsche 928 in the Film "Risky Business"

The Porsche 928 gained widespread recognition and cult status largely due to its starring role in the



1983 film "Risky Business." The movie features Tom Cruise as Joel Goodsen, a high school student
who embarks on a series of risky ventures during his parents' absence. The Porsche 928 is
prominently displayed as an emblem of luxury and freedom, symbolizing Joel’s aspirations and the

rebellious spirit of the film.

Iconic Scenes Featuring the Porsche 928

The car is showcased in several key scenes, including the famous moment when Joel slides across
the floor in his socks to Bob Seger’s "Old Time Rock and Roll," with the Porsche 928 parked behind

him. This imagery cemented the vehicle’s association with youthful exuberance and sophistication.

Symbolism and Cultural Relevance

In "Risky Business," the Porsche 928 represents more than just transportation; it embodies the
character’s journey toward independence and risk-taking. The sleek design and high performance of
the car mirror the protagonist’s desire to break free from conventional expectations, making the

Porsche 928 a perfect cinematic prop and cultural icon.

Design and Engineering of the Porsche 928

The Porsche 928 was a groundbreaking model when introduced in 1978, merging the power of a
sports car with the comfort of a luxury grand tourer. Its unique design and advanced engineering set it

apart from contemporaries and contributed to its selection for "Risky Business."



Exterior Design Features

The Porsche 928 features a distinctive, aerodynamic shape characterized by a long hood, pop-up
headlights, and a wide stance. This design was revolutionary for its time, focusing on reducing drag

and maximizing high-speed stability while maintaining an aggressive yet elegant appearance.

Innovative Engineering Elements

Under the hood, the Porsche 928 was equipped with a front-mounted V8 engine, a departure from
Porsche’s traditional rear-engine layout. This innovation contributed to balanced weight distribution and
improved handling. The car also included features such as an aluminum hood and integrated bumpers,

showcasing Porsche’s commitment to blending performance with practicality.

Performance Specifications and Driving Experience

The Porsche 928’s performance capabilities were impressive for the early 1980s, combining power,
speed, and handling to provide a thrilling driving experience. These attributes made it a natural choice

for a film centered on risk and adventure.

Engine and Power Output

The original Porsche 928 came with a 4.5-liter V8 engine producing approximately 240 horsepower,
which was later upgraded in subsequent models to deliver even greater power. This engine allowed

the 928 to accelerate swiftly and reach top speeds exceeding 150 mph.



Handling and Suspension

The vehicle’s suspension system was designed for both comfort and sharp handling. Independent
suspension on all four wheels, combined with a sophisticated chassis design, ensured responsive

steering and stability during high-speed maneuvers, contributing to a confident driving experience.

Performance Highlights

¢ 0-60 mph acceleration in under 7 seconds
e Top speed around 155 mph depending on the model year
e Balanced 50/50 weight distribution for optimal handling

* Advanced braking system for precise stopping power

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The Porsche 928’s role in "Risky Business" elevated the car from an automotive engineering marvel to
a cultural icon. The film introduced the vehicle to a broad audience, intertwining the Porsche 928 with

themes of youth, freedom, and the allure of risk-taking.



Influence on Automotive Enthusiasts

Following the film's success, the Porsche 928 attracted a dedicated following among car enthusiasts
who admired its blend of performance and luxury. Its unique design and engineering innovations

inspired future sports and grand touring cars.

Representation in Popular Media

Beyond "Risky Business," the Porsche 928 has appeared in various films, television shows, and music
videos, reinforcing its status as a symbol of sophistication and excitement. This media presence has

contributed to the car’s enduring popularity and its recognition as a classic.

Collectibility and Market Value

Today, the Porsche 928 is highly sought after by collectors and automotive historians, partly due to its
association with "Risky Business" and its status as one of Porsche’s most innovative models. The

car’s rarity and condition significantly influence its market value.

Factors Affecting Collectibility

Several elements contribute to the Porsche 928’s desirability among collectors:

¢ Originality and condition of the vehicle

* Model year and specific variants, such as the S4 or GT



¢ Low mileage and maintenance history

¢ Provenance, including documented appearances in media

Current Market Trends

In recent years, the Porsche 928 has seen a steady increase in value, with well-preserved examples
commanding premium prices. The car’s blend of classic styling, engineering excellence, and cinematic

fame ensures it remains a prized possession among vintage car collectors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Porsche 928 in the movie 'Risky
Business'?

The Porsche 928 is famously featured in the 1983 film 'Risky Business' as the car driven by Tom
Cruise's character, Joel Goodson. It symbolizes his transition into adulthood and newfound freedom.
Was the Porsche 928 used in 'Risky Business' a real car or a movie
prop?

The Porsche 928 used in 'Risky Business' was a real car. The flmmakers used an actual Porsche 928

for the iconic scenes, showcasing the luxury sports car prominently.

How did the appearance of the Porsche 928 in 'Risky Business'



impact the car's popularity?

The Porsche 928's appearance in 'Risky Business' significantly boosted its popularity and cultural

status, associating it with youthful rebellion and style during the 1980s.

What model year was the Porsche 928 featured in 'Risky Business'?

The Porsche 928 featured in 'Risky Business' was a 1979 model, which was relatively new at the time

of the film's release in 1983.

Are there any notable scenes involving the Porsche 928 in 'Risky
Business'?

Yes, one of the most notable scenes in 'Risky Business' features Tom Cruise's character driving the
Porsche 928 while listening to Bob Seger's 'Old Time Rock and Roll,' highlighting the car as a symbol

of freedom and rebellion.

Additional Resources

1. Porsche 928: The Ultimate Guide to the Classic Grand Tourer
This book offers an in-depth look at the Porsche 928, covering its design, engineering, and
performance. It includes detailed specifications and historical context, making it a must-read for

enthusiasts of this iconic car. The guide also features restoration tips and market value insights.

2. Risky Business: The Story Behind the Porsche 928 in Film and Culture

Exploring the Porsche 928’s role in the 1983 film *Risky Business*, this book examines how the car
became a symbol of youth and rebellion. It delves into the cultural impact of the movie and how the
928’s sleek design contributed to its cinematic legacy. The narrative includes interviews with

filmmakers and car experts.

3. The Porsche 928 Owner’s Handbook: Maintenance and Performance



This practical manual is designed for current and prospective Porsche 928 owners. It covers essential
maintenance procedures, performance upgrades, and troubleshooting advice. With clear instructions

and illustrations, it helps owners keep their 928 running smoothly and looking sharp.

4. From Concept to Classic: The Evolution of the Porsche 928

Tracing the development of the Porsche 928 from its inception in the 1970s to its status as a classic
car, this book highlights the engineering innovations that set it apart. It discusses the challenges
Porsche faced in creating a front-engine grand tourer and how the 928 influenced future models.

Richly illustrated, the book appeals to automotive historians and fans alike.

5. Risky Business and the 80s Car Culture Revolution

This book places the Porsche 928 within the broader context of 1980s car culture, focusing on its
depiction in *Risky Business* and other media. It explores how the 928 epitomized a decade defined
by excess, ambition, and style. The author also discusses collector trends and the car’s enduring

appeal.

6. Porsche 928 Performance Tuning and Modifications

A detailed guide for enthusiasts looking to enhance their Porsche 928’s performance, this book covers
engine tuning, suspension upgrades, and aerodynamic improvements. It includes case studies of
modified 928s and expert advice on balancing power with reliability. High-quality photographs and

diagrams support the technical content.

7. The Iconic Porsche 928: Design and Engineering Excellence

Focusing on the artistry and technical mastery behind the Porsche 928, this book explores its
groundbreaking design features and engineering milestones. It discusses the car’s V8 engine,
innovative safety systems, and aerodynamic bodywork. The book also features interviews with the

designers and engineers who brought the 928 to life.

8. Risky Business: A Nostalgic Look at Tom Cruise’s Porsche 928
This nostalgic book celebrates the Porsche 928 featured in *Risky Business*, highlighting its

significance in the film and among fans. It includes behind-the-scenes photos, trivia, and reflections



from cast and crew members. The book also examines the car’s impact on Porsche’s brand image

during the 1980s.

9. Collecting the Porsche 928: Market Trends and Investment Tips

Targeted at collectors and investors, this book analyzes the Porsche 928’s market trajectory and future
potential. It provides advice on identifying rare models, assessing condition, and making smart
purchases. Historical sales data and expert forecasts make this a valuable resource for anyone

interested in the car’s collectible status.
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