
potential history unlearning
imperialism

potential history unlearning imperialism is a critical framework for re-
examining the narratives that have shaped global understanding of past
events. This concept involves revisiting historical accounts to challenge
Eurocentric perspectives and dismantle the legacy of imperialist ideology
embedded in traditional historiography. By unlearning imperialism, societies
open pathways to more inclusive and accurate portrayals of history that
acknowledge marginalized voices and experiences. This approach highlights the
importance of decolonizing history to foster a more equitable understanding
of the past and its impact on contemporary political, social, and cultural
realities. The process requires critical engagement with historical sources,
educational curricula, and popular representations to expose the biases of
imperialism. This article explores the potential history unlearning
imperialism offers through its methodologies, challenges, and transformative
outcomes. The following sections will delve into the origins of imperialism,
its historiographical impact, strategies for unlearning, and the potential
for reshaping historical consciousness.

The Origins and Impact of Imperialism

Historiographical Challenges in Unlearning Imperialism

Methods and Approaches to Unlearning Imperialism

The Role of Education in Reconstructing History

Potential Outcomes of Unlearning Imperialism

The Origins and Impact of Imperialism

The roots of imperialism trace back to the expansionist ambitions of European
powers from the 15th century onward, driven by economic interests, political
dominance, and cultural superiority. Imperialism entailed the subjugation of
territories and peoples across Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Oceania. This
domination was justified through ideologies that framed imperial powers as
bearers of civilization and progress, often masking exploitative practices
and violence. The consequences of imperialism are far-reaching, affecting
indigenous populations through displacement, cultural erasure, economic
extraction, and political control. The legacy of imperialism continues to
influence global power structures, racial hierarchies, and cultural
narratives, underscoring the need to examine history beyond imperialist
paradigms.

Economic and Political Drivers of Imperialism

Economic motivations such as the pursuit of raw materials, new markets, and
labor resources were central to imperial expansion. Politically, imperialism



was intertwined with nationalism and competition among European states
seeking global influence. The establishment of colonies served strategic
purposes, securing trade routes and military advantages. These dynamics
created a complex web of control that shaped international relations and the
internal governance of colonized regions.

Cultural Justifications and Ideologies

Imperialist ideology often employed cultural justifications, including the
belief in racial superiority and the “civilizing mission.” These narratives
framed indigenous cultures as inferior and in need of transformation,
legitimizing coercive policies and assimilation efforts. The propagation of
such ideas deeply influenced education, literature, and public discourse,
embedding imperialist perspectives within collective memory.

Historiographical Challenges in Unlearning
Imperialism

Unlearning imperialism in history confronts several historiographical
challenges that stem from entrenched biases in sources, narratives, and
interpretations. Traditional history has largely been written from the
perspective of imperial powers, marginalizing or silencing colonized peoples.
The dominance of Eurocentric frameworks has shaped what is considered
authoritative knowledge, creating obstacles to alternative viewpoints.
Addressing these challenges requires critical analysis of primary and
secondary sources, recognition of power dynamics in historical writing, and
an openness to multidisciplinary approaches.

Biases in Historical Sources

Many historical records were produced by imperial agents, missionaries, or
settlers, often reflecting their subjective views and interests. These
sources may omit indigenous experiences or frame them through paternalistic
lenses. The selective preservation of documents and artifacts also
contributes to a skewed historical record, necessitating efforts to recover
and validate marginalized voices through oral histories, archaeology, and
indigenous scholarship.

Dominance of Eurocentric Narratives

Eurocentrism privileges Western perspectives and values, shaping the
interpretation of global history around European achievements and
experiences. This focus tends to overlook the agency of colonized peoples and
the complexity of their histories. Unlearning imperialism requires
challenging this dominance by incorporating diverse narratives and
emphasizing interconnectedness rather than hierarchical models of
development.



Methods and Approaches to Unlearning
Imperialism

The process of unlearning imperialism involves deliberate strategies to
deconstruct imperialist assumptions and reconstruct history in ways that
center marginalized perspectives. Various methodologies contribute to this
effort, including critical historiography, postcolonial theory, and
decolonial approaches. These frameworks facilitate the interrogation of power
relations embedded in historical accounts and promote the inclusion of
suppressed knowledge systems.

Critical Historiography

Critical historiography analyzes the production of historical knowledge,
questioning whose interests are served and whose voices are excluded. It
encourages historians to reflect on their positionality and the limitations
of traditional methods. By re-examining archives and narratives, critical
historiography helps reveal colonial biases and expands the scope of
historical inquiry.

Postcolonial and Decolonial Theories

Postcolonial theory critiques the cultural legacies of colonialism and
imperialism, focusing on power, identity, and resistance. Decolonial
approaches emphasize dismantling colonial structures of knowledge and
authority, advocating for epistemic diversity and sovereignty. Both
frameworks support the unlearning of imperialism by fostering new ways of
understanding history that resist imperial dominance.

Incorporation of Indigenous Knowledge

Integrating indigenous epistemologies and oral traditions challenges the
primacy of Western historical methods. Indigenous knowledge systems offer
alternative understandings of time, place, and community that enrich
historical narratives. Respecting these perspectives requires collaborative
research practices and ethical engagement with indigenous communities.

The Role of Education in Reconstructing History

Education plays a pivotal role in the potential history unlearning
imperialism by shaping how future generations perceive the past. Curricular
reforms aimed at decolonizing history education seek to present balanced
accounts that acknowledge imperialism’s harms and the resilience of colonized
peoples. Inclusive education fosters critical thinking and empathy, equipping
learners to recognize and challenge imperialist legacies.



Curriculum Reform and Content Diversification

Revising educational materials to include multiple perspectives and contested
histories is essential for unlearning imperialism. This includes highlighting
contributions of marginalized groups, addressing historical injustices, and
questioning dominant narratives. Such reforms promote a more accurate and
comprehensive understanding of history.

Teacher Training and Pedagogical Strategies

Educators require training to effectively teach complex and sensitive topics
related to imperialism. Pedagogical strategies that encourage dialogue,
critical inquiry, and reflective learning help students engage with history
critically rather than passively absorbing imperialist viewpoints.

Community and Cultural Engagement

Collaborating with communities affected by imperialism enriches history
education by incorporating lived experiences and cultural heritage. This
engagement supports healing and recognition while fostering respect for
diversity in historical narratives.

Potential Outcomes of Unlearning Imperialism

The endeavor to unlearn imperialism holds significant potential for
transforming historical consciousness and societal relations. By challenging
imperialist legacies, societies can move toward greater justice, inclusion,
and mutual understanding. This process contributes to reshaping identities,
healing historical wounds, and informing contemporary discussions on race,
power, and global relations.

Reclaiming Marginalized Histories

Unlearning imperialism enables the recovery and validation of histories
previously obscured or distorted. This reclamation empowers communities to
assert their heritage and agency within national and global narratives,
fostering pride and continuity.

Fostering Cross-Cultural Understanding

By presenting diverse perspectives, the unlearning process cultivates empathy
and reduces prejudices rooted in imperialist stereotypes. It encourages
recognition of shared humanity and interconnected histories, which is vital
for peaceful coexistence.



Influencing Policy and Social Justice

Historical awareness informed by unlearning imperialism can impact
policymaking related to reparations, cultural preservation, and human rights.
It provides a foundation for addressing systemic inequalities linked to
colonial histories.

Promotes inclusive historical narratives

Supports decolonization of knowledge systems

Encourages critical engagement with the past

Enhances intercultural dialogue and respect

Inspires social and political transformation

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'unlearning imperialism' mean in the
context of history?

Unlearning imperialism in history involves critically examining and
challenging the dominant narratives that glorify or justify imperialist
actions, and acknowledging the perspectives and experiences of colonized
peoples often marginalized in traditional historical accounts.

Why is unlearning imperialism important for
understanding potential history?

Unlearning imperialism is crucial for understanding potential history because
it allows for a more inclusive and accurate representation of the past,
recognizing the impacts of imperialism and envisioning alternative futures
free from colonial biases and power structures.

How can educators incorporate unlearning imperialism
into history curricula?

Educators can incorporate unlearning imperialism by including diverse sources
and voices, teaching critical thinking about historical power dynamics,
questioning established narratives, and highlighting the consequences of
imperialism on different societies and cultures.

What role does unlearning imperialism play in
decolonizing history?

Unlearning imperialism is a fundamental step in decolonizing history as it
challenges Eurocentric perspectives, dismantles colonial myths, and promotes
the validation and integration of indigenous and marginalized histories into



mainstream historical discourse.

How does unlearning imperialism affect the way we
view global history and current international
relations?

Unlearning imperialism reshapes our view of global history by exposing the
exploitative nature of imperialist policies, fostering empathy for affected
communities, and informing more equitable and just international relations
based on mutual respect rather than dominance.

Can unlearning imperialism contribute to social
justice and reconciliation efforts?

Yes, unlearning imperialism contributes to social justice and reconciliation
by acknowledging historical injustices, validating the experiences of
oppressed groups, and fostering dialogue that can lead to healing,
reparations, and more inclusive societies.

Additional Resources
1. “Decolonizing the Mind: The Politics of Language and Imperialism”
This book explores how imperial powers imposed their languages and cultural
narratives to control colonized societies. It delves into the psychological
and social impacts of linguistic imperialism and advocates for reclaiming
indigenous languages as a form of resistance and identity restoration. The
author highlights case studies from Africa, Asia, and the Americas to
illustrate the pervasive effects of language domination.

2. “Unlearning Empire: A Critical History of Colonial Narratives”
A comprehensive critique of mainstream historical accounts that glorify
imperial conquests, this book challenges readers to rethink the stories they
have been taught about empire. It uncovers the silenced voices of colonized
peoples and examines the mechanisms used to justify domination. Through
archival research and oral histories, it offers alternative perspectives that
demand a reevaluation of imperial legacies.

3. “Empire’s Shadow: Rethinking Global History Beyond Colonialism”
This volume encourages readers to approach global history without the
Eurocentric lens that often centers colonial powers. It investigates the
interconnectedness of societies before and after imperialism and highlights
indigenous knowledge systems and governance structures. The book advocates
for a pluralistic historical narrative that acknowledges diverse experiences
and contributions.

4. “The Empire Writes Back: Postcolonial Perspectives on History and Memory”
Focusing on postcolonial theory, this book analyzes how formerly colonized
nations have reclaimed and rewritten their histories. It discusses the role
of memory, literature, and education in shaping national identities free from
imperial ideologies. The author also critiques ongoing neocolonial practices
that continue to influence historical scholarship.

5. “Breaking Chains: Histories of Resistance Against Imperialism”
Highlighting stories of rebellion and resilience, this book centers the
experiences of those who resisted imperial domination. From slave revolts to



anti-colonial movements, it showcases the agency of oppressed peoples and the
complexities of their struggles. The narrative challenges the portrayal of
colonized individuals as passive victims.

6. “Reclaiming the Past: Indigenous Histories and the Unmaking of Empire”
This book presents indigenous perspectives on history, emphasizing oral
traditions and cultural practices that survived imperial suppression. It
argues for the importance of integrating indigenous knowledge into mainstream
historiography to foster a more inclusive understanding of the past. The work
also explores efforts to revive cultural heritage and sovereignty.

7. “Imperial Legacies: How Colonialism Shapes Modern Societies”
Examining the long-term effects of imperialism, this book connects historical
colonization with contemporary social, economic, and political issues. It
addresses topics such as racial inequality, resource exploitation, and
geopolitical conflicts rooted in colonial histories. The author calls for
critical awareness and policy changes to address these inherited challenges.

8. “Education and Empire: Unlearning Colonial Curriculums”
This book critiques the role of education systems in perpetuating imperialist
ideologies and marginalizing non-Western knowledge. It proposes strategies
for decolonizing curricula to foster critical thinking and cultural awareness
among students. Case studies from various countries illustrate successful
reforms and ongoing challenges in educational decolonization.

9. “The Other Side of Empire: Gender, Race, and Power in Colonial Histories”
Focusing on the intersections of gender and race within imperial contexts,
this book reveals how colonialism shaped identities and power dynamics. It
highlights the experiences of women, indigenous peoples, and racial
minorities often excluded from dominant historical narratives. Through
feminist and critical race theory lenses, it offers new insights into the
complexities of empire.

Potential History Unlearning Imperialism
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  potential history unlearning imperialism: Potential History Ariella Aïsha Azoulay,
2019-11-19 A passionately urgent call for all of us to unlearn imperialism and repair the violent
world we share, from one of our most compelling political theorists In this theoretical tour-de-force,
renowned scholar Ariella Aïsha Azoulay calls on us to recognize the imperial foundations of
knowledge and to refuse its strictures and its many violences. Azoulay argues that the institutions
that make our world, from archives and museums to ideas of sovereignty and human rights to
history itself, are all dependent on imperial modes of thinking. Imperialism has segmented
populations into differentially governed groups, continually emphasized the possibility of progress
while it tries to destroy what came before, and voraciously seeks out the new by sealing the past
away in dusty archival boxes and the glass vitrines of museums. By practicing what she calls
potential history, Azoulay argues that we can still refuse the original imperial violence that shattered
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communities, lives, and worlds, from native peoples in the Americas at the moment of conquest to
the Congo ruled by Belgium's brutal King Léopold II, from dispossessed Palestinians in 1948 to
displaced refugees in our own day. In Potential History, Azoulay travels alongside historical
companions—an old Palestinian man who refused to leave his village in 1948, an anonymous woman
in war-ravaged Berlin, looted objects and documents torn from their worlds and now housed in
archives and museums—to chart the ways imperialism has sought to order time, space, and politics.
Rather than looking for a new future, Azoulay calls upon us to rewind history and unlearn our
imperial rights, to continue to refuse imperial violence by making present what was invented as
“past” and making the repair of torn worlds the substance of politics.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Transgression in the Architectures of
After-Modernity Carmen Popescu, 2025-09-03 In architecture, transgressive acts have always been a
reality, in spite of rules and canons that have defined the discipline and its extended field. However,
in recent decades, their frequency and radicality have surged from rather random, marginal and/or
idiosyncratic phenomena. While their sudden rise can be explained as a reaction to the compulsive
normativity of modernity, the deeper roots are to be sought elsewhere: the recent waves of
transgressiveness are intimately linked to the hypercrisis affecting our world today – spanning
ecological, political, economic, and social dimensions, and catalysing fundamental mutations and
disorders. Some of these transgressive acts are motivated by a desire to dismantle a malfunctioning
system, but more often than not breaking the rules has become an inherent survival tactic amid
urgent social challenges. In our era of after-modernity, transgression emerges not just as an act of
defiance, but reveals a new paradigm at work – a critical framework for reimagining the built
environment, challenging established orders, and advocating for the rights of marginalised
populations. Drawing on a rich array of theoretical insights and empirical case studies from multiple
countries, this volume provides a unique, forward-looking perspective on transgressive acts in
architecture as responses to today’s ecological, political, economic, and social crises.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Decolonizing the Memory of the First World
War Anna Branach-Kallas, 2024-04-01 Decolonizing the Memory of the First World War contributes
to the imperial turn in First World War studies. This book provides an exploration of the ways in
which war memory can be appropriated, neglected and disabled, but also “unlearned” and
“decolonized”. The book offers an analysis of the experience of soldiers of colour in five novels
published at the centenary of the First World War by David Diop, Raphaël Confiant, Fred Khumalo,
Kamila Shamsie and Abdulrazak Gurnah, examining the poetics and the politics of the conflict’s
commemoration. It explores continuities between WWI and earlier and later eruptions of violence,
thus highlighting the long-lasting sequels of the first global conflict in the former French, British and
German empires. It thereby asks important questions about the decolonization of the memory of the
First World War, its tools, critical potential and limitations. The book will appeal to academics and
postgraduate students working in postcolonial literatures, postcolonial and decolonial studies, First
World War studies, colonial history, human and political geography, as well as readers interested in
cultural memory and overlapping legacies of violence.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Valences of Historiography Gevork Hartoonian,
2024-12-30 The compiled essays offer various themes and ways of approaching historiography. Each
chapter probes the state of contemporary theorization of architecture histories, working toward the
theme of critically re-writing history. Essential to each author's contribution are specific traditions
created by the mole of history burrowing through the past. This book concerns the historian's
conjectures towards capturing the past and present zeitgeist. Temporality is the theme running
through the narrative of this volume. It raises the question of whether the ever-growing body of
work on architectural history should be considered as history. More specifically, what is the
intersection between history and architectural history? Furthermore, can every text focused on
architecture's past be considered categorically historiographic? In what capacity does architectural
history index history beyond contingencies and without reducing the text to empirical realities and
the historian's interest in a specific subject, including those collected through archival research,



itself an emblem of textuality? This book upholds the conviction that the past should be recalled
accurately and that there is no history but historical criticism, the scope of which exceeds the
historicity of Humanism. Dialectically, the timeline experienced across contemporary
techno-economic and cultural domains (aesthetics) offers an opportunity to explore architecture
produced outside the Euro-American continents. Valences of Historiography offers a fresh take on
architectural history that is useful for academics, researchers and architecture students.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Intentional Invisibilization in Modern Asian
History: Concealing and Self-Concealed Agents Mònica Ginés-Blasi, 2025-03-03 Scholars from the
humanities and social sciences have repeatedly faced the challenge of writing history beyond the
constraints and frameworks set by grand narratives and established historiographies. This book
addresses the intentional invisibilization and concealment of people, knowledge, and ideas in
historiography – both by historians and by the historical actors themselves – as an object of study. It
does so through the lens of Asian bondage and dependency in modern and contemporary history.
This collective work focuses on ‘concealment’, ‘self-concealment’ and ‘invisibility’ to analyze the
asymmetrical agency involved in the act of hiding someone or something from being ‘inscribed’ in
the record, and the social marginalization involved in this process. With studies ranging from
imperial, colonial, and postcolonial history, language and translation studies, as well as digital
archival sciences, the authors in this book examine ways in which concealment serves as a strategic
tool for exercising power and shaping the flow of information. Consequently, this volume urges a
fresh awareness of narrative construction, encouraging humanities researchers to think creatively
and to historicize independently of dominant narratives.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: History in Contemporary Art and Culture Paul
O'Kane, 2022-07-29 This unique book offers guidance for contemporary art practices in dialogue
with history, story, memory, and tradition. Artist and lecturer Paul O’Kane uses innovative and
creative means, informed by a storytelling tradition as well as academic research, to make
connections between contemporary art, history, and the past. The aim of this book is to give readers
a sense of the profundity of historical questions, while making the challenge inviting, welcoming and
manageable. It is designed to set out an expansive, inclusive and diverse range of potential
directions, and speculations from which students can develop personal paths of enquiry. This is
achieved by writing and designing the text in an accessible way and providing a range of ‘ways-in’. A
series of carefully chosen references, examples, key texts, and possible essay questions are chosen
and pitched at various levels and can be close-read, discussed, digested, and responded to either
verbally or in the form of a presentation or essay. Written primarily for a broad range of fine arts
students, this book encourages readers to reconsider their studies and art practices in light of a
historical perspective, enhanced by creative contributions from artists, imaginative philosophers,
and influential cultural commentators.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: The Ancient World in Alternative History and
Counterfactual Fictions Alberto J. Quiroga Puertas, Leire Olabarria, 2024-08-22 Focusing in turn
on history, powerful individuals, under-represented voices and the arts, the essays in this collection
cover a wide variety of modern and contemporary narrative fiction from Jo Walton and L. Sprague
De Camp to T. S. Chaudhry and Catherynne M. Valente. Chapters look into the question of chance
versus determinism in the unfolding of historical events, the role individuals play in shaping a
society or occasion, and the way art and literature symbolise important messages in counterfactual
histories. They also show how uchronic narratives can take advantage of modern literary techniques
to reveal new and relevant aspects of the past, giving voices to marginalised minorities and
suppressed individuals of the ancient world. Counterfactual fiction and uchronic narratives have
been largely up until now the domain of literary critics. However, these modes of literature are here
analysed by scholars of Ancient History, Egyptology and Classics, shedding important new light on
how cultures of the ancient world have been (and still are) perceived, and to what extent our
conceptions of the past are used to explore alternate presents and futures. Alternate history entices
the imagination of the public by suggesting hypothetical scenarios that never occurred, underlining



a latent tension between reality and imagination, and between determinism and contingency. This
interest has resulted in a growing number of publications that gauge the impact of what-if
narratives, and this one is the first to give scholars of the ancient world centre-stage.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: The Routledge Companion to History and the
Moving Image Marnie Hughes-Warrington, Kim Nelson, Mia E.M. Treacey, 2023-11-07 The
Routledge Companion to History and the Moving Image takes an interdisciplinary approach to
understanding history in moving images. It engages this popular and dynamic field that has evolved
rapidly from film and television to digital streaming into the age of user-created content. The volume
addresses moving image history through a theoretical lens; modes and genres; representation, race,
and identity; and evolving forms and formats. It brings together a range of scholars from across the
globe who specialize in film and media studies, cultural studies, history, philosophy of history, and
education. Together, the chapters provide a necessary contemporary analysis that covers new
developments and questions that arise from the shift to digital screen culture. The book examines
technological and ethical concerns stemming from today’s media landscape, but it also considers the
artificial construction of the boundaries between professional expertise and amateur production.
Each contributor’s unique approach highlights the necessity of engaging with moving images for the
academic discipline of history. The collection, written for a global audience, offers accessible
discussions of historiography and a compelling resource for advanced undergraduates and
postgraduates in history, film and media studies, and communications. Both Chapter 17 and the
Afterword of this book are freely available as downloadable Open Access PDFs at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Theory, History, and the Study of Religion in Late
Antiquity Maia Kotrosits, 2023-02-09 Theory is not a set of texts, it is a style of approach. It is to
engage in the act of speculation: gestures of abstraction that re-imagine and dramatize the crises of
living. This Element is a both a primer for understanding some of the more predominant strands of
critical theory in the study of religion in late antiquity, and a history of speculative leaps in the field.
It is a history of dilemmas that the field has tried to work out again and again - questions about
subjectivity, the body, agency, violence, and power. This Element additionally presses us on the
ethical stakes of our uses of theory, and asks how the field's interests in theory help us understand
what's going on, half-spoken, in the disciplinary unconscious.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: DEI Deconstructed Lily Zheng, 2022-11-08 The
comprehensive and foundational text for critically analyzing and applying actionable DEI techniques
and strategies, written by one of LinkedIn's most popular experts on DEI. The importance of
diversity, equity, and inclusion in the workplace cannot be understated. But when half-baked and
under-developed strategies are implemented, they often do more harm than good, leading the very
constituents they aim to support to dismiss DEI entirely. DEI Deconstructed analyzes how current
methods and best practices leave marginalized people feeling frustrated and unconvinced of their
leaders' sincerity, and offers a roadmap that bridges the neatness of theory with the messiness of
practice. Through embracing a pragmatic DEI approach drawing from cutting-edge research on
organizational change, evidence-based practices, and incisive insights from a DEI strategist with
experience working from the top-down and bottom-up alike, stakeholders at every level of an
organization can become effective DEI changemakers. Nothing less than this is required to scale DEI
from interpersonal teeth-pulling to true systemic change. By utilizing an outcome-oriented
understanding of DEI, along with a comprehensive foundation of actionable techniques, this
no-nonsense guide will lay out the path for anyone with any background to becoming a more
effective DEI practitioner, ally, and leader.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Performance Hanna B Hölling, Jules Pelta
Feldman, Emilie Magnin, 2023-11-01 This book focuses on performance and performance-based
artworks as seen through the lens of conservation, which has long been overlooked in the larger
theoretical debates about whether and how performance remains. Unraveling the complexities



involved in the conservation of performance, Performance: The Ethics and the Politics of
Conservation and Care (vol. 1) brings this new understanding to bear in examining performance as
an object of study, experience, acquisition, and care. In so doing, it presents both theoretical
frameworks and functional paradigms for thinking about—and enacting—the conservation of
performance. Further, while the conservation of performance is undertheorized, performance is
nevertheless increasingly entering the art market and the museum, meaning that there is an urgent
need for discourse on how to care for these works long-term. In recent years, a few pioneering
conservators, curators, and scholars have begun to create frameworks for the longterm care of
performance. This volume presents, explicates, and contextualizes their work so that a larger
discourse can commence. It will thus serve the needs of conservation students and professors, for
whom literature on this subject is sorely needed. This interdisciplinary book thus implements a novel
rethinking of performance that will challenge and revitalize its conception in many fields, such as art
history, theater, performance studies, heritage studies, and anthropology.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Watching, Waiting Sandra Križić Roban, Ana
Šverko, 2023-10-16 In the aftermath of Covid-19, the subject of ‘empty places’ has gained renewed
topicality and resonance. Watching, Waiting presents a collection of essays that brings emptiness
into interdisciplinary focus as an object of study that extends beyond the present. The contributors
approach the specific interrelationships of photography and place through emptiness by considering
historical and contemporary material in equal measure. Drawing on architecture, anthropology,
sociology, and public health, among other fields, they provide insights into geographically and
temporally diverse production models of empty places and their corresponding complex and
sensitive global and local relations, while also tackling the ethics of behaviour and protests that
unfold within them. The book's chapters, both photographic and scholarly essays, cover areas that
range widely both thematically and geographically, spanning static film footage of Nicosia's Buffer
Zone, protest photographs in the wake of the Black Lives Matter movement in Bristol, staged images
from the University of Zagreb's ethnological archives, historic landscape and architectural
photography, aerial shots of Covid-19 mass graves in Brazil, photos of artificially built field hospitals
and quarantine rooms during the pandemic, and images of empty airports at night. Through still and
moving images, Watching, Waiting examines the photographic aestheticisation of emptiness,
existing stereotypes of ‘empty places’, and transformations of human experiences.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Imaging and Imagining Palestine Karène Sanchez
Summerer, Sary Zananiri, 2021-07-05 Imaging and Imagining Palestine is the first comprehensive
study of photography during the British Mandate period (1918–1948). It addresses well-known
archives, photos from private collections never available before and archives that have until recently
remained closed. This interdisciplinary volume argues that photography is central to a different
understanding of the social and political complexities of Palestine in this period. While Biblical and
Orientalist images abound, the chapters in this book go further by questioning the impact of
photography on the social histories of British Mandate Palestine. This book considers the specific
archives, the work of individual photographers, methods for reading historical photography from the
present and how we might begin the process of decolonising photography. Imaging and Imagining
Palestine presents a timely and much-needed critical evaluation of the role of photography in
Palestine. Drawing together leading interdisciplinary specialists and engaging a range of innovative
methodologies, the volume makes clear the ways in which photography reflects the shifting political,
cultural and economic landscape of the British Mandate period, and experiences of modernity in
Palestine. Actively problematising conventional understandings of production, circulation and the
in/stability of the photographic document, Imaging and Imagining Palestine provides essential
reading for decolonial studies of photography and visual culture studies of Palestine. - Chrisoula
Lionis, author of Laughter in Occupied Palestine: Comedy and Identity in Art and Film Imaging and
Imagining Palestine is the first and much needed overview of photography during the British
Mandate period. From well-known and accessible photographic archives to private family albums, it
deals with the cultural and political relations of the period thinking about both the Western



perceptions of Palestine as well as its modern social life. This book brings together an impressive
array of material and analyses to form an interdisciplinary perspective that considers just how
photography shapes our understanding of the past as well as the ways in which the past might be
reclaimed. - Jack Persekian, Founding Director of Al Ma'mal Foundation for Contemporary Art in
Jerusalem Imaging and Imagining Palestine draws together a plethora of fresh approaches to the
field of photography in Palestine. It considers Palestine as a central node in global photographic
production and the ways in which photography shaped the modern imaging and imagining from
within a fresh regional theoretical perspective. - Salwa Mikdadi, Director al Mawrid Arab Center for
the Study of Art, New York University Abu Dhabi
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Self-Determined First Nations Museums and
Colonial Contestation Robert Hudson, Shannon Woodcock, 2022-04-03 Self-Determined First
Nations Museums and Colonial Contestation explores Indigenous practices of curation, object
repatriation, and cross-cultural community engagement in a dynamic Koori museum. Grounded in
the fact that Gunai Kurnai people have never ceded sovereignty, the text reorients dominant
temporal and colonial approaches of museum studies to document and theorise Gunai Kurnai
self-presentation and community engagement in the Krowathunkooloong Keeping Place. Researched
and co-authored by the Cultural Manager of the Keeping Place, Gunai Kurnai Monero Ngarigo man
Robert Hudson, and white Historian Shannon Woodcock, the book traces the temporal, social, and
cultural considerations of the Elders who curated the permanent exhibition in the early 1990s.
Discussing community management of a collection growing through the ongoing repatriation of
tools, art, and Ancestor remains, the text also explores how Robert Hudson engages with visitors to
the Keeping Place and local colonial history museums, and theorises the power of Gunai Kurnai work
with individuals and institutions in the small museum context. Finally, Hudson and Woodcock
demonstrate that the Keeping Place articulates sophisticated Gunai Kurnai-grounded methodologies
of museum practice in relation to international critical Indigenous studies scholarship.
Self-Determined First Nations Museums and Colonial Contestation provides a vital case study of an
Indigenous museum space written from an inside perspective. As such, the book will be essential
reading for scholars and students engaged in the study of museums and heritage, Indigenous
peoples, decolonisation, race, anthropology, culture, and history.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Governing Migration Through Paperwork
Sophie Andreetta, Lisa Marie Borrelli, 2024-08-01 To better understand migration governance and
the concrete, daily practices of civil servants tasked with enforcing state laws and policies, it is
important to focus on documents, which are core artefacts of bureaucratic work. These can include
certificates, letters, reports, case files, decisions, internal guidelines and judgements in both digital
and paper form. Based on ethnographic studies in various geographical and bureaucratic contexts,
this collection shows how civil servants produce statehood, restrict migrants’ movements and
engage with migrants’ strategies to make themselves legible. It contributes to the study of the state
as documentary practice and highlights the role of paperwork as a powerful practice of migration
control.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: The Visual Memory of Protest Ann Rigney, Thomas
Smits, 2025-10-01 Social movements are not only remembered in personal experience, but also
through cultural carriers that shape how later movements see themselves and are seen by others.
The present collection zooms in on the role of photography in this memory-activism nexus. How do
iconographic conventions shape images of protest? Why do some images keep movements in the
public eye, while others are quickly forgotten? What role do images play in linking different protests,
movements, and generations of activists? Have the affordances of digital media made it easier for
activists to use images in their memory politics, or has the digital production and massive online
exchange of images made it harder to identify and remember a movement via a single powerful
image? Bringing together experts in visual culture, cultural memory, social movements, and digital
humanities, this collection presents new empirical, theoretical, and methodological insights into the
visual memory of protest.



  potential history unlearning imperialism: Intersectional Encounters in the
Nineteenth-Century Archive Rachel Bryant Davies, Erin Johnson-Williams, 2022-08-11 Rachel
Bryant Davies and Erin Johnson-Williams lead a cast of renowned scholars to initiate an
interdisciplinary conversation about the mechanisms of power that have shaped the
nineteenth-century archive, to ask: What is a nineteenth-century archive, broadly defined? This
landmark collection of essays will broach critical and topical questions about how the complex
discourses of power involved in constructions of the nineteenth-century archive have impacted, and
continue to impact, constructions of knowledge across disciplinary boundaries, and beyond
academic confines. The essays, written from a range of disciplinary perspectives, grapple with
urgent problems of how to deal with potentially sensitive nineteenth-century archival items, both
within academic scholarship and in present-day public-facing institutions, which often reflect erotic,
colonial and imperial, racist, sexist, violent, or elitist ideologies. Each contribution grapples with
these questions from a range of perspectives: Musicology, Classics, English, History, Visual Culture,
and Museums and Archives. The result is far-reaching historical excavation of archival experiences.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: The Suicide Archive Doyle D. Calhoun, 2024-09-13
Throughout the French empire, from the Atlantic and the Caribbean to West and North Africa, men,
women, and children responded to enslavement, colonization, and oppression through acts of
suicide. In The Suicide Archive, Doyle D. Calhoun charts a long history of suicidal resistance to
French colonialism and neocolonialism, from the time of slavery to the Algerian War for
Independence to the “Arab Spring.” Noting that suicide was either obscured in or occluded from
French colonial archives, Calhoun turns to literature and film to show how aesthetic forms and
narrative accounts can keep alive the silenced histories of suicide as a political language. Drawing
on scientific texts, police files, and legal proceedings alongside contemporary African and
Afro-Caribbean novels, film, and Senegalese oral history, Calhoun outlines how such aesthetic works
rewrite histories of resistance and loss. Consequently, Calhoun offers a new way of writing about
suicide, slavery, and coloniality in relation to literary history.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Keywords in Criminology Vincenzo Ruggiero,
2024-09-30 Taking inspiration from the classic text by Raymond Williams, Keywords in Criminology
reflects on the language used by criminologists and offers a one‐stop guide to core concepts in the
discipline. Written for the budding Criminology student, it offers a specialized but plain dictionary
for a specialized discipline. From Abolitionism to Xenophobia, the entries unveil the ambiguities and
conflicting interpretations of the concepts discussed, and explore their historical context, their
analytical use, adoption or critical rejection. The original formulation of each concept is examined
along with the practices the concept has shaped, and the favourable and unfavourable outcomes it
has generated. Keywords in Criminology is a handy and pithy companion for any Criminology
student. It offers excellent supplementary reading for core courses on criminological, social and
cultural theory.
  potential history unlearning imperialism: Decolonizing Sport Janice Forsyth, Christine
O’Bonsawin, Russell Field, Murray G. Phillips, 2023-11-02T00:00:00Z Decolonizing Sport tells the
stories of sport colonizing Indigenous Peoples and of Indigenous Peoples using sport to decolonize.
Spanning several lands — Turtle Island, the US, Australia, Aotearoa/New Zealand and Kenya — the
authors demonstrate the two sharp edges of sport in the history of colonialism. Colonizers used
sport, their own and Indigenous recreational activities they appropriated, as part of the process of
dispossession of land and culture. Indigenous mascots and team names, hockey at residential
schools, lacrosse and many other examples show the subjugating force of sport. Yet, Indigenous
Peoples used sport, playing their own games and those of the colonizers, including hockey, horse
racing and fishing, and subverting colonial sport rules as liberation from colonialism. This collection
stands apart from recent publications in the area of sport with its focus on Indigenous Peoples, sport
and decolonization, as well as in imagining a new way forward.
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