practice with parallel structure

practice with parallel structure is essential for clear, effective writing that maintains
rhythm and balance within sentences. This grammatical technique involves using the same
pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have equal importance. Mastering
parallel structure enhances readability and strengthens communication by creating
sentences that flow smoothly and emphasize ideas consistently. This article explores the
definition and importance of parallel structure, common mistakes to avoid, practical
exercises for improvement, and tips for applying it in different writing contexts. By
understanding and practicing parallel structure, writers can significantly improve the
clarity and impact of their prose. The following sections provide a comprehensive guide to
help refine skills and ensure consistent use of parallelism.

e Understanding Parallel Structure
e Common Parallel Structure Errors
e Practice Exercises for Parallel Structure

e Applying Parallel Structure in Writing

Understanding Parallel Structure

Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, is a grammatical principle that requires
matching the form of words, phrases, or clauses within a sentence. It ensures that
elements in a series or list follow the same grammatical pattern, which improves sentence
clarity and cohesion. This concept is not only important for stylistic reasons but also for
maintaining the logical flow of ideas. Parallelism often involves balancing verb forms,
noun phrases, adjectives, or prepositional phrases to create symmetry in sentences.

Definition and Importance

Parallel structure means using components in a sentence that are grammatically similar or
identical in form. This technique helps readers understand relationships between ideas
and enhances the rhythm of writing. For example, the sentence “She likes reading,
writing, and jogging” demonstrates parallelism by using gerunds consistently. Without
parallel structure, sentences can become confusing or awkward, making the content
harder to follow.

Examples of Parallel Structure

Correct use of parallel structure can be found in various sentence constructions. Examples



include:
e He enjoys swimming, biking, and running.

e The job requires attention to detail, the ability to meet deadlines, and strong
communication skills.

e She wanted not only to win the race but also to set a new record.

Each example maintains consistency in grammatical form, contributing to clarity and
elegance.

Common Parallel Structure Errors

Improper use of parallel structure often results in sentences that are awkward or difficult
to understand. Recognizing these errors is critical for effective writing. Common mistakes
include mixing verb forms, inconsistent use of phrases, and incorrect comparisons.

Mixed Verb Forms

A frequent error occurs when verbs in a list or series do not match in tense or form. For
instance, the sentence “She likes to swim, biking, and to run” is incorrect due to
inconsistent verb forms. The correct parallel structure would be “She likes swimming,
biking, and running” or “She likes to swim, to bike, and to run.” Consistency in verb forms
enhances readability and professionalism.

Inconsistent Phrases or Clauses

Another typical mistake is mixing different types of phrases or clauses within a sentence.
For example, “The manager asked for a report, to meet the deadline, and that the team be
punctual” lacks parallelism. A parallel revision could be “The manager asked for a report,
requested meeting the deadline, and emphasized punctuality.” Maintaining the same
grammatical structure across elements avoids confusion.

Faulty Comparisons

Parallel structure is especially important in comparisons. Incorrect comparisons can
distort meaning and confuse readers. For example, “She is better at math than writing
essays” could be misinterpreted. A parallel and clearer version is “She is better at math
than at writing essays.” Proper parallelism ensures that comparisons are clear and logical.



Practice Exercises for Parallel Structure

Consistent practice with parallel structure helps internalize this essential writing skill.
Engaging in targeted exercises allows writers to identify errors and apply corrections
effectively. Below are several exercises designed to improve proficiency in parallelism.

Identifying Errors

Practice identifying parallel structure errors in sentences. For example, review the
sentence “He likes dancing, to swim, and biking” and spot the inconsistency. The correct
form would be “He likes dancing, swimming, and biking” or “He likes to dance, to swim,
and to bike.” Regular identification sharpens awareness of grammatical patterns.

Rewriting Sentences

Rewrite sentences to ensure parallelism. Consider the sentence “The project requires
planning, to organize resources, and delegate tasks.” A parallel revision is “The project
requires planning, organizing resources, and delegating tasks.” Rewriting exercises
reinforce the habit of checking and correcting parallel structure.

Constructing Parallel Sentences

Create sentences using parallel structure with different grammatical elements, such as
verbs, nouns, and adjectives. For example:

1. List three activities using gerunds.
2. Write a sentence with a series of adjectives.

3. Form a sentence comparing two ideas using parallel clauses.

These exercises foster a better understanding of how to apply parallelism in various
contexts.

Applying Parallel Structure in Writing

Effective writing across multiple formats benefits from the consistent use of parallel
structure. Whether crafting essays, reports, or presentations, applying parallelism
enhances clarity and persuasiveness.

In Academic and Professional Writing

Parallel structure is vital in academic essays, research papers, and professional



documents. It helps organize information logically and presents arguments with clarity.
For example, thesis statements and topic sentences often employ parallelism to outline
key points. Using parallel structure in lists and comparisons strengthens the overall
coherence of written work.

In Speeches and Presentations

Speakers frequently use parallel structure to create memorable and impactful messages.
Repetition of grammatical patterns can emphasize key ideas and make speeches more
engaging. For instance, famous rhetorical devices like anaphora rely on parallelism to
reinforce themes and persuade audiences effectively.

Tips for Consistent Use

Maintaining parallel structure requires careful editing and attention to detail. Useful tips
include:

Read sentences aloud to detect awkwardness.

Check lists and series for consistent grammatical forms.

Use parallel structure especially in comparisons and correlative conjunctions (e.g.,
either/or, neither/nor, not only/but also).

¢ Revise sentences that mix verb forms, phrases, or clauses.

By applying these strategies, writers can ensure their writing remains clear, balanced, and
professional.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is parallel structure in writing?

Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, is the use of the same grammatical form or
pattern in a series of related words, phrases, or clauses to create balance and clarity in
writing.

Why is practicing parallel structure important?

Practicing parallel structure improves the readability and flow of sentences, making
writing clearer, more persuasive, and easier to understand.



Can you give an example of a sentence without parallel
structure and then correct it?

Non-parallel: She likes jogging, to swim, and biking. Corrected: She likes jogging,
swimming, and biking.

What are common areas where parallel structure is
used?

Parallel structure is commonly used in lists, comparisons, correlative conjunctions
(both/and, either/or), and paired ideas within sentences.

How can I practice parallel structure effectively?

You can practice parallel structure by identifying sentences with mixed patterns, rewriting
them to maintain consistent grammatical forms, and doing exercises that focus on lists,
comparisons, and conjunctions.

Are there tools or resources to help check parallel
structure in writing?

Yes, many grammar checking tools like Grammarly and Hemingway Editor can highlight
issues with parallel structure, and there are also specific worksheets and exercises
available online for practice.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Parallel Structure: A Practical Guide for Writers

This book offers clear explanations and numerous exercises to help writers understand
and apply parallel structure effectively. It covers the basics of parallelism, common errors,
and advanced techniques to enhance clarity and rhythm in writing. Ideal for students,
educators, and professionals looking to improve their grammar skills.

2. Parallelism in English: Exercises and Examples

Focused specifically on parallel structure, this workbook provides targeted practice
through a variety of sentence-level and paragraph-level exercises. It includes detailed
answer keys and explanations to help learners recognize and correct faulty parallelism.
Perfect for learners at all levels aiming to polish their writing style.

3. The Power of Parallelism: Enhancing Writing with Balanced Sentences

This title explores how parallel structure can be used not only for grammatical correctness
but also for stylistic impact. It discusses how balanced sentences improve readability and
persuasion in both creative and academic writing. The book combines theory with
practical exercises to reinforce learning.

4. Grammar Essentials: Parallel Structure Practice for Success
Designed for students preparing for standardized tests, this book provides concise lessons



on parallelism alongside practice questions modeled after exam formats. It emphasizes the
importance of parallel structure in achieving clear and effective communication. Helpful
tips and strategies support learners in mastering the concept quickly.

5. Parallel Structure Made Easy: Step-by-Step Exercises for Writers

This user-friendly guide breaks down the concept of parallel structure into manageable
steps, making it accessible to writers of all skill levels. Each chapter includes explanations
followed by practice exercises to reinforce understanding. The book also addresses
common pitfalls and how to avoid them.

6. Writing with Rhythm: Parallel Structure in Sentences and Paragraphs

Exploring the musicality and flow that parallelism brings to writing, this book combines
linguistic insights with practical exercises. Readers learn how to create engaging and
harmonious sentences through balanced grammatical structures. Suitable for writers
wanting to elevate their prose style.

7. Effective Writing: Parallel Structure Practice for Academic Success

Targeted at college students, this workbook emphasizes the role of parallel structure in
academic writing, including essays, research papers, and presentations. It provides
examples from scholarly texts and offers exercises to practice constructing parallel
elements. The book aims to enhance both clarity and professionalism in student writing.

8. Parallel Structure in Practice: From Sentences to Paragraphs

This comprehensive resource guides learners through applying parallel structure beyond
sentences, extending to paragraphs and longer texts. It includes exercises that focus on
maintaining consistency and balance throughout a piece of writing. Ideal for advanced
learners and educators seeking in-depth practice material.

9. Clear and Concise: Parallel Structure for Better Communication

Focusing on clarity and brevity, this book shows how parallel structure helps eliminate
ambiguity and improve the flow of ideas. It offers practical exercises that develop the
ability to write with precision and impact. Suitable for business professionals, writers, and
students aiming to communicate more effectively.
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Carman, 2016-02-25 The most important skill you can have in any field or subject is the ability to
express yourself with eloquence and confidence in writing. The tools and rules needed are simple
and easy to remember. Learn everything you need to know to write engaging and informative
essays, stories and research papers. Find ways to take the writing skills you have learned in school
and apply them to real world tasks, be they work related or personal.

practice with parallel structure: GMAT 2017 Strategies, Practice & Review with 2 Practice
Tests Kaplan Test Prep, 2016-06-07 GMAT 2017 Strategies, Practice & Review is an online and book
prep system that covers the essentials of the GMAT to help you score higher on Test Day. You'll get
one-year access to an online center with video and realistic practice tests to help you score higher
on the GMAT. GMAT 2017 Strategies, Practice & Review features: * 2 full-length practice tests (1
realistic Computer Adaptive Test online and 1 in the book) * 400+ practice questions with detailed
explanations * Academic support from Kaplan faculty via our Facebook page:
facebook.com/KaplanGMAT * Strategies and practice sets for all GMAT question types * Integrated
Reasoning practice questions and explanations Kaplan guarantees that if you study with our book
and online resources, you will score higher on the GMAT.

practice with parallel structure: Kaplan GMAT 2016 Strategies, Practice, and Review
with 2 Practice Tests Kaplan, 2015-08-12 Kaplan's GMAT 2016 Strategies, Practice, and Review is
a book and online prep system that covers all the essentials of the GMAT—including the Integrated
Reasoning section—to help you score higher on Test Day. You'll get 1-year access to an online center
that includes in-depth strategies, test information, and additional practice questions to help prepare
you for the GMAT. Kaplan's GMAT 2016 Strategies, Practice, and Review features: * 2 full-length
practice tests (1 realistic Computer Adaptive Test available online and 1 in the book) * 700+ practice
questions with detailed explanations * New! Academic support from Kaplan faculty via our Facebook
page: facebook.com/KaplanGMAT * Strategies and practice sets for all GMAT question types * NEW!
Integrated Reasoning practice questions and explanations Kaplan guarantees that if you study with
our book and online resources, you will score higher on the GMAT.

practice with parallel structure: Elements of Rhetoric and English Composition George
Rice Carpenter, 1905

practice with parallel structure: Cracking the SAT with 5 Practice Tests, 2015 Edition
Adam Robinson, John Katzman, 2014-05-20 5 full-length practice tests (4 full-length tests in the book
& 1 online)--Cover.

practice with parallel structure: Cracking the SAT with 5 Practice Tests, 2014 Edition
Princeton Review, 2013-07-23 THE PRINCETON REVIEW GETS RESULTS. Get all the prep you need
to ace the SAT with 5 full-length practice tests, thorough SAT topic reviews, and extra practice
online. This eBook edition of Cracking the SAT has been optimized for on-screen viewing with
cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations. Inside the Book: All the Practice & Strategies You
Need - 4 full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations - Expert subject reviews for all
test topics - Drills for each test section—Math, Critical Reading, and Writing - Proven techniques for
raising your score - Practical information about what to expect on the SAT - Quick guide to
understanding college costs and loans Exclusive Access to More Practice and Resources Online - 1
additional full-length practice exam - Extra math and verbal drills to hone your technique -
Step-by-step problem-solving guides for the toughest question types - Video tutorials showing you
our strategies in action - Scoring help for book and online tests, plus optional LiveGrader™ essay
scoring - Study plans, college profiles, and resources for finding the perfect college

practice with parallel structure: Cracking the SAT with 5 Practice Tests, 2015 Edition
Princeton Review, 2014-07-08 THE PRINCETON REVIEW GETS RESULTS. Get all the prep you need
to ace the SAT with 5 full-length practice tests, thorough SAT topic reviews, and extra practice
online. This eBook edition has been specially formatted for on-screen viewing with cross-linked
questions, answers, and explanations. Techniques That Actually Work. ¢« Powerful strategies to avoid
traps and beat the test * Tips for pacing yourself and prioritizing tough questions ¢ Detailed
examples for applying each technique to your advantage Everything You Need To Know for a High



Score. ¢ Expert subject reviews for each test topic ¢ Practical information about what to expect on
the SAT ¢ Hit Parade of commonly-appearing SAT vocabulary words Practice Your Way to
Perfection. ¢ 4 full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations ¢ 1 additional full-length
SAT practice exam online ¢ Drills for each test section—Math, Critical Reading, and Writing °
Instant scoring available online for book and online tests, plus optional LiveGrader(TM) essay
scoring

practice with parallel structure: Cracking the SAT Premium Edition with 8 Practice
Tests, 2015 Princeton Review, 2014-07-08 THE ALL-IN-ONE SOLUTION FOR YOUR HIGHEST
POSSIBLE SCORE! Get all the prep you need to ace the SAT with The Princeton Review, including 8
full-length practice tests, thorough topic reviews, and exclusive access to our online Premium Portal
with tons of extra practice and resources. Techniques That Actually Work. « Powerful strategies to
avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and prioritizing tough questions ¢ Detailed
examples for applying each technique to your advantage Everything You Need To Know for a High
Score. ¢ Expert subject reviews for each test topic ¢ Practical information about what to expect on
the SAT ¢ Hit Parade of commonly-appearing SAT vocabulary words Practice Your Way to
Perfection. ¢ 4 full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations ¢ 4 additional full-length
SAT practice exams online ¢ Drills for each test section—Math, Critical Reading, and Writing ¢
Instant scoring available online for book and online tests, plus optional LiveGrader(TM) essay
scoring Plus, with Cracking the SAT, Premium Edition you'll get online access to our exclusive
Premium Portal for an extra competitive edge: * Bonus online math and verbal drills to hone your
techniques ¢ Video tutorials with strategy breakdowns for each section of the SAT « Multi-week
study plan guides ¢ College and university profiles, college admission guides, and financial aid tips *
Special SAT Insider section packed with helpful info on planning college visits, picking a perfect
school, and writing essays that stand out From the Trade Paperback edition.

practice with parallel structure: GED Test Prep Plus 2019 Caren Van Slyke, 2018-12-04
Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for GED Test Prep Plus 2020a€<, ISBN
9781506258669, on sale December 3, 2019. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party
sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitles
included with the product.

practice with parallel structure: Scribal Practices and Approaches Reflected in the Texts
Found in the Judean Desert, Revised Second Edition Emanuel Tov, 2025-10-03 This monograph
revises the first edition of this book (2004) which is long overdue. Many segments needed revision
due in large part to the veritable flood of studies published in the wake of the first edition. In other
cases, the author changed his mind in his continued study of the scrolls improved by the new images
of the Leon Levy Dead Sea Scrolls Digital Library. Hyperlinks to this library are now added to most
references to the scrolls. This book covers many aspects of a handbook for those who study the
scrolls, material culture, and edit scroll fragments.

practice with parallel structure: Automotive System Safety Joseph D. Miller, 2019-12-09
Contains practical insights into automotive system safety with a focus on corporate safety
organization and safety management Functional Safety has become important and mandated in the
automotive industry by inclusion of ISO 26262 in OEM requirements to suppliers. This unique and
practical guide is geared toward helping small and large automotive companies, and the managers
and engineers in those companies, improve automotive system safety. Based on the author’s
experience within the field, it is a useful tool for marketing, sales, and business development
professionals to understand and converse knowledgeably with customers and prospects. Automotive
System Safety: Critical Considerations for Engineering and Effective Management teaches readers
how to incorporate automotive system safety efficiently into an organization. Chapters cover: Safety
Expectations for Consumers, OEMs, and Tier 1 Suppliers; System Safety vs. Functional Safety;
Safety Audits and Assessments; Safety Culture; and Lifecycle Safety. Sections on Determining Risk;
Risk Reduction; and Safety of the Intended Function are also presented. In addition, the book
discusses causes of safety recalls; how to use metrics as differentiators to win business; criteria for a




successful safety organization; and more. Discusses Safety of the Intended Function (SOTIF), with a
chapter about an emerging standard (SOTIF, ISO PAS 21448), which is for handling the
development of autonomous vehicles Helps safety managers, engineers, directors, and marketing
professionals improve their knowledge of the process of FS standards Aimed at helping automotive
companies—big and small—and their employees improve system safety Covers auditing and the use
of metrics Automotive System Safety: Critical Considerations for Engineering and Effective
Management is an excellent book for anyone who oversees the safety and development of
automobiles. It will also benefit those who sell and market vehicles to prospective customers.

practice with parallel structure: GED Test Prep Plus 2022-2023: Includes 2 Full Length
Practice Tests, 1000+ Practice Questions, and 60 Online Videos Caren Van Slyke, 2025-03-25
Rated Best of the Best in GED Prep Books by BestReviews With realistic practice, proven strategies,
and expert guidance, Kaplan's GED Test Prep Plus 2022-2023 (English edition, US exam) gives you
everything you need to pass the test - including 60 online videos to provide expert guidance. Kaplan
is the official partner for live online prep for the GED test, and our GED study guide is 100% aligned
with the GED test objectives. Kaplan’s GED Prep Plus 2022-2023 covers all subjects and is designed
for self-study so you can prep at your own pace, on your own schedule. We're so confident that GED
Test Prep Plus 2022-2023 offers the guidance you need that we guarantee it: After studying with our
book, you'll pass the GED—or you'll get your money back. The Best Practice More than 1,000
practice questions Two full-length practice tests: one in the book and one online with feedback 60
online videos with expert instruction, explanations, and strategies A diagnostic pretest to help you
set up a personalized study plan Essential skills, lesson plans, reviews for all GED subjects:
Reasoning through Language Arts, Mathematical Reasoning, Science, and Social Studies Effective
strategies for writing the RLA extended response Clear instructions on using the Texas Instruments
TI-30XS MultiView calculator Expert Guidance Our GED prep books and practice questions are
written by teachers who know students—every explanation is written to help you learn. We know the
test: The Kaplan team has put tens of thousands of hours into studying the GED—we use real data to
design the most effective strategies and study plans. We invented test prep—Kaplan
(www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and our proven strategies have helped
legions of students achieve their dreams with our best-selling test prep books.

practice with parallel structure: Grammar in Theory and in Practice David Nicholls,
2020-12-18 What are word classes? How can we recognize them? What role do they play in regards
to punctuation? Grammar in Theory and in Practice was written for those who want straight
answers, in plain English, to these crucial, yet rarely asked, questions.This essential guide empowers
students to identify parts of speech rapidly, to employ punctuation marks confidently, and to
examine syntax precisely, in four popular GCSE texts: Lord of the Flies, Animal Farm, Frankenstein,
and 1984. Grammatical categories are neatly defined in the glossary, and each chapter is packed
with practical and demanding exercises, testing your knowledge of nouns, verbs, adjectives,
adverbs, conjunctions, and prepositions. Topics range from the relatively simple, such as common
pronoun errors or subject-verb agreement problems, to the somewhat complex, such as appositives,
participles, or rhetorical devices. At the end of the course, there is a large punctuation section that
revises the usage of commas, colons, semicolons, hyphens, and apostrophes.

practice with parallel structure: Composition and Rhetoric by Practice William Williams,
Jacob Cloyd Tressler, 1923

practice with parallel structure: A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage Larry
Beason, Mark Lester, 2011-11-24 Presents lessons in learning English grammar.

practice with parallel structure: Advanced Practice Nursing Dr. Michalene Jansen PhD,
RN,C, GNP-BC, NP-C, Dr. Mary Zwygart-Stauffacher PhD, RN, GNP/GC, 2009-10-26 Designated a
Doody's Core Title! This is a valuable resource to help prepare advanced practice nurses with the
skills necessary to navigate the healthcare arena. The editors and contributors are experienced
advanced practice nurses with valuable information to share with novice practitioners. Score: 100, 5
stars.-Doody's Medical Reviews Now in its fourth edition, this highly acclaimed book remains the key



title serving graduate-level advanced practice nurses (APNs) and recent graduates about to launch
their careers. The book outlines what is required of the APN, with guidelines for professional
practice for each of the four APN roles: the nurse practitioner, clinical nurse specialist, certified
nurse midwife, and certified registered nurse anesthetist. Advanced Practice Nursing focuses not
only on the care and management of patients, but also on how to meet the many challenges of the
rapidly changing health care arena. Obtaining certification, navigating reimbursement, and
translating research into practice are just a few of the challenges discussed. Key Features: Essential
information on educational requirements and certification Advice on how to make the transition into
professional practice Guidelines for ethical and clinical decision making Discussions on the DNP and
CNL roles in AP nursing Updated and revised content on leadership development, regulation,
informatics, health care organization, and health care policy

practice with parallel structure: GMAT Premier 2017 with 6 Practice Tests Kaplan Test Prep,
2016-06-07 GMAT Premier 2017 is a comprehensive prep system that includes book and
mobile-enabled online components. Get access to in-depth strategies, test information, and practice
questions to help you score higher on the GMAT. GMAT Premier 2017 features: * 1,200+ practice
questions with detailed explanations * 6 full-length practice tests: 5 realistic Computer Adaptive
Tests online and 1 in the book * 200-question online Quiz Bank for customized quiz creation and
review of GMAT practice questions * NEW! 40 advanced quantitative questions with detailed
explanations for high scorers * Mobile-enabled online resources: study anywhere on any device with
an Internet connection * Academic support from Kaplan faculty via our Facebook page:
facebook.com/KaplanGMAT * Updated Integrated Reasoning strategies and practice questions *
Video lessons with top Kaplan GMAT faculty * Study plans to help you make the most of your time
preparing for the GMAT * Register for one-year access to GMAT online center * For test takers who
want to break 700—and nail Integrated Reasoning—this is the definitive resource. Kaplan
guarantees that if you study with the GMAT Premier 2017 online resources and book, you will score
higher on the GMAT.

practice with parallel structure: Writing from the Core Dona Young, 2009-09 Writing from
the Core is more than a handbook: it is a roadmap that leads to correct and effective writing. -An
effective writing style begins with well-written sentences: sentences that speak to the reader clearly
and concisely. - Structure and style cross paths at the sentence core: gain control of the sentence
core, and you also gain control of your editing and revising skills. - In fact, once you can edit and
revise with skill, you may spend more time mulling over your writing and reaching deeper insight,
improving substance as well as style. Writing from the Core takes the mystery out of how to produce
correct, clear, and concise writing, building confidence along with skill. I love this approach; it's
practical yet personal. Writing from the Core is a guide with personality - it takes theory and makes
it real. -Elizabeth Anderson, Writing Instructor, College of DuPage A straight-forward handbook that
has been infinitely more useful than any handbook or workbook I've used in college. -Dominic
Schiralli, Fine Arts major, Indiana University Northwest Students who use this method have a much
easier time with composition. Structure becomes easy, so they can focus on building their writing
skills. This is a great method producing fantastic results. - Peggy Patlan, Adult Education Instructor,
Moraine Valley Community College
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