
practice of selling positions in the
church
practice of selling positions in the church refers to the controversial and
historically significant act of exchanging ecclesiastical offices for money
or other material benefits. This practice, often known as simony, has been a
subject of condemnation and reform throughout church history. Understanding
the origins, implications, and eventual reforms associated with the practice
of selling positions in the church provides insight into the relationship
between religious authority and secular power. This article explores the
historical background, theological objections, and lasting impacts of this
practice while highlighting its significance in shaping church governance.
The examination also covers notable attempts to eradicate the practice and
its relevance in contemporary religious contexts.
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Historical Background of the Practice
The practice of selling positions in the church, commonly termed simony,
dates back to the early medieval period when ecclesiastical offices began to
carry significant social and economic power. Church positions, including
bishoprics, abbeys, and other clerical roles, often came with land, income,
and influence. This made them attractive targets for those seeking both
spiritual authority and material gain. Over time, the buying and selling of
these positions became widespread, often involving secular rulers and wealthy
patrons who influenced church appointments.

Origins and Early Instances
The origins of the practice can be traced to the fourth and fifth centuries
when church offices began to be endowed with property and revenues. Some
individuals exploited this by offering payments or gifts to secure these
positions. Historical records from the early church councils show that such
transactions were viewed with suspicion, yet enforcement was weak.



Expansion During the Middle Ages
By the High Middle Ages, simony had become entrenched in church and secular
politics. The intertwining of church and state led to appointments being
controlled by kings and nobles who sold offices to the highest bidders. This
period saw a significant increase in the commercialization of spiritual
roles, which undermined the church’s moral authority and led to widespread
corruption.

Theological and Ethical Implications
The practice of selling positions in the church raised profound theological
and ethical concerns. The church teaches that spiritual offices should be
conferred based on merit, vocation, and divine calling rather than financial
transactions. The corruption inherent in simony was considered a grave sin,
as it commodified sacred duties and compromised the integrity of church
leadership.

Official Church Teachings Against Simony
Church doctrine has consistently condemned simony. Canon law explicitly
forbids the buying or selling of ecclesiastical offices, citing scriptural
admonitions against profaning spiritual gifts. The practice was seen as
detrimental not only to individual morality but also to the overall sanctity
and credibility of the church.

Ethical Concerns and Moral Critiques
Ethically, the sale of church positions was criticized for promoting greed,
injustice, and the prioritization of wealth over spiritual fitness. Clergy
appointed through simony often lacked genuine pastoral commitment, resulting
in neglect of their duties and harm to the faithful. This exploitation also
eroded trust in religious institutions.

Church Reforms and Responses
Efforts to combat the practice of selling positions in the church have been
central to numerous reform movements throughout history. These reforms aimed
to restore spiritual integrity and reassert ecclesiastical authority free
from secular interference and corruption.

The Gregorian Reform Movement
One of the most significant responses was the Gregorian Reform of the 11th



century, initiated by Pope Gregory VII. This movement sought to eliminate
simony by enforcing clerical celibacy, strengthening canon law, and asserting
the church’s autonomy in appointing its leaders. The reforms were
instrumental in reducing the influence of secular rulers over church offices.

The Council of Trent and Later Actions
The Council of Trent (1545–1563) reaffirmed the church’s stance against
simony and instituted measures to regulate ecclesiastical appointments more
strictly. These included the establishment of seminaries for proper clerical
training and rigorous oversight of bishopric nominations. The post-Tridentine
church continued to combat abuses related to the sale of positions.

Consequences and Legacy
The practice of selling positions in the church left a lasting impact on both
religious institutions and broader society. Its existence contributed to the
erosion of the church’s moral authority and fueled calls for reform and
renewal within Christianity.

Impact on Church Authority
The widespread occurrence of simony weakened the perceived legitimacy of
church leaders and undermined the spiritual mission of the church. This loss
of credibility was a factor in major historical events such as the Protestant
Reformation, which challenged the Catholic Church’s practices and doctrines.

Legacy in Church Governance
In response to the damage caused by simony, modern church governance
structures emphasize transparency, merit-based appointments, and adherence to
canon law. The legacy of combating the practice informs contemporary
standards to prevent corruption and maintain the sanctity of ecclesiastical
offices.

Modern Perspectives on Ecclesiastical
Appointments
While the outright practice of selling positions in the church is officially
condemned and largely eradicated, concerns about nepotism, favoritism, and
undue influence in religious appointments persist in some contexts. Modern
denominations and religious organizations continue to develop policies to
ensure ethical and transparent selection processes.



Contemporary Challenges
Issues such as political interference, patronage, and financial influence
occasionally surface within church appointments. These challenges highlight
the ongoing need for vigilance and reform to uphold the principles that
reject the commodification of spiritual roles.

Ongoing Reforms and Ethical Standards
Many religious bodies have instituted codes of conduct, oversight committees,
and accountability mechanisms to prevent corruption in appointments. These
efforts aim to preserve the integrity of church leadership and ensure that
positions are filled based on spiritual qualifications and service rather
than financial considerations.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What does the practice of selling positions in the
church refer to?
The practice of selling positions in the church, historically known as
simony, refers to the buying and selling of ecclesiastical roles or spiritual
privileges, which is considered unethical and was condemned by many religious
authorities.

Why is the selling of church positions considered
problematic?
Selling church positions undermines the spiritual integrity of the church,
promotes corruption, and prioritizes wealth or influence over genuine
religious calling and qualifications.



Has the practice of selling church positions been
officially condemned?
Yes, the Catholic Church and many other denominations have officially
condemned the practice of simony, with Church councils historically declaring
it a grave sin.

Are there any historical examples of the selling of
positions in the church?
Yes, during the Middle Ages, the selling of church offices was widespread,
leading to significant reform efforts such as those initiated by the
Gregorian Reform and the Council of Trent.

How does the modern church prevent the selling of
positions?
Modern churches often have strict appointment processes, oversight
committees, and ethical guidelines to ensure that positions are filled based
on merit and calling rather than financial transactions.

Can the practice of selling church positions still
occur today?
While largely condemned and regulated against, isolated cases of simony or
similar corrupt practices may still occur, but they are typically met with
disciplinary action.

What are the consequences for clergy involved in
selling church positions?
Clergy found guilty of selling church positions can face canonical penalties,
including removal from office, excommunication, or other disciplinary
measures depending on the church's rules.

How does the practice of selling positions in the
church affect the community of believers?
It can lead to loss of trust in church leadership, weaken the moral authority
of the church, and discourage genuine vocations and participation among
believers.

Additional Resources
1. Simony and the Medieval Church: The Selling of Sacred Offices
This book explores the historical phenomenon of simony—the buying and selling



of church positions—during the medieval period. It delves into the socio-
political and religious implications of this practice and how it affected the
integrity of the church. The author provides detailed accounts of notable
cases and examines the church’s responses and reforms aimed at curbing
simony.

2. The Politics of Ecclesiastical Appointments in the Early Church
Focusing on the early Christian church, this work investigates how church
offices were assigned and often sold to the highest bidder. It discusses the
intersection of religious authority and political power, illustrating how
selling positions undermined spiritual leadership. The book also reviews
canonical laws and councils that addressed the issue.

3. Simony and Spiritual Corruption: A Historical Analysis
This comprehensive study traces the origins and persistence of simony
throughout church history. It analyzes the theological debates surrounding
the practice and its impact on church reform movements. The author also
considers how simony contributed to wider societal perceptions of corruption
within religious institutions.

4. Church Offices for Sale: Economic and Religious Factors in the Practice of
Simony
Examining simony through both economic and religious lenses, this book
discusses why church positions became commodities. It sheds light on the
financial pressures faced by clergy and the laity, and how these pressures
fueled the trade of church offices. The book also evaluates attempts by
various popes and councils to regulate or eliminate the practice.

5. The Selling of Bishoprics: Power, Wealth, and Corruption in the Church
This title focuses specifically on the sale of bishoprics and other high-
ranking positions within the church hierarchy. It highlights specific
historical episodes where such sales led to scandal and conflict. The author
also explores the consequences for church governance and trust among the
faithful.

6. Simony in the Renaissance Church: Causes and Consequences
Covering the Renaissance period, this book discusses how simony adapted to
the changing cultural and political landscape of the time. It reveals the
complicity of influential families and secular rulers in perpetuating the
practice. The book also connects simony to broader themes of church
corruption that sparked the Reformation.

7. Canon Law and the Prohibition of Simony
This text provides an in-depth examination of how canon law developed to
address and prohibit the selling of church offices. It outlines legal
definitions, penalties, and enforcement mechanisms used by the church. The
author also compares different regional approaches to combating simony
throughout history.

8. Simony and Reform: The Quest for a Holy Church
This book highlights the reform movements that emerged in response to simony



and other abuses within the church. It profiles key figures who fought
against the sale of ecclesiastical positions and their efforts to restore
spiritual integrity. The narrative underscores the tension between tradition,
power, and moral renewal.

9. The Legacy of Simony: Influence on Modern Church Practices
Exploring the long-term effects of simony, this work considers how the
practice has shaped contemporary church policies and attitudes toward
appointments. It investigates residual challenges and ongoing efforts to
ensure transparency and holiness in ecclesiastical promotions. The author
argues that understanding simony’s legacy is essential for current and future
church governance.
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The region evolved from an amalgamation of warring Gallic tribes to the most powerful kingdom in
Europe and the secular arm of the Church of Rome. Much of these first centuries are unfairly
regarded as The Dark Ages. There were, propitiously, redeeming periods of light during these times,
strongly influenced by an ever-present Church and the will of extraordinary leaders. Many things we
experience or hear about today and many places we visit are symbolic markers of the history of
France during that period--they have been called lieux de memoire. If you are not familiar with this
history and these lieux, that should not prevent you from enjoying la belle France, but if you anchor
your discovery in a historical context, your experience will be more profound and memorable. Hence
this book.
  practice of selling positions in the church: Julian's Cell Ralph Milton, Julian's Cell is a
unique work of historical fiction, an attempt to imagine Julian of Norwich's life as it could have been.
This is the earthy story of Katherine – daughter of a stern and bitter mother. Married at age 16 to
Walter, she loses both her children and her husband during the great plagues. She has visions of the
passion of Christ and becomes an anchorite – she is buried alive in a cell attached to St. Julian's
church to lead a life devoted to prayer and spiritual counsel. Today she is known as Mother Julian, or
Julian of Norwich, the first woman to write in the English language, and one of the greatest
Christian theologians and mystics of all time.
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2nd Edition Nathan Barber, 2011-10-04 • Fascinating, fact-filled writing that delivers hundreds of
years in the life of the European continent • Terrific supplementary reading for AP History students
  practice of selling positions in the church: The Acts of the Apostles John Saul Howson,
Henry Donald Maurice Spence-Jones, 2024-02-27 Reprint of the original, first published in 1883.
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  practice of selling positions in the church: Lager Dave Carpenter, 2017-10 Lager explores
the history, styles, brewing techniques, and allure of the world's most popular type of beer.
  practice of selling positions in the church: Sex, Sin and Science: What Evolution Says
about Religion and Desire C. Roland Cook, 2009-08 More than any other major religion, ideology
or philosophy, Christianity associates sex, and especially sexual desire, with sin and evil. People may
be able to avoid earthly punishment for their sexual indiscretions, but they can not escape God's
judgment; an afterlife of eternal pain and suffering in hell. Religious sanctions of this sort are
supposed to be in opposition to man's sinful nature; restraining his dangerous sexuality. However,
punishing others for sex is actually part of man's nature. In nature, sex is highly competitive.
Dominant males fight and threaten as they try to control sexual access to fertile females. Human
males behave similarly. Rather than being in opposition to human nature, religion actually reinforces
man's animal instinct to control the sexual behavior of others. This explains why religion-inspired
sexual restrictions and punishments are so popular among men. Of course, religion claims that it's
really all about morality. Without strict religious control over sexual behavior human passions would



lead to the destruction of society. God has given us His law in order to protect us from ourselves.
Religion, it is often said, is what is good for society. But if this is so, why is it that those societies
where religious belief is strongest and which have the harshest penalties for breaking the sexual
code are also the societies that tend to be the least orderly and the most corrupt, brutal and violent?
Religion is taken very seriously in many of the Islamic societies of the Middle East, and the strictest
sexual code is adhered to. Yet, these societies are characterized not by prosperity and social order,
but by poverty, violence and oppression. Meanwhile, the most sexually liberal societies, especially
those of Western Europe, are the freest and the most democratic, prosperous and orderly. If strict
sexual morality is not really good for society, why do religious conservatives everywhere continue to
clamor for it? And why do people so willingly accept religion that tells them their sexuality is sinful
and shameful? The truth is that most of the time people act on their own selfish feelings and desires,
not on what is good for society as a whole. The desire to limit and control the sexual behavior of
others is felt by women as well as men. Powerful feelings, such as sexual jealousy, inspire aggressive
behavior. Strict anti-sex religious morality allows people to act aggressively on these feelings in a
sociably acceptable way. Thus, it's not really about doing what is good for society, it's all about
individual desires. This is best explained from an evolutionary perspective, which is exactly what this
book does.
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Common Ground? Robyn E. Lebron, 2016-02-11 Searching for Spirituality is an introductory course
on forty of the world’s most practiced or most misunderstood religions. Originally born out of author
Robyn Lebron’s efforts to create a Christian education course for her husband’s congregation, this
easy-to-follow reference guide to international religious beliefs is designed to reduce the fear and
skepticism that often comes when we encounter belief systems different than our own, with the
ultimate goal of promoting peace and spiritual unity throughout the world. Covering a broad array of
different faiths, from mainstream Christian denominations to Buddhism to Islam, Searching for
Spiritual Unity breaks down each religion into eleven categories to allow for easy comparative
discussions: history, doctrine, God or gods, the role of Jesus Christ, worship practices, infant
baptism or blessing, confirmation or initiation, marriage, death and afterlife, judgment, and any
special doctrines. Also included are pages for taking notes and comparison charts that can be used
as a quick “at a glance” reference. Did you know that ... • pagan beliefs almost line up perfectly with
Christian concepts? • voodoo dolls are not commonly used by those who practice Voodoo? • Muslims
believe in Jesus Christ’s mission? • the fastest growing religion today is also one of the youngest?
Take the challenge to educate yourself, and replace skepticism and fear with peace and
understanding.
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Curriculum 3e learnON and Print Robert Darlington, 2023-12-26 Jacaranda History Alive 8
Australian Curriculum Third Edition includes Jacaranda's vastly improved eBook on the new
learnON platform: an immersive digital learning environment that enables real-time learning
through peer-to-peer connections, complete visibility and immediate feedback. The new digital
learning platform includes additional teacher resources, such as formal assessments and curriculum
grids.
  practice of selling positions in the church: WORLD HISTORY NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-03-04 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me
at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. You can also get full PDF books in quiz format on our youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/@SmartQuizWorld-n2q .. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook.
This book has been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It
contains many objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are
provided at the end of each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for
aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book
will satisfy the curiosity of most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing
them to new information. Use this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise.



Multiple-choice exams are a common assessment method that all prospective candidates must be
familiar with in today?s academic environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to
this MCQ format, many are not well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia
challenges, one requires test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also
provides you with the skills and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or
competitive examinations. Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or
completed coursework, it will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams,
quizzes, trivia, and more.
  practice of selling positions in the church: World History: Patterns of Interaction
McDougal-Littell Publishing Staff, 2004-03
  practice of selling positions in the church: The Christian Tradition Peter Feldmeier, 2016-07
Featuring an exceptionally lucid writing style and a holistic, integrated approach, The Christian
Tradition: A Historical and Theological Introduction traces the history of Christianity across the
world from its earliest origins up to the present. By connecting theological practices to historical
developments, it helps students understand and appreciate how theological values and perspectives
have grounded major figures and movements. Revealing the many ways that tradition, history,
doctrine, and practice are in constant dialogue, The Christian Tradition offers a fascinating and
balanced introduction to Christianity. PEDAGOGICAL FEATURES: Numerous visual aids, including
more than fifteen maps, keep students engaged A master timeline at the beginning of the book and
chapter-specific timelines provide historical context What to Expect segments give students a
preview of the major concepts covered in each chapter Text boxes throughout offer in-depth looks at
specific events, figures, and ideas Key terms are bolded at their first appearance, listed at the end of
each chapter, and reviewed in a comprehensive glossary at the end of the book Conclusions sections
at the end of each chapter remind students of the most important parts of the material they've just
read
  practice of selling positions in the church: A Passion for Position (eBook) Afrika Mhlophe,
2018-11 Afrika Mhlophe tackles the timely issue of leadership and how it can be misused in today’s
society. He turns us back to the true definition of godly leadership, as defined by the Lord,
reminding leaders that their purpose is to serve.
  practice of selling positions in the church: Access to History: Luther and the German
Reformation 1517-55 3ed Keith Randell, Russel Tarr, 2008-06-27 The Access to History series is the
most popular and trusted series for AS and A level history students, combining all the strengths of
this well-loved series with features that allow all students access to the content and study skills
needed to achieve exam success. Features include: AS questions and exam tips; Definitions of key
terms; Summaries of key historical debates. This edition has been thoroughly revised to meet the
needs of the 2008 AS specifications for OCR and Edexcel. It examines the background to the German
Reformation and the factors which led to it. It then goes on to analyse the ideas and influence of
Luther, how his ideas spread within and beyond Germany, and the political and religious context in
which these changes took place. Throughout the book key dates, terms and issues are highlighted,
and historical interpretations of key debates are outlined. Summary diagrams are included to
consolidate knowledge and understanding of the period, and exam-style questions and tips written
by examiners for the OCR and Edexcel exam specifications provide the opportunity to develop exam
skills.
  practice of selling positions in the church: Jacaranda Humanities Alive 8 Australian
Curriculum, 3e learnON and Print Robert Darlington, Judy Mraz, Benjamin Rood, Matthew
Richardson, Simon Phelan, 2023-11-06 Every lesson in the new Jacaranda Humanities Alive series
has been carefully designed to support teachers and help students evoke curiosity through
inquiry-based learning while developing key skills. Because both what and how students learn
matter.
  practice of selling positions in the church: Saints and Feasts of the Liturgical Year John
Paul Thomas, 2023-12-10 If a list were made of the greatest human beings who have ever lived,



those reflected upon in this four-volume series would be at the top of that list. Though historians
often attempt to judge greatness from their own subjective perspective, there must be an objective
criteria by which human greatness is judged. The only Person Who is capable of establishing that
criteria is God. The criteria that God has established are the virtues, as identified by Jesus and
revealed by Him through the holy Gospels. The goal of this four-volume series is to present each
saint found on the Catholic liturgical calendar (as a Solemnity, Feast, or Memorial) in such a way as
to identify the Godly virtues that place them on the top of that list. Though their greatness has
already been established and their heroic virtues confirmed by the Church, God chose the men and
women found in these pages, not only for greatness in their lifetimes but also as models of holiness
in ours. These men and women are gifts to you, given by God through the Church. Every saint is
unique, but every saint is similar because each one became living witnesses to Christ and living
Gospels for a world in need. Some saints were united to God through martyrdom, some through
virginity and chastity, some through works of charity, and some through lives of intense prayer. The
saints have come from every culture, every socio-economic background, every level of education,
and every personality type. Through every saint, God shines forth, radiating His abundant mercy
through the diversity of their lives. In the end, it is not their personality, preferences, gifts, or any
other unique qualities that unite them as the one communion of saints. It is God and God alone Who
floods their souls and forms them into a united song of praise of God’s eternal glory. Why read about
the saints? Why learn about their lives? Why ponder what they said and did? The answer is simple.
You are called to be among their company. You are called to become as holy as they were,
transformed by God’s grace, and to radiate that grace in the world today. At first, the virtues of the
saints might seem to be out of your reach. The saints can appear to be superhuman. The truth is that
the saints became fully human by becoming who they were created to be. They rejected the
deceptions of the devil, the seductions of the world, and the weaknesses of the flesh. Instead, they
discovered the truths of God, sought out the riches of Heaven, and became filled with the strength of
every virtue. As you read about the lives of the saints, ponder their words and actions, study their
heroic virtues, and learn from their lives of prayer, allow yourself not only to be inspired by them but
also to desire to imitate them. Nothing is stopping you from being counted among the saints in
Heaven. God promises to lavish every grace upon you that you need to walk down that holy path.
Only when you refuse His grace is that mission thwarted.
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