
syracuse football coaches history

syracuse football coaches history chronicles the legacy and evolution of leadership within one of

college football’s most storied programs. The Syracuse Orange football program has been shaped

over more than a century by a series of influential coaches who have left indelible marks on the team’s

performance, culture, and national standing. This article explores the key figures in Syracuse football

coaching history, highlighting their achievements, coaching styles, and contributions to the program’s

development. From early pioneers to modern-era leaders, each coach’s tenure reflects the changing

dynamics of college football and Syracuse’s place within it. Understanding Syracuse football coaches

history provides insight into the program’s successes and challenges, as well as its enduring impact on

the sport. The following sections will detail the history, notable coaches, coaching achievements, and

the future outlook of Syracuse football leadership.

Early Years and Founding Coaches

Era of Prominence: 1950s to 1980s

Modern Coaching Legends

Coaching Strategies and Styles

Impact on Syracuse Football and Legacy

Early Years and Founding Coaches

The foundation of Syracuse football coaches history begins in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,

when the program was first established. The earliest coaches were instrumental in setting the



groundwork for the team’s identity and competitive spirit. These pioneering leaders often served

multiple roles within the university, balancing coaching with administrative duties or teaching. Their

focus was on developing fundamental football skills and organizing the nascent program to compete at

a collegiate level.

First Coaches and Program Establishment

Syracuse University fielded its first football team in 1889. Early coaches such as George O. Redington

and Frank "Buck" O'Neill played critical roles in launching the program. Although records from this era

are sparse, these coaches introduced formal training regimens and competitive schedules that helped

Syracuse gain recognition in college football circles. Their efforts laid the foundation for future growth

and competitive success.

Building a Competitive Team

During the early decades, Syracuse football coaches focused on recruiting regional talent and

implementing basic playbooks. The emphasis was on physical conditioning and fundamental blocking

and tackling techniques. This period saw gradual improvements in win-loss records, establishing

Syracuse as a respected independent football program.

Era of Prominence: 1950s to 1980s

The mid-20th century marked a golden era in Syracuse football coaches history. This period featured

some of the university’s most successful and influential coaches who elevated the program to national

prominence. Their leadership coincided with significant developments in college football, including

expanded media coverage and increasing competition across conferences.



Ben Schwartzwalder’s Legendary Tenure

Ben Schwartzwalder is arguably the most iconic coach in Syracuse football coaches history. Serving

from 1949 to 1973, Schwartzwalder led the Orange to a national championship in 1959 and coached

numerous All-Americans, including Heisman Trophy winner Ernie Davis. His disciplined approach and

innovative strategies helped define Syracuse as a powerhouse. Schwartzwalder’s emphasis on a

strong running game and tough defense became hallmarks of the program.

Successors and Continued Competitiveness

Following Schwartzwalder, coaches such as Frank Maloney and Dick MacPherson maintained the

program’s competitive edge. MacPherson, in particular, rejuvenated Syracuse in the 1980s with

multiple bowl appearances and top-20 rankings. His coaching emphasized aggressive defense and

balanced offense, which kept Syracuse relevant in the increasingly competitive landscape of college

football.

Modern Coaching Legends

The recent decades have seen a new generation of coaches who have contributed to Syracuse

football coaches history by adapting to modern football trends while striving to restore the program’s

national stature. These coaches navigated challenges such as conference realignment, recruiting

battles, and evolving offensive and defensive schemes.

Paul Pasqualoni’s Era

Paul Pasqualoni, who coached from 1991 to 2004, is notable for his long and stable tenure. He guided

Syracuse to multiple bowl games and developed NFL-caliber talent. Pasqualoni’s teams were known

for their physical play and consistent performance, though they occasionally struggled to break into the

national elite during his later years.



Recent Coaches and Program Rebuilding

Subsequent coaches, including Doug Marrone, Scott Shafer, and Dino Babers, have worked to rebuild

and modernize the Syracuse program. Marrone led the team to several bowl victories before moving

on to the NFL. Babers, hired in 2016, introduced an up-tempo offense that revitalized the Orange,

leading to a notable bowl win in 2018. These modern-era coaches continue to adapt Syracuse football

to contemporary college football dynamics.

Coaching Strategies and Styles

Syracuse football coaches history is marked by a variety of coaching philosophies and tactical

approaches. The evolution of offensive and defensive schemes reflects broader trends in college

football as well as the unique strengths of individual coaches and players.

Offensive Innovations

From the power-running schemes of Schwartzwalder’s era to the fast-paced spread offenses of recent

coaches, Syracuse has demonstrated adaptability in offensive strategy. Coaches have frequently

tailored game plans to maximize the abilities of standout athletes, such as tailoring the offense to a

mobile quarterback or a dominant running back.

Defensive Approaches

Defensively, Syracuse has historically emphasized toughness and discipline. Coaches have

implemented various schemes, including 4-3 and 3-4 defenses, to counter opposing offenses

effectively. Defensive innovation has been a key component of many successful seasons, with a focus

on creating turnovers and applying pressure on quarterbacks.



Recruiting and Player Development

Recruiting has always been a central focus for Syracuse football coaches. Effective identification and

development of talent have contributed to the program’s successes. Coaches have worked to build

strong recruiting pipelines, both regionally and nationally, and have emphasized player development to

prepare athletes for professional careers.

Impact on Syracuse Football and Legacy

The collective efforts of Syracuse football coaches throughout history have shaped the identity and

reputation of the program. Their legacies extend beyond win-loss records to influence fan culture,

university pride, and the broader college football landscape.

Notable Achievements and Honors

Syracuse football coaches history includes numerous accolades such as conference titles, bowl game

victories, and national championships. Coaches like Ben Schwartzwalder and Dick MacPherson have

been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame, underscoring their impact on the sport.

Coaches’ Contributions to the Community and University

Beyond the field, Syracuse football coaches have played vital roles in mentoring student-athletes and

contributing to the university community. Their leadership has fostered academic achievement,

character development, and community engagement among players.

Legacy and Influence on Future Generations

The traditions and standards established by past coaches continue to influence current and future

Syracuse football staff and players. The program’s history of strong coaching leadership serves as a



foundation for ongoing aspirations toward excellence and national competitiveness.

Ben Schwartzwalder – National Championship, 1959

Paul Pasqualoni – Multiple Bowl Appearances

Dick MacPherson – Hall of Fame Inductee

Dino Babers – Offensive Revitalization

Recruitment of Heisman Winner Ernie Davis

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of Syracuse football?

The first head coach of Syracuse football was George O. Redington, who coached the team in 1890.

Which Syracuse football coach has the most wins in program history?

Ben Schwartzwalder holds the record for the most wins as Syracuse's head football coach, with 153

victories from 1949 to 1973.

Who coached Syracuse football to its only national championship?

Ben Schwartzwalder coached Syracuse to its only national championship in 1959.



When did Paul Pasqualoni serve as Syracuse football head coach?

Paul Pasqualoni served as head coach of Syracuse football from 1991 to 2004.

Who is the current head coach of Syracuse football as of 2024?

As of 2024, the current head coach of Syracuse football is Dino Babers, who has held the position

since 2016.

Additional Resources

1. Orange Legacy: The History of Syracuse Football Coaches

This comprehensive book traces the lineage of Syracuse football coaches from the program’s

inception to the modern era. It highlights the careers, achievements, and challenges faced by each

coach, emphasizing their impact on the team’s development. Readers gain insight into how coaching

styles evolved and how each leader contributed to Syracuse’s storied football tradition.

2. Coaching the Orange: Legends of Syracuse Football

Focusing on the most influential coaches in Syracuse football history, this book delves into the lives

and philosophies of legendary figures such as Ben Schwartzwalder and Dick MacPherson. Through

interviews and archival research, it reveals the strategies and decisions that led to some of the team’s

greatest successes. The narrative captures the passion and dedication behind building a powerhouse

program.

3. From Ben to Dino: A Chronicle of Syracuse Football Coaches

This book offers a detailed chronicle of Syracuse football coaches spanning several decades,

spotlighting the transition periods and key moments under each coach’s tenure. It examines how

different coaching eras reflected broader changes in college football and the university’s athletic

ambitions. Readers will appreciate the blend of historical context and personal anecdotes.

4. Orange Bloodlines: The Coaches Who Shaped Syracuse Football



Exploring the familial and mentorship ties among Syracuse football coaches, this book uncovers the

deep-rooted connections that have influenced the program’s culture. It showcases stories of coaches

who were former players or assistants before taking the helm and how these relationships fostered

continuity. The book provides a unique perspective on leadership succession in sports.

5. Gridiron Giants: The Impact of Syracuse Football Coaches

This volume highlights the transformative influence of key coaches on Syracuse’s football fortunes,

emphasizing their tactical innovations and recruiting prowess. It includes case studies of landmark

seasons and pivotal games that defined coaching legacies. The book is ideal for readers interested in

the strategic side of college football coaching.

6. Orange Pride: The Evolution of Coaching at Syracuse University

Tracing the evolution of coaching philosophies and practices at Syracuse, this book charts how

coaches adapted to changing athletic landscapes and NCAA regulations. It discusses how each

coach’s vision aligned with or diverged from the university’s goals, shaping the team’s identity. The

narrative also addresses the challenges of maintaining competitiveness over time.

7. Sideline Stories: Memoirs and Anecdotes from Syracuse Football Coaches

A collection of personal stories, reflections, and behind-the-scenes anecdotes from former Syracuse

football coaches, this book offers a candid look at the highs and lows of coaching at a major program.

It provides readers with intimate glimpses into coaching life, team dynamics, and memorable moments

on the sideline. The engaging narrative humanizes the men behind the whistle.

8. The Orange Coaching Tree: Syracuse Football’s Mentors and Proteges

This book explores the coaching tree that has grown from Syracuse’s football program, tracing how

former coaches and assistants have influenced the wider football world. It highlights the mentorship

roles played by Syracuse coaches and the legacy they left through their proteges. The book appeals to

readers interested in coaching networks and career development.

9. Syracuse Football: A Century of Coaches and Championships

Celebrating over 100 years of coaching history, this book recounts the stories of Syracuse’s football



coaches alongside the team’s championship pursuits. It balances statistical achievements with human

interest stories, providing a well-rounded history of the program’s highs and lows. Readers will find a

rich tapestry of tradition, leadership, and resilience.
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1785 and before Georgia eventually played its first football game, the first book was read at UGA
right after Abraham Baldwin of the University of Georgia drafted legislation that became the charter
of the university. Georgia student life moved quickly as the first student organization was founded as
the Demosthenian Literary Society was founded. The first commencement was held with Josiah
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UGA played its first intercollegiate football game. It took a while but in 1929, the school built its first
stadium Sanford Stadium. The rest of the college football is not necessarily thrilled that Georgia
became so good, so fast, and now they are recognized as the best team in the nation. Georgia won
its first National Championship in 1942. In 1980, Georgia repeated its national championship with
freshman Herschel Walker leading the way. The Bulldogs remained a national powerhouse with a lot
of close calls to greatness until 2022 when it again won another National Championship with a coach
who was a great Georgia graduate. Go Bulldogs! This book captures the whole great story of Georgia
football. It takes the reader through stories about Georgia’s great immortal coaches and great
players over the years. You will not be able to put this book down.
  syracuse football coaches history: The 1960s in Sports , Miles Coverdale Jr., 2020-04-27 This
book includes the most significant sporting events of the 1960s, covering all the moments that
generated tremendous growth in professional and college sports in America during this decade. It
features stories such as Roger Maris breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record, Wilt Chamberlain
scoring 100 points, and Muhammad Ali beating Sonny Liston. Sports became a national obsession in
the 1960s as people tuned in on their new televisions to watch the exploits of some of the most
legendary athletes and teams in history. It was the decade of Mickey Mantle, Jim Brown, Bill Russell,
Bobby Hull, and Arnold Palmer, the decade when the Celtics dominated basketball, Joe Namath
delivered on his Super Bowl guarantee, and the Miracle Mets won the World Series. In The 1960s in
Sports: A Decade of Change, Miles Coverdale looks back at what was arguably the greatest decade
in sports history, when the sports world of today began to take shape during a very tumultuous
period of American history. At the start of the decade, thirteen years after Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier in baseball, major league rosters were still populated mostly by white Americans. The
NFL and NBA were struggling financially and were much less popular than college football and
basketball. The Olympics were still open only to amateur athletes. But the sports landscape changed
dramatically in the 1960s. Coverdale traces this development by covering the significant events and
iconic players of the decade, including stars such as Sandy Koufax, Johnny Unitas, Bobby Orr, and
Jack Nicklaus. There were great teams and incredible rivalries, and professional and college sports
alike expanded and thrived. Featuring over 70 photos of legendary athletes and memorable
moments, The 1960s in Sports transports the reader back to a golden age in sports. With additional
coverage of important historical events such as the Cold War, Vietnam, and the Civil Rights
Movement, this book also reveals how social and political events impacted the sports world, making
it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in this significant decade.
  syracuse football coaches history: The Anatomy of a Game David M. Nelson, 1994 This is the
first football history to chronicle year by year how playing rules developed the game. Football - a
four-dimensional game of rushing, kicking, forward passing, and backward passing - has had more
playing rule changes since its inception than any other sport. The Anatomy of a Game follows
football rules from the game's European roots through its beginning in the United States to its
position as the number-one spectator sport in the 1990s. Highlighted are details of the crisis years
that changed the character of the game, with coaches and rules committee members the featured
players. David M. Nelson, who served on the NCAA Rules Committee longer than Walter Camp,
provides personal insight into all Rules Committee meetings since 1958, as well as an appendix -
chronological and by rule - listing every change since 1876. Ever since the first two human beings
kicked, threw, or batted an object competitively, there have been playing rules. Games are
mentioned in the Bible, and the Romans brought football's forerunner to Britain, from where it was
exported to the United States. It was in the United States that college students decided to make
their game rugby rather than soccer. Although the students invented United States football and
made the first rules, their ruling power was eventually lost to the faculty, administrators, coaches,
rules committees, and the NCAA. Beginning as a brutal sport, football survived several crises before
and after the turn of the century, eventually becoming respectable. The 1931 injury crisis split the
high school and college rules and the same year the professionals went their own way, with rules
largely based on spectator appeal. Today the sport is a national treasure primarily because of its



playing rules, over seven hundred in total, which make college football unique among the world's
team sports. Moreover, football remains an American game, never having the same impact in other
countries as do baseball and basketball. Rules make the game, but people make the rules. Football
survived the major crises that threatened the game because committee members adhered to the
precepts that had governed football since its inception. The game began with an attempt to have a
consistent code of justice, personal accountability, and equality. In some sense the playing rules are
a type of moral precept that explains in the simplest terms what can and cannot be done. The
Football Code, which first prefaced the rules in 1916, makes the game - more than any other sport -
a moral one because it sets standards for coaching, playing, sportsmanship, and officiating.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  syracuse football coaches history: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1997
  syracuse football coaches history: Sports and the Racial Divide Michael E. Lomax,
2011-03-11 With essays by Ron Briley, Michael Ezra, Sarah K. Fields, Billy Hawkins, Jorge Iber, Kurt
Kemper, Michael E. Lomax, Samuel O. Regalado, Richard Santillan, and Maureen Smith This
anthology explores the intersection of race, ethnicity, and sports and analyzes the forces that shaped
the African American and Latino sports experience in post-World War II America. Contributors
reveal that sports often reinforced dominant ideas about race and racial supremacy but that at other
times sports became a platform for addressing racial and social injustices. The African American
sports experience represented the continuation of the ideas of Black Nationalism—racial solidarity,
black empowerment, and a determination to fight against white racism. Three of the essayists
discuss the protest at the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico City. In football, baseball, basketball,
boxing, and track and field, African American athletes moved toward a position of group strength,
establishing their own values and simultaneously rejecting the cultural norms of whites. Among
Latinos, athletic achievement inspired community celebrations and became a way to express pride in
ethnic and religious heritages as well as a diversion from the work week. Sports was a means by
which leadership and survival tactics were developed and used in the political arena and in the fight
for justice.
  syracuse football coaches history: Total Lacrosse Paul Bowker, 2016-12-15 This title explores
everything a young reader would want to know about lacrosse, from the game's tribal roots to
today's modern superstars. The title also features informative sidebars, a glossary, and further
resources. SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo Publishing Company.
  syracuse football coaches history: The American Game S. L. Price, 2025-05-20 From “the
master of new journalism [who always] hits it over the fence” (New York Times) and “one of the
finest writers on sports anywhere” (USA Today), the scintillating story of lacrosse—the game
invented by the Haudenosaunee, played with more passion than any other, that stubbornly mirrors
America’s ongoing struggle with inclusivity Nearly a millennium ago, Native Americans created
lacrosse as a means of training warriors and settling disputes. Co-opted by whites in the late 1800s,
played for a century largely at elite east coast colleges, over the past thirty years lacrosse has
exploded around the world, becoming the fastest growing sport in the U.S. while exposing the fault
lines of prejudice and privilege that continue to dog its image. At the same time, the spiritual nature
and dazzling style of the Native game has been elevated to center stage as the brilliant
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) play as a nation unto themselves, maintaining their deep traditions and
hoping for inclusion in the 2028 Olympics. Based on seven years of research and observation and
crafted with consummate skill, The American Game takes readers inside a unique cultural landscape
that nonetheless reflects the wider world. Fluidly weaving in compelling action on the field from
World Championships to tense NCAA tournaments, Price also chronicles the controversies and
anomalies that have in many ways defined lacrosse. Racism stubbornly persists—and the
Haudenosaunee have endured plenty in their rise—yet few mainstream entities have done more than
lacrosse to champion the Native American experience. The Duke rape case and the murder of
Yeardley Love still resonate, reinforcing the sport’s elite “laxbro” image, yet women remain the core



force powering its astonishing boom. Lacrosse’s longtime link with Wall Street endures, but its bond
with elite military service is just as remarkable. Price introduces legendary individuals from Jim
Brown (some say he was even better at lacrosse than football), Black superstar Kyle Harrison and
the brilliant Iroquois stickman Lyle Thompson, to famed coaches Lars Tiffany and Kelly Amonte
Hiller and Onondaga faithkeeper Oren Lyons. All of them, and all who play the game, pay homage to
the mystical qualities of the lacrosse stick, which American coaching icon Bill Tierney calls “the
thing that makes you special.” A masterpiece of narration and investigation, The American Game is
the powerful story of a sport that, perhaps more than any other, captures the complexity of America
in its ongoing effort to achieve a more perfect union.
  syracuse football coaches history: Sports in America from Colonial Times to the
Twenty-First Century: An Encyclopedia Steven A. Riess, 2015-03-26 A unique new reference
work, this encyclopedia presents a social, cultural, and economic history of American sports from
hunting, bowling, and skating in the sixteenth century to televised professional sports and the X
Games today. Nearly 400 articles examine historical and cultural aspects of leagues, teams,
institutions, major competitions, the media and other related industries, as well as legal and social
issues, economic factors, ethnic and racial participation, and the growth of institutions and venues.
Also included are biographical entries on notable individuals—not just outstanding athletes, but
owners and promoters, journalists and broadcasters, and innovators of other kinds—along with
in-depth entries on the history of major and minor sports from air racing and archery to wrestling
and yachting. A detailed chronology, master bibliography, and directory of institutions,
organizations, and governing bodies—plus more than 100 vintage and contemporary
photographs—round out the coverage.
  syracuse football coaches history: Coach & Athlete , 1960
  syracuse football coaches history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia Dave Blevins,
2011-12-23 In 1936, the Baseball Hall of Fame was established to honor the legends of the sport.
The first inductees were some of the greatest names of the dugout, including Ty Cobb and Babe
Ruth. Less than ten years later, in 1945, the Hockey Hall of Fame inducted its first members. The
Soccer Hall of Fame was established in 1950, followed by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 1959, and
the Football Hall of Fame in 1963. In all, more than 1,400 inductees—players, teams, and behind the
scenes personnel—have been enshrined in these five halls of fame. The Sports Hall of Fame
Encyclopedia is a comprehensive listing of each inductee elected into one or more of these major
sports halls of fame. From Hank Aaron to Fred Zollner, this book contains biographical information,
sport and position(s) played, and career statistics (when applicable) of each of the more than 1,400
honorees. The book also includes specific appendixes for each shrine, in which inductees are listed
alphabetically and by year of induction. Also included are appendixes briefly describing the history
of each hall of fame.
  syracuse football coaches history: When All the World was Browns Town Terry Pluto,
1997 The award-winning sportswriter who regaled Cleveland's baseball fans with his wry,
affectionate portrait of the Indians in The Curse of Rocky Colavito now immortalizes the
much-beloved Cleveland Browns in this story of the team's 1964 championship season. of photos.
  syracuse football coaches history: NFL Head Coaches John Maxymuk, 2012-08-07 The 466
men who have held the increasingly demanding and prestigious position of Head Coach in the
National Football League and the two leagues that merged into it (the All America Football
Conference of the 1940s and the American Football League of the 1960s) form an exclusive club.
This book essentially answers three questions about every professional head coach since 1920: Who
was he? What were his coaching approach and style, in terms of both leadership and gridiron
tactics? How successful was he? Every entry begins with standard background information, followed
by each coach's yearly regular season and postseason coaching record, and then his statistical
tendencies toward scoring, defense and play calling. The entry then addresses the three questions
noted above.
  syracuse football coaches history: The Sports Hall of Fame Encyclopedia David Blevins, 2012



Provides a comprehensive listing, including biographical information and statistics, of each athlete
inducted into one of the major sports halls of fame.
  syracuse football coaches history: Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore Mike Finnie, Lou
Prato, Chad Leistikow, Ron Falk, 1998 In this book, Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore, lowa's grand
athletic history is chronicled in its most complete form ever and its athletes and teams of yesteryear
are brought back to life. This book also lists the great and not-so-great moments in lowa athletic
history in the 'Charts' features. These sections provide a handy factual resource to demonstrate
Hawkeye individuals and teams that rank in the school's history. Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore is
a must for anyone who is loyal to the Black and Gold and is the perfect gift for your favourite
Hawkeye fan.
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Fran Brown talked with Colgate coach about ‘intriguing’ job opportunity (podcast)
(syracuse.com23d) Syracuse, N.Y. — Colgate coach Curt Fitzpatrick posted a 45-5 record as the
head coach of Cortland football, winning the Division III national championship in 2023. Fitzpatrick’s
work caught the eye
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‘You either coach it or you allow it’: Was Syracuse football coach right to run his players
after they won? (Cleveland.com21d) CLEVELAND, Ohio - When Syracuse’s football team defeated
UConn 27-20 in overtime last Saturday, fans might have expected the team to go right from the final
gun to celebrating. Instead, they witnessed
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