
syrians speak what language

syrians speak what language is a common question that arises when exploring the rich cultural
and linguistic landscape of Syria. This article delves into the primary languages spoken by Syrians,
including the official language and the various minority languages that reflect the country's diverse
ethnic groups. Understanding what language Syrians speak is essential for grasping the social and
historical context of the region. Additionally, the article examines dialectal variations, language
influences, and the role of languages in education and media. Readers will gain a comprehensive
overview of the linguistic profile of Syria, highlighting the complexity and heritage of Syrian
communication. The following sections provide an organized exploration of these themes for better
clarity and depth.

The Official Language of Syria

Dialectal Variations in Syrian Arabic

Minority Languages Spoken by Syrians

Influences on the Syrian Language Landscape

Languages in Syrian Education and Media

The Official Language of Syria
The primary language spoken by Syrians is Arabic, designated as the official language of the
country. Arabic serves as the lingua franca for communication, administration, education, and media
throughout Syria. It holds a significant cultural and religious importance, being the language of the
Quran and a key component of Arab identity. Syrian Arabic, a dialect of Levantine Arabic, is widely
spoken by the majority of the population. The use of Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is prevalent in
formal settings such as government documents, literature, news broadcasts, and education, ensuring
a unified linguistic framework for official communication across the nation.

Modern Standard Arabic and Its Role
Modern Standard Arabic is the standardized literary form of Arabic used across the Arab world,
including Syria. It is taught in schools and used in official and formal contexts, such as newspapers,
television, and official speeches. Syrians learn MSA from an early age, which enables them to
communicate effectively with Arabic speakers from other countries. Although MSA is not typically
spoken in everyday conversation, it remains a vital language for education and cross-regional
communication.



Levantine Arabic Dialect
Levantine Arabic, specifically the Syrian variant, is the most commonly spoken dialect in daily life. It
differs significantly from Modern Standard Arabic in pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar.
Syrian Arabic includes unique phonetic and lexical features that distinguish it from other Levantine
dialects spoken in neighboring countries like Lebanon and Jordan. This dialect is the natural mode of
communication for Syrians in informal settings and interpersonal interactions.

Dialectal Variations in Syrian Arabic
Within Syria, several regional dialects of Arabic exist, reflecting the country's geographic and
cultural diversity. These dialects vary between urban and rural areas, as well as among different
governorates. The main dialectal groups include Damascus Arabic, Aleppine Arabic, Coastal Arabic,
and Bedouin dialects, among others. These variations influence pronunciation, vocabulary, and
sometimes even syntax, demonstrating the rich linguistic mosaic of Syrian Arabic.

Urban vs. Rural Dialects
Urban dialects, such as those spoken in Damascus and Aleppo, tend to be more standardized and
widely understood across the country due to their association with major cities and media. Rural
dialects can be more distinct and localized, often preserving older linguistic characteristics or
incorporating elements from minority languages spoken in those areas.

Bedouin Dialects
Bedouin communities in Syria speak dialects that differ considerably from urban forms of Levantine
Arabic. These dialects are influenced by nomadic lifestyles and have unique phonological and lexical
features. Bedouin Arabic often retains classical Arabic elements more than other dialects and serves
as a marker of Bedouin cultural identity.

Minority Languages Spoken by Syrians
Syria is home to a variety of ethnic minorities, each contributing their own languages to the
country's linguistic landscape. Aside from Arabic, several minority languages are spoken by
significant portions of the population. These languages enrich Syria's cultural heritage and are often
used in familial, community, and cultural contexts.

Kurdish Language
The Kurdish language is spoken predominantly in northeastern Syria, where Kurdish communities
reside. Kurdish belongs to the Iranian branch of the Indo-European language family and exists in
several dialects, including Kurmanji, which is the most common in Syria. Kurdish language use is
often tied to ethnic identity and cultural preservation.



Armenian Language
Armenians in Syria maintain their language as a vital aspect of their community life. Armenian is an
Indo-European language with a unique alphabet and literary tradition. Armenian Syrians often use
their language in churches, schools, and cultural organizations, keeping their heritage alive despite
being a minority.

Other Minority Languages
Additional minority languages spoken in Syria include:

Assyrian Neo-Aramaic – used by Assyrian communities primarily in the northeast.

Turkmen – spoken by Syrian Turkmen groups, usually in northern regions.

Circassian – spoken by Circassian minorities, mainly in scattered communities.

These languages contribute to Syria's multilingual character and coexist alongside Arabic as part of
the country's social fabric.

Influences on the Syrian Language Landscape
The linguistic environment in Syria is shaped by historical, cultural, and geopolitical factors that
influence the languages spoken and their usage. Centuries of interaction with neighboring cultures,
colonial history, and modern migration patterns have left marks on Syrian Arabic and minority
languages alike.

Historical Influences
Syria's strategic location has exposed it to various empires and civilizations, including the Romans,
Byzantines, Ottomans, and French. These influences introduced linguistic elements and loanwords
into Syrian Arabic and minority languages. For example, French and Turkish loanwords are present
in everyday Syrian Arabic vocabulary.

Religious and Cultural Impact
Religion plays a key role in language use in Syria. Arabic, as the language of Islam, holds religious
prestige, while Christian minorities have preserved liturgical languages such as Classical Syriac.
Cultural traditions and religious practices have helped sustain minority languages within their
respective communities.



Languages in Syrian Education and Media
Language education and media in Syria primarily revolve around Arabic, with Modern Standard
Arabic being the medium of instruction across public schools. Minority languages often have limited
formal recognition but may be taught in community schools or religious institutions. Media outlets
predominantly use Arabic, but some minority languages have dedicated radio or television programs
catering to their communities.

Education System Language Policy
The Syrian education system mandates Arabic as the language of instruction. Students learn Modern
Standard Arabic, and in some cases, English or French as foreign languages. Minority languages are
generally not part of the official curriculum but may be offered in private or community-based
schools to support cultural preservation.

Media and Broadcasting
Arabic dominates Syrian media, including television, radio, newspapers, and digital platforms.
However, minority languages such as Kurdish and Armenian have access to localized media services
that broadcast news and cultural content in their respective languages. This media presence helps
maintain linguistic diversity and serves the needs of different ethnic groups.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language spoken in Syria?
The official language spoken in Syria is Arabic.

Do Syrians speak any languages other than Arabic?
Yes, besides Arabic, some Syrians also speak Kurdish, Armenian, Aramaic, and English.

Is the Arabic spoken in Syria different from other Arabic
dialects?
Yes, Syrians primarily speak Levantine Arabic, which has distinct pronunciation and vocabulary
compared to other Arabic dialects.

Are there any minority languages spoken by Syrians?
Yes, minority languages in Syria include Kurdish, Armenian, Turkmen, and Neo-Aramaic dialects
spoken by various ethnic groups.



Is English commonly spoken among Syrians?
English is taught in schools and used in business and education, but it is not widely spoken as a first
language among most Syrians.

Additional Resources
1. The Languages of Syria: A Cultural Mosaic
This book explores the rich linguistic landscape of Syria, delving into the various languages spoken
by its diverse communities. It highlights Arabic as the official language while also discussing the
presence of Kurdish, Armenian, Aramaic, and other minority languages. The author provides
historical context and examines how language shapes Syrian identity and culture.

2. Arabic Dialects of Syria: A Linguistic Journey
Focusing on the different Arabic dialects spoken throughout Syria, this book offers an in-depth look
at regional variations and their unique features. It covers urban and rural speech patterns,
influences from neighboring countries, and how socio-political changes have impacted language use.
Ideal for linguists and language enthusiasts interested in Levantine Arabic.

3. Voices of Syria: Language, Identity, and Conflict
This work investigates the relationship between language and identity among Syrians amidst
ongoing conflict. It explores how language serves as a tool for solidarity and resistance, as well as a
marker of ethnic and religious affiliation. The author combines personal narratives with linguistic
analysis to paint a comprehensive picture of Syria’s sociolinguistic reality.

4. Multilingual Syria: The Coexistence of Languages
Highlighting Syria’s multilingual environment, this book examines the coexistence of Arabic,
Kurdish, Armenian, Syriac, and other languages. It discusses language policies, education, and
media, focusing on how different languages function in daily life. The book provides insights into the
challenges and opportunities of maintaining linguistic diversity.

5. Syrian Arabic: Grammar and Usage
Designed for learners and scholars, this book offers a thorough guide to Syrian Arabic grammar and
practical usage. It includes examples from everyday conversations, idiomatic expressions, and
common vocabulary. The book serves as a resource for those seeking to understand or acquire the
Syrian dialect of Arabic.

6. Endangered Languages of Syria: Preservation and Revival
This book addresses the status of minority languages in Syria that are at risk of disappearing. It
documents efforts to preserve languages like Aramaic and Circassian, including community
initiatives and academic projects. The author emphasizes the importance of linguistic heritage for
cultural continuity and diversity.

7. Language and Migration: Syrian Diaspora Communities
Exploring how Syrian emigrants maintain their linguistic heritage abroad, this book examines
language use in diaspora communities. It discusses language shift, bilingualism, and the role of
Arabic and minority languages in preserving identity. The study also looks at intergenerational
transmission and challenges faced by displaced Syrians.

8. The Role of Language in Syrian Education



This book analyzes the educational system in Syria with a focus on language instruction and policy.
It reviews the teaching of Arabic as the national language alongside minority languages and foreign
languages like English and French. The author considers how education shapes linguistic
competence and social integration.

9. Syrian Sign Language: Communication Beyond Words
Focusing on the deaf community in Syria, this book provides an overview of Syrian Sign Language,
its structure, and usage. It highlights the challenges faced by deaf Syrians in accessing education
and social services. The book advocates for greater recognition and support for sign language users
within Syrian society.
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  syrians speak what language: Language Maintenance and Shift Among the Syrian
Community in Malaysia Hanan Aldoukhi, Nurul Huda Hamzah, R. K. Shangeetha, 2024-03-11 This
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might experience a shift. The way the minority communities view their mother language by
prioritizing or deprioritizing its use in the family milieu are factors that contribute to language
maintenance and language shift (LMLS). As such, this book provides insights on how Syrian parents
are managing their own and their children’s language/s, along with the language of the host country.
  syrians speak what language: Syria Coleman South, Leslie Jermyn, Kelly Spence, 2016-04-15
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today it experiences hardship on a daily basis and faces challenges that have become a global focus.
This book explores the history, people, places, and culture that make up modern-day Syria. All books
of the critically-acclaimed Cultures of the World® series ensure an immersive experience by offering
vibrant photographs with descriptive nonfiction narratives, and interactive activities such as
creating an authentic traditional dish from an easy-to-follow recipe. Copious maps and detailed
timelines present the past and present of the country, while exploration of the art and architecture
help your readers to understand why diversity is the spice of Life.
  syrians speak what language: SYRIAN CITIZENS / STATELESSES Asst. Prof. ALİ OSMAN
TAŞLICA, 2021-03-28 This book aims to tell the stories and struggles of and many wrong-known
truths about more than 23.000 Syrian Refugees who started to live in Turkey as of year 2011
through the works and studies of a project group and a project leader who touched their lives
between 2016-2020. Our project that we started with a dream of the project designer has finally
come true. To make the world a better, more habitable place is in our hands. We have realized 3
million Syrians and 3 million trees project with the ideal and conscious to live like a forest all
together in peace and Qualified Employment Project with the financing support of GİZ, the German
Society for International Cooperation. In this project with the aim to make economic contribution to
our Syrian guests and to make them take part in active business life, 3.800 Syrian people and 1.260
Turkish people have participated in sapling planting and vocational training. It was the primary goal
of our project to plant one tree for each of 3.700.000 million Syrians who have migrated to Turkey,
namely for each tree which was chopped down, and to establish emotional bond between the citizens
on this country and to contribute to Green Europe Project. Another goal of our project is to
contribute to sustainable employment. Within the scope of project works, we performed many field
studies in different areas. In all academic studies carried out up until today, human subjects were
selected generally from refugee camps and those studies remained as periodical studies. 2.560
human subjects selected for this study have been selected from among Syrians trying to live in
Gaziantep and Istanbul and working within the scope of the project; this is a unique study in its field
in terms of participants, same questions were asked in different periods of time within 4 years and
relevant changes were observed. This study not only includes the evaluations of the Syrian
beneficiaries but also reflects the views of our 1.260 citizens from Gaziantep and Kilis provinces
about Syrian Refugees. We hope that our studies will contribute to ones who carries out studies
about refugees and to NGOs which develop projects for them. Our study begins with an introduction
which includes an overall assessment of Syrian Refugees. We have included some stories from the
field between chapters. Some of them gives many information in brief and with full of emotion about
the matters that we wish to tell and try to write reams of writings. Second chapter contains a
determination of state and fourth chapter contains the evaluation of problems that we determined as
a result of field studies in which the same questions were asked to different Syrians within 3 years.
Sixth chapter explains “Wrong-Known Truths” evolved from individual judgment to social judgment
within 10 years. Knowing the truth by every segment of the society of those wrongs mostly used in
social conflicts will be the most realistic common ground de-conflict environment. Seventh chapter
contains the contents need to be known about “3 Million Syrians –3 Million Trees” Project. Other
chapters contain the outcomes of Istanbul Survey, Gaziantep-2018 (Syrian Beneficiaries) and
Gaziantep-2019 Field Studies and “Our Citizens’ Perception of Syrian Refugees”. Sixteenth chapter
contains the field studies carried out within the scope of Qualified Employment Project-2020. Last
chapter of the book contains a return project. In all sections of the book, we explained the current
conditions evenhandedly and in a way to cover all the relevant parties. The results of our survey
study in which we have measured the perceptions of our citizens about Syrian refugees indicated the
necessity of a vision regarding the repatriation. Large segment of the society expects the
repatriation of the Syrian refugees. In our survey, only 8,6% of the participants believe that all the
Syrians will return to their countries after the end of civil war in Syria and 43,1% believe that none
of them will return. If they stay in Turkey, most of the participants, approximately 81,6%, object to
conferring Turkish citizenship to Syrian refugees. Project outputs develop solutions not only for



repatriation but also for many problems identified in problems section. “Swallows are
refugee/migratory birds. They fly very fast. During the migration, hundreds of swallows are caught
by the storm and die. While the swallows which healthily complete the migration process fly through
the warm sky, they remember their deceased friends and scream with pain and anger. Syrians are
not half as swallows. They cannot grieve for their lost lives in order not to disturb other people.”
(Ahmet Ümit, Swallow Scream, p. 289-290)
  syrians speak what language: Area Handbook for Syria Richard F. Nyrop, 1971 Attempts to
provide a comprehensive study of the dominant social, political and economic aspects of Syrian
society and to identify the pattern of behaviour characteristic of its members.
  syrians speak what language: Historical Dictionary of Syria David Commins, David W. Lesch,
2013-12-05 In 2011, massive protest movements that appeared to come out of nowhere caught the
Arab world’s autocrats by surprise and brought down powerful leaders in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and
Yemen. Thousands of Syrians took to the streets in March 2011 calling for the “fall of the regime,”
the popular slogan of Arab uprisings, but found themselves confronting a determined foe willing to
slaughter thousands of citizens and to destroy entire city neighborhoods in order to hold onto power.
By the middle of 2013, Syria was in the midst of a nightmarish civil war marked by more than 80,000
deaths, sectarian massacres, the flight of one-fourth the country’s population from their homes, the
disintegration of government institutions in much of the country, and a rising humanitarian crisis as
food, medicine, and electricity grew short. Nobody in Syria or the outside world appears to be in a
position to stop what looked like a fight to the bitter end, at whatever cost to the country. This third
edition of the Historical Dictionary of Syria covers the recent events in Syria as well as the history
that led up to these events. This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay, and an
extensive bibliography. The cross-referenced dictionary section has over 500 entries on significant
persons, places and events, political parties and institutions, literature, music and the arts. This
book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about
Syria.
  syrians speak what language: De-essentializing Refugees: Perceptions, Experiences,
and Becoming of Syrians in Türkiye Umut Ozkaleli, 2025-04-26 This book delves into the
profound journey of Syrians from pre-war aspirations to the harsh realities of refugee life in Türkiye.
Through the voices of seventy-nine individuals, it explores the transformation from hopeful citizens
seeking social change to displaced refugees. Grounded in fieldwork conducted between 2015 and
2016, the manuscript poses the critical question: “How is refugee ‘becoming’ experienced in dual
spatiality and multiple temporalities?” By integrating innovative approaches like relational
pragmatics and intersectional identities, this work enriches existing conflict theories.The author
employs a unique methodological lens inspired by cinematic apparatus theory, utilizing an
“eye-camera” perspective to create Brechtian “breaking moments” that invite readers to engage
deeply with the narratives. This book is not just an academic exploration; it is a powerful call to
confront the normalization of war and to understand the irreversible impacts of violence and
displacement through the lived experiences of individuals. Ideal for those interested in both
theoretical discussions and the raw realities of human experience, this manuscript offers a
compelling look at the refugee experience that challenges readers to rethink their perceptions of
conflict and resilience.
  syrians speak what language: Syria - Culture Smart! Sarah Standish, Culture Smart!,
2010-09-01 After years of diplomatic isolation Syria is emerging from the cold. Its government is a
key Middle Eastern player, and will be a major element of any possible comprehensive Middle
Eastern peace deal. To visit Syria is to become acquainted with one of the most rewarding
destinations in the Middle East. Its historic attractions are stunning, and the Syrians are proud and
gracious hosts; you can expect to be treated like a person and not just a tourist. Of course, there are
always thorns with the roses: Syria's economy is inefficient, and its youth are frustrated; the
strong-man political system that has held the country together does not encourage public
intellectual life, but nor does it prevent young Syrians from debating with passion in private. The



Syrian sense of tradition has preserved some of the bad along with the good, and society remains
highly patriarchal. Despite such drawbacks, this is a country that's rich not only in resources, but
also, and especially, in its people. American author Sarah Standish looks at Syria's long history and
its present-day political realities. She describes the many subgroups that make up the population as
well as what unites all Syrians. She offers practical tips for traveling and on what to expect when
conducting business. You'll learn how people communicate with each other, and how you can
communicate with them. The Syrians will never stop surprising you: get to know a few, and they will
turn the stereotypes inside out several times over.
  syrians speak what language: Reluctant Reception Kelsey P. Norman, 2020-11-12 Seeking
to understand why host states treat migrants and refugees inclusively, exclusively, or without any
direct engagement, Kelsey P. Norman offers this original, comparative analysis of the politics of
asylum seeking and migration in the Middle East and North Africa. While current classifications of
migrant and refugee engagement in the Global South mistake the absence of formal policy and law
for neglect, Reluctant Reception proposes the concept of 'strategic indifference', where states
proclaim to be indifferent toward migrants and refugees, thereby inviting international organizations
and local NGOs to step in and provide services on the state's behalf. Using the cases of Egypt,
Morocco and Turkey to develop her theory of 'strategic indifference', Norman demonstrates how, by
allowing migrants and refugees to integrate locally into large informal economies, and by allowing
organizations to provide basic services, host countries receive international credibility while only
exerting minimal state resources.
  syrians speak what language: Comparative Demography of the Syrian Diaspora: European
and Middle Eastern Destinations Elwood D. Carlson, Nathalie E. Williams, 2020-01-14 This book
provides a demographic profile of the Syrian diaspora into Europe and identifies the issue of forced
migration as a separate and increasingly salient topic within the more general field of migration
research. It describes the progressive increase in numbers of Syrian refugees in different European
countries during recent years and gives a demographic profile of the Syrian refugee population. The
book also compares and synthesizes the demographic profiles presented, to show how the
population of Syrian refugees differs from country to county in terms of age structure, sex ratio,
family status, educational attainment and other social and economic characteristics. By providing a
solid empirical portrait based on national and international statistics, this book will be a great
resource to students, academics in migration and refugee studies as well as social scientists and
policy-makers in European countries.
  syrians speak what language: The Origins of Syrian Nationhood Adel Beshara, 2012-04-27
The ‘Syria idea’ emerged in the nineteenth century as a concept of national awakening superseding
both Arab nationalism and separatist currents. Looking at nationalist movements, ideas and
individuals, this book traces the origin and development of the idea of Syrian nationhood from the
perspective of some of its leading pioneers. Providing a highly original comparative insight into the
struggle for independence and sovereignty in post-1850 Syria, it addresses some of the most
persistent questions about the development of this nationalism. Chapters by eminent scholars from
within and outside of the region offer a comprehensive study of individual Syrian writers and
activists caught in a whirlwind of uncertainty, competing ideologies, foreign interference, and
political suppression. A valuable addition to the present scholarship on nationalism in the Middle
East, this book will be of interest to many professionals as well as to scholars of history, Middle East
studies and political science.
  syrians speak what language: Syria Investment and Business Profile - Basic Information
and Contacts for Successful investment and Business Activity IBP, Inc., 2017-12-09 Syria
Investment and Business Profile - Basic Information and Contacts for Successful investment and
Business Activity
  syrians speak what language: Tribes with Flags: Adventure and Kidnap in Greater Syria
Charles Glass, 2012-09-13 ‘Tribes With Flags’ is the gripping story of Charles Glass's dramatic
journey through Greater Syria which provides background context to a troubled region once again in



the headlines.
  syrians speak what language: Understanding Syria Today Michael Capek, 2020-05-11 An
ancient land, Syria is continually ripped by civil war and strife. That s one way to look at Syria.
History and today s news certainly prove it to be true. But if we stop to look closer, beyond the
fighting and politics, we can find another Syria. This is also a land of kind and generous people. For
centuries Syrians have welcomed visitors from all over the world. They love to share their spicy food,
rich crafts, and colorful culture. The world has always followed well-worn paths to their door. Aleppo
s shops and markets draw people now, as they have since before recorded History. Damascus, with
its Umayyad Mosque and Old City, is a time machine. Visitors there step through gates that lead
back to the time of camel caravans and Ottoman sultans. Syria, beyond the burst of bombs and
gunfire, is the glory of ancient empires mixed with the throb of modern cities. Old and new customs
mingle. Guided by Sabeen, a refugee from the war, you ll discover the real Syria as it was and still
can be.
  syrians speak what language: Nationalism Today M. Troy Burnett, 2020-08-04 This
extensive reference examines extreme political movements and the political, cultural, and economic
conditions that breed them, from the alt-right in the United States to the Houthi rebel movement in
Yemen and the question of Taiwan's independence. Nationalism Today: Extreme Political Movements
around the World is an authoritative guide for students and teachers who seek to understand
nationalist movements across the globe. The two-volume work opens with essays that describe
different types of nationalist movements: extremist, revisionist, and separatist. Arranged by country,
the entries that follow provide the geographic, cultural, economic, and political context for the
development of nationalist movements. The entries provide expert analysis of specific movements
and lay the groundwork for comparison of the many different types of extreme political movements
that are exerting themselves around the world today. In addition, easy-to-read tables give cultural,
economic, and political facts and figures for each country. A comprehensive scholarly bibliography
of secondary sources rounds out the book.
  syrians speak what language: A Gendered Approach to the Syrian Refugee Crisis Jane
Freedman, Zeynep Kivilcim, Nurcan Özgür Baklacıoğlu, 2017-02-24 The refugee crisis that began in
2015 has seen thousands of refugees attempting to reach Europe, principally from Syria. The
dangers and difficulties of this journey have been highlighted in the media, as have the political
disagreements within Europe over the way to deal with the problem. However, despite the
increasing number of women making this journey, there has been little or no analysis of women’s
experiences or of the particular difficulties and dangers they may face. A Gendered Approach to the
Syrian Refugee Crisis examines women’s experience at all stages of forced migration, from the
conflict in Syria, to refugee camps in Lebanon or Turkey, on the journey to the European Union and
on arrival in an EU member state. The book deals with women’s experiences, the changing nature of
gender relations during forced migration, gendered representations of refugees, and the ways in
which EU policies may impact differently on men and women. The book provides a nuanced and
complex assessment of the refugee crisis, and shows the importance of analysing differences within
the refugee population. Students and scholars of development studies, gender studies, security
studies, politics and middle eastern studies will find this book an important guide to the evolving
crisis.
  syrians speak what language: Palestine and Syria Karl Baedeker (Firm), Albert Socin,
Immanuel Benzinger, 1894
  syrians speak what language: Syria Anne Marie Sullivan, 2014-10-21 Established in 1946, the
Syrian Arab Republic is at the heart of the Middle East. The ancient region encompassing this young
country was once the heart of the civilized world.Dotting Syria's landscape are ancient ruins dating
back to the major periods of Middle Eastern history. These relics bear witness to Syria's troubled
past under the rule of competing empires and colonial powers. Over the centuries, the Syrians lived
under the Greeks, the Ottoman Turks, and the French, from whom they eventually gained
independence following the Second World War.As a modern nation, Syria has consistently pushed



for a unified Arab front against its longtime rival, Israel, which since 1967 has occupied the Golan
Heights, located in the southwestern corner of Syria. Decades of failed alliances and costly wars
have taken their toll on Syria, and a lasting peace remains a must for its leaders.
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