
symbolic interactionism and education

symbolic interactionism and education represent a crucial intersection in understanding how
social interactions shape educational experiences and outcomes. This sociological perspective
emphasizes the significance of symbols, language, and daily interactions in constructing knowledge
and identity within educational settings. By analyzing how students, teachers, and administrators
interpret and respond to various symbols and social cues, symbolic interactionism offers valuable
insights into classroom dynamics, teacher expectations, and student behavior. This article explores
the foundational principles of symbolic interactionism, its application in educational contexts, and the
implications for teaching and learning processes. Additionally, it examines the role of identity
formation, labeling, and communication in schools, highlighting the transformative potential of this
theoretical framework in education. The following sections will provide a detailed overview of
symbolic interactionism’s influence on education and its practical relevance in contemporary
academic environments.
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Understanding Symbolic Interactionism
Symbolic interactionism is a sociological theory that focuses on the ways individuals create meaning
through social interaction. Originating from the works of George Herbert Mead and further developed
by Herbert Blumer, this perspective argues that people act based on the meanings things have for
them, and these meanings arise through social interaction and are modified through interpretation. In
the context of education, symbolic interactionism helps explain how students and teachers construct
their realities within the school environment. The theory emphasizes that education is not merely the
transmission of knowledge but a complex process involving interpretation, negotiation, and the use of
symbols such as language, gestures, and social roles.

Key Principles of Symbolic Interactionism
At the core of symbolic interactionism are several key principles:

Meaning: Individuals act toward things based on the meanings those things have for them.



Social Interaction: Meanings arise out of social interaction with others.

Interpretation: Individuals interpret and modify meanings in a dynamic process.

Self-Concept: The self develops through social interaction and the internalization of others'
perspectives.

These principles provide a framework for analyzing how educational experiences are socially
constructed and how they affect participants’ identities and behaviors.

Application of Symbolic Interactionism in Education
Symbolic interactionism offers a valuable lens for examining the micro-level interactions that shape
educational processes. It allows educators and researchers to explore how meanings are produced
and negotiated between students and teachers, and how these meanings influence learning
outcomes and social relationships.

Classroom Dynamics and Meaning-Making
In classrooms, symbolic interactionism highlights the importance of communication and interaction in
shaping students' understanding of academic content and social roles. Students interpret teachers’
instructions, feedback, and nonverbal cues, which influence their engagement and motivation.
Similarly, teachers interpret student behavior and responses, adjusting their teaching strategies
accordingly. This ongoing interaction helps create a shared reality that facilitates or hinders learning.

Social Roles and Expectations
Educational settings are characterized by distinct social roles such as “student,” “teacher,”
“administrator,” and “peer.” Symbolic interactionism examines how individuals learn and perform
these roles based on shared symbols and expectations. For example, a student’s role includes
participation, adherence to rules, and engagement in learning activities, all of which are defined and
reinforced through interaction.

Impact on Student Identity and Self-Concept
One of the most significant contributions of symbolic interactionism to education is its focus on
identity formation and self-concept development. Schools are major social settings where students
develop their sense of self through interactions with peers, teachers, and the broader school culture.

Identity Development through Interaction
Students construct their identities based on how they perceive others see them and how they
interpret their own actions within the educational context. This process, often referred to as the



“looking-glass self,” involves three steps: imagining how one appears to others, imagining others’
judgment, and developing a self-concept based on these perceptions. Positive interactions can
enhance self-esteem and academic confidence, while negative interactions may lead to diminished
self-worth.

Effects of Labeling on Student Identity
Labels assigned by teachers or peers—such as “gifted,” “troublemaker,” or “slow learner”—can
significantly impact students’ self-concept and academic trajectory. Symbolic interactionism explains
how these labels function as powerful symbols that influence behavior and expectations. A student
labeled as “high-achieving” may internalize this identity and strive to meet expectations, whereas a
negative label may result in self-fulfilling prophecies that hinder academic success.

Teacher Expectations and Labeling Theory
Labeling theory, a concept closely related to symbolic interactionism, focuses on how labels and
expectations influence individual behavior and social identity. In educational contexts, teacher
expectations play a crucial role in shaping student performance and social standing.

The Pygmalion Effect in Education
The Pygmalion effect refers to the phenomenon where higher expectations from teachers lead to
improved student performance. Symbolic interactionism helps explain this effect by showing how
teacher expectations, communicated through verbal and nonverbal cues, become meaningful
symbols that students interpret and respond to. When teachers expect success, students are more
likely to develop positive self-concepts and work harder, resulting in better outcomes.

Consequences of Negative Labeling
Conversely, negative labeling can have detrimental effects. Students who are perceived as
underperforming or problematic may experience lowered self-esteem, reduced motivation, and social
marginalization. These labels can become internalized, influencing students' future behavior and
academic achievement. Understanding this process underscores the importance of mindful
communication and equitable treatment in schools.

Communication and Classroom Interaction
Effective communication is central to the educational process, and symbolic interactionism provides
tools to analyze how communication shapes learning environments and relationships.



Verbal and Nonverbal Communication
Teachers and students use a variety of verbal and nonverbal symbols to create shared meaning. Tone
of voice, facial expressions, gestures, and language choice all convey messages that influence
classroom atmosphere and student engagement. For example, encouraging language can foster a
supportive environment, while harsh or dismissive communication may create barriers to learning.

Negotiation of Meaning in Group Work
Collaborative learning activities require students to negotiate meanings and roles collectively.
Symbolic interactionism highlights how these interactions contribute to knowledge construction and
social skill development. Through dialogue and shared symbolic understanding, students co-create
meanings that enhance comprehension and cooperation.

Implications for Educational Practice
Integrating symbolic interactionism into educational practice offers several practical benefits for
improving teaching and learning.

Promoting Positive Teacher-Student Interactions
Educators can enhance student outcomes by cultivating positive interactions that reinforce
constructive identities and high expectations. Awareness of symbolic interactionism encourages
teachers to be mindful of the messages they send through both words and actions, fostering an
inclusive and motivating classroom culture.

Addressing Labeling and Stereotypes
Schools can implement policies and training programs aimed at reducing the negative impact of
labeling and stereotypes. By recognizing the power of labels as social symbols, educators can work to
create environments where students are seen and treated as individuals rather than stereotypes,
promoting equity and self-efficacy.

Enhancing Communication Strategies
Effective communication techniques that align with symbolic interactionist principles include active
listening, empathetic responses, and culturally responsive language. These strategies support
meaningful interaction and deeper learning, benefiting students from diverse backgrounds and
learning styles.

Understand the symbolic nature of social interactions in the classroom.1.

Recognize the role of teacher expectations in shaping student identity.2.



Mitigate negative labeling through conscious communication.3.

Encourage collaborative learning to promote shared meaning-making.4.

Foster an inclusive and supportive educational environment.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is symbolic interactionism in the context of education?
Symbolic interactionism in education is a sociological perspective that examines how individuals, such
as students and teachers, interact and create meanings through symbols, language, and social
interactions within the educational environment.

How does symbolic interactionism explain student identity
formation in schools?
Symbolic interactionism suggests that student identities are shaped through ongoing interactions with
peers, teachers, and school staff, where meanings and labels are assigned and internalized,
influencing students' self-concepts and behaviors.

What role does teacher-student interaction play according to
symbolic interactionism?
Teacher-student interactions are central in symbolic interactionism as they involve communication
and the exchange of symbols that contribute to students' understanding of their social roles,
expectations, and academic self-esteem.

How does symbolic interactionism address the issue of
labeling in education?
Symbolic interactionism highlights that labeling students (e.g., as 'gifted' or 'troublemakers') can
affect their self-identity and behavior, leading to self-fulfilling prophecies that impact educational
outcomes.

In what ways can symbolic interactionism inform classroom
management strategies?
By understanding the meanings students attach to their behaviors and interactions, teachers can use
symbolic interactionism to foster positive communication, build mutual respect, and create a
supportive classroom environment.



How does symbolic interactionism help explain the social
dynamics among students?
Symbolic interactionism explains that social dynamics among students emerge from shared meanings
and interactions, such as group norms, peer acceptance, and social roles, which influence
collaboration and conflict within schools.

Can symbolic interactionism contribute to educational policy
development?
Yes, symbolic interactionism can contribute to educational policy by emphasizing the importance of
social interactions and meanings in shaping student experiences, encouraging policies that promote
inclusive communication and reduce negative labeling.

Additional Resources
1. Symbolic Interactionism and Education: Understanding Classroom Dynamics
This book explores how symbolic interactionism shapes interactions within educational settings. It
offers insights into teacher-student relationships, classroom communication, and identity formation.
By analyzing everyday classroom behaviors, the book highlights how meanings are constructed and
negotiated in learning environments.

2. Identity and Interaction in Educational Contexts
Focusing on the development of student and teacher identities, this book uses symbolic
interactionism to examine how individuals interpret and respond to social cues in schools. It provides
a detailed look at peer interactions, self-concept, and the role of social labeling in academic
achievement.

3. Symbolic Interactionism: Perspectives on Education and Society
This volume bridges symbolic interactionist theory with educational practice and policy. It discusses
how social interactions influence educational outcomes and how symbolic meanings affect
institutional structures. The book is ideal for educators and sociologists interested in the micro-level
processes of schooling.

4. Meaning-Making in Education: A Symbolic Interactionist Approach
This text delves into how students and teachers create and share meanings through language and
symbols in educational settings. It highlights the importance of dialogue, interpretation, and social
context in the learning process. The book also addresses challenges such as misunderstandings and
conflicts in classrooms.

5. Negotiating Roles and Identities in Schools: A Symbolic Interactionist View
Examining the negotiation of roles between students, teachers, and administrators, this book uses
symbolic interactionism to understand power dynamics and social expectations in schools. It reveals
how identities are fluid and constructed through ongoing interactions and provides strategies for
fostering positive school climates.

6. The Social Construction of Knowledge: Symbolic Interactionism in Education
This work investigates how knowledge is socially constructed through interaction in educational



settings. It emphasizes the collaborative nature of learning and the active role of students in shaping
their educational experiences. The book also explores how cultural symbols influence curriculum and
pedagogy.

7. Classroom Communication and Symbolic Interactionism
Focusing on communication patterns in classrooms, this book analyzes how symbolic interactionism
explains verbal and nonverbal interactions between teachers and students. It discusses how these
interactions affect motivation, engagement, and academic success. Practical examples and case
studies enrich the theoretical discussions.

8. Social Interaction and Learning Processes: Insights from Symbolic Interactionism
This book provides a comprehensive overview of how social interactions contribute to learning
processes, emphasizing the interpretive nature of education. It explores concepts such as role-taking,
definition of the situation, and the looking-glass self within educational contexts. The book is useful
for researchers and practitioners interested in social-psychological aspects of education.

9. Symbolic Interactionism and Educational Change: Understanding School Reform
Addressing the role of symbolic interactionism in educational reform, this book examines how
stakeholders' meanings and interpretations influence the implementation of change initiatives. It
highlights the importance of communication and shared understanding in successful reform efforts.
The text offers both theoretical frameworks and practical recommendations for educators and
policymakers.
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  symbolic interactionism and education: Mathematics Education and Language Tony Brown,
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have been under-utilised by researchers in mathematics education. In this revised and extended
edition this book reaches out to contemporary work in these broader fields, adding new material on
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how progression in mathematical learning might be variously understood. A new concluding chapter
considers how teachers experience the new demands they face.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Analysing Teaching-Learning Interactions in Higher
Education Paul Ashwin, 2012-02-23 A thorough invetigation of the research, development, policy and
practice of teaching and learning in Higher Education.
  symbolic interactionism and education: New Perspectives in Special Education Michael
Farrell, 2012 New Perspectives in Special Education opens the door to the fascinating and vitally
important world of theory informing contemporary special education. It examines theoretical and
philosophical orientations such as 'positivism', 'poststructuralism' and 'hermeneutics', relating these
to contemporary, global views of special education.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Cultural Politics and Irish Education Since the 1950s
Denis O'Sullivan, 2005
  symbolic interactionism and education: Sociology of Education PAPER- EDN: 1.1 M.A.
SEMESTER 1 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BODOLAND UNIVERSITY KHRITISH SWARGIARY,
2025-05-01 As the author of Sociology of Education, I am delighted to present this book, crafted
specifically for the M.A. Semester 1 students of Bodoland University under the Department of
Education (Paper EDN: 1.1). The field of sociology of education holds immense significance in
understanding the intricate interplay between education and societal structures. My motivation for
writing this book stems from a deep conviction that education is not merely an academic pursuit but
a transformative social process that shapes individuals and societies alike. This book is designed to
provide a comprehensive exploration of the sociological foundations of education, offering students a
lens to critically analyze how social systems, cultural dynamics, and inequalities influence
educational processes and outcomes. It aims to bridge theoretical insights with practical
implications, equipping students with the knowledge to navigate the complexities of education in
diverse social contexts, particularly within the Indian framework. The preface of this book serves as
an invitation to engage with the sociological dimensions of education in a structured yet
thought-provoking manner. The content has been meticulously organized to align with the course
objectives, ensuring that students not only grasp the theoretical underpinnings of sociology of
education but also appreciate its relevance in addressing real-world educational challenges. Drawing
from my academic and professional experiences, I have woven together classical and contemporary
sociological perspectives to make the subject accessible and meaningful. Special attention has been
given to the Indian social context, with discussions on caste, class, gender, and regional disparities,
making this book a valuable resource for understanding education’s role in fostering social equity
and mobility. I hope this book inspires students to reflect critically on the social forces shaping
education and empowers them to contribute to a more inclusive and progressive educational
landscape. Khritish Swargiary (2025)
  symbolic interactionism and education: Research on Mother Tongue Education in a
Comparative International Perspective Wolfgang Herrlitz, Sigmund Ongstad, Piet-Hein van de
Ven, 2007 Pioneering in the comparison of standard language teaching in Europe, the International
Mother tongue Education Network (IMEN) in the last twenty-five years stimulated experts from
more than fifteen European countries to participate in a range of research projects in this field of
qualitative educational analyses. The volume Research on mother tongue education in a comparative
international perspective - Theoretical and methodological issues documents theoretical principals
and methodological developments that during the last decades shaped IMEN research and may
enlarge the fundaments of comparative qualitative research in language education in a seminal way.
The topics of this volume include: - IMEN's aims, points of departure, history and methodology; -
research on the professional practical knowledge of MTE-teachers; - innovation, key incident
analysis and international triangulation; - positioning in theory and practice. Also included: the
IMEN bibliography 1984-2004 which supplies a complete picture of IMEN research activities from
the beginning.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Key Ideas in Educational Research David Scott,



Marlene Morrison, 2007-07-15 120 essays give definitions, use, and references for educational
research terms.
  symbolic interactionism and education: CUET-PG Physical Education Practice Question
Bank Book 3000+ Question Answer As Per Updated Syllabus DIWAKAR EDUCATION HUB ,
2024-02-01 CUET-PG Physical Education Question Bank 3000+ Chapter wise question With
Explanations As per Updated Syllabus [ cover all 14 Chapters] Highlights of CUET-PG Physical
Education Question Bank- 3000+ Questions Answer [MCQ] 200+ MCQ of Each Chapter [Unit wise]
As Per the Updated Syllabus Include Most Expected MCQ as per Paper Pattern/Exam Pattern All
Questions Design by Expert Faculties & JRF Holder
  symbolic interactionism and education: The Routledge International Handbook of Higher
Education Malcolm Tight, Ka Ho Mok, Jeroen Huisman, Christopher Morphew, 2009-06-03 This
volume is a detailed and up-to-date reference work providing an authoritative overview of the main
issues in higher education around the world today. Consisting of newly commissioned chapters and
impressive journal articles, it surveys the state of the discipline and includes the examination and
discussion of emerging, controversial and cutting edge areas.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Science Education in the 21st Century Tang Wee
Teo, Aik-Ling Tan, Yann Shiou Ong, 2020-06-29 This book reflects on science education in the first
20 years of the 21st century in order to promote academic dialogue on science education from
various standpoints, and highlights emergent new issues, such as education in science education
research. It also defines new research agendas that should be “moved forward” and inform new
trajectories through the rest of the century. Featuring 21 thematically grouped chapters, it includes
award-winning papers and other significant papers that address the theme of the 2018 International
Science Education Conference.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Educational Sociology: Theory, Practice, and
Contemporary Challenges KHRITISH SWARGIARY, 2025-05-01 Education stands as a reflection of
society’s values and a foundation for its future, shaped by rapid social change, technological
advancements, and persistent inequalities. As the author of Educational Sociology: Theory, Practice,
and Contemporary Challenges, I invite readers to explore how sociological principles illuminate the
complexities of educational systems globally. This book emerges from a deep belief that
understanding education’s social dimensions is critical to addressing challenges like inequality,
technological disruption, and global disparities, while unlocking its potential as a tool for equity and
empowerment. Its purpose is to ground readers in sociological theories, examine their practical
implications through real-world issues, and envision an equitable educational future guided by
sociological insight. Written for students, educators, policymakers, and scholars, it balances
accessibility for beginners with depth for advanced readers, assuming only a curiosity about
sociology and education. The book unfolds across five chapters, each offering a distinct perspective
on educational sociology. Chapter 1 introduces theoretical frameworks—Functionalism, Conflict
Theory, Symbolic Interactionism, Critical Theory, and Feminist/Intersectionality perspectives—that
reveal education’s roles in socialization, stratification, and transformation. Chapter 2 explores how
socioeconomic status, race, ethnicity, gender, and their intersections drive educational inequalities,
proposing policies to address these gaps. Chapter 3 examines digital education’s transformative
potential and its risks of widening divides, with a focus on global contexts like Nigeria. Chapter 4
analyzes international policies and case studies from nations like Finland, South Korea, the UK, US,
India, and Brazil, highlighting diverse approaches to educational equity. Chapter 5 synthesizes these
insights, offering a vision for equitable education and underscoring sociology’s role in achieving it.
My motivation for this work stems from a lifelong passion for education’s transformative power and
a recognition of its potential to reinforce privilege if left unexamined. As a sociologist, I have seen
education shape lives and societies, reflecting both our highest aspirations and deepest flaws. This
book is my contribution to a critical question: how can we reimagine education to serve all? I hope
readers find in these pages a rigorous analysis and a call to action, inspiring them to engage with
education as a dynamic, contested, and profoundly human endeavor.



  symbolic interactionism and education: Islam, Media and Education in the Digital Era Atie
Rachmiatie, Ike Junita Triwardhani, Alhamuddin, Cep Ubad Abdullah, 2022-03-16 The proceedings
of the Social and Humanities Research Symposium (SoRes) shares ideas, either research results or
literature review, on islam, media and education in the digital era. Some recent issues consists of
innovative education in the digital era, new media and journalsm, islamic education, human
wellbeing, marketing and fintech in terms of islamic perspective, economic welfare, law and ethics.
It is expected that the proceedings will give new insights to the knowledge and practice of social and
humanities research. Therefore, such parties involved in social and humanities research as
academics, practitioners, business leaders, and others will acquire benefits from the contents of the
proceedings.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Sociology A-Level (ZIMSEC) Past Exam Questions
and Model Answers David Chitate , 2024-06-06 This book contains the most comprehensive question
bank and model answers for ZIMSEC A-Level exam questions. It also includes syllabus review notes
and exercises. Examiners provide observations and tips and point out common errors that students
make when answering questions. If you use this book faithfully, you can't fail, and the Grade A is
very much within your reach.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Assessment: Social Practice and Social Product Ann
Filer, 2002-11-01 Assessment has become one of the most significant areas of interest in educational
policy development, as well as the focus of complex political, economic and cultural expectations for
change. Increasingly, governments worldwide have become aware that curricula and teachers can
be indirectly controlled through programmes of assessment. Opponents of centralized systems of
mass assessment claim they are ill-suited to the diverse and changing needs of learners and users of
assessment. In this text, the UK and US writers take the reader beyond the obvious functions of
assessment, and focus upon the roles it performs in the social structuring of society. They examine
the myths and assumptions that underpin assessment and testing and draw attention to its cultural
context. This collection is devoted explicitly to socio-cultural studies of assessment and attempts to
map the terrain of some 30 years of study in the field. Chapters are organized thematically, with
background text providing comparative perspectives, key issues and further reading. The book
provides a wide-ranging, structured and accessible approach to the study of socio-cultural origins
and impacts of assessment.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Demythologizing Educational Reforms Arthur T.
Costigan, Leslee Grey, 2014-08-21 There are dozens of myths surrounding educational reform today,
maintaining the school’s role in economic competitiveness, the deficiency of teachers, the benefits of
increased testing, and the worthiness of privatization. In this volume, the editors argue that this
discussion has been co-opted to reflect the values and worldviews of special interest groups such as
elites in power, politicians, corporate educational foundations, and the media. Prominent educational
writers tackle contemporary issues such as neoliberalism, suburban schooling, charter schools and
parental involvement. They expose the logic behind the talk and critically examine these problematic
beliefs to uncover meaningful improvements in education which are better grounded in the social,
economic, political and educational realities of contemporary society.
  symbolic interactionism and education: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Solitude, Silence
and Loneliness Julian Stern, Christopher A. Sink, Wong Ping Ho, Malgorzata Walejko, 2021-11-18
The Bloomsbury Handbook of Solitude, Silence and Loneliness is the first major account integrating
research on solitude, silence and loneliness from across academic disciplines and across the
lifespan. The editors explore how being alone – in its different forms, positive and negative, as
solitude, silence and loneliness – is learned and developed, and how it is experienced in childhood
and youth, adulthood and old age. Philosophical, psychological, historical, cultural and religious
issues are addressed by distinguished scholars from Europe, North and Latin America, and Asia.
  symbolic interactionism and education: Introduction to Research Methods in Education
Keith F Punch, Alis Oancea, 2014-11-10 Based on Keith Punch’s bestselling Introduction to Social
Research Methods, this book introduces the research process in a range of educational contexts. In



this updated second edition, you’ll find guidance on every stage of research, with chapters on
developing research questions, doing a literature review, collecting data, analysing your findings
and writing it all up. With a new chapter on ethics and additional coverage of Internet research and
mixing methods, the second edition contains everything you’ll need if you’re studying on a research
methods course or doing a research project for yourself. Introduction to Research Methods in
Education provides you with: Balanced coverage of the range of methods employed by educational
researchers Practical advice on collecting and analysing qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods
data A range of examples from student projects to show how research is done in real-life educational
settings A companion website with additional resources for lecturers and students. Keith F Punch is
Emeritus Professor in the Graduate School of Education at The University of Western Australia. Alis
Oancea is Professor of Philosophy of Education and Research Policy, as well as Director of Research
at the University of Oxford, Department of Education.
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adjective in Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example
sentences, grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
symbolic, adj. & n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford symbolic, adj. & n. meanings,
etymology, pronunciation and more in the Oxford English Dictionary
Symbolic - Etymology, Origin & Meaning - Etymonline Originating from the 1650s, from symbol
+ -ic or Greek symbolikos, symbolic means pertaining to or serving as a symbol, especially in art,
literature, or logic
symbolic - Dictionary of English characterized by or involving the use of symbols: a highly
symbolic poem. Philosophy (in semantics, esp. formerly) pertaining to a class of words that express
only relations
如何把桌面移除出onedrive（取消桌面同步）？ - 知乎 你需要的取消桌面同步微软的OneDrive云盘的设置步骤： 1、在“此电脑”中找到“OneDrive"文件夹，右键
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win 如何彻底退出微软账户和 OneDrive - 知乎 要彻底退出Windows中的微软账户并关闭OneDrive，您可以按照以下步骤操作： Win11用户： 打开开始菜
单，点击您的用户图标。 选择“更改账户设置”。 在账户设置中找到“改用本地账户登
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个onedrive自动备份，我打游戏老是跳ping 平时文件处理也比较少，有必
OneDrive满了咋清呀？ - 知乎 点下面那个弹到网页刷不出来，笔记本上的那个OneDrive内存也没那么多?
SYMBOLIC Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of SYMBOLIC is using,
employing, or exhibiting a symbol. How to use symbolic in a sentence
SYMBOLIC | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary SYMBOLIC definition: 1. representing
something else: 2. used to refer to an action that expresses or seems to express. Learn more
Symbolic - definition of symbolic by The Free Dictionary Serving as a particular instance of a
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have taken place in the neighborhood
SYMBOLIC Definition & Meaning | Symbolic definition: serving as a symbol of something (often
followed byof ).. See examples of SYMBOLIC used in a sentence
SYMBOLIC definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary Something that is symbolic of
a person or thing is regarded or used as a symbol of them
Symbol - Wikipedia Symbol A red octagon symbolizes "stop" even without the word. Wearing
variously colored ribbons is a symbolic action that shows support for certain campaigns. A symbol is
a mark,
symbolic adjective - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage Definition of symbolic
adjective in Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary. Meaning, pronunciation, picture, example
sentences, grammar, usage notes, synonyms and more
symbolic, adj. & n. meanings, etymology and more | Oxford English symbolic, adj. & n.
meanings, etymology, pronunciation and more in the Oxford English Dictionary
Symbolic - Etymology, Origin & Meaning - Etymonline Originating from the 1650s, from symbol
+ -ic or Greek symbolikos, symbolic means pertaining to or serving as a symbol, especially in art,



literature, or logic
symbolic - Dictionary of English characterized by or involving the use of symbols: a highly
symbolic poem. Philosophy (in semantics, esp. formerly) pertaining to a class of words that express
only relations
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