
sylvia plath the colossus analysis

sylvia plath the colossus analysis offers a profound insight into one of the most compelling works of the
renowned poet Sylvia Plath. This article explores the intricate layers of meaning, symbolism, and emotional
undertones within "The Colossus," a poem that reflects Plath's complex relationship with her father and her
struggle with loss and identity. Through a detailed examination of the poem’s structure, imagery, and themes,
this analysis highlights the rich poetic techniques Plath employs to convey her internal conflict and yearning
for reconciliation. The exploration also situates "The Colossus" within the broader context of Plath’s
oeuvre and the confessional poetry movement. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of how the poem
encapsulates themes of grief, power, and the quest for healing. The following sections provide a comprehensive
breakdown of key elements in Sylvia Plath’s work, facilitating a nuanced sylvia plath the colossus analysis.
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Context and Background of "The Colossus"

"The Colossus" was written during a pivotal period in Sylvia Plath’s life, reflecting her emotional turmoil
following the death of her father. The poem serves as a metaphorical exploration of Plath's attempt to
grapple with the overwhelming presence of her father's memory and the impact it had on her identity.
Understanding the historical and biographical context is essential to grasp the emotional intensity and
symbolic weight of the poem. Plath’s father, Otto Plath, died when she was a young child, and his absence left
a lasting impression that permeates much of her poetry, especially "The Colossus."

Biographical Influence

Plath’s personal history deeply influences the poem’s content. The paternal figure in "The Colossus" is
representative of her late father, embodying both admiration and unresolved grief. This biographical connection
is a cornerstone of the poem’s emotional resonance and thematic depth.

Publication and Reception

First published in 1960, "The Colossus" was part of Plath’s early work that garnered critical acclaim for
its vivid imagery and emotional candor. The poem contributed to her reputation as a leading voice in
confessional poetry, characterized by its raw, personal subject matter.

Structural Analysis

The structure of "The Colossus" is integral to understanding its thematic development and emotional cadence.



Sylvia Plath the colossus analysis reveals that the poem's form reflects the tension between control and
chaos, mirroring the poet’s internal struggle.

Form and Meter

The poem is composed of irregular stanzas and varied line lengths, which create a rhythmic unpredictability.
This structural choice underscores the instability of the speaker’s emotions and the fragmented nature of
memory and grief.

Rhyme Scheme and Sound

Although not strictly adhering to a conventional rhyme scheme, the poem employs slant rhymes and
alliteration to establish a haunting musicality. These elements enhance the atmospheric tension and the sense of
an unresolved emotional quest.

Symbolism and Imagery

Symbolism is central to sylvia plath the colossus analysis, as Plath uses the image of a colossal statue to
represent the overwhelming presence of her father and the monumental task of confronting his memory.

The Colossus as a Metaphor

The titular "Colossus" symbolizes both grandeur and intimidation. It represents the father’s dominating
influence and the speaker’s struggle to piece together the remnants of his legacy. This metaphor extends to
themes of power, absence, and the human desire to reconstruct lost relationships.

Imagery of Decay and Repair

Throughout the poem, imagery related to ruins, fragments, and brokenness conveys the speaker’s efforts to
rebuild or reconcile with the past. The act of "mending" the colossus becomes a powerful image of emotional
labor and healing.

References to ancient ruins and mythology

Descriptions of physical decay and disrepair

Symbols of restoration and reconstruction

Themes and Interpretations

The poem explores several interrelated themes that contribute to its complexity and enduring significance in
Sylvia Plath’s corpus.



Grief and Loss

At its core, "The Colossus" is an exploration of grief. The poem articulates the pain of losing a parent and the
ongoing emotional work required to come to terms with that absence. Plath’s treatment of grief is neither
simplistic nor cathartic but instead layered and multifaceted.

Power and Authority

The figure of the colossus also embodies themes of power and authority. The father is portrayed as an imposing
figure whose presence continues to exert control over the speaker’s psyche, reflecting broader questions about
familial influence and personal autonomy.

The Search for Identity

The poem can be read as a metaphorical journey toward self-understanding. The speaker’s attempt to "rebuild"
the colossus parallels the process of reconstructing identity after trauma, highlighting themes of
fragmentation and integration.

Language and Poetic Devices

Sylvia Plath the colossus analysis pays close attention to the poet’s masterful use of language and various
poetic devices that amplify the poem’s emotional impact and thematic depth.

Symbolism and Metaphor

Plath’s use of rich symbolism and extended metaphor creates layers of meaning. The poem’s central metaphor of
the colossus extends beyond the literal to encompass psychological and emotional dimensions.

Imagery and Sensory Detail

The vivid imagery appeals to the senses, grounding abstract emotions in tangible descriptions. This sensory
detail invites readers into the speaker’s experience, making the poem’s themes more immediate and visceral.

Sound Devices

The poem incorporates alliteration, consonance, and assonance to produce a musical quality that enhances
mood and tone. These sound devices contribute to the poem’s haunting and contemplative atmosphere.

Place within Sylvia Plath’s Body of Work

"The Colossus" occupies a significant place in Sylvia Plath’s literary career, representing a transitional
moment in her poetic development and thematic focus.

Early Work and Development

This poem is part of Plath’s early collection, showcasing her evolving style and the emergence of themes that



would dominate her later work. It marks a move toward more personal and psychologically charged poetry.

Relation to Confessional Poetry

"The Colossus" exemplifies the confessional style, characterized by its intimate subject matter and emotional
transparency. It reflects the broader movement in mid-20th-century poetry that foregrounded personal
experience and psychological depth.

Influence on Later Poems

The motifs and themes introduced in "The Colossus" resonate throughout Plath’s later poems, including those
in "Ariel." The poem’s exploration of loss, identity, and power informs much of her subsequent work.

Symbolism of the Father Figure1.

Exploration of Grief2.

Use of Metaphor and Imagery3.

Emotional and Psychological Depth4.

Contribution to Confessional Poetry5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Sylvia Plath's poem 'The Colossus'?

The central theme of 'The Colossus' is the struggle to confront and understand a powerful, overwhelming
figure, often interpreted as a representation of Plath's deceased father or a symbolic authority, reflecting
themes of loss, grief, and the complexity of familial relationships.

How does Sylvia Plath use imagery in 'The Colossus' to convey emotion?

Plath employs vivid and sometimes surreal imagery in 'The Colossus', such as references to ancient ruins and
mythic giants, to evoke a sense of awe and desolation, illustrating the speaker's emotional turmoil and the
monumental nature of the subject.

What is the significance of the title 'The Colossus' in Sylvia Plath's poem?

The title 'The Colossus' refers to a giant statue, symbolizing an imposing and powerful figure. In the poem, this
serves as a metaphor for the speaker's father or a dominating presence, emphasizing themes of reverence, distance,
and the challenge of communication or reconciliation.

How does 'The Colossus' reflect Sylvia Plath's personal experiences?

The poem is often interpreted as reflecting Plath's complicated relationship with her father, who died when she
was young. The struggle to piece together the 'colossus' symbolizes her attempt to understand and come to
terms with his absence and her grief.



What role does tone play in 'The Colossus' by Sylvia Plath?

The tone of 'The Colossus' is somber and contemplative, with moments of frustration and reverence. This tonal
complexity mirrors the speaker's emotional conflict and the difficulty of confronting a monumental loss or
figure.

How does Sylvia Plath's use of metaphor enhance the meaning of 'The
Colossus'?

Plath's metaphor of the colossus as a giant statue conveys the idea of an unyielding, almost unreachable
figure, enhancing themes of emotional distance, awe, and the challenge of repairing broken connections,
especially in the context of loss.

In what ways does 'The Colossus' explore the theme of communication?

The poem depicts the speaker's attempt to 'rebuild' or communicate with the colossus, symbolizing the effort to
reach and understand a silent or absent figure. This explores the difficulties and frustrations inherent in
communication, particularly across emotional or existential divides.

How is the structure of 'The Colossus' significant to its analysis?

The poem's structure, with its irregular stanzas and shifting rhythms, reflects the tumultuous emotional
state of the speaker and the fragmented nature of memory and grief, reinforcing the themes of struggle and
reconstruction present in the poem.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Sylvia Plath's The Colossus: A Critical Analysis
This book offers an in-depth examination of Sylvia Plath's poetry collection "The Colossus." It explores the
themes, imagery, and symbolism that define Plath's early work, providing readers with insights into her complex
emotional landscape. The analysis also situates the poems within the broader context of her life and the era in
which they were written.

2. Sylvia Plath and The Colossus: Myth, Memory, and Mourning
Focusing on the mythological and psychological dimensions of "The Colossus," this volume delves into
Plath's use of classical imagery and personal memory. It discusses how themes of loss and mourning permeate
the collection, offering a nuanced understanding of Plath's poetic voice and artistic development.

3. The Colossus Revisited: New Perspectives on Sylvia Plath's Poetry
This collection of essays brings together contemporary scholars who re-examine "The Colossus" through
various critical lenses, including feminist theory, psychoanalysis, and postmodernism. The book encourages
readers to reconsider the significance of Plath's early poetry in light of new academic approaches.

4. Sylvia Plath's The Colossus: Language, Identity, and Power
Analyzing the linguistic strategies in "The Colossus," this book investigates how Plath constructs identity
and asserts power through her poetic language. It highlights the tension between vulnerability and strength
that characterizes much of the collection, offering a detailed exploration of Plath's stylistic techniques.

5. The Colossus and Beyond: Tracing the Evolution of Sylvia Plath's Poetic Voice
This study traces the development of Plath's poetry from "The Colossus" to her later works, focusing on
thematic and stylistic changes. It provides readers with a comprehensive understanding of how Plath's early
poems laid the groundwork for her mature, more intense poetic expressions.

6. Embodying the Colossus: Feminist Readings of Sylvia Plath's Early Poetry
This book examines "The Colossus" through a feminist perspective, exploring themes of gender, power, and
embodiment. It argues that Plath's poetry challenges traditional female roles and offers a complex portrayal



of female experience and subjectivity.

7. Haunted by The Colossus: Trauma and Memory in Sylvia Plath's Poetry
Focusing on the psychological aspects of Plath's work, this book investigates the presence of trauma and
memory in "The Colossus." It connects Plath's personal history with her poetic imagery, shedding light on the
emotional intensity and haunting quality of her early poems.

8. Visualizing The Colossus: Imagery and Symbolism in Sylvia Plath's Poetry
This analysis centers on the rich visual imagery and symbolism found in "The Colossus." The book explores how
Plath uses metaphor and vivid descriptions to convey complex emotions and themes, enhancing readers'
appreciation of her artistic craftsmanship.

9. Between Myth and Madness: Psychological Interpretations of Sylvia Plath's The Colossus
This work offers psychological interpretations of "The Colossus," examining the interplay between
mythological motifs and mental states. It provides insight into Plath's inner world, considering how her poetry
reflects struggles with identity, sanity, and creativity.
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  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Sylvia Plath Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of
Humanities Harold Bloom, 2007 A collection of essays on poet Sylvia Plath's life and work.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath (Book Analysis) Bright
Summaries, 2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of The Bell Jar with this concise and
insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The Bell Jar by
Sylvia Plath, a semi-autobiographical novel which follows Esther Greenwood, a young woman who is
undertaking an internship in New York when her mental health begins to decline, leading to stays in
a series of psychiatric institutions. The novel is semi-autobiographical: Plath’s own struggles with
depression are well-documented, and she underwent electroconvulsive therapy as part of her
“treatment”. The Bell Jar is widely admired for its unsparing depiction of the paranoia, stifling
conformism and gender inequality that characterised America during the 1950s, and its popularity
has not waned in the decades since it was first published. Sylvia Plath was an American novelist and
poet. Her best-known works are The Bell Jar and the poetry collection Ariel, which was published
posthumously in 1965 (Plath committed suicide in 1963). Find out everything you need to know
about The Bell Jar in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: •
A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Ariel by Sylvia Plath (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries,
2018-12-13 Unlock the more straightforward side of Ariel with this concise and insightful summary
and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of Ariel by Sylvia Plath, the author’s final
collection of poetry, which was first published in 1965, two years after her suicide. Many of the
poems it contains were written in her final winter before her death, and the collection as a whole
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explores subjects including mental illness, depression, motherhood, illness and family relationships.
This analysis features an outline of the overarching structure and key themes of the collections, as
well as a closer reading of the poems “Ariel”, “Daddy”, “Lady Lazarus” and “Tulips”. Sylvia Plath
was an American novelist and poet. Her best-known works are the novel The Bell Jar (first published
in 1963 under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas) and the poetry collection Ariel. Find out everything
you need to know about Ariel in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide
brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions
for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our
publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge
in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Sylvia Plath David Holbrook, 2014-01-13 Admirers of the
work of Sylvia Plath will welcome this new paperback edition of a study, first published by The
Athlone Press in 1976, which provides coherent and persuasive readings of her poetry. Drawing
upon the traditional skills of the literary critic, David Holbrook also deploys the illumination of both
psychoanalysis and phenomenology in a pioneering work of literary, individual and cultural
interpretation.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Creative Writing Analysis Graeme Harper, 2022-08-02
Creative Writing Analysis is a guide to solving creative writing problems; acting as a practical
introduction to progressing a creative writing project as well as an exploration of the many ways in
which creative writing can be understood. Through chapters on topics including writing methods,
textual analysis, practice-led research, interdisciplinarity, and cultural contexts, this book explores
the various forms of analysis that can be employed. Graeme Harper provides information to assist in
creative decision making, and as a means for discussing approaches and outcomes in creative
writing. The book also includes an Afterword by Dianne Donnelly, whose work in Creative Writing
Studies has been widely recognized as a contribution to the critical examination of creative writing.
Whether you are a creative writer seeking to improve your work or you are simply interested in
analysing the practice and outcomes of others doing creative writing, Creative Writing Analysis
offers strategies to assist students and practitioners of creative writing and literary studies.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: The Poetry of Sylvia Plath Claire Brennan, 2001 This
collection of reviews of the writing of Sylvia Plath is arranged in sections on reviews of The Colossus
and Ariel, unifying strategies and early feminist readings of the 1970s, cultural and historical
readings, feminist and psychoanalytic strategies, and new directions. Brief excerpts by nume
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: The Bloomsbury Handbook to Sylvia Plath Anita Helle,
Amanda Golden, Maeve O'Brien, 2022-03-24 With chapters written by more than 25 leading and
emerging international scholars, The Bloomsbury Handbook to Sylvia Plath provides the most
comprehensive collection of contemporary scholarship on Plath's work. Including new scholarly
perspectives from feminist and gender studies, critical race studies, medical humanities and
disability studies, this collection explores: · Plath's literary contexts – from the Classics and the long
poem to W.B Yeats, Edith Sitwell, Ruth Sillitoe, Carol Ann Duffy, and Ted Hughes · New insights
from Plath's previously unpublished letters and writings · Plath's broadcasting work for the BBC
Providing new approaches to her life and work, this book is an indispensable volume for scholars of
Sylvia Plath.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Study Guide to The Bell Jar and Other Works by
Sylvia Plath Intelligent Education, 2020-06-28 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth
explanation, essay, and test prep for selected works by Sylvia Plath, who at an early age won prizes
for her poetry. Titles in this study guide include The Bell Jar, Two Views of a Cadaver Room, Night
Shift, Disquieting Muses, Spinster, Crossing the Water, and The Bee Poems. As a collection of
fiction, short stories, and poetry of the late- twentieth-century, Plath’s work was largely biographical
and confessional as she wrote through her depression and other tragic circumstances. Moreover,
critics praised her use of literary devices such as imagery, meter, and voice. This Bright Notes Study



Guide explores the context and history of Plath’s classic work, helping students to thoroughly
explore the reasons they have stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide
contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section
and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an
in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring characters, critical commentary,
historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper
in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for further
research.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Sylvia Plath Susan Bassnett, 2017-03-16 Sylvia Plath is
one of the best-known and most widely-studied writers of the twentieth century. Since her death in
1963, critics have presented different images of Plath: the 'suicidal' poet, the frustrated wife and
mother, the feminist precursor. In this lively and approachable introduction to the author's poetry,
Susan Bassnett offers a balanced view of Plath as one of the finest contemporary poets, and shows
the diversity of her work. Bassnett's refreshing perspective on the writer provides a welcome
alternative to the many studies which attempt endlessly to psychoanalyse Plath posthumously.
Bassnett argues that there can never be any definitive version of the Plath story, but, from close
readings of her texts, readers can discover the excitement of her diverse work. Plath is not viewed as
an author driven by a death wish, nor does the book focus on her suicide - instead, she is considered
in the cultural context in which she wrote, and viewed as a complex writer. Now thoroughly revised
and expanded in the light of recent research, the second edition of this essential text contains new
chapters and more close reading of the poetry. It concludes with an analysis of Ted Hughes' Birthday
Letters, a collection of poems which he wrote about his wife after her death.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Ideology in the Poetry of Sylvia Plath Ikram Hili,
2021-06-29 With its distinctive poetic forms and themes, Sylvia Plath’s poetry patently epitomizes
her personal and artistic struggle as a woman writer to be part of a largely male-dominated canon.
In Ideology in the Poetry of Sylvia Plath: From Manuscript to Published Poem, Ikram Hili examines
the difficulties that Plath encountered while drafting her poems, as she wrestled with what to reveal
to, or conceal from, the reading public—a literary exertion that is even more visible when studying
the poet’s manuscripts of published and unpublished poems. While examining the influence of
ideology on Plath’s poetics, Hili traces different stages of the poet’s literary journey, as she moves
from restriction, repression, and containment towards a liberating phase during which she carves
out her own body of writing. Detaching herself from the rigid, crippling formalism of her earlier
years, Plath confronts her own indecisiveness as a poet, cleans up her messy drafts, and embarks on
an aesthetic healing process. The literary body that she aims to construct is no longer confined
within the “great” writing tradition that she once perceived as predominantly male; nor is it perfect.
It is a “perfected” body, the result of a process into which Plath’s captivated readers have also
entered.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Dictionary of World Biography: The 20th century, O-Z
Frank Northen Magill, Christina J. Moose, Alison Aves, 1999-11 Each volume of the Dictionary of
World Biography contains 250 entries on the lives of the individuals who shaped their times and left
their mark on world history. This is not a who's who. Instead, each entry provides an in-depth essay
on the life and career of the individual concerned. Essays commence with a quick reference section
that provides basic facts on the individual's life and achievements. The extended biography places
the life and works of the individual within an historical context, and the summary at the end of each
essay provides a synopsis of the individual's place in history. All entries conclude with a fully
annotated bibliography.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: The 20th Century O-Z Frank N. Magill, 2013-05-13 Each
volume of the Dictionary of World Biography contains 250 entries on the lives of the individuals who
shaped their times and left their mark on world history. This is not a who's who. Instead, each entry
provides an in-depth essay on the life and career of the individual concerned. Essays commence with
a quick reference section that provides basic facts on the individual's life and achievements. The



extended biography places the life and works of the individual within an historical context, and the
summary at the end of each essay provides a synopsis of the individual's place in history. All entries
conclude with a fully annotated bibliography.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes Margaret Dickie, 1979
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Shakespeare's Sisters Sandra M. Gilbert, Susan Gubar,
1979
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Signifying Pain Judith Harris, 2012-02-01 A deeply
personal yet universal work, Signifying Pain applies the principles of therapeutic writing to such
painful life experiences as mental illness, suicide, racism, domestic abuse, and even genocide.
Probing deep into the bedrock of literary imagination, Judith Harris traces the odyssey of a diverse
group of writers—John Keats, Derek Walcott, Jane Kenyon, Michael S. Harper, Robert Lowell, and
Ai, as well as student writers—who have used their writing to work through and past such personal
traumas. Drawing on her own experience as a poet and teacher, Harris shows how the process can
be long and arduous, but that when exercised within the spirit of one's own personal compassion,
the results can be limitless. Signifying Pain will be of interest not only to teachers of creative and
therapeutic writing, but also to those with a critical interest in autobiographical or confessional
writing more generally.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: The Making of Sylvia Plath Carl Rollyson, 2024-11-15 Since
her death, Sylvia Plath (1932–1963) has become an endless source of fascination for a wide audience
ranging from readers of The Bell Jar, her semiautobiographical novel, to her groundbreaking poetry
as exemplified by Ariel. Beyond her writing, however, interest in Plath has also been fueled in part
by the tragic nature of her death. As a result, a steady stream of biographies of Plath have appeared
over the last fifty-five years that mainly focus on her death or contain projections of an array of
points of view about the writer. Until now, little sustained attention has been paid to the influences
on Plath’s life and work. What movies did she watch? Which books did she read? How did media
shape her worldview? In this meticulously researched biography, Carl Rollyson explores the intricate
web of literature, cinema, spirituality, psychology, and popular culture that profoundly influenced
Plath's life and writing. At the heart of this biography is a compelling exploration of William
Sheldon’s seminal work, Psychology and the Promethean Will, which Plath devoured in her quest for
self-discovery and understanding. Through Plath’s intense study of this work, readers gain
unprecedented access to Plath's innermost thoughts, her therapeutic treatments, and the
overarching worldview that fueled her creative genius. Through Sheldon as well as Plath’s other
influences, Rollyson offers a captivating survey of the symbiotic relationship between an artist and
the world around her and offers readers new insights into the enigmatic mind of one of the most
important writers of the twentieth century.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Plath's Incarnations Lynda K. Bundtzen, 1983
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Sylvia Plath Paul Mitchell, 2011-11-28 Sylvia Plath es una
de las poetas más conocidas y controvertidas del siglo XX. Desde su muerte en 1963, el debate
crítico sobre su obra ha sido animado y, en ocasiones, incluso hostil. Esta obra ilustra cómo leer a
Plath desde una perspectiva alternativa, utilizando la teoría de Julia Kristeva sobre el lenguaje
político, y que permite una apreciación de los poemas que va más allá de lo biográfico al hacer
énfasis, en cambio, en los textos; de ese modo, se engrana con la primera persona como una
herramienta heurística compleja e inestable. Al explorar los poemas en términos de su trascendencia
en lugar de centrarse exclusivamente en su significado explora la manera en la que la obra de Plath
produce una crisis de subjetividad oratoria y, a partir de ahí, emerge la naturaleza «revolucionaria»
de la voz poética.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: Claiming Sylvia Plath Marianne Egeland, 2013-02-14 Over
the years, Sylvia Plath has come to inhabit a contested area of cultural production with other
ambiguous authors between the highbrow, the middlebrow, and the popular. Claiming Sylvia Plath is
a critical and comprehensive reception study of what has been written about Plath from 1960 to
2010. Academic and popular interest in her seems incessant, verging on a public obsession. The



story of Sylvia Plath is not only the story of a writer and her texts, but also of the readers who have
tried to make sense of her life and work. A religious tone and a rhetoric of accountability dominate
among the devoted. Questing for the real or true Sylvia, they share a sense of posessiveness towards
outsiders or those who deviate from what they see as a correct approach to the poet. In order to
offer a new and more nuanced perspective on Plath’s public image, the reception has been
organized into interpretive communities composed of critics, feminists, biographers, psychologists,
and friends. Pertinent questions are raised about how the poet functions as an excemplary figure,
and how – and by whom – she is used to further theories, politics, careers, and a number of other
causes. Ethical issues and rhetorical strategies consequently loom high in Claiming Sylvia Plath. The
book may be employed both as a guide to the massive body of Plath literature and as a history of a
changing critical doxa. Why Sylvia Plath has been serviceable to so many and open to colonization is
another way of asking why she keeps on fascinating all kinds of readers worldwide. Claiming Sylvia
Plath suggests a host of possible answers. It includes an extensive Plath bibliography.
  sylvia plath the colossus analysis: The other Side of Desire Tamise Van Pelt, 2012-02-01 The
other Side of Desire puts Jacques Lacan's theoretical constructs to work on texts as varied as Plato's
Symposium, Hamlet, Tootsie, and the journals of Sylvia Plath, making the techniques of Lacanian
analysis accessible to a wide variety of readers. Moving from oppositional readings of Lacan himself,
through Lacan's search for an alternative to oppositionality, to his solution in the theory of the
registers, Van Pelt rereads Lacan's most significant essays on aggressivity, the mirror stage, the
subversion of the subject, and the signification of the phallus, making explicit the reading practices
implicit in Lacan's first seven Seminars and his Écrits. Throughout, Van Pelt demonstrates Lacanian
theory's pivotal role in the intellectual transition from the poststructuralism of the mid–twentieth
century to the post-humanism of the twenty-first.
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