taekwondo in korean language

taekwondo in korean language represents not only a martial art but also an important cultural and
linguistic element of Korea. This article explores the significance of taekwondo terminology in Korean,
its historical origins, and how understanding the language enhances the practice and appreciation of
this globally renowned martial art. Additionally, the article covers the key Korean terms used in
taekwondo, the language’s role in training and competitions, and the cultural context that taekwondo
embodies through its Korean roots. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how
taekwondo and the Korean language are intricately linked, enriching the martial art experience
worldwide.
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Historical Background of Taekwondo and the Korean
Language

Taekwondo is a Korean martial art that emphasizes head-height kicks, jumping and spinning kicks,
and fast kicking techniques. The name itself is derived from Korean words: “Tae” meaning foot,
“Kwon” meaning fist, and “Do” meaning way or art. This language origin reflects the physical and
philosophical components of taekwondo as a martial discipline. The Korean language has been
integral to taekwondo since its inception, preserving traditional techniques and philosophies through
verbal instruction and terminology.

Taekwondo originated in Korea during the 1940s and 1950s, a period of national revival following
Japanese occupation. It combined elements from indigenous Korean martial arts such as Taekkyeon
and Hwa Rang Do with influences from karate. The use of Korean language in naming and teaching
taekwondo helped reinforce Korean cultural identity and pride in the post-war era, making the martial
art a symbol of Korean heritage.

Evolution of Taekwondo Terminology

The terminology used in taekwondo has evolved alongside the martial art itself. Early practitioners
adopted Korean words to describe techniques, stances, and movements, standardizing
communication across dojangs (training halls). This consistency allowed for a unified system of
instruction that transcended regional dialects and variations, ensuring that taekwondo remained a
distinctly Korean practice. Today, the Korean language remains the official language used in
taekwondo competitions and formal examinations around the world.



Essential Taekwondo Terminology in Korean

Understanding the key terms in taekwondo in Korean language is crucial for practitioners and
enthusiasts. These terms not only describe physical techniques but also convey the philosophy and
discipline behind the martial art. Below is a list of fundamental Korean terms commonly used in
taekwondo:

e Chagi (1) - Kick
e Jireugi (J00) - Punch

e Makgi ([J0) - Block

Ap Seogi () - Front stance

Dollyo Chagi (00 () - Roundhouse kick

Do Jang (JJ) - Training hall

Kihap ([J0) - Yell or shout used to focus energy

Sabumnim ([J(J]) - Instructor or master

These terms form the backbone of communication in taekwondo practice, aiding students in
understanding instructions and performing movements with precision. Mastery of these Korean terms
enhances the learning process and allows for better integration into the global taekwondo community.

Technical Vocabulary

Beyond basic terms, taekwondo includes a rich vocabulary for various kicking techniques, blocks, and
forms (poomsae). Each term reflects specific Korean words that describe the motion, direction, or
intent of the technique, demonstrating the depth and structure of the language within the martial art.

The Role of Korean Language in Taekwondo Training
and Practice

Korean language serves as the primary medium of instruction in taekwondo worldwide, reflecting its
cultural authenticity and traditional roots. Instructors use Korean commands during classes to
maintain consistency and respect for the martial art’s origins. This practice also fosters discipline and
a sense of unity among practitioners regardless of their native language.

Use of Korean Commands

Commands such as “Joon-bi” (ready), “Shi-jak” (begin), and “Guman” (stop) are standard in most
dojangs. These commands streamline the training process and help students respond swiftly and
accurately during drills and sparring. The use of Korean commands also emphasizes the martial art’s
Korean heritage and promotes cultural appreciation among practitioners.



Benefits of Learning Korean in Taekwondo

Learning taekwondo in Korean language offers multiple benefits:

Improved understanding of techniques and philosophies

Increased focus and discipline through command recognition

Enhanced communication with instructors and peers internationally

Deeper connection to Korean culture and martial arts traditions

Preparation for official examinations and competitions where Korean terminology is standard

Understanding Korean Commands and Phrases Used in
Taekwondo

Taekwondo training involves a variety of commands and phrases that guide students through practice
and competition. These Korean expressions are integral to the martial art’s structure and discipline,
facilitating clear communication and maintaining order during classes.

Common Korean Commands

Some of the most frequently used Korean commands in taekwondo include:

1. Joon-bi ([J]) - Prepare or get ready
2. Shi-jak ([0) - Start

3. Guman ([JJ) - Stop or cease

4. Baro ([]) - Return to attention

5. Kyung-ye () - Bow

6. Cha-ryeot ([J]) - Attention stance

These commands are essential for maintaining discipline and flow during training sessions and
competitions. They help create a respectful and focused atmosphere that honors the traditions of
taekwondo.

Encouragement and Correction Phrases

Instructors often use Korean phrases to encourage students or provide corrections. Examples include:

e Hwaiting () - A term of encouragement meaning “fighting” or “keep going”



« Jal-haess-eo ([][]]) - Well done
e Do-ra ([J]) - Turn

e Geun-yol ([J]J) - Strength or power

Such phrases enhance motivation and help students refine their skills while reinforcing the use of
Korean language throughout practice.

Cultural Significance of Taekwondo in Korean Society

Taekwondo is deeply embedded in Korean culture, serving as a symbol of national pride, discipline,
and philosophical tradition. The Korean language plays a crucial role in preserving the cultural and
historical context of taekwondo, transmitting values that extend beyond physical combat.

Taekwondo as a Cultural Ambassador

Through its international popularity, taekwondo promotes Korean culture worldwide. The use of
Korean language in ceremonies, competitions, and instruction highlights Korea’s heritage and fosters
cross-cultural understanding. This martial art acts as a cultural ambassador, introducing practitioners
globally to Korean customs and language.

Philosophical and Ethical Foundations

Taekwondo is grounded in principles such as courtesy (Ye-ui), integrity (Yom-chi), perseverance (In-
nae), self-control (Guk-gi), and indomitable spirit (Baekjulboolgool). These concepts are expressed in
Korean language and serve as guiding values for practitioners, shaping both their martial skills and
personal character.
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taekwondo in korean language: Taekwondo Terminology B. Milnes, 2014-11-08 This book
is ideal for any student of Taekwondo looking to broaden their Korean vocabulary or improve their
pronunciation of Korean terms. The first part of the book includes explanations on the pronunciation
of Korean words and the construction of basic sentences. There is also an abbreviated history of the
Korean language, and a description of the different romanisations used to represent Korean words
with Latin letters. The second part of the book gives information on thousands of Korean terms that
are used in Taekwondo to describe movements. Terms are presented in Hangeul and Hanja, and
represented according to the Revised Romanisation of Korean. There are also directions for how the
term is used specifically within martial arts. Though this book has been written for students of
Taekwondo, much of it would also be useful for anyone training in Tangsudo, Gongsudo, or Hapkido.

taekwondo in korean language: Taekwondo: a Korean Language and Terminology Reference
Benjamin T. Milnes, 2010-04-15 This book contains the ultimate, definitive, authoritative
terminology list for Taekwondo:'¢ Exhaustive: with over a thousand entries of words and phrases
without unhelpful and excessive repetition.'¢ Accurate, reliable and consistent: the vocabulary is
listed alongside its old and new full Korean character counterparts, in addition to a phonetic script
in the Revised Romanisation system.'¢ Comprehensive and unaffiliated: this list has not been
compiled for any one organisation.Furthermore to its dictionary, this book provides a thorough
clarification of speaking, listening, reading and writing in Korean, giving you a respectable insight
into the Korean language. There is also a short history of the Korean language to compliment.This
book provides a full and complete study of the topic. Suitable for occasionally confirming a word or
pronunciation point, or for a meticulous education of the language in context, this is an invaluable
resource for all students, both at grade and degree level.

taekwondo in korean language: The Tae Kwon Do Handbook Ray Pawlett, Mark Pawlett,
2008-01-15 Explains the history, steps, and training of tae kwon do.

taekwondo in korean language: Taekwondo Udo Moenig, 2015-04-10 This book provides a
comprehensive overview of the historical, political, and technical evolution of taekwondo. Many of
the supposedly ‘traditional’ and ‘ancient’ Korean cultural elements attached to taekwondo are, in
fact, remnants of East Asia’s modernization drive, and largely inherited from the Japanese martial
arts. The current historical portrayal has created an obstacle to a clear understanding of the history
of taekwondo, and presents problems and contradictions in philosophy and training methodology.
Using rich empirical data, including interviews with leading figures in the field, this book brings
together martial arts philosophy with an analysis of the technical aspects and the development of
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taekwondo, and provides a detailed comparison of karate and taekwondo techniques. It debunks
nationalistic mythology surrounding taekwondo to provide a reinterpretation of taeckwondo’s
evolution.

taekwondo in korean language: Tae Kwon Do Alix Wood, 2013-01-15 Tae kwon do is a Korean
martial art well known for its kicking techniques. Readers will learn the proper equipment, stances,
and strikes of tae kwon do. They will also be introduced to key Korean terms that they can use in
their study of tae kwon do.

taekwondo in korean language: Learning Korean Kay Ethier, Jin Yang, 2005 Description
Item Specifics - Item Condition Condition: New The book and corresponding audio tracks are
designed to help martial arts students learn the Korean terms used during training.This audio CD
and companion book are sold as a set in a shrinkwrapped case. The audio CD tracks help students
learn terminology they might need in studying Korean martial arts. Several tracks cover counting in
Korean and Sino-Korean, colors (as in belts), and polite phrases. Additionally, th 48-page book that
comes with the CD and the Tracks pages display the terms in English and Korean with a
pronunciation guide. The book also includes an anatomical terms illustration and a Hangul character
guide. The text also contains an introduction to Hangul writing to help you better understand the
Hangul depicted in the book -- or on the signs in your own do jang. Audio terms are spoken in
English by an English-speaker, followed by the same term spoken in Korean, twice, by a
Korean-speaker. New students of Korean martial arts will benefit from learning some of the
language and terminology in advance, enabling them to more quickly understand instructions during
class. Instructors may also benefit by being able to listen to the Korean speaker and refine their
pronunciations. * English Speaker: Grandmaster Richard Byrne (Byrne's Tang Soo Do) * Korean
Speaker: Master Dohyun Chang (White Tiger Tae Kwon Do)The book's first 15+ pages are an
overview of Hangul (Korean alphabet). After that, the pages follow the tracks of the audio CD.

taekwondo in korean language: Tae Kwon Do Thomas K. Adamson, Heather Adamson,
2015-01-01 Tae Kwon Do--Tae meaning foot, leg, etc., Kwon meaning fist, and Do meaning the
way--teaches the discipline of both body and mind. Learn about Aikido's history, moves, training, and
more with this title. Complete with a photo diagram, informative sidebars, and glossary. Aligned to
Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo
Publishing, a division of ABDO.

taekwondo in korean language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Tae Kwon Do Karen Eden,
Keith D. Yates, 1998 A guide to the Korean martial art chronicles the sport's history and explains
etiquette, belts and rankings, and training routines

taekwondo in korean language: World of Martial Arts ! Robert HILL, 2010-09-08 The martial
arts are various methods of armed and unarmed combat, originally used in warfare in the Far East
and shaped by Oriental philosophical concepts. The history of martial arts is challenging to
document precisely, because of the lack of historical records, secretive nature of the teacher-student
relationships and political circumstances during much of its history. The martial arts are popular in
many parts of the world today as forms of self-defense, law enforcement tactics, competitive sports,
and exercises for physical fitness. Among them are KARATE , Kung fu, jujitsu, JUDO, aikido, Tai chi
chuan, Sumo wrestling, and kendo. This informative book takes it's reader on a journey throughout
time and across the globe for a close up look at the history of many martial arts styles .

taekwondo in korean language: Taekwondo Grappling Techniques Tony Kemerly, Ph.D.,
Steve Snyder, 2012-08-21 Take taekwondo beyond just kicking and punching--discover powerful
grappling moves that build on the patterns you already know! Taekwondo is the most popular
Korean martial art, with over 70 million practitioners in the world. Taekwondo Grappling Techniques
presents the most effective grappling maneuvers ever developed for taeckwondo. With this
comprehensive taekwondo book as your guide, you'll confidently defend yourself against attacks and
apply your own devastating grappling techniques to bring assailants into submission. This
taekwondo guide contains 15 chapters with 89 different taekwondo techniques. Movements include:
Low Double Knifehand Block to Circular Block Upward Elbow Strike to Double Knifehand Block




Sitting Stance Punch to Sitting Stance Punch to Outer Forearm Block Reverse Punch to Scooping
Block Square Block to Inward Knifehand Strike Vertical Spearhand Strike to High Backfist Strike
Reverse Inner Forearm Block to Reverse Punch Double Knifehand Block to High Punch Includes
downloadable instructional video.

taekwondo in korean language: Indigenous Sports History and Culture in Asia Fan Hong,
Liu Li, 2021-09-30 This is the first book in English that adopts a critical socio-historical perspective
to examine the important themes and challenges of Asian indigenous culture and sport. Written by
leading sport historians and scholars, the chapters in the book contain real-life case studies and
comparative studies in Asian sport. The book examines the history, contemporary governance and
management, gender, and ethnic issues embedded in folk sports and physical culture, and the
challenges faced by Asian indigenous sports and their evolution. Based on cutting-edge research
from China, Japan, Korea, Israel and beyond, this book will be a valuable addition to any course in
sport history, sport culture, sport development and sport sociology. It will stimulate those who are
seeking ways to promote and develop indigenous sports, from intangible cultural heritage protection
to global sport partnership. It will also be of interest to students, researchers, and practitioners, who
wish to understand the changing face of Asian society and Asian indigenous sport. The chapters in
this book were originally published as a special issue of The International Journal of the History of
Sport.

taekwondo in korean language: Advanced Taekwondo Scott Shaw, 2012-01-17 Taekwondo
is defined as a hard-style system of the martial arts— with penetrating kicks and punches, and
forceful linear attacks. Dedicated practitioners know that advanced training means not only striving
to master techniques, but also developing a deeper understanding of the history, philosophy, and
concepts at the core of this martial art. In Advanced Taekwondo, Scott Shaw presents an in-depth
look at the complete art of Taekwondo—from the underlying philosophies that drive the techniques
and strategies to advice on mastering basic and advanced techniques fundamental to the art.
Chapters include: An in-depth look at the origins and philosophies of Taekwondo Discussion and tips
on mastering essential techniques Illustrated poomse sequences, including the Taeguek forms and
Black Belt forms With over 400 illustrations and detailed instruction from a leading teacher in the
field, even the most experienced black belts can benefit from the lessons in this book. Scott Shaw is
one of the world's most prolific proponents of the Korean martial arts. He began training in hapkido
and taekwondo as a young boy and today holds master instructor certification in both. He is a
frequently published contributor to martial arts magazines and has authored a number of books,
including Hapkido: Korean Art of Self-Defense.

taekwondo in korean language: Taekwondo Studies: Advanced Theory and Practice
Michael DeMarco, M.A., et al., 2015-10-11 Taekwondo is unlike any other martial art and it deserves
some special attention because of its importance as a sport with a unique history and influence. This
anthology, as part of our projects to provide stellar articles from the Journal of Asian Martial Arts,
provides high quality materials about taekwondo you will not find elsewhere. Topics include fascets
of taekwondo history, practice, competition, health, education, character, techniques, and
sport/athletics. You'll find the notes, bibliographies, illustrations, and index are also valuable. We
have been very fortunate to include the writings of Dr. Willy Pieter, a pioneer in the scientific study
of taekwondo. Other articles in this book provide details of taeckwondo history, such as the detailed
work by Dakin Burdick. The earlier version as published in the journal caused quite a stir among
Korean martial art afficionados, particularly in the clear exposition that taekwondo’s roots are found
in Japanese/Okinawan traditions. Some chapters focus on specific techniques, especially the pieces
by Udo Moenig, Louis Bercades and Willy Pieter. The interview by José Suporta with Juan Moreno is
very insightful as it includes a discussion of the differences of taekwondo practices for the martial
artist and sport athlete. In her chapter, Marzena Czarneca uncovers the social relationships that
often develop between students and teachers. The emotional and psychological bonds formed during
classes are often difficult to notice and define, but she does so with a unique research methodology.
Van Reenam’s chapter gives a refreshing portrait of childhood development through taekwondo



practice. His conclusions will benefit those who teach, as well as the youngsters and parents
involved in taekwondo. Authoritative works dealing with taekwondo are published occasionally. This
book is a milestone in taekwondo literature. Hopefully you will enjoy reading each page of this
important anthology. Besides being a convenient collection of special readings on taekwondo, we
also hope the chapters will inspire future research and writing in this field.

taekwondo in korean language: Tae Kwon Do ((JJ]): — An Olympic Sport Jyoti Patel,
2021-04-07 Of the many books that get published around the world, this is the first that was ever
written by a female author on a deadly yet sophisticated sport TAEKWONDO’. “TAEKWONDO’ is
beyond a sport in itself and more of representation of way of life. Kicks and Punches resemble a
great form of ‘Art’ than a mere combat techniques; they are as subtle as a piece of paint work that
requires enormous amount of dedication and effort to get it right. This book provides an illustration
of some of the amazing techniques from ‘TAEKWONDO’ that are focused on providing self-defense
guidance for young girls/women or to anyone who are keen on this subject. “Taekwondo - An
Olympic Sport’ is dedicated to all those unsung heroes in the sport of “TAEKWONDO’ who practiced
this ‘Art’ with passion and have been religiously practicing and training young ‘TAEKWONDO’
athletes. It’s also dedicated to those who believe in fitness as a whole.

taekwondo in korean language: Koreans in North America Pyong Gap Min, 2012-12-08
This is the only anthology that covers several different topics related to Koreans’ experiences in the
U.S. and Canada. The topics covered are Koreans’ immigration and settlement patterns, changes in
Korean immigrants’ business patterns, Korean immigrant churches’ social functions, differences
between Korean immigrant intact families and geese families, transnational ties, second-generation
Koreans’ identity issues, and Korean international students’ gender issues. This book focuses on
Korean Americans’ twenty-first century experiences. It provides basic statistics about Koreans’
immigration, settlement and business patterns, while it also provides meaningful qualitative data on
gender issues and ethnic identity. The annotated bibliography on Korean Americans in Chapter 10
will serve as important guides for beginning researchers studying Korean Americans.

taekwondo in korean language: Taekwondo NB Armstrong, 2015-10-21 Taekwondo, which
literally means “the way of the hand and foot,” is an indigenous Korean tradition and the world’s
most popular martial art. This book is an excellent guide for people new to the sport as well as those
familiar with the beauty, efficiency and sophistication of taeckwondo. The chapters cover topics
ranging from taekwondo’s origins in Korea and the meanings of both the martial art and sport to
taekwondo’s rapid spread worldwide and adoption as an official Olympic event. Anything and
everything about taekwondo is jam-packed in this book, which appeals to both the novice and the
advanced black belt.

taekwondo in korean language: Taekwondo Kids Wolfgang Rumpf, Volker Dornemann,
2013-11-15 Taekwondo Kids is the first practical guide to the Korean Martial Arts System of
Taekwondo and has been specially written with children and youths in mind. It serves as an
accompaniment to training as well as providing an introduction to this particular sport. Using
simple, easily understood language and numerous appropriate illustrations suitable for children and
youths, all the exercises can be carried out or practiced without any difficulty. Taekwondo Kids is
written in the form of a course textbook. The individual sec- tions of the book are arranged
according to belt grade, and in addition to the comprehensive lead into the sport itself, all the
respective techniques and exer- cise forms in Taekwondo are included for advancement to the next
belt grade in the WTF (World Taekwondo Federation) System.

taekwondo in korean language: Studies in American Folklife , 1982

taekwondo in korean language: The Golden Ages of the Dark Ages Dr. Nazry Bin Yahya,
2021-01-28 The Golden Ages of the Dark Ages is an exciting historical analysis about the civilizations
and empires that exist around the globe during the European Dark Ages. The use of the maps in the
chapters allows readers to visualize the civilizations development away from Europe. There are too
many civilizations to compile. Thus, this book is based on two basic philosophies that the time line is
limited only to the prominent civilizations within 500 CE to 1500 CE and also to have a minimum of



100 years of history. Readers too must acknowledge that there were many other great world
civilizations within and outside of the time line. We can only pick a handful of the civilizations,
traditions and empires. This is a factual book that might create further interests for readers to
explore in depth some of the revelations. This book too is hoped to help readers to critically analyze
their past readings as history has been proven to be distorted by some of the historians.

taekwondo in korean language: Myth and Identity in the Martial Arts Alexus McLeod,
2024-12-24 Myth and Identity in the Martial Arts: Creating the Dragon is a study of the role of myth
and ideology in the formation of social identity, focusing on a variety of communities of practice
involving the martial arts in East Asian and Western history. Alexus McLeod argues that myths of
the martial arts should not be understood as “falsehoods” created as means of legitimizing modern
practices, but should instead be understood as narratives that enable individuals and communities to
formulate social identities and to accord meaning to their practices. This book covers six influential
sources of myth and identity formation in the history of martial arts: early Chinese and Indian
philosophy, the formation bushido thought in the Edo period of Japan, Republican-era Chinese
conceptions of nationhood and physical culture, Western contributions and the innovations of Bruce
Lee, African American conceptions of martial arts as a response to oppression in the twentieth
century, and the contemporary ideologies of mixed martial arts.
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Salles de sport - Forum Pointe-Noire - Découvrez les meilleures salles de sport a Pointe-Noire
pour vos loisirs. Infos pratiques et recommandations partagées par des locaux

Sports activities in Riyadh - Sports activities in Riyadh, list of sports club, gyms in Riyadh
L'intégration scolaire des enfants aux Etats-Unis - Découvrez des conseils pratiques pour
aider les enfants a s'intégrer a 1'école aux Etats-Unis, les étapes clés et les signes d'une mauvaise
adaptation

Sports in Mauritius - Mauritius forum - Explore popular and unique sports in Mauritius,
discover accessible facilities, find local clubs, and share your favorite activities in this vibrant leisure
discussion
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