tacoma humane society found cats

tacoma humane society found cats plays a crucial role in reuniting lost pets with their owners and
providing shelter to stray felines in the Tacoma area. This organization is dedicated to the care,
rehabilitation, and eventual adoption of cats that are found wandering or abandoned. The Tacoma
Humane Society’s efforts include medical treatment, behavioral assessment, and community outreach
to ensure these cats receive the best possible chance at a new home. Understanding the processes
and services provided by the Tacoma Humane Society can be invaluable for residents who encounter
stray cats or who are looking to adopt. This article provides a comprehensive overview of how the
Tacoma Humane Society manages found cats, the steps involved in the intake and care process, and
how the community can assist in supporting these animals. Below is a detailed look into the key

aspects of the Tacoma Humane Society found cats program.
¢ Overview of the Tacoma Humane Society's Role
e Intake Process for Found Cats
e Care and Rehabilitation Services

¢ Adoption and Rehoming Procedures

e Community Involvement and Support

Overview of the Tacoma Humane Society's Role

The Tacoma Humane Society is a vital institution dedicated to animal welfare, including the rescue and

care of found cats. It operates as a no-kill shelter that emphasizes the humane treatment of animals by



providing safe housing and medical care to cats who have been lost, abandoned, or surrendered. The
organization collaborates closely with local authorities, animal control, and community members to
identify and assist found cats. Its services extend beyond sheltering, incorporating community
education on responsible pet ownership and the importance of spaying and neutering to control the

stray population.

Mission and Vision

The fundamental mission of the Tacoma Humane Society is to protect and improve the lives of
animals through compassionate care, education, and advocacy. Its vision includes a community where
every cat is valued and has a safe, loving home. This guiding principle shapes all aspects of the found

cats program, ensuring that each animal receives individualized attention and support.

Partnerships and Community Role

Working in partnership with veterinarians, volunteers, and local government agencies, the Tacoma
Humane Society enhances its capacity to respond effectively to found cat situations. These
partnerships enable efficient intake, medical treatment, and placement of cats, while also promoting

public awareness about animal welfare issues within Tacoma and surrounding areas.

Intake Process for Found Cats

When cats are found and brought to the Tacoma Humane Society, a structured intake process is
followed to ensure their health and safety. This process is designed to quickly assess and document

each animal’s condition while facilitating the search for their original owners.

Initial Assessment and ldentification

Upon arrival, each found cat undergoes an initial health check to identify any immediate medical



needs. Staff also scan for microchips or other identification methods to determine if the cat belongs to

someone. This step is critical in reuniting lost cats with their families.

Holding Period and Lost Pet Services

The Tacoma Humane Society implements a mandatory holding period during which efforts are made
to locate the cat’s owner. This period allows time for lost pet reports to be filed and for owners to be

notified. The shelter maintains a database of found cats to assist in matching pets with their owners.

Documentation and Record-Keeping

Detailed records are kept for each found cat, including descriptions, health status, and behavioral
notes. These records are essential for tracking the cat’s progress through the shelter system and for

potential adopters seeking information about the animal.

Care and Rehabilitation Services

After the intake process, found cats receive comprehensive care to address both physical and

emotional needs. This phase is crucial for preparing cats for adoption or long-term placement.

Medical Treatment and Vaccination

All found cats are provided with necessary veterinary care, including vaccinations, parasite control, and
treatment for any illnesses or injuries. This medical attention ensures they are healthy and ready for

interaction with potential adopters.



Behavioral Assessment and Socialization

Behavioral evaluations are conducted to understand each cat’s temperament and social needs. For
shy or fearful cats, specialized socialization programs help build trust and improve their chances of
adoption. These programs may include interaction with trained staff or volunteers and controlled

exposure to other animals and humans.

Nutrition and Environment

Cats are fed balanced diets tailored to their age and health requirements. The shelter environment is
designed to reduce stress, with separate spaces for different cats to ensure safety and comfort.

Enrichment activities are provided to stimulate mental and physical well-being.

Adoption and Rehoming Procedures

One of the primary goals of the Tacoma Humane Society found cats program is to place cats into
permanent, loving homes. The adoption process is thorough to ensure the best match between the cat

and the adopter.

Adoption Screening and Counseling

Potential adopters undergo a screening process that includes an application, interview, and reference
checks. Shelter staff provide counseling on cat care, behavior, and health to prepare adopters for

responsible pet ownership.

Adoption Events and Outreach

The Tacoma Humane Society regularly hosts adoption events to showcase found cats and facilitate

their transition into new homes. These events often involve partnerships with local businesses and



community centers to reach a broad audience.

Post-Adoption Support

Support does not end with adoption; the shelter offers resources and advice to new cat owners to help
with adjustment and ongoing care. This support increases the likelihood of successful, long-term

placements.

Community Involvement and Support

Community participation is critical to the success of the Tacoma Humane Society’s efforts with found

cats. Public awareness, volunteerism, and donations all contribute to the shelter’s mission.

Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers play an essential role in daily operations, including cat care, socialization, administrative
tasks, and event organization. The shelter provides training to ensure volunteers can effectively

support found cats and the organization’s goals.

Donations and Fundraising

Financial contributions and supplies donations help maintain shelter facilities, provide veterinary care,
and support outreach programs. Fundraising campaigns and community events raise awareness and

resources necessary for ongoing operations.

Education and Advocacy

The Tacoma Humane Society conducts educational programs to inform the public about responsible



pet ownership, the importance of spaying and neutering, and how to assist found cats. Advocacy

efforts aim to improve local animal welfare policies and promote humane treatment of all animals.

Steps to Take If You Find a Cat in Tacoma

Residents who discover a stray or lost cat can assist the Tacoma Humane Society by following
recommended steps to ensure the cat’s safety and increase the chances of reunification with its

owner.

* Safely contain the cat in a secure and quiet space if possible.
e Check for visible identification such as collars or tags.

¢ Contact the Tacoma Humane Society to report the found cat and inquire about intake

procedures.
e Post found cat notices in the community and on social media platforms.

¢ Consider scheduling a microchip scan at a local veterinary clinic or shelter.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can | find information about cats found by the Tacoma Humane
Society?

You can find information about cats found by the Tacoma Humane Society on their official website

under the 'Lost & Found Pets' section or by contacting their shelter directly.



How do | report a cat | found to the Tacoma Humane Society?

To report a found cat, you can call the Tacoma Humane Society or visit their shelter in person. They

also have online forms available on their website to report found pets.

What should | do if | found a cat in Tacoma and want to reunite it with
its owner?

If you found a cat, check for identification like a collar or microchip, then report the found cat to the

Tacoma Humane Society so they can assist in reuniting the cat with its owner.

Does the Tacoma Humane Society hold found cats for a certain
period?

Yes, the Tacoma Humane Society typically holds found cats for a mandatory stray hold period, usually

around 3 to 5 days, to allow owners to claim them before they are available for adoption.
Are found cats at the Tacoma Humane Society available for adoption?
Once the stray hold period has passed and the cat is not claimed by its owner, the Tacoma Humane

Society makes found cats available for adoption.

How can | check if a cat found in Tacoma has been brought to the
humane society?

You can check the Tacoma Humane Society’s online lost and found pet database or contact the
shelter directly to inquire about found cats.

What services does the Tacoma Humane Society offer for found cats?

The Tacoma Humane Society provides shelter, medical care, microchip scanning, and assistance in

reuniting found cats with their owners. They also facilitate adoption if the cat remains unclaimed.



Can | foster a found cat from the Tacoma Humane Society?

Yes, the Tacoma Humane Society often has foster programs where volunteers can temporarily care for

found cats until they are adopted.

How does the Tacoma Humane Society handle cats found injured or in
distress?

Found cats that are injured or in distress are given immediate veterinary care by the Tacoma Humane

Society. They prioritize the health and well-being of all animals in their care.

Additional Resources

1. Whiskers of Tacoma: Stories from the Humane Society

This heartfelt collection shares true stories of found cats brought to the Tacoma Humane Society.
Each tale highlights the unique personalities and journeys of these feline friends, from stray beginnings
to loving homes. Readers will find inspiration in the resilience and spirit of these cats and the

compassionate people who care for them.

2. Paws and Hope: Rescuing Tacoma’s Stray Cats

Explore the dedicated efforts of the Tacoma Humane Society in rescuing and rehabilitating stray cats.
This book delves into the challenges and triumphs of animal rescue, showcasing the teamwork
involved in saving lives. It also provides practical advice on how communities can support local

shelters.

3. From Stray to Stay: Adoption Stories from Tacoma
Discover touching adoption stories of cats found and nurtured by the Tacoma Humane Society. Each
chapter follows a cat’s journey from rescue to finding a forever home, emphasizing the importance of

adoption. The book celebrates the transformative power of love and second chances.

4. The Hidden Lives of Tacoma’s Found Cats



This book reveals the often overlooked stories of cats living on the streets of Tacoma before their
rescue. Through vivid narratives and photographs, readers gain insight into the daily struggles these
cats face and the vital role of the Humane Society in their recovery. It’s a call to awareness and

compassion for homeless animals.

5. Healing Paws: Veterinary Care at Tacoma Humane Society
An inside look at the medical care provided to found cats at the Tacoma Humane Society. This book
explains common health issues faced by stray cats and the treatments that help them recover. It also

highlights the dedication of veterinary staff and volunteers in restoring health and hope.

6. Feline Friends: Building Community Through Tacoma’s Humane Society
Learn how the Tacoma Humane Society fosters community connections through its work with found
cats. This book explores outreach programs, volunteer stories, and educational initiatives aimed at

promoting animal welfare. It underscores the power of community involvement in making a difference.

7. Silent Whiskers: Understanding the Behavior of Stray Cats
Gain a deeper understanding of the behavior and needs of stray cats found in Tacoma. This
informative guide provides insights into how cats adapt to life on the streets and how humane societies

approach their care. It is an essential resource for anyone interested in feline welfare and rescue.

8. Tales of Courage: Rescuing Tacoma’s Feral Cats

Highlighting the unique challenges of rescuing feral cats, this book offers compelling stories from the

Tacoma Humane Society’s efforts. It discusses trap-neuter-return programs, socialization techniques,

and the dedication required to help these wary animals. The narratives celebrate the small victories in

saving feral cats’ lives.

9. Forever Homes: The Impact of Adoption on Tacoma’s Found Cats

This inspiring book focuses on the long-term impact of adoption on cats rescued in Tacoma. Featuring
follow-up stories and testimonials from adopters, it reveals how rescued cats enrich the lives of their
new families. The book encourages readers to consider adoption as a meaningful way to support

animal welfare.
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