
tacoma washington crime statistics

tacoma washington crime statistics provide an essential overview of the safety landscape within this vibrant
city located in Pierce County. Understanding crime rates, trends, and patterns is critical for residents,
businesses, policymakers, and prospective movers aiming to assess local security conditions. This article delves
into detailed crime data, highlighting key categories such as violent crime, property crime, and other relevant
offenses in Tacoma. Additionally, it explores year-over-year trends, comparisons with state and national
averages, and crime prevention efforts by local authorities. Whether analyzing data for public safety
awareness or community planning, this comprehensive overview offers valuable insights into Tacoma's crime
environment. Below is the table of contents to guide the discussion through various aspects of Tacoma
Washington crime statistics.
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Overview of Tacoma Crime Rates

The crime rates in Tacoma, Washington, have been a subject of close monitoring by law enforcement agencies
and community organizations. Tacoma experiences a range of criminal activities, including violent crimes such as
assault and robbery, as well as property crimes like burglary and theft. According to recent reports,
Tacoma’s overall crime rate tends to be higher than the national average, reflecting urban challenges typical
of a mid-sized city. However, numbers fluctuate based on specific neighborhoods and ongoing community
intervention efforts. Understanding these statistics helps provide clarity on which areas require more focused
attention to enhance public safety.

Current Crime Rate Statistics

Recent data indicates that Tacoma’s violent crime rate is significantly above the national average, with
incidents such as aggravated assault, robbery, and homicide contributing to these figures. Property crimes,
including burglary, motor vehicle theft, and larceny, also occur at rates exceeding state averages in certain
parts of the city. Law enforcement agencies release annual crime reports that break down these figures, offering
transparency and aiding local authorities in resource allocation and crime reduction strategies.

Crime Rate by Neighborhood

Crime rates vary considerably across Tacoma’s diverse neighborhoods. Areas such as Hilltop and South
Tacoma have historically reported higher crime levels, whereas neighborhoods like West End and Northeast
Tacoma tend to have lower crime statistics. These disparities are influenced by factors such as economic
conditions, population density, and community engagement. Local police departments often focus patrols and
outreach programs in high-crime neighborhoods to address these challenges directly.



Types of Crimes in Tacoma

Understanding the types of crimes prevalent in Tacoma is crucial for grasping the full scope of the city’s public
safety situation. Tacoma experiences a broad spectrum of criminal activity, categorized primarily into violent
crimes and property crimes. Each category encompasses specific offenses that contribute differently to the
overall crime landscape.

Violent Crimes

Violent crimes in Tacoma include offenses that involve force or threat against individuals. The major violent
crimes reported consistently are:

Homicide

Aggravated assault

Robbery

Rape and sexual assault

These crimes pose significant safety concerns for residents and often prompt heightened law enforcement
response. Efforts to reduce violent crime focus on community policing, intervention programs, and improved
emergency response systems.

Property Crimes

Property crimes represent the majority of criminal offenses in Tacoma and generally involve the unlawful
taking or destruction of property. Common property crimes include:

Burglary

Larceny-theft

Motor vehicle theft

Arson

While property crimes typically don’t involve direct harm to persons, their prevalence affects community
perceptions of safety and economic well-being. Preventative measures such as neighborhood watch programs
and improved security installations are often encouraged.

Yearly Crime Trends and Analysis

Analyzing yearly crime trends in Tacoma reveals patterns that help law enforcement and policymakers develop
effective strategies. Trends can indicate whether crime rates are increasing, decreasing, or stabilizing over time
and shed light on the effectiveness of crime reduction initiatives.

Trend Overview Over the Past Five Years

Over the last five years, Tacoma has experienced fluctuations in both violent and property crime rates. Some



years showed a decline in violent crimes due to targeted policing and community programs, while others
reflected increases related to socioeconomic factors or changes in reporting. Property crime rates have
similarly varied, with occasional spikes in motor vehicle theft and burglary. These trends underscore the need
for continuous monitoring and adaptive crime prevention efforts.

Impact of External Factors

External factors such as economic shifts, population growth, and social dynamics influence Tacoma’s crime
rate trends. For example, periods of economic downturn have been correlated with rises in property crimes.
Additionally, changes in local legislation and law enforcement tactics can lead to variations in reported
crime statistics. Understanding these influences is essential for interpreting crime data accurately and
anticipating future challenges.

Crime Comparison: Tacoma, Washington State, and National
Averages

Comparing Tacoma’s crime statistics with state and national averages provides context for evaluating the
city’s safety level. Such comparisons highlight areas where Tacoma performs better or worse relative to
broader benchmarks.

Violent Crime Comparison

Tacoma’s violent crime rate is generally higher than both the Washington state average and the national
average. This elevated rate is particularly evident in aggravated assault and robbery categories.
Understanding how Tacoma compares helps local authorities prioritize resources and tailor interventions to
address specific violent crime challenges.

Property Crime Comparison

In terms of property crime, Tacoma’s rates tend to exceed the state average but may align more closely with
national figures in some categories like larceny-theft. Motor vehicle theft remains a significant issue in Tacoma
compared to other Washington cities. This comparison informs community awareness and guides policy decisions
aimed at reducing property-related offenses.

Factors Influencing Crime Rate Differences

Several factors contribute to the differences observed between Tacoma and other regions:

Urban density and population size

Economic conditions and employment rates

Effectiveness of law enforcement and community programs

Demographic characteristics

Recognizing these factors provides a nuanced understanding of where Tacoma stands in relation to wider crime
trends.



Crime Prevention and Community Safety Initiatives

Efforts to combat crime in Tacoma involve collaboration between law enforcement agencies, local
government, and community organizations. These initiatives aim to reduce crime rates and enhance residents’ sense
of security through prevention, education, and intervention.

Law Enforcement Strategies

The Tacoma Police Department employs various strategies, including community policing, increased patrols in
high-crime areas, and data-driven crime mapping. These approaches facilitate proactive responses to crime and
foster stronger relationships between officers and residents. Specialized units focus on gang activity,
narcotics, and violent crimes to address specific threats effectively.

Community Engagement Programs

Several community-based programs contribute to crime prevention efforts in Tacoma:

Neighborhood Watch groups that encourage residents to report suspicious activity

Youth outreach and mentorship programs designed to deter involvement in criminal activity

Public education campaigns promoting safety and crime awareness

Partnerships with local businesses to improve security measures

These initiatives emphasize collaboration and empower residents to play an active role in maintaining
neighborhood safety.

Technological and Policy Innovations

Tacoma has integrated technology such as surveillance cameras, automated license plate readers, and crime
data analytics to enhance enforcement capabilities. Additionally, policy reforms aimed at addressing root
causes of crime, such as substance abuse treatment and mental health services, are part of a comprehensive
approach to crime reduction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the latest crime statistics for Tacoma, Washington?

As of the latest reports in 2024, Tacoma has seen a slight decrease in violent crimes such as assault and
robbery, while property crimes like burglary remain relatively steady compared to previous years.

How does Tacoma's crime rate compare to the national average?

Tacoma's overall crime rate is higher than the national average, particularly in categories like violent crime
and property crime, but efforts by local law enforcement have contributed to gradual improvements.



Which types of crime are most common in Tacoma, Washington?

The most common crimes in Tacoma include property crimes such as theft and burglary, followed by violent
crimes like aggravated assault and robbery.

Have violent crimes in Tacoma increased or decreased recently?

Violent crimes in Tacoma have generally decreased over the past year, with notable reductions in aggravated
assaults and robberies reported by the Tacoma Police Department.

What neighborhoods in Tacoma have the highest crime rates?

Neighborhoods such as Hilltop, South Tacoma, and parts of the downtown area tend to report higher crime
rates compared to other areas of the city.

What measures is Tacoma taking to reduce crime?

Tacoma is implementing community policing strategies, increasing patrols in high-crime areas, investing in youth
outreach programs, and enhancing surveillance and technology to reduce crime.

Where can I find official Tacoma crime statistics?

Official Tacoma crime statistics can be found on the Tacoma Police Department's website, the City of
Tacoma's official site, and the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) database.

How reliable are the crime statistics reported for Tacoma?

Crime statistics reported by the Tacoma Police Department and other official sources are generally reliable,
but they may be influenced by reporting practices and community participation in reporting crimes.

Has property crime in Tacoma Washington increased recently?

Property crime in Tacoma has remained relatively stable with slight fluctuations, though some reports
indicate a minor increase in vehicle thefts in certain neighborhoods during the past year.

Additional Resources
1. Crime Trends in Tacoma: A Statistical Overview
This book delves into the evolving crime patterns in Tacoma, Washington, using comprehensive data analysis
from the past two decades. Readers will find detailed charts and comparisons that highlight shifts in violent
crime, property crime, and other offenses. The author also explores socioeconomic factors influencing these
trends, providing a data-driven perspective on public safety.

2. Understanding Tacoma’s Crime Rates: Causes and Effects
Focusing on the root causes behind Tacoma's crime statistics, this book examines economic, demographic, and
community variables that impact crime rates. It includes interviews with law enforcement officials and
community leaders to offer a well-rounded understanding of the city’s challenges. The book also discusses the
effectiveness of various crime prevention strategies implemented over the years.

3. Tacoma Crime Report: Annual Analysis and Insights
An annual publication that compiles detailed crime statistics for Tacoma, this report offers readers an up-to-
date look at the city’s public safety landscape. It highlights key changes from year to year and provides expert
commentary on what the numbers signify for residents and policymakers. The report also includes neighborhood-
level data for targeted analysis.



4. Mapping Crime in Tacoma: A Geographic Perspective
This book uses geographic information systems (GIS) to visually represent crime distribution across Tacoma.
By analyzing spatial data, the author reveals hotspots and trends that are not immediately apparent through
traditional statistics. The book is valuable for urban planners, law enforcement, and community activists
seeking to understand crime in relation to Tacoma’s geography.

5. The Impact of Crime on Tacoma’s Communities
Exploring the social and economic consequences of crime, this book discusses how crime rates affect
neighborhoods, businesses, and residents in Tacoma. It incorporates statistical data alongside personal stories
to illustrate the human side of crime statistics. The author also evaluates community responses and resilience
in the face of crime.

6. Tacoma Crime Statistics: Historical Perspectives and Future Projections
Providing a historical overview, this book traces Tacoma’s crime statistics from the mid-20th century to
present day. It identifies long-term trends and uses statistical modeling to forecast future crime rates.
Policymakers and researchers will find its predictive approach useful for planning and resource allocation.

7. Violent Crime in Tacoma: Data and Discussion
Concentrating specifically on violent crime, this book examines detailed statistics related to assaults,
robberies, and homicides in Tacoma. It offers an in-depth analysis of factors contributing to violent offenses
and evaluates the success of intervention programs. The book aims to inform both the public and law
enforcement on critical issues.

8. Property Crime in Tacoma: An Analytical Report
This book focuses on property crimes such as burglary, theft, and vandalism within Tacoma. Using recent
statistics, it identifies patterns and compares Tacoma’s property crime rates to those of similar cities. The
author also discusses preventative measures and community policing efforts aimed at reducing these crimes.

9. Youth Crime in Tacoma: Statistical Insights and Community Solutions
Addressing juvenile crime, this book presents data on offenses committed by young people in Tacoma and
analyzes contributing social factors. It highlights programs and policies designed to reduce youth involvement
in crime and promote positive development. The book serves as a resource for educators, social workers, and
law enforcement professionals.
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ride. Jamal’s pursuit of God was continuously tested by his decisions and life’s trails. All the while,
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Bestseller “Scorching, seductive . . . A superb and disturbing vivisection of our darkest urges.” —Los
Angeles Times “This is about as highbrow as true crime gets.” —Vulture “Fraser has outdone
herself, and just about everyone else in the true-crime genre, with Murderland.” —Esquire From the
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Prairie Fires comes a terrifying true-crime history of serial killers in
the Pacific Northwest and beyond—a gripping investigation of how a new strain of psychopath
emerged out of a toxic landscape of deadly industrial violence Caroline Fraser grew up in the
shadow of Ted Bundy, the most notorious serial murderer of women in American history, surrounded
by his hunting grounds and mountain body dumps, in the brooding landscape of the Pacific
Northwest. But in the 1970s and ’80s, Bundy was just one perpetrator amid an uncanny explosion of
serial rape and murder across the region. Why so many? Why so weirdly and nightmarishly
gruesome? Why the senseless rise and then sudden fall of an epidemic of serial killing? As
Murderland indelibly maps the lives and careers of Bundy and his infamous peers in mayhem—the



Green River Killer, the I-5 Killer, the Night Stalker, the Hillside Strangler, even Charles
Manson—Fraser’s Northwestern death trip begins to uncover a deeper mystery and an overlapping
pattern of environmental destruction. At ground zero in Ted Bundy’s Tacoma stood one of the most
poisonous lead, copper, and arsenic smelters in the world, but it was hardly unique in the West. As
Fraser’s investigation inexorably proceeds, evidence mounts that the plumes of these smelters not
only sickened and blighted millions of lives but also warped young minds, including some who grew
up to become serial killers. A propulsive nonfiction thriller, Murderland transcends true-crime
voyeurism and noir mythology, taking readers on a profound quest into the dark heart of the real
American berserk.
  tacoma washington crime statistics: President's Commission on Model State Drug Laws
United States. President's Commission on Model State Drug Laws, 1993
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1979-2010: Contains data similar to that found in the County and City Databook, but on the state
and MSA (Metropolitan Statistical Areas) levels.
  tacoma washington crime statistics: Marijuana Federalism Jonathan H. Adler, 2020-03-17 On
marijuana, there is no mutual federal-state policy; will this cause federalism to go up in smoke?
More than one-half the 50 states have legalized the use of marijuana at least for medical purposes,
and about a dozen of those states have gone further, legalizing it for recreational use. Either step
would have been almost inconceivable just a couple decades ago. But marijuana remains an illegal
controlled substance under a 1970 federal law, so those who sell or grow it could still face federal
prosecution. How can state and federal laws be in such conflict? And could federal law put the new
state laws in jeopardy at some point? This book, an edited volume with contributions by highly
regarded legal scholars and policy analysts, is the first detailed examination of these and other
questions surrounding a highly unusual conflict between state and federal policies and laws.
Marijuana Federalism surveys the constitutional issues that come into play with this conflict, as well
as the policy questions related to law enforcement at the federal versus state levels. It also describes
specific areas such as banking regulations in which federal law has particularly far-reaching effects.
Readers will gain a greater understanding of federalism in general, including how the division of
authority between the federal and state governments operates in the context of policy and legal
disputes between the two levels. This book also will help inform debates as other states consider
whether to jump on the bandwagon of marijuana legalization.
  tacoma washington crime statistics: State of the Cities -- 1999 ,
  tacoma washington crime statistics: The State of the Cities ,
  tacoma washington crime statistics: The State of the Cities, 1999 , 1999
  tacoma washington crime statistics: Guide to U.S. Government Statistics , 1997 A
directory of U.S. government statistics publications by issuing agency. Entries include GPO stock
number, LC and Dewey classification, OCLC and ISSN numbers, and sometimes a description.
Includes geographic index.
  tacoma washington crime statistics: Criminology For Dummies Steven Briggs, 2021-04-21
Explore the world of crime and punishment Police, forensics, and detective stories dominate our TV
screens and bookshelves—from fictional portrayals such as Silence of the Lambs and Law and Order
to lurid accounts of real-life super-criminals like Pablo Escobar and Al Capone. As well as being
horribly fascinating, knowledge of what makes criminals tick is crucial to governments, who spend
billions of dollars each year trying to keep their people safe. Criminology brings disciplines like
psychology, biology, and economics together to help police and society solve crimes—and to prevent
them before they even happen. The new edition of Criminology For Dummies shines a light into the
dark recesses of the criminal mind and goes behind-the-scenes with society’s response to crime,
putting you right on the mean streets with cops and criminals alike. Along the way, you’ll learn
everything a rookie needs to survive, including basic definitions of what a crime is and how it’s
measured; common criminal motivations, thinking, and traits; elementary crime-solving techniques;



the effects on and rights of victims; and more. Understand types of crime, from white-collar to
organized to terror attacks Follow law-enforcement officials and agencies as they hunt the bad guys
Meet key players in criminal justice and see how and why the guilty are punished Check out jobs in
the field Whether you plan to enter the criminal justice field or just want to know more about what
turns some people to the dark side—and how the thin blue line fights back—this is your perfect
guide to criminology basics.
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