tampa bay buccaneers draft history

tampa bay buccaneers draft history is a rich and evolving narrative that reflects the growth and
strategy of one of the NFL's most dynamic franchises. Since their inception in 1976, the Buccaneers
have used the NFL Draft to build competitive rosters, shape team identity, and secure future success.
This article provides a detailed exploration of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers draft history, highlighting
key drafts, notable selections, and the impact of draft strategies over the decades. From early
struggles to Super Bowl triumphs, the Buccaneers' draft approach reveals much about the franchise’s
priorities and adaptation to the ever-changing landscape of professional football. Key players, draft
trends, and organizational philosophies are examined to present a comprehensive overview. The
Tampa Bay Buccaneers draft history not only chronicles player choices but also offers insight into how
those choices influenced the team's trajectory. The following sections break down this history into
digestible parts for an in-depth understanding.

e Early Years and Foundational Drafts (1976-1989)

e The 1990s: Building Through the Draft

e Turn of the Century and Draft Challenges (2000-2009)
e Resurgence and Strategic Drafting (2010-2019)

e Recent Draft Successes and Super Bowl Impact (2020-Present)

Early Years and Foundational Drafts (1976-1989)

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers' draft history began with the franchise's establishment in 1976. As an
expansion team, the Buccaneers faced the challenge of building a competitive roster from scratch.
Their early drafts reflected a focus on selecting foundational players who could establish the team's
identity. The initial selections aimed to address key positional needs while balancing immediate
impact with long-term development.

Inaugural 1976 Draft and Key Picks

In the 1976 NFL Draft, Tampa Bay held the first overall pick and selected defensive tackle Lee Roy
Selmon from the University of Oklahoma. Selmon would become the franchise’s first Hall of Famer
and a cornerstone player. This pick set the tone for the Buccaneers’ draft philosophy of targeting
high-impact defensive players early. Other notable early picks included wide receiver Morris Owens
and quarterback Steve Spurrier, reflecting an effort to build a balanced roster.

Draft Trends and Team Building

Throughout the late 1970s and 1980s, the Buccaneers prioritized bolstering their defense and



offensive line through the draft. The team invested heavily in defensive backs and linebackers, which
contributed to their defensive strength in the late 1970s, culminating in the team’s first playoff
appearance in 1979. However, inconsistent quarterback selections and offensive skill position picks
hindered sustained success, illustrating the challenges of expansion teams in the draft.

e Focus on defensive front seven players
e Attempts to find franchise quarterback through draft

e Emphasis on physicality and toughness in selections

The 1990s: Building Through the Draft

The 1990s marked a period of rebuilding and searching for identity in the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
draft history. With new management and coaching staff, the franchise began to seek players who
could contribute immediately while also fitting into a long-term vision. The decade saw increased
attention to drafting versatile players and addressing offensive deficiencies.

Notable Draft Classes and Players

The 1990 NFL Draft featured the selection of linebacker Broderick Thomas in the first round, a player
who became a defensive leader. Later in the decade, the Buccaneers drafted running back Errict
Rhett and quarterback Trent Dilfer, both of whom played significant roles in the team’s early 2000s
resurgence. The 1995 draft brought in John Lynch, a safety who would become a key figure in the
franchise’s defensive identity.

Draft Strategy and Impact

During the 1990s, the Buccaneers draft strategy shifted toward building a strong defense and reliable
offensive core. The emphasis on drafting players with leadership qualities and high football IQ began
to pay dividends. The team’s scouting and evaluation processes improved, leading to more precise
selections. These developments laid the groundwork for the Buccaneers’ defensive dominance in the
early 2000s.

¢ Increased focus on defensive backs and linebackers
¢ Developing offensive skill positions through mid-round picks

e Building a leadership nucleus via draft selections



Turn of the Century and Draft Challenges (2000-2009)

The first decade of the 21st century presented both opportunities and challenges for the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers draft history. The team experienced a championship peak with their Super Bowl XXXVII
victory in 2002, a success partially fueled by strong draft performances in preceding years. However,
inconsistency in later drafts and changing front office personnel led to several underwhelming draft
classes.

Super Bowl Era Draft Highlights

The early 2000s drafts were crucial in assembling the Buccaneers’ Super Bowl-winning roster.
Landmark picks such as linebacker Derrick Brooks (1995), defensive end Simeon Rice (1996), and
safety John Lynch (1993) were complemented by complementary draft choices like Ronde Barber and
Mike Alstott. These selections formed the backbone of one of the league’s best defenses and a
powerful offensive unit.

Post-Championship Draft Struggles

Following the Super Bowl triumph, the Buccaneers faced challenges in maintaining draft success.
Inconsistent quarterback selections, including failed attempts to find a franchise signal-caller, and
missed opportunities in early rounds led to roster instability. Additionally, coaching changes impacted
draft strategy and player development. Despite these hurdles, occasional strong picks kept the team
competitive at times.

» Drafting defensive stalwarts in late 1990s and early 2000s
e Difficulty in finding a long-term quarterback solution via draft

e Impact of coaching and management changes on draft consistency

Resurgence and Strategic Drafting (2010-2019)

The 2010s witnessed a strategic shift in the Tampa Bay Buccaneers draft history, as the franchise
sought to rebuild through the draft with a focus on high-upside players and positional versatility. This
period saw the emergence of foundational talents and a renewed emphasis on drafting impact players
who could contribute immediately and grow with the team.

Key Draft Picks and Franchise Players

Notable draft selections during this decade included linebacker Lavonte David (2012), wide receiver
Mike Evans (2014), and quarterback Jameis Winston (2015). These players became essential to the
Buccaneers’ core and helped transition the team back into playoff contention. The Buccaneers also
invested in the offensive line and defensive front through mid-round picks, supporting overall team



balance.

Draft Philosophy and Implementation

The Buccaneers adopted a more analytics-driven and scouting-intensive approach in the 2010s,
emphasizing versatility and athleticism. This approach resulted in a more dynamic roster capable of
adapting to various offensive and defensive schemes. The team also demonstrated patience in
developing quarterbacks and skill players, leveraging the draft to build a sustainable foundation.

e Prioritizing versatile defensive players and playmakers
e Targeting offensive weapons to complement emerging quarterbacks

e Utilizing mid and late-round picks for depth and special teams

Recent Draft Successes and Super Bowl Impact (2020-
Present)

In recent years, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers draft history has been characterized by strategic
selections that have contributed directly to the team’s sustained success, including their Super Bowl
LV victory in 2021. The franchise’s draft approach has balanced immediate impact players with
developmental prospects, reflecting a mature and adaptable front office philosophy.

Impactful Recent Draft Picks

The Buccaneers’ 2020 and 2021 drafts included key players such as Tristan Wirfs, who became a
cornerstone offensive tackle, and Antoine Winfield Jr., a dynamic safety. These selections helped
solidify both the offensive line and secondary, which were pivotal in the team’s championship run.
Additionally, the team’s ability to draft role players and special teams contributors continued to
enhance roster depth.

Draft Strategy and Future Outlook

The Buccaneers continue to emphasize drafting players who fit specific scheme needs and culture.
Their recent draft history shows increased collaboration between scouting, coaching, and analytics
departments to maximize draft value. This holistic approach is expected to ensure the franchise
remains competitive in the coming years by replenishing talent and addressing evolving team needs.

e Focusing on high-character, scheme-fit players

e Balancing immediate contributors with developmental prospects



e Leveraging draft capital through trades and strategic selections

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Tampa Bay Buccaneers' first-ever draft pick?

The Tampa Bay Buccaneers' first-ever draft pick was Lee Roy Selmon, selected first overall in the
1976 NFL Draft.

Which Tampa Bay Buccaneers draft pick is considered one of
the best defensive players in NFL history?

Lee Roy Selmon, drafted by the Buccaneers in 1976, is considered one of the best defensive players
in NFL history and was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

How has the Tampa Bay Buccaneers' draft strategy evolved in
recent years?

In recent years, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers have focused on drafting versatile players who can
contribute immediately, emphasizing skill positions and defensive playmakers to build a more
dynamic roster.

Which Tampa Bay Buccaneers draft pick won the Offensive
Rookie of the Year award?

Mike Evans, drafted by the Buccaneers in the first round of the 2014 NFL Draft, has had an immediate
impact but did not win Offensive Rookie of the Year; however, the Buccaneers have had other rookies
recognized for strong performances.

Have the Tampa Bay Buccaneers ever traded their first-round
pick in the NFL Draft?

Yes, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers have traded their first-round picks multiple times throughout their
history to move up or acquire established players.

Which Tampa Bay Buccaneers draft class is considered the
most successful in franchise history?

The 1976 draft class, which included Lee Roy Selmon, and the 2014 draft class, which included Mike
Evans, are often considered among the most successful in Tampa Bay Buccaneers history.



Additional Resources

1. Red and Pewter: The Tampa Bay Buccaneers Draft Chronicles

This book provides an in-depth look into the Tampa Bay Buccaneers' draft history, highlighting key
selections that shaped the franchise. It covers the strategic decisions made by the front office and
evaluates the impact of first-round picks over the decades. Fans will appreciate the detailed analysis
of draft successes and busts.

2. Building the Bay: Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Draft Strategy Unveiled

Explore the Buccaneers' evolving draft strategies and how they have adapted to changing team
needs and league trends. The book delves into the scouting processes, draft day trades, and the
evaluation of collegiate talent that influenced Tampa Bay’s roster construction. It offers insights from
former coaches and scouts involved in the draft.

3. Piercing the Shield: Key Buccaneers Draft Picks That Changed the Franchise

Focusing on the most impactful players selected by the Buccaneers, this book narrates the stories of
draft picks who became franchise cornerstones. From defensive stalwarts to offensive stars, it
highlights how these players contributed to Tampa Bay’s successes, including their Super Bowl
triumphs.

4. The Buccaneers Draft Bible: A Comprehensive History

This comprehensive volume lists every Buccaneers draft pick, providing statistics, background
information, and scouting reports. It serves as an essential reference for fans and historians
interested in the franchise’s player acquisition history. The book also discusses the broader context of
each draft class.

5. Draft Day Drama: Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Most Memorable Picks and Trades

Relive the most dramatic moments in Buccaneers draft history, from surprise selections to bold trades
that altered the team's trajectory. This book captures the excitement and tension of draft days,
offering behind-the-scenes anecdotes and expert commentary.

6. From College to Pewter: The Journey of Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Draft Picks

This narrative-driven book follows the careers of Buccaneers draft picks from their college days
through their professional development in Tampa Bay. It explores the challenges and triumphs faced
by players adapting to the NFL and how the Buccaneers helped shape their careers.

7. The Buccaneers Draft Legacy: Trends, Triumphs, and Trials

Analyzing decades of draft data, this book identifies patterns and trends in the Buccaneers’
selections. It discusses both successful and unsuccessful picks, offering lessons learned and how
these shaped the team’s philosophy. The book provides a balanced view of the franchise’s draft
legacy.

8. Scouting the Bay: Inside Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Draft Room

Gain exclusive insights into the Buccaneers’ scouting and draft room operations with interviews from
key personnel. This book reveals the evaluation criteria, decision-making processes, and the pressure
of selecting players that fit the team’s vision. It's a must-read for those interested in the business side
of the NFL draft.

9. Rising from the Draft: Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Road to Glory
This inspirational book chronicles how the Buccaneers used the draft to build a championship team.
Highlighting pivotal draft classes and breakthrough players, it connects the dots between draft



success and on-field achievements, including Tampa Bay'’s rise to becoming Super Bowl champions.
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tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Tampa Bay Buccaneers Fun Facts Trivia Ape,
2023-09-06 Discover the ultimate fan experience with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers Fun Facts book -
an exciting journey through the rich history and legendary moments of this iconic NFL team. Packed
with over 1000 detailed fun facts, this family-friendly book is designed to challenge and entertain
fans of all ages while deepening their knowledge of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Immerse yourself in
the heart-pounding action, unforgettable plays, and standout players that have defined their legacy.
From thrilling rivalries and historic divisional matchups to legendary offensive star players and
iconic stadium facts, each question provides a captivating glimpse into the team's remarkable
journey. Unearth captivating insights into the team origins, relive iconic victories, and celebrate the
achievements of Hall of Fame players who have graced the field for this epic franchise. With a
careful balance of challenging facts and accessible content, readers will learn fascinating facts,
engage in spirited discussions, and proudly display their Tampa Bay Buccaneers expertise. Whether
you're a lifelong fan looking to increase your knowledge or a newcomer eager to learn about their
storied past, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers Fun Facts book is your go-to source for immersive
entertainment.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: NFL Draft,

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started
Somethin' R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has it
all? R. D. Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of
American Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: The Redskins Encyclopedia Michael Richman,
2009-08-21 Hail to the Redskins and Redskin-mania have consumed the nation's capital since 1937,
the Redskins' fist year in Washington. And the fervor remains as strong, if not stronger, today.
Amply illustrated with 200 photos of players, coaches, and fans, The Redskins Encyclopedia recounts
the franchise's first 75 seasons, reliving the great -- and not so great -- moments in the team's storied
history, and the men who helped make Sundays memorable. Fans will read about: --Coaches like
George Allen, the eccentric, passionate man who left a legacy as an NFL pioneer, and Joe Gibbs, who
formed a D-Y-N-A-S-T-Y --Players like star running back and all-time Redskins ground-gainer John
Riggins, who once told Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor to loosen up, Sandy baby, and
Doug Williams, the first black quarterback to win a Super Bowl and Super Bowl MVP honors --The
franchise's golden run of four Super Bowl appearances -- and three wins -- in the 1980s and early
1990s --The legendary Redskins-Cowboys rivalry --A year-by-year history of the team from 1932 to
the present, with stats from each season --Individual profiles of more than 100 Redskins players --
from Sammy Baugh to Darrell Green to Art Monk to Sonny Jurgensen to Charley Taylor to Joe
Theismann With an unparalleled collection of anecdotes, quotes, trivia, and hard-to-find information,
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The Redskins Encyclopedia is a must-have book for any fan who has ever bled burgundy and gold.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Tampa Bay Buccaneers Luke Hanlon, 2025-08-01 This
title introduces football fans to the history of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers franchise. The book
features exciting photos, informative sidebars, a timeline, a map of NFL teams, a glossary, and an
index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Abdo & Daughters is
an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Tampa Bay Buccaneers Robert Cooper, 2019-08-01 This
title examines the history of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, telling the story of the franchise and its top
players, greatest games, and most thrilling moments. This book includes informative sidebars,
high-energy photos, a timeline, a team file, and a glossary. SportsZone is an imprint of Abdo
Publishing Company.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: The Big Book of College Football Trivia David
Halprin, 2025-06-17 Are you a college football superfan? Prove it! With more than a century of
football history to pull from, this trivia compilation will put your college football memory to the test.
Use the trivia in this book to build your knowledge; test what you already know about college teams,
coaches, and traditions; then challenge others to see who is the bigger fan of this Saturday sports
tradition. What sets this football book apart: 700 questions—From the sport's earliest days to its
most memorable games throughout the years, there's a fun quiz question for all of college football's
unforgettable moments. A full roster—Explore players, coaches, conferences, bowl games, and
national championships with an organized format that lets you get right to the info you're looking
for. Extra credit—Each chapter includes a cool end section with even more insider knowledge about
college football, like an explanation of the Heisman curse and a quick history of the NFL draft. Get
ready to put your college football knowledge in play!

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: The 50 Greatest Players in Buffalo Bills History
Robert W. Cohen, 2023-09-08 The 50 Greatest Players in Buffalo Bills History examines the careers
of the 50 men who have made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League’s most
iconic franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the fortunes of the
team, the extent to which they added to the Buffalo Bills legacy, and the levels of statistical
compilation and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Buffalo Bills uniform, this book
ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from opposing players and former
teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each player’s greatest season, most
memorable performances, and most notable achievements.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Tampa Bay Buccaneers Jim Flynn, 2013-08-01 Get
your football fanatic readers into the action. Inside the NFL uses chronological narratives to tell the
beginnings of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, relate the greatest and lowest moments of the team,
introduce the best players and coaches, and share other fun facts that help round out Buccaneers'
history. Mini-biographies, sidebars, fun facts, fantastic quotes, and full-color, action-packed
photographs will bring the NFL to your library.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Tampa Bay Buccaneers, The Mark Stewart,
2012-07-01 A trip to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers stadium is like two trips in one - a trip to a football
stadium and a trip to a pirate ship. With a replica pirate ship weighing 43 tons, a trip to a Bucs game
is sure to be an adventure. “The Tampa Bay Buccaneers” by Mark Stewart offers young fans a look
into one of the greatest defensive teams in the NFL while including fun facts, team spotlights such
as Derrick Brooks and Ronde Barber, and pictures of Buccaneers memorabilia. Have a young fan
who likes to argue sports? Don’t miss the “Great Debates” section where readers get insight into
some of the greatest debates surrounding the Buccaneers and professional football!

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: 100 Things Bears Fans Should Know & Do Before They
Die Kent McDill, 2020-09-01 Revealing the most critical moments and important facts about past
and present players, coaches, and teams that are part of the storied history that is Bears football,
this book has pep talks, records, and Bears lore scattered throughout the pages. The Bears' longtime
rivalry with the Green Bay Packers, little-known facts about many of the Bears' record 27 Hall of




Famers, and profiles of Bears personalities such as Ditka, Payton, Urlacher, Cutler, Trubisky, and
Mack are all included. Die-hard fans who know all the words to the Super Bowl Shuffle and new
supporters alike will find everything they should know, see, and do in their lifetime.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Chicago Bears History Roy Taylor, 2004 Presents a
history of the Chicago Bears, from the team's inception to the present day.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: San Francisco 49ers Matt Maiocco, 2013-09-17 DIVThe
San Francisco 49ers are coming off their sixth Super Bowl appearance and are once again
energizing football fans throughout the Bay Area. In San Francisco 49ers: The Complete [llustrated
History, author and longtime sports reporter Matt Maiocco explores the full history of this iconic
franchise, in the All-America Football Conference as Californiaa€™ s first major league pro sports
team up through the latest Super Bowl glory.Accompanied by tons of photos, Maiocco offers details
and insight into the teams, players, and games that have defined the Niners legacy over nearly seven
decades. In addition to recounting well-known themes and storylinesa€”the dynasty under Bill Walsh
and Joe Montana, rivalries with the Dallas Cowboys and other teams, profiles of star players,
analysis of pivotal gamesa€”this book presents lesser-known stories and season recaps to provide
fans of the Red and Gold with a deeper understanding of their favorite team./divDIV/divDIVPacked
with illustrations, this visually vibrant book offers vintage imagery, high-quality action photos, and a
wide range of ephemera and memorabilia from throughout the decades, including program covers,
pennants,ticket stubs, cards, and much more. With an unmatched depth of information and wealth of
visual material, San Francisco 49ers: The Complete Illustrated History is the ultimate fan souvenir
and reference book for the Golden Gate Citya€™ s beloved football dynasty./divDIV/div

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: 50 Greatest Players in San Francisco 49ers History
Robert W. Cohen, 2021-08-20 The San Francisco 49ers have one of the best records in NFL history,
with 20 division championships, seven conference titles, and five Super Bowl championships. On a
team with outstanding talent each year, who among its past and present players could be ranked as
the 50 greatest? Who would occupy the coveted #1 spot? Jerry Rice? Ronnie Lott? Joe Montana?
Steve Young? Robert Cohen has his own take on the matter and, in a book that is bound to inspire
conversation if not controversy, ranks who he believes are the greatest players from 1 to 50, with 25
honorable mentions.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Notes from a 12 Man Mark Tye Turner, 2010-06-01
The perfect gift for the Twelfth Man in any household, here is a fun and funny fan's history of the
Seattle Seahawks. Since the franchise's beginnings more than 30 years ago, there's no doubt who
has been the greatest member of the Seattle Seahawks. After all, who was there at the opening of
the Kingdome only to watch that fabled stadium, years later, turn to dust? Who endured the
embarrassment of The Boz? And who was there during Super Bowl XL to witness the team lose to
the game officials? Oh yeah, that's right. We, the twelfth man, were there. Living up to our
reputation as some of the loudest, most supportive fans in the NFL. Notes from a 12 Man isn't just
the teams' history, it's our history. Author Mark Tye Turner, a television writer who's been a twelfth
man since Day One, tells it like it is and in obsessive detail. This book will make you laugh, wince,
cheer, and learn everything you ever need to know about the team--and then some.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: On Wisconsin! Don Kopriva, Jim Mott, 2000-08 These
unique and easy-to-read vignettes about Badger lore include the football exploits of Pat O'Dea and
Alan The Horse Ameche; the basketball heroics of Wisconsin's 1941 national championship team;
and the thrills generated by Badger greats Suzy Favor, Pat Richter, Michael Finley, Mark Johnson,
Scott Lamphear, and many more. Includes a complete listing of Wisconsin s nearly 10,000 letter
winners and a detailed history of coaches and administrators behind the scenes.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: 100 Things Bills Fans Should Know & Do Before
They Die Jeffrey J. Miller, Marv Levy, 2021-09-07 This essential guide for Bills fans is fully up to
date for 2021! ?Featuring traditions, records, and lore, this his lively, detailed book explores the
personalities, events, and facts every Buffalo Bills fan should know. Whether you were there for each
of the franchise's four consecutive Super Bowl appearances or are just diving in, these are the 100



things every fan needs to know and do in their lifetime. Longtime scribe Jeff Miller has collected
every essential piece of Bills knowledge, as well as must-do activities, and ranks them all from 1 to
100.Covering important dates, behind-the-scenes tales, memorable moments, and outstanding
achievements by the likes of Jim Kelly, Andre Reed, Thurman Thomas, Bruce Smith, and Josh Allen,
this is the ultimate resource guide for all Bills faithful. 100 Things...Fans Should Know & Do
Before They Die collects rare, insider knowledge about your professional and college sports teams.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: The 50 Greatest Players in Philadelphia Eagles History
Robert W. Cohen, 2019-08-26 The 50 Greatest Players in Philadelphia Eagles History examines the
careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the NFL's most iconic and successful
franchises. The author ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from opposing
players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each player's
greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Tailgater's Guide to SEC Football Chris Warner,
2000-08-09 The definitive guide to the nation's toughest football conference; the Bible of SEC
Football, the fascinating history of the nation's toughest football conference told by one of the best
storytellers In the business, Dr. Chris Warner. Tailgater’s Guide to SEC Football Volume V - The
definitive guide to the history and traditions of the 14 schools of the Southeastern Conference
(2020). Contains profiles of great players and coaches, school histories, recipes, famous alumni,
where to shop and golf, etc. The Bible of SEC Football. $15.95 Paperback, 320 pages. Synopsis:
“Dan Jenkins, author and sportswriter, simply summed up the popularity of the game of football in
the South with the following statement: “To Southerners, football is as essential as air conditioning.”
The irreplaceable “Voice of the Volunteers” on radio during the 1950’s, George Mooney, once stated,
“...No matter where I was broadcasting from, I found the fans in the South to be knowledgeable,
fair—and yes, loud and frenzied. They are very proud of their rich football heritage. And they are
very proud of their schools, their teams—and the deep pride that goes with being from the South.”
Late legendary college football commenter Keith Jackson, in describing the SEC Football experience,
once aptly stated that” ...there are few instances of alleged entertainment and relaxation that can
match a college football game in stirring the deepest flames of partisanship and outright
provincialism. And down South you can color that partisanship passionate!” Southeastern
Conference Football is the paragon of the college athletic experience. During its storied, 87-year
existence, the SEC has evolved into the most impressive league of organized, intercollegiate gridiron
competition in the history of the United States. No other Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) conference
can boast of the many accolades and attendance records that the SEC currently holds. Furthermore,
the Southeastern Conference has produced more All-American football players than any other
conference. This book is dedicated to all the Southern people who live for Saturdays in the fall, for
those individuals who plan their business and personal engagements around their favorite team’s
football schedule; for those who always experience a rise in their body temperature when they enter
the stadium; for those who shed a tear during the singing of their alma mater; and especially, for
those who know all the words to their school’s fight song. It is for the people who wake up early on
Sunday morning after a win so they can read each and every one of the sports columns about the
game they witnessed the day before. It is for all those who enjoy good company and good food in the
parking lot before the game, as much, and if not more, than the food and company at a fancy
restaurant. These things that we hold dear - all true SEC fans know and love, and look forward to
each autumn. It’s that time of year when the heated summer temperatures begin to fade and yield to
colder days, when the leaves begin to change color, and when the youthful partisan spirit within us
all crackles like the kindling of a well-planned winter fire.

tampa bay buccaneers draft history: Dallas Cowboys in the Hall of Fame David Thomas,
2016-05-12 Troy Aikman. Emmitt Smith. Michael Irvin. Tom Landry. The names are easily
recognizable as Dallas Cowboys, and their legacies are on display in one location: the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. Twenty-two members of the Hall of Fame were a part of the Dallas
franchise; only eight NFL teams can boast more, and seven of those teams have been in existence



much longer than the Cowboys. In Dallas Cowboys in the Hall of Fame: Their Remarkable Journeys
to Canton, David Thomas shares the stories of these incredible players and the ups and downs they
all experienced on their way to pro football’s most exclusive club. Each player’s life story is told in
such a way to reveal what led him to become a hall of famer, including childhood memories,
influential coaches, the teammates who brought the best out in them, and more. Cowboy fans will
discover such details as the fact that Troy Aikman was the largest player on his high school football
team—bigger even than the linemen—and that it was Michael Irvin’s fancy last-minute talking with
the Green Bay Packers on draft day that got him to Dallas and away from a cold-weather team. In
addition, each entry includes career statistics, a player bio, and his top five Cowboy moments,
describing his greatest games and on-field accomplishments. Cowboy fans have become accustomed
to watching high-caliber players on the field every season, and Dallas Cowboys in the Hall of Fame
brings them the inside information on their favorite stars of the past. All football fans will enjoy the
chance learn more about the iconic players profiled in this book—legends who have helped shape
the Dallas franchise and the NFL.
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