
tallest point guard in nba history
tallest point guard in nba history is a compelling topic that highlights an
intriguing aspect of basketball's evolving player profiles. Traditionally,
point guards are known for their speed, agility, and ball-handling skills
rather than their height. However, the NBA has witnessed exceptional players
who defy these conventions by combining size with playmaking abilities. This
article explores the tallest point guard in NBA history, examining their
physical attributes, playing style, and impact on the game. Additionally, it
delves into the advantages and challenges that come with exceptional height
at the point guard position. Finally, it offers insights into notable tall
point guards and how the role of the point guard continues to evolve in
modern basketball.
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Identifying the Tallest Point Guard in NBA
History
The tallest point guard in NBA history stands out not only for their height
but also for their exceptional skills in directing the game. Unlike the
typical point guard who ranges between 6 feet to 6 feet 3 inches, the tallest
players at this position have exceeded these averages significantly. The
record for the tallest point guard is often attributed to players who measure
around 6 feet 6 inches or taller, demonstrating how height can be an asset in
a position traditionally occupied by shorter players.

Who Holds the Record?
One of the tallest point guards in NBA history is Magic Johnson, who stood at
6 feet 9 inches. Johnson revolutionized the point guard role with his
towering presence combined with elite passing and court vision. His height
allowed him to see over defenders and make plays that shorter point guards
could not, fundamentally changing how the position was perceived.



Height Measurements and Position Verification
NBA players’ listed heights can sometimes vary due to official measurements
before the season or self-reported data. However, Magic Johnson’s height of 6
feet 9 inches is widely accepted and verified through multiple sources. Other
tall players have occasionally filled the point guard role, but none have
matched or surpassed this height while primarily playing as point guards
during their careers.

Physical Advantages and Challenges of Tall
Point Guards
Tall point guards bring a unique blend of advantages and challenges to the
basketball court. Their height provides a distinct edge in both offensive and
defensive scenarios, but it also requires adaptation to fulfill the
traditional responsibilities of the position.

Advantages of Height at the Point Guard Position

Improved Court Vision: Taller players have a better vantage point to see
passing lanes and anticipate defenders’ movements.

Defensive Versatility: Height enables point guards to guard multiple
positions, contest shots effectively, and contribute to rim protection.

Rebounding Ability: Taller point guards can contribute more
significantly on the boards, providing an extra asset for their teams.

Mismatch Creation: Offensively, tall point guards can exploit smaller
defenders by shooting over them or using their size to drive into the
paint.

Challenges Faced by Tall Point Guards

Agility and Speed: Larger players may face difficulties matching the
quickness and lateral movement of smaller, traditional point guards.

Ball Handling: Maintaining elite dribbling skills and control can be
more challenging for taller players due to longer limbs.

Role Adaptation: Tall point guards must balance between playmaking and
utilizing their size effectively without sacrificing speed and decision-
making.



Notable Tall Point Guards in NBA History
Beyond Magic Johnson, several other players have contributed to redefining
the point guard role with their height and skill sets. These players
illustrate the diversity and adaptability of the position over time.

Magic Johnson
Standing at 6 feet 9 inches, Magic Johnson is the quintessential example of a
tall point guard who dominated the NBA during the 1980s. His unique
combination of size, vision, and passing ability allowed him to win five NBA
championships and earn three MVP awards. Johnson’s style of play paved the
way for taller players to assume point guard responsibilities.

Ben Simmons
At 6 feet 10 inches, Ben Simmons is one of the modern NBA’s tallest point
guards. Known for his exceptional court vision and defensive prowess, Simmons
has used his height to guard multiple positions and create mismatches
offensively. Although primarily a point guard, Simmons’ versatility has made
him a valuable asset in today’s positionless basketball environment.

Other Tall Point Guards

Mark Jackson – Standing 6 feet 3 inches, Jackson was known for his
leadership and playmaking.

Shaun Livingston – At 6 feet 7 inches, Livingston’s height helped him
stretch the defense and facilitate offense.

Jalen Suggs – Listed at 6 feet 4 inches, Suggs represents the new
generation of point guards blending size and skill.

The Evolution of the Point Guard Role
The role of the point guard has evolved significantly since the inception of
the NBA. Initially, point guards were typically the smallest players on the
team, responsible primarily for ball distribution and managing the offense.
Over the decades, the position has expanded to include scoring, defensive
responsibilities, and leadership, often requiring players with diverse
physical profiles.



From Traditional to Modern Point Guards
Traditional point guards focused on dribbling, passing, and setting up
teammates. The modern game, however, demands versatility, with tall point
guards able to contribute across multiple facets of the game. This evolution
has allowed taller players to excel at the position, challenging preconceived
notions about the ideal height and build for point guards.

Influence of Positionless Basketball
Positionless basketball has further accelerated the trend of taller point
guards. With players expected to handle multiple roles on the court, height
combined with skill has become an asset rather than a limitation. This shift
enables teams to leverage the unique abilities of tall point guards to create
matchup advantages.

Impact of Height on Point Guard Performance
Height influences point guard performance in various ways, affecting
offensive strategies, defensive capabilities, and overall team dynamics.
Understanding these impacts helps explain why taller point guards can be
game-changers in the NBA.

Offensive Impact
Tall point guards can see over defenders, making passes that shorter players
might miss. Their ability to score inside and shoot from outside creates
diverse offensive threats. Height also allows them to absorb contact when
driving to the basket, increasing scoring efficiency.

Defensive Impact
Defensively, taller point guards can disrupt passing lanes, contest shots,
and switch effectively onto bigger opponents. Their reach and size contribute
to defensive versatility, often making them key contributors in team
defensive schemes.

Team Dynamics and Leadership
The presence of a tall point guard can influence team dynamics by offering a
unique blend of leadership, playmaking, and physicality. Coaches often design
plays to exploit their height advantage, while teammates benefit from the
additional rebounding and defensive support.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the tallest point guard in NBA history?
Ben Simmons, standing at 6 feet 10 inches, is considered the tallest point
guard in NBA history.

How tall is Ben Simmons, the tallest point guard in
NBA history?
Ben Simmons is 6 feet 10 inches (208 cm) tall.

Are there any other NBA players close in height to
Ben Simmons playing point guard?
Yes, players like Magic Johnson (6 feet 9 inches) and Shaun Livingston (6
feet 7 inches) were also tall point guards, but none as tall as Ben Simmons.

How does Ben Simmons’ height affect his playing
style as a point guard?
Ben Simmons' height gives him an advantage in vision, defense, and
versatility, allowing him to see over defenders and guard multiple positions.

Has Ben Simmons’ height influenced the trend of
taller point guards in the NBA?
Yes, Simmons has contributed to a trend where taller, more versatile players
are being utilized as point guards.

Who was the tallest point guard before Ben Simmons
in NBA history?
Before Simmons, Magic Johnson, at 6 feet 9 inches, was one of the tallest
point guards in NBA history.

Is height a significant advantage for a point guard
in the NBA?
Height can be an advantage for a point guard in terms of court vision,
defense, and rebounding, but skills and agility also play crucial roles.

Are there any disadvantages for very tall point



guards in the NBA?
Taller point guards may face challenges with speed, ball handling, and lower
center of gravity compared to shorter guards.

Has the role of the point guard changed with the
introduction of taller players like Ben Simmons?
Yes, the role has evolved to include more versatility, with taller point
guards contributing as playmakers, defenders, and scorers.

Additional Resources
1. Towering Playmakers: The Tallest Point Guards in NBA History
This book explores the unique careers of the tallest point guards to ever
play in the NBA. It delves into how their height influenced their playing
style, advantages on the court, and the challenges they faced. Featuring
detailed profiles and game analyses, it celebrates these exceptional athletes
who redefined the point guard position.

2. Above the Rim: The Journey of NBA’s Tallest Point Guards
A compelling narrative that follows the personal and professional journeys of
some of the tallest point guards in NBA history. Readers gain insight into
their upbringing, training regimens, and breakthrough moments that led them
to success. The book also examines how their height changed the dynamics of
the game.

3. Height and Hustle: Tall Point Guards Changing the NBA
This book highlights the evolution of the point guard role with a focus on
players who broke the mold by being unusually tall. It discusses tactical
shifts and how these players leveraged their size for defense and playmaking.
Featuring interviews and expert commentary, it provides an in-depth look at
their impact on basketball.

4. The Sky’s the Limit: Stories of NBA’s Tallest Point Guards
A collection of inspiring stories about the tallest point guards who made a
mark in the NBA. The book shares anecdotes about their perseverance,
leadership, and game-changing performances. It also explores how their height
both helped and challenged them throughout their careers.

5. Bigger Than the Position: Tall Point Guards in NBA History
This title examines the historical context and significance of tall point
guards in the NBA. It analyzes statistical data, playing styles, and how
these players influenced team dynamics. The book provides a comprehensive
overview of the tallest athletes who redefined the expectations of their
role.

6. Giants at the Helm: The Tallest Point Guards Leading NBA Teams
Focusing on leadership, this book profiles tall point guards who captained



their teams with remarkable skill and presence. It highlights their strategic
thinking, court vision, and how their height contributed to their leadership
abilities. The narrative includes game highlights and leadership lessons.

7. Stretching the Floor: How Tall Point Guards Innovated the NBA
This book explores the innovative ways tall point guards have changed
offensive and defensive strategies in basketball. It discusses their shooting
range, passing skills, and defensive versatility. The book also covers how
their presence stretched traditional team formations and tactics.

8. From Underdogs to Overlords: Tall Point Guards’ Rise in the NBA
A motivational book chronicling the rise of tall point guards who were
initially underestimated due to their unconventional height for the position.
It details their struggles, breakthroughs, and eventual dominance on the
court. The stories serve as inspiration for aspiring athletes who defy norms.

9. Heightened Vision: The Tallest Point Guards and Their Court Mastery
Examining the unique perspective tall point guards have on the game, this
book delves into their court vision and decision-making skills. It highlights
how their height enhances their ability to read defenses and orchestrate
plays. The book combines technical analysis with player interviews to provide
a rich understanding of their mastery.
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  tallest point guard in nba history: Pro Basketball's All-Time All-Stars Robert W. Cohen,
2013-03-14 The history of the NBA has been filled with superstars, names known to fans and
non-fans alike. But while comparisons between athletes who competed against each other
face-to-face is a common occurrence in the sports world, it is not quite as easy to compare players
from different eras. How would Wilt Chamberlain stack up against Shaquille O'Neal? What about
LeBron James and Larry Bird, or Magic Johnson and Oscar Robertson? In Pro Basketball’s All-Time
All-Stars: Across the Eras, Robert Cohen not only examines the best players from each era, but also
ranks the five greatest players at each position in the history of the pro game. Dividing the history of
professional basketball into five distinct eras, this book first describes the style of play that prevailed
during each period. From the slow-paced, rough-and-tumble style of play that characterized the NBA
during its formative years, to the up-tempo, high-flying style that currently prevails, Pro Basketball’s
All-Time All-Stars gives an in-depth view of how the game has evolved. For each of the five eras,
Cohen has selected the best players to man the five positions on the court, providing career bios for
each. To determine the best of the best, Cohen considers the level of dominance each player reached
during his time in the league, his individual statistics, the degree to which he impacted the fortunes
of his team, and the extent to which he improved his teammates’ level of play. Individual honors and
quotes from teammates and opponents alike are used to support the rankings. Covering NBA greats
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such as Bob Pettit, Bill Russell, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Michael Jordan, and Kobe Bryant, this book
will appeal to basketball fans of all generations, and to any NBA fan interested in the history of the
game.
  tallest point guard in nba history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Sports History & Trivia Mike
McGovern, 2001-09-01 For the sports fan, this guide offers fascinating facts and tidbits on baseball,
football, basketball, hockey, the Olympic Games, tennis, figure skating, soccer, and more. It contains
special sections on women's sports, young people's sports, and the Special Olympics, and includes
listings of winners of the World Series, the Super Bowl, the Stanley Cup, and other major
competetions.
  tallest point guard in nba history: The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History Robert
W. Cohen, 2012-11-15 Who comprised the most productive pairs in the history of professional team
sports? Joe Montana and Jerry Rice of the San Francisco 49ers? Michael Jordan and Scottie Pippen
of the Chicago Bulls? What about the prolific hockey tandem of Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier?
And that all-time great New York Yankees twosome of Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig certainly can't be
excluded. Using various selection criteria—including longevity, level of statistical compilation,
impact on one’s team, and overall place in history—The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History
attempts to ascertain which twosome truly established itself as the most dominant tandem in the
history of the four major professional team sports: baseball, basketball, football, and hockey.
Arranged and ranked by sport, this work takes an in-depth look at the careers of these men,
including statistics, quotes from opposing players and former teammates, and career highlights.
Finally, all 50 duos are placed in an overall ranking. Covering every decade since the 1890s, this
book will find widespread appeal among sports fans of all generations. And with photographs of
many of the tandems, The 50 Most Dynamic Duos in Sports History is a wonderful addition to any
sports historian’s collection.
  tallest point guard in nba history: Magic Johnson Ellen Labrecque, 2007-08-01 Magic
Johnson's fearlessness, courage, and determination were evident whenever he stepped on the
basketball court. Those same characteristics have also served him well in his off-the-court battle
with HIV. Readers will learn about how Magic Johnson has used his courage, knowledge, and
wisdom to promote awareness and to help better urban communities everywhere.
  tallest point guard in nba history: The Everything Kids' Basketball Book, 5th Edition Bob
Schaller, 2021-12-07 Learn the most up-to-date statistics along with information on all your favorite
players in the newest edition of the bestselling The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book, featuring
great tips for mastering the game! Filled with updated information and stats, new player profiles,
and dozens of fun games and activities, The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book, 5th Edition shows
kids everything they need to know about their favorite sport. They will learn all the rules of the
game, the history of the sport, and discover new information about their favorite players and teams.
Covering all aspects of the game, this book also features up-to-date records of the NBA, WNBA,
NCAA, and Olympic basketball, highlighting the importance of teamwork and shows how to stay
active and healthy playing the sport you love.
  tallest point guard in nba history: Uncle John's Bathroom Reader: Extraordinary Book of
Facts and Bizarre Information Bathroom Readers' Institute, 2012-05-01 From cannibals to
conspiracy theories to the origin stories of candy, a compendium of thousands of fun facts to read
behind closed doors! Our readers asked for it, and here it is: Uncle John’s first collection of his
greatest short facts and quick reading material. Open up to any page of Extraordinary Book of Facts
and you might find a list of, say, obscure words (“exocannibals” eat enemies; “indocannibals” eat
friends). Flip to another page and there’s a whole bunch of facts about how long things take (a yak’s
gestation period: 258 days). On another page: kid facts (the average four-year-old laughs 400 times
per day; grownups, about fifteen). Get smarter and laugh a lot more with this amazing collection that
features thousands of great facts, plus word origins, myth-conceptions, conspiracy theories, and
much, much more. Arranged for simple and speedy reference, this book is the perfect companion for
trivia buffs and knowledge junkies everywhere!



  tallest point guard in nba history: The Everything Kids' Basketball Book, 4th Edition Bob
Schaller, Dave Harnish, 2019-10-29 Learn the latest statistics along with information on all your
favorite players in the newest edition of the bestselling The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book,
featuring great tips for mastering the game! Learn how to play like a pro—and win—the fun game of
basketball! Filled with dozens of games, puzzles, and activities, this book shows kids how to be a
wizard on the court, hitting jumpers like Jordan while also learning the importance of teamwork.
Covering everything you need to know about basketball, The Everything Kids’ Basketball Book
explains all the rules of the game, the history of the sport, and information on your favorite players.
Featuring up-to-date records of the NBA, WNBA, NCAA, and Olympic basketball, you’ll learn how to
stay active and healthy while playing the sport you love.
  tallest point guard in nba history: The Turning Point That Changed Everything Wallace R.
Pratt, 2009-12 In every person's life, there comes a moment in time when circumstances or events
require decisions and responses that greatly determine the future. This book has no design to be
another volume on leadership techniques. Rather, it is a candid exploration of those unexpected
turns birthed out of the experience of being confronted with a reversal of circumstances in the life of
an individual. Frankly, it is a study about the drama of life. The intention of the author is to give a
sincere and straightforward examination of why turnabouts often get high-jacked and fail to live up
to people's expectations. Even more, individuals will find a plea for courage and faith when things do
not occur as they once envisioned they would. Consequently, it is a clarion call for courage to go
further than some would desire, but also a caution to impatient leaders to be watchful of their own
intentions to push a change further than would be wise. In the end, some leaders must be willing to
consider a more contemplative life built on valuing people above their own ideological mindset. Dr.
Wallace R. Pratt is an administrator, minister, teacher, and writer. He lives in Salem, Oregon and
has been married thirty-eight years to his wonderful wife Judy. They are blessed with two daughters,
two great son-in-laws and five grandchildren. Dr. Pratt serves as a regional supervisor in the
Northwest for his church organization, while also serving as an adjunct professor for
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. His leadership experience has included thirty-three years of
pastoral ministry and approximately eighteen years of teaching in sixteen nations. He has been
serving on the Doctrine and Polity Committee of his church organization for fourteen years and
presently holds the position of chairman for this international body.
  tallest point guard in nba history: 1990S Nba Flashback Matt Zeigler, 2002-04-01 A
action-packed chronicle of the NBA's greatest stars of the 1990s, featuing Michael Jordan, the
greatest athlete of all-time!
  tallest point guard in nba history: Basketball Icons Ava Thompson, 2025-01-11 Basketball
Icons offers a compelling journey through the evolution of basketball, meticulously examining twenty
influential players who transformed the sport from its humble beginnings into the global
phenomenon it is today. Through a unique combination of statistical analysis, personal interviews,
and previously unreleased footage, the book reveals how these legendary figures revolutionized not
just playing techniques, but the entire culture of basketball. The narrative progresses
chronologically, beginning with pioneering players like George Mikan and Bob Cousy, whose
fundamental innovations laid the groundwork for modern basketball. Moving through the era of Bill
Russell and Wilt Chamberlain, the book demonstrates how each generation built upon previous
achievements, ultimately leading to the sport's global expansion. What sets this work apart is its
comprehensive approach, analyzing not just playing statistics but also the psychological,
biomechanical, and social aspects of each player's contribution. Beyond mere biography, this
analytical work delves into three core themes: technical gameplay innovation, mental fortitude in
professional athletics, and cultural impact beyond the court. The book masterfully weaves together
practical insights for coaches and players with broader historical context, making it valuable for
both serious basketball enthusiasts and casual fans. By incorporating exclusive interviews with
coaches, journalists, and fellow players, it provides a multi-dimensional view of how individual
innovations collectively shaped the modern game.



  tallest point guard in nba history: Uncle John's Bathroom Reader Sports Spectacular
Bathroom Readers' Institute, 2012-08-15 New from the Bathroom Reader: a grand slam, hole-in-one,
hat trick collection of sports lore and trivia. Hey, sports fans: Sports Spectacular is bigger and better
than ever! The not-so-dumb jocks at the BRI have packed in all the best sports and games articles
from the wildly successful Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader series--and then bulked the whole thing up
with more than 50 fan-tastic new pages. So place the ball on the tee, square up to the basket, and
make sure your laces are laced tight, because it’s time to throw the dice through the goalposts for a
home run! You’ll feel the thrill of victory and laugh at the agony of defeat as you read about… * The
origins of all the major sports (and a bunch of minor ones) * Classic games, from poker and pinball
to Monopoly and Donkey Kong * How to play bathroom blackjack * The world’s worst matador * The
Goodyear Blimp * Mascots gone wild * Olympic scandals * NASCAR’s illegal origins * Dodging the
cow pies when you play pasture golf * Finnish wife-carrying, gerbil racing, flagpole sitting, and other
bizarre sports And much, much more!
  tallest point guard in nba history: The Best Book of Basketball Facts & Stats Marty Strasen,
Sports Team Analysis and Tracking Systems, Inc, 2004 A reference guide to all National Basketball
Association teams, important players, coaches, games, and statistics.
  tallest point guard in nba history: Beyond the Game Gary Smith, 2014-09-30 Fifteen
compelling stories from the acclaimed Sports Illustrated correspondent who’s been hailed as one of
America’s finest sportswriters. Gary Smith’s sportswriting stands among the best journalism being
written today. His award-winning stories shatter the confines of traditional sports reportage, getting
beneath the wins and losses and penetrating into the hearts of the athletes themselves into their
lives and personal struggles, their communities and their worlds. Beyond the Game brings together
fifteen of Smith’s greatest stories, from groundbreaking profiles of international stars like Mike
Tyson and Magic Johnson, to intimate looks at lesser-known athletes whose lives are driven by the
thrill of competition and the love of a game. There is “Damned Yankee,” the heartbreaking story of
John Malangone, who seemed destined to succeed Yogi Berra as the Yankees’ starting catcher until
his career was destroyed by the crushing weight of a childhood trauma that continued to haunt him.
“Someone to Lean On” is the inspirational story of an extraordinary retarded man named Radio and
the South Carolina high school football team that has adopted him for over thirty years. “Shadow of
a Nation” tells of a Crow Indian community’s intense passion for basketball and how former high
school star Jonathan Takes Enemy must struggle to escape the tragic history of his tribe as he seeks
a place in the world outside the reservation. The stories in Beyond the Game are stories of dreams
and fears, failure and triumph, self-destruction and salvation, set in the twilight shadows between
the sun-drenched playing fields and brightly lit arenas at the heart of sports and the darkness of the
locker rooms and lonely streets that lurk at their periphery. Each of Gary Smith’s moving stories will
profoundly touch you and remain with you, long after you have closed the pages of this book.
  tallest point guard in nba history: The African American National Biography:
Hacker-Jones, Sarah Henry Louis Gates (Jr.), Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 2008 An 8-volume
reference set containing over 4,000 entries written by distinguished scholars, 'The African American
National Biography' is the most significant and expansive compilation of black lives in print today.
  tallest point guard in nba history: Sports Illustrated The Basketball Vault Chris Ballard,
2022-11-15 Sports Illustrated, the most respected voice in sports journalism, has covered the NBA
for the much of its existence, documenting its expansion from fledgeling league to global force.
Curated by editor and bestselling author Chris Ballard, this anthology features the best hoops
writing from the SI archives along with new postscripts from nationally renowned basketball
journalists including Jackie McMullan, Jack McCallum, Jeff Pearlman, S.L. Price, Lee Jenkins, Frank
Deford, and more.
  tallest point guard in nba history: A Biographical Directory of Professional Basketball
Coaches Jeff Marcus, 2003-04-28 Coaches have played a vital yet changing role throughout
basketball's professional history. Biographical Directory of Professional Basketball Coaches is a
comprehensive directory of all the professional coaches in the history of United States basketball.



Jeff Marcus provides, in alphabetical order, the year-by-year coaching records for every pro major
league coach in basketball history beginning with the American Basketball League (ABL), which
formed in 1925 and was the first league to play in larger arenas on the East Coast and in the Mid
West, then tracking the birth of the National Basketball League (NBL) from its onset in 1937 to its
convergence 12 years later with the BAA, forming what we know today as the NBA. Brief but
detailed biographical sketches are provided for every coach in these leagues. A wonderful resource
for basketball fans and sports buffs.
  tallest point guard in nba history: Who's who Among African Americans , 2008
  tallest point guard in nba history: How to Talk Basketball Sam Goldaper, Arthur Pincus,
1995-09
  tallest point guard in nba history: History of NCAA Basketball Bill Gutman, 1992-12-28
Traces the history of the NCAA from 1905 to the present highlighting unforgetable games and
seasons.
  tallest point guard in nba history: Whitaker's Little Book of Knowledge Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2018-05-17 An authoritative, quirky trivia book divided into themed chapters. Whitaker's
Little Book of Knowledge contains thousands of general knowledge gems: from everything you
learned at school to fascinating lists of contemporary 'top-tens', mini-biographies of famous artists
and writers, plus condensed guides to films and works of art and literature. In addition, there is a
light-hearted journey down memory lane featuring humorous entries on forgotten treasures from
different decades and a stand-alone sport chapter with guides to both well-known and obscure
sports, key rules, a glossary of terms and short biographies of the world's greatest sporting heroes.
Facts are both newly researched and drawn from the rich treasure-trove of the Whitaker's Almanack
archive, which dates back to 1868. Whitaker's Little Book of Knowledge is a truly unique
ready-reference containing fascinating facts for every trivia buff while providing a unique insight
into the world from the 19th century through to the present day.
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entry includes the person’s name with height,
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