tall in spanish language

tall in spanish language is a phrase that many learners of Spanish want to understand and use correctly.
This article explores the various ways to express the concept of "tall” in Spanish, including common
adjectives, contextual uses, and cultural nuances. Understanding how to say "tall" properly can enhance
communication, especially when describing people, objects, or even abstract ideas like achievements. The
Spanish language offers several terms and expressions, each with its own specific usage depending on
gender, number, and context. This comprehensive guide will cover the primary adjective for "tall,"
alternative synonyms, grammatical considerations, and practical examples. Additionally, it will provide

insight into related vocabulary to broaden your Spanish descriptive skills.

¢ Meaning and Translation of "Tall" in Spanish

Common Adjectives for "Tall" in Spanish

Grammatical Rules and Gender Agreement

Contextual Uses and Examples

e Synonyms and Related Expressions

Common Phrases and Idiomatic Uses

Meaning and Translation of "Tall" in Spanish

The English adjective "tall" primarily describes height, usually referring to a person or object with
considerable vertical measurement. In Spanish, the equivalent concept is conveyed through specific
adjectives that describe height or length. Understanding this translation forms the foundation for accurate

and natural communication in Spanish.

In the Spanish language, "tall" generally translates to alto when describing people or things with notable
height. However, the exact meaning can vary depending on context, as Spanish has different words for
height and length or for describing stature in various settings. This section explores the fundamental

translation and its implications.



Common Adjectives for "Tall" in Spanish

The most frequently used adjective for "tall" in Spanish is alto. This adjective is versatile and used widely to
describe people, buildings, trees, and other objects with significant height. Below are the primary adjectives

and their uses:

e Alto / Alta: The standard adjective for "tall." Alto is masculine singular, and alta is feminine singular.

¢ Elevado / Elevada: Used more formally or technically, often referring to elevated structures or

abstract concepts like elevated prices.
¢ Grande: Means "big" or "large" but can sometimes be used to denote height depending on context.

¢ Esbelto / Esbelta: Meaning "slender" or "tall and slim," used mainly for people.

Of these, alto remains the most direct and commonly understood term for "tall” in everyday Spanish.

Grammatical Rules and Gender Agreement

Spanish adjectives must agree in gender and number with the noun they modify. Since "tall" is an
adjective, alto changes form depending on whether it describes a masculine or feminine noun, as well as

singular or plural. This agreement is essential for grammatical accuracy.

Gender Forms

The masculine form is alto, and the feminine form is alta. For example:

e El hombre alto (The tall man)

e La mujer alta (The tall woman)

Plural Forms

‘When describing more than one person or object, the adjective becomes plural by adding -s or -es,

depending on the ending:

e Los hombres altos (The tall men)

e Las mujeres altas (The tall women)



This gender and number agreement applies to all adjectives in Spanish, including those used to express

tallness.

Contextual Uses and Examples

Using "tall" in Spanish varies slightly depending on what is being described. This section illustrates typical

contexts where "tall" is used and provides practical examples.

Describing People

‘When describing a person’s height, alfo or alta is the most natural choice. It conveys physical stature clearly.

¢ Mi hermano es muy alto. (My brother is very tall.)

e Ella es una chica alta y delgada. (She is a tall and slim girl.)

Describing Objects and Buildings

For objects or structures, alto is also appropriate. When referring to buildings or trees, it emphasizes vertical

height.

¢ El edificio es alto y moderno. (The building is tall and modern.)

e Los arboles altos dan sombra. (The tall trees provide shade.)

Figurative Uses

Sometimes, alto is used figuratively to indicate something of great importance or intensity, such as high

prices or elevated status.

e Tienen un nivel alto de competencia. (They have a high level of competence.)

¢ El precio es demasiado alto. (The price is too high.)



Synonyms and Related Expressions

Although alto is the primary word for "tall,” Spanish includes several synonyms and related adjectives that

can add nuance or variety to your vocabulary.
Synonyms for Physical Height

¢ Elevado / Elevada: Often used for buildings, mountains, or abstract concepts, meaning "elevated" or
"high."

¢ Grande: Meaning "large" or "big," sometimes used to imply height in informal contexts.

¢ Esbelto / Esbelta: Meaning "slender" and implying tallness combined with slimness, mostly for
people.

Related Expressions

Other expressions related to height that complement the use of "tall" include:

e De gran estatura: Literally "of great stature,” a formal way to say tall.
e Altura: A noun meaning "height,"” useful for discussing measurements.

¢ Alto como un arbol: An idiomatic simile meaning "tall as a tree."

Common Phrases and Idiomatic Uses

Spanish features several phrases that incorporate the concept of tallness, either literally or figuratively.

These expressions enrich communication and provide cultural insight.
Idiomatic Phrases

e Ser mis alto que un pino: To be very tall, literally "to be taller than a pine tree."
e Alto y claro: Meaning "loud and clear," used figuratively but containing the word alto.

e De altura: Used to describe something of high quality or status.



Practical Usage Tips

When describing height in Spanish, it is important to consider the context and the noun’s gender and
number. Using idiomatic expressions can add naturalness and fluency to language skills, especially in

conversational Spanish.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'tall' in Spanish?

The word 'tall' in Spanish is 'alto’ for masculine and 'alta’ for feminine.

What is the feminine form of 'tall' in Spanish?

The feminine form of 'tall' in Spanish is "alta'.

How do you use 'tall’ to describe a person in Spanish?

You use 'alto’ for a tall man and 'alta’ for a tall woman. For example, 'El es alto' means 'He is tall.

Is 'alto’ used only for people or can it describe objects in Spanish?

'Alto’ can describe both people and objects, such as a tall building (‘un edificio alto').

How do you say 'How tall are you?' in Spanish?

You say ';Cuanto mides?' or ';Qué tan alto eres?' to ask 'How tall are you?' in Spanish.

Does the adjective 'alto’' change depending on the noun it describes?

Yes, 'alto’ changes to 'alta’ for feminine nouns and to plural forms 'altos' and 'altas’ depending on gender and

number.

‘What is the opposite of 'tall' in Spanish?

The opposite of 'tall' (‘alto/alta’) is 'short,' which is 'bajo' for masculine and 'baja’ for feminine.

Can 'alto’ be used figuratively in Spanish?

Yes, 'alto’ can be used figuratively, for example, 'un alto puesto' means 'a high position'.



How do you say 'He is taller than me' in Spanish?

You say 'El es mas alto que yo.'

How do you describe a tall tree in Spanish?

You say 'un arbol alto' to describe a tall tree.

Additional Resources

1. El gigante amable
Este libro cuenta la historia de un gigante muy alto que vive en un pequefio pueblo. A pesar de su tamafio
impresionante, es conocido por su bondad y generosidad. La narrativa explora temas de aceptaciéon y céomo la

verdadera grandeza viene del corazén.

2. La torre mids alta
Una novela que sigue la construccién de una torre colosal en una ciudad antigua. A través de la perspectiva
de los trabajadores y arquitectos, el lector aprende sobre los desafios y suefios detras de levantar algo tan alto.

La historia mezcla historia, cultura y aspiraciones humanas.

3. El drbol que tocaba el cielo
Este cuento infantil relata la vida de un arbol extremadamente alto que se convierte en un refugio para
diferentes animales. La historia enfatiza la importancia de la naturaleza y la convivencia entre especies. Es

ideal para enseflar a los nifios sobre respeto y cuidado del medio ambiente.

4. Altura prohibida
Un thriller que gira en torno a un edificio misterioso y extremadamente alto donde ocurren sucesos
inexplicables. El protagonista debe descubrir qué secretos esconde la torre antes de que sea demasiado tarde.

La tension crece a medida que se adentra en los pisos superiores.

5. El corredor mas alto
Una biografia novelada sobre un atleta conocido por su increible altura y habilidades en las carreras de larga
distancia. El libro explora sus luchas personales y cdmo su estatura influyé en su carrera deportiva. Es una

historia inspiradora sobre perseverancia y autoaceptacién.

6. La sombra de la montana alta
Una novela de aventuras ambientada en una regién montafiosa donde las montafias parecen tocar el cielo. El
protagonista emprende un viaje para descubrir la verdad detrés de leyendas locales. El relato combina

misterio, naturaleza y crecimiento personal.

7. El nifio que queria ser mas alto

Un cuento para nifios que narra la historia de un nifio pequefio que suefia con crecer y ser mas alto para



alcanzar sus metas. A lo largo del libro aprende que la altura fisica no define el valor ni la capacidad de una

persona. Un mensaje positivo sobre la autoestima y la autoaceptacion.

8. Las torres del tiempo
Un libro de fantasia que describe un mundo donde las torres gigantescas sirven como portales entre
diferentes épocas. Los protagonistas deben navegar estas estructuras altas para salvar su mundo de una

amenaza inminente. La obra mezcla historia, magia y aventura.

9. Alturas y horizontes
Este libro de ensayos explora el concepto de la altura desde diversas perspectivas: fisica, emocional y
espiritual. Los autores reflexionan sobre cémo la altura afecta nuestra percepcién del mundo y de nosotros

mismos. Una lectura profunda y filoséfica que invita a la introspeccién.
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tall in spanish language: Current Theoretical and Applied Perspectives on Hispanic and
Lusophone Linguistics Diego Pascual y Cabo, Idoia Elola, 2020-06-04 Current Theoretical and
Applied Perspectives on Hispanic and Lusophone Linguistics is a 15-chapter compilation written by
both established and emerging scholars representing a wide array of theoretical, methodological,
and empirical perspectives. Each chapter presents original and significant findings, contextualizes
them within the broader empirical work, and identifies directions for future research on a variety of
subfields of study such as phonetics/phonology studies, formal acquisition theory, second and
heritage language acquisition, language variation, and linguistic landscapes. Given its scope and
significance, this volume will be of relevance to not only academics and researchers of all theoretical
stripes, but also to a more general audience new to the field of Hispanic and Lusophone linguistics.

tall in spanish language: The Epworth Era , 1922

tall in spanish language: Tall Tales about the Mind and Brain Sergio Della Sala, 2007
Does listening to Mozart make us more intelligent? Does the size of the brain matter? Can we
communicate with the dead? This book presents a survey of common myths about the mind & brain.
It exposes the truth behind these beliefs, how they are perpetuated, why people believe them, & why
they might even exist in the first place.

tall in spanish language: American Myths, Legends, and Tall Tales Christopher R. Fee, Jeffrey
B. Webb, 2016-08-29 A fascinating survey of the entire history of tall tales, folklore, and mythology
in the United States from earliest times to the present, including stories and myths from the modern
era that have become an essential part of contemporary popular culture. Folklore has been a part of
American culture for as long as humans have inhabited North America, and increasingly formed an
intrinsic part of American culture as diverse peoples from Europe, Africa, Asia, and Oceania arrived.
In modern times, folklore and tall tales experienced a rejuvenation with the emergence of urban
legends and the growing popularity of science fiction and conspiracy theories, with mass media such
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as comic books, television, and films contributing to the retelling of old myths. This multi-volume
encyclopedia will teach readers the central myths and legends that have formed American culture
since its earliest years of settlement. Its entries provide a fascinating glimpse into the collective
American imagination over the past 400 years through the stories that have shaped it. Organized
alphabetically, the coverage includes Native American creation myths, tall tales like George
Washington chopping down his father's cherry tree and the adventures of King of the Wild Frontier
Davy Crockett, through to today's urban myths. Each entry explains the myth or legend and its
importance and provides detailed information about the people and events involved. Each entry also
includes a short bibliography that will direct students or interested general readers toward other
sources for further investigation. Special attention is paid to African American folklore, Asian
American folklore, and the folklore of other traditions that are often overlooked or marginalized in
other studies of the topic.

tall in spanish language: Standing Tall Spencer West, 2011-09-02 Spencer West is many
things. Accomplished speaker. University graduate. Natural prankster. Former cheerleader. And a
young man without legs—something that has never held him back. Spencer was born without the
use of his legs. When he was five, doctors decided to amputate below his pelvis to better help him
get around. It didn’t bother him; he was Superman and nothing would ever get in his way. Or so he
thought. Navigating through life on his hands, Spencer has always lived with purpose. But he
wanted more out of life than just a paycheque and material possessions. He wanted to make an
impact but wasn’t always sure how. That was until he had the epiphany: He was different for a
reason. Infused with humour and humility, Spencer has never lost the hope or courage he needed to
tackle personal obstacles—bullying, isolation, failure, or pride. His secret? Always standing tall.

tall in spanish language: Chicano Psychology Joe L. Martinez Jr., Richard H. Mendoza,
2013-10-22 Chicano Psychology, Second Edition consists of five parts, separating a total of 19
chapters, beginning with a brief overview of the history of psychology, first in Spain, and then in
pre-Columbian Mexico. This overview is followed by a few summary statements of the transportation
of psychology from Spain to Mexico, and the eventual development of psychology as an academic
discipline in modern Mexico. This edition tackles the developments within Chicano psychology.
Subsequent chapters focus on foundations for a Chicano psychology, sociocultural variability,
psychological disorder among Chicanos, and social psychology. Last three chapters examine
bilingualism from the standpoint of several issues involving Chicanos. This book will be of interest to
both scientist and student working in the areas of cross-cultural psychology, race relations,
psychological anthropology, Chicano studies, and bilingual education.

tall in spanish language: Stories by Foreign Authors: The tall woman , 1898

tall in spanish language: Tall, Dark, and Wealthy Olivia Logan, Susanne Matthews, Alexia
Adams, Ellen Butler, 2015-10-26 Dashing, handsome, and with money to burn... It's a devastatingly
sexy combination for these eight successful and commanding heroes as they search for the women
who make their lives richer with laughter, passion, and love. The Tycoon's Wager: To boost ratings
and save her radio show, agony aunt CJ Stratt has no choice but to agree to a series of publicity
dates with London's renowned playboy, Jack Harper. Jack knows seduction, but he has no idea how
to love. Love is CJ's business, yet she's never been seduced. Can they find their way to a happily ever
after? Just for the Weekend: Multimillionaire Sam Mason is sick of gold diggers. When he meets a
role-playing kindergarten teacher at a sci-fi convention in Vegas, she seems like the real thing.
Then--surprise!--he wakes up married to this sexy stranger...only to find his new bride has vanished.
Is he looking for a swindler or the love of his life? An Inconvenient Love: To expand his real estate
business, Luca Castellioni needs an English-speaking secretary and a wife, so he strikes a bargain
with the first pretty face to cross his path. But now Sophia Stevens fascinates him, and he wants
more marriage and not so much convenience in their agreement. Too bad his wife has reconstructed
her own life, without him. Can love overcome the obstacles between them? Heart of Design:
Hollywood playboy Ian O'Connor has women falling at his feet, but interior designer Sophie Hartland
refuses to be one of them. Sophie's a refreshing change from the actress wannabes trying hop



aboard Ian's new gravy train of success. But is her disinterest just an Oscar-worthy act? Hiding from
Hollywood: When movie producer Ethan Walker walks into Abby's diner, she's terrified. The last
thing she wants is her name connected with his when her life is now about hiding from the tabloids.
But when she's left without a safe place to stay, Ethan offers her sanctuary in his home, and Abby
must decide whether she can finally stop running and trust Ethan with her secret. The Spanish
Acquisition: When multibillionaire business mogul Carlos meets struggling art student Lily on
vacation in the Dominican Republic, sparks fly. But can they overcome their differences as well as a
mix-up of mistaken identity? Fearless Love: Jake Colt has no interest in handling the Carmichael
winery acquisition, but he has little choice considering the business agreement he made with his
father. Madison Carmichael refuses to let this interloper take what belongs to her family, no matter
what passions he stirs in her heart. When two opposing forces clash, sparks are bound to fly... High
Octane: Fueled: Maddux Bates's Formula One career needs an overhaul this season--not the scandal
of an affair with a multimillionaire sponsor's girlfriend. But there's more to Brynn Douglas's
story--and motivations--than meets the eye, and the flame between them burns hot. Falling in love on
the F1 circuit is a crash course in adrenaline. Sensuality Level: Sensual

tall in spanish language: A Book of Giants: Tales of very Tall Men of Myth, Legend,
History, and Science Henry Wysham Lanier, 2020-09-28 We think of Zeus as the mightiest god of
Greece, accompanied by his servants Force, Might and Victory,Nthe Cloud-gatherer, the Rain-giver,
the Thunderer, the Lightning-hurler, the Sender of Prodigies, the Guider of Stars, the Ruler of other
gods and men, whom even Poseidon the Earth-shaker must obey. The very name reverberates with
majesty, power, dominion. But the beginnings of this vast deity were in darkness and danger. True,
the reign of his father Kronos was that Golden Age when, in the fresh morning of the world, Heat
and Cold were not yet at strife, the Seasons had not begun their mystic dance, and one mild and
equable climate stretched from pole to pole; when the trees bore fruit and the vine her purple
clusters all the year, and honey-dew dripped from the laurel and juniper which are now so bitter;
when flowers of every hue filled the air with perpetual fragrance, the lion gambolled with the kid,
and the unfanged serpent was as harmless as the dove; when over-curious Pandora not yet having
released her boxful of ills, men had neither care nor sickness nor old age, but, after centuries of
blissful calm, faded like flowers and became kindly spirit-guardians of their successors. Yet amid this
charming serenity Kronos could never forget the curse of his father Uranus whom he had
overthrown, and the prophecy that he himself should in his turn be cast down by his own children.
Wherefore being resolved to defeat that prophecy, he swallowed each child his wife Rhea brought
forth, as soon as it was born. When Rhea had thus lost five babes,NHestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades
and PoseidonNand knew herself about to bear yet another, she made her prayer to Uranus her
ancient sire, imploring counsel and aid.

tall in spanish language: An Introduction to Language Description John Rhoades, 2014-06-30
This book introduces the basic systems of language, and examines how these can be investigated
and described. The systems of organizing speech sounds (phonology), meaning (lexical semantics),
and grammar (morphology and syntax) are described, along with methods of figuring these out for
other languages. The text will foster a deep appreciation in the reader of the fact that language is
patterned and that these patterns can be discovered. To this end, problems using actual language
data are presented so that the reader can apply the methods described in the book. In a sense, An
Introduction to Language Description is a workbook in linguistic analysis where the reader can
actually get involved in dealing with language data. Suggested solutions are provided following the
exercises. The book has an anthropological outlook with a focus upon usage, not correctness.
Further, language structures are not presented as abstract puzzles divorced from actual human
speech communication. Throughout each chapter, references are made to humans speaking and
choosing among structural elements. This is designed to ground the presentation in the realities of
speech; a reality that each reader shares as a language user.

tall in spanish language: The Kid Looks Back-Short Stories & Tall Tales Ritchie R.
Moorhead, 2011-07-12 The Kid Looks Back is a collection of sixty-eight stories that cover a wide



range of topics. I hope that his book will be a gentle hiding place where you can go to get away from
something, return to something or go where you have never been. Some of these stories are true.
Others are factually true, although bit embellished. Others are outright fabrications. Most look back
to a kinder, mellower time. Digging for worms, swimming in a pond, using an outhouse or wading in
a river may bring gross evaluations from our urbanized cousins. I hope that this book introduces
them to life with a smile. Most of the stories have a message. Many are simply humorous.
Entertainment is the motive. Carefree is the mood. Try to find yourself within these pages. May the
beak of reality crack your comfort shell. Start anywhere. Finish anytime. Enjoy!

tall in spanish language: Sandcastles, Tall Ships and Vanities William Hite, 2018-08-14
Sandcastles, Tall Ships, and Vanities is a fictional family love story intermingled with factual
American and British history. Amanda Worsham is born during the War of 1812, in Charleston,
South Carolina, to a wealthy British family involved with sailing vessels and worldwide shipping.
Sandcastles is analogous to the ill-fated Southern plantation system, in that it exists when slavery
exists, and is destined to vanish when slavery ends-just as the proverbial sandcastle disappears
before the oncoming tide. Tall Ships alludes to the family's shipping business utilizing windjammers,
or beautiful tall sailing vessels for global sea trade. Vanities are whimsical yet powerful emotions.
And to relegate another to slavery is vanity in its extreme (a self-evident truth). And unabashedly, it
is a Christian, pro-life, anti-prostitution, and anti-slavery descriptive novel filled with human frailty
and anguish. This story is a handful, so to speak, dealing with family standards, love, sexuality,
homosexuality, destructive prostitution (the so-called white slavery curse), plus the learning an
altogether-fabulous wealth management stratagem. As she begins her marriage to longtime beau,
Timothy Caldwell, Amanda assumes the Worsham family's New York-, Boston-, and Charleston-based
overseas shipping business (an endeavor with tall ships and part of the fledgling clandestine military
industrial complex). She witnesses the end of the Revolutionary War, the beginning of the American
Civil War, and she helps shape a dynasty you'll long remember.

tall in spanish language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Latino History and Culture D. H.
Figueredo, 2002 Offers an overview of Latin American history, politics, education, work, and
entertainment, including Latin American dance styles, recipes, and well-known personalities.

tall in spanish language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 1995

tall in spanish language: The Roots of Hinduism Asko Parpola, 2015-07-15 Hinduism has two
major roots. The more familiar is the religion brought to South Asia in the second millennium BCE
by speakers of Aryan or Indo-Iranian languages, a branch of the Indo-European language family.
Another, more enigmatic, root is the Indus civilization of the third millennium BCE, which left behind
exquisitely carved seals and thousands of short inscriptions in a long-forgotten pictographic script.
Discovered in the valley of the Indus River in the early 1920s, the Indus civilization had a population
estimated at one million people, in more than 1000 settlements, several of which were cities of some
50,000 inhabitants. With an area of nearly a million square kilometers, the Indus civilization was
more extensive than the contemporaneous urban cultures of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Yet, after
almost a century of excavation and research the Indus civilization remains little understood. How
might we decipher the Indus inscriptions? What language did the Indus people speak? What deities
did they worship? Asko Parpola has spent fifty years researching the roots of Hinduism to answer
these fundamental questions, which have been debated with increasing animosity since the rise of
Hindu nationalist politics in the 1980s. In this pioneering book, he traces the archaeological route of
the Indo-Iranian languages from the Aryan homeland north of the Black Sea to Central, West, and
South Asia. His new ideas on the formation of the Vedic literature and rites and the great Hindu
epics hinge on the profound impact that the invention of the horse-drawn chariot had on Indo-Aryan
religion. Parpola's comprehensive assessment of the Indus language and religion is based on all
available textual, linguistic and archaeological evidence, including West Asian sources and the Indus
script. The results affirm cultural and religious continuity to the present day and, among many other
things, shed new light on the prehistory of the key Hindu goddess Durga and her Tantric cult.

tall in spanish language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress.



Cataloging Policy and Support Office, 2007

tall in spanish language: Introduction to Curacao Gilad James, PhD, Curacao is a small island
located in the southern part of the Caribbean Sea, about 40 miles off the coast of Venezuela. The
island, which is part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, has a population of approximately 159,000
people, with the majority living in the capital city of Willemstad. The official languages of Curacao
are Dutch, Papiamentu (a Creole language), and English, and the island has a rich cultural heritage
influenced by its history of being a strategic location for trade and colonization. Curacao's economy
is primarily based on tourism, offshore banking, and oil refining. The island's sunny weather, white
sandy beaches, and diverse culture make it a popular destination for tourists from around the world.
In addition to its natural beauty, Curacao also has a vibrant art scene, with numerous museums,
galleries, and festivals celebrating local artists and their work. The island's multicultural population
also gives it a unique culinary scene, with flavors influenced by African, European, and Latin
American cuisines. Overall, Curacao is a fascinating blend of history, culture, and natural beauty
that makes it one of the Caribbean's most dynamic and exciting destinations.

tall in spanish language: Return of the Tall Man Clay Fisher, 2019-02-01 For twenty-four
winters, the blond child had been held captive by the Indians. Now rangy, raw-boned Ben Allison set
out to heat up a stone-cold trail and bring Amy Johnston home. He was armed with only an old
mountain man’s map, a cheap gold locket, an ornery pack mule, and his army Colt. It was an
impossible mission leading straight into hostile Indian country. Ben was keenly aware that the
search for Amy could very well be his own death hunt.

tall in spanish language: Elizabeth Postuma Simcoe, 1762-1850 Mary Beacock Fryer, 1989
The diaries, letters, and sketches of Elizabeth Simcoe are drawn upon as sources in this portrayal of
the energetic and remarkable woman who came to Upper Canada with her husband when he was
appointed lieutenant governor.

tall in spanish language: Universal Dictionary of the English Language: Rhe-Z Robert Hunter,
1897
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