
target population in research

target population in research refers to the entire group of individuals or
elements that a researcher aims to study and make inferences about in a
scientific investigation. Identifying and clearly defining the target
population is a critical step in the research process, as it influences the
study design, sampling methods, data collection, and the generalizability of
the findings. Researchers must distinguish the target population from
accessible and sample populations to ensure that the results accurately
reflect the intended group. This article explores the concept of the target
population in research, its significance, how to define it properly, and
challenges associated with it. Furthermore, it delves into methods for
selecting and sampling from the target population to enhance research
validity and reliability. Understanding these aspects is essential for
conducting rigorous and meaningful research across various disciplines. The
following sections will provide an in-depth examination of these critical
components.
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Definition and Importance of Target Population
in Research

The target population in research is the complete set of individuals, events,
or elements that meet a specific set of criteria and about which the
researcher intends to draw conclusions. This population represents the
broader group to which the research findings will be generalized or applied.
Precise identification of the target population is vital to ensure that the
research is relevant and that the conclusions are valid outside the context
of the study sample.

In many fields, such as social sciences, healthcare, marketing, and
education, understanding the target population helps in framing research
questions, designing data collection instruments, and interpreting results.
Without a clearly defined target population, research risks being unfocused,
biased, or non-generalizable, which diminishes its scientific value.



Key Reasons the Target Population is Crucial

Guides Research Design: Helps tailor study methods to the
characteristics of the population.

Ensures Sampling Accuracy: Facilitates the selection of representative
samples.

Enables Generalization: Supports applying findings to the broader
population.

Focuses Resources: Optimizes time and budget by targeting relevant
groups.

Enhances Validity: Reduces bias by aligning participants with research
objectives.

Criteria for Defining a Target Population

Defining the target population requires establishing clear inclusion and
exclusion criteria that specify who or what belongs to the population and who
does not. These criteria are based on attributes relevant to the research
question, such as demographics, geographic location, time frame, or specific
characteristics.

Common Criteria Used to Define Target Populations

Demographic Characteristics: Age, gender, ethnicity, income level,
education.

Geographic Boundaries: Specific regions, countries, cities, or
neighborhoods.

Temporal Factors: Particular time periods or events.

Behavioral or Clinical Attributes: Health status, consumer behavior,
diagnosis.

Psychographic Traits: Attitudes, values, lifestyle choices.

The precision of these criteria affects the feasibility of the study and the
applicability of the results. Overly broad definitions may lead to
heterogeneous samples that complicate analysis, while overly narrow criteria
can limit sample size and reduce external validity.



Distinction Between Target Population,
Accessible Population, and Sample

It is important to differentiate the target population from the accessible
population and the sample, as these terms are often confused but have
distinct meanings in research methodology.

Target Population

The full set of individuals or elements that meet the defined criteria and to
whom the research aims to generalize results.

Accessible Population

The portion of the target population that the researcher can realistically
reach for participation. This group is influenced by practical considerations
such as location, availability, and willingness to participate.

Sample

A subset of the accessible population selected for inclusion in the study.
The sample is used to collect data and make inferences about the target
population.

Understanding these distinctions ensures clarity in study design and
transparent reporting, which are essential for evaluating the validity of
research findings.

Methods for Identifying and Selecting the
Target Population

Identifying the target population involves a systematic process that aligns
with the research objectives. Selection methods must be carefully planned to
ensure representativeness and relevance.

Steps in Identifying the Target Population

Define Research Objectives: Determine the primary questions and goals1.
guiding the study.

Establish Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria: Specify characteristics that2.
qualify or disqualify potential participants.



Review Existing Literature: Understand populations studied in similar3.
research to inform definitions.

Consult Experts or Stakeholders: Gain insights on population4.
characteristics and accessibility.

Assess Feasibility: Consider logistical and ethical factors influencing5.
population access.

Once the target population is identified, sampling strategies can be designed
to select representative participants effectively.

Challenges in Working with Target Populations

Researchers often encounter several challenges related to defining and
accessing the target population, which can impact the quality and
applicability of research outcomes.

Common Challenges

Population Heterogeneity: Variability within the target population can
complicate sampling and analysis.

Accessibility Issues: Physical, social, or economic barriers may limit
access to certain groups.

Ethical Considerations: Protecting vulnerable populations requires
careful protocol design.

Sampling Bias: Non-representative samples can lead to skewed results.

Resource Constraints: Time, budget, and personnel limitations may
restrict population reach.

Addressing these challenges requires strategic planning, ethical diligence,
and often creative problem-solving to maintain research integrity.

Best Practices for Sampling from the Target
Population

Effective sampling methods are critical for obtaining data that accurately
represent the target population. Employing best practices in sampling
enhances the validity and reliability of research findings.



Recommended Sampling Techniques

Probability Sampling: Methods such as simple random sampling, stratified
sampling, and cluster sampling ensure each member of the target
population has a known chance of selection.

Non-Probability Sampling: Techniques like convenience sampling or
purposive sampling can be used when probability sampling is impractical
but require caution regarding bias.

Sample Size Determination: Calculating appropriate sample size based on
population size, desired confidence levels, and margin of error.

Ensuring Representativeness: Using stratification or quota sampling to
reflect key population characteristics.

Pilot Testing: Conducting preliminary studies to refine sampling
procedures and instruments.

Following these practices helps researchers draw valid conclusions that can
be confidently generalized to the target population in research.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a target population in research?

A target population in research refers to the entire group of individuals or
elements that a researcher aims to study and from which they want to draw
conclusions.

Why is defining the target population important in
research?

Defining the target population is crucial because it ensures that the study
results are applicable to the group of interest, enhances the relevance of
the findings, and guides the sampling process.

How does the target population differ from the
accessible population?

The target population is the entire group a researcher intends to study,
while the accessible population is the subset of the target population that
the researcher can actually reach and from which samples can be drawn.

What are common criteria used to define a target
population?

Common criteria include demographic factors (age, gender, ethnicity),
geographic location, specific characteristics related to the study (such as
health status or occupation), and time frame.



How can a poorly defined target population affect
research outcomes?

A poorly defined target population can lead to sampling errors, reduce the
generalizability of results, introduce bias, and ultimately compromise the
validity and reliability of the research findings.

What methods are used to select a sample from the
target population?

Methods include probability sampling techniques like simple random sampling,
stratified sampling, cluster sampling, and non-probability methods such as
convenience sampling or purposive sampling.

Can the target population change during a research
study?

While the target population is typically defined at the start, it may be
refined or adjusted based on preliminary findings, practical constraints, or
shifts in research focus during the study.

How does understanding the target population help in
data analysis?

Understanding the target population enables researchers to interpret data
appropriately, apply correct statistical techniques, and ensure that
conclusions are relevant and applicable to the intended group.

Additional Resources
1. Defining and Understanding Target Populations in Social Research
This book offers a comprehensive overview of how researchers identify and
define target populations in various social science studies. It explores
demographic, geographic, and psychographic factors that influence population
selection. Practical examples highlight challenges and solutions in sampling
and representation.

2. Sampling Techniques and Target Population Selection
Focused on methodological approaches, this title dives deep into sampling
methods used to accurately represent target populations. It covers
probability and non-probability sampling, discussing their implications for
research validity. The book is essential for understanding how to minimize
bias in selecting research participants.

3. Research Design and Target Population Strategies
This book connects research design principles with effective strategies for
determining target populations. It emphasizes aligning research questions
with population characteristics to enhance study relevance. Case studies
illustrate the impact of population choices on research outcomes.

4. Ethical Considerations in Research with Target Populations
Addressing the ethical dimensions, this title discusses the responsibilities
researchers have when working with vulnerable or marginalized populations.
Topics include informed consent, confidentiality, and cultural sensitivity.



The book provides guidelines to ensure ethical compliance in population-based
studies.

5. Target Population in Epidemiological Research
Specializing in health research, this book explains how to define and select
target populations for epidemiological studies. It discusses disease
prevalence, risk factors, and population health metrics. The text helps
researchers design studies that yield generalizable and impactful health
data.

6. Qualitative Research and Target Population Engagement
This book focuses on qualitative methodologies and how to effectively engage
target populations for in-depth understanding. It covers techniques like
focus groups, interviews, and participant observation. The book highlights
strategies to build trust and obtain rich data from diverse groups.

7. Demographic Analysis for Target Population Identification
This title provides tools and techniques for analyzing demographic data to
identify appropriate target populations. It explores census data, surveys,
and statistical software applications. Researchers learn to interpret
demographic trends to inform study design and recruitment.

8. Marketing Research: Identifying and Reaching Target Populations
Geared towards marketing professionals, this book explains how to define and
segment target populations for market research. It covers consumer behavior
analysis, market segmentation, and targeting strategies. Practical insights
help optimize product development and promotional efforts.

9. Challenges and Solutions in Target Population Research
This book highlights common obstacles researchers face when working with
specific populations, such as accessibility, sampling bias, and population
heterogeneity. It offers innovative solutions and best practices to overcome
these challenges. Real-world examples demonstrate improved research accuracy
and inclusivity.
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  target population in research: Educational Research Burke Johnson, Larry Christensen, 2008
Educational Research is a highly readable text that provides students with a clear and in-depth
understanding of the different kinds of research--including technology-based--that are used in
education today. The text introduces students to the fundamental logic of empirical research and
explores the sources of research ideas. Detailed descriptions guide students through the design and
implementation of actual research studies with a balanced examination of quantitative, qualitative,
and mixed research, serving as one of the book′s strongest features. While quantitative research
strategies are covered extensively, the text also discusses various qualitative approaches such as
ethnography, historical methods, phenomenology, grounded theory, and case studies. The authors
present detailed, step-by-step coverage of the key elements of research, including sampling
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techniques, ethical considerations, data collection methods, measurement, judging validity,
experimental and non-experimental methods, descriptive and inferential statistics, qualitative data
analysis, and report preparation.
  target population in research: Essentials of Business Research Methods Joseph F. Hair,
2015-05-18 Managers increasingly must make decisions based on almost unlimited information. How
can they navigate and organize this vast amount of data? Essentials of Business Research Methods
provides research techniques for people who aren't data analysts. The authors offer a
straightforward, hands-on approach to the vital managerial process of gathering and using data to
make clear business decisions. They include such critical topics as the increasing role of online
research, ethical issues, data mining, customer relationship management, and how to conduct
information-gathering activities more effectively in a rapidly changing business environment. This is
the only such book that includes a chapter on qualitative data analysis, and the coverage of
quantitative data analysis is more extensive and much easier to understand than in other works. The
book features a realistic continuing case throughout the text that enables students to see how
business research information is used in the real world. It includes applied research examples in all
chapters, as well as Ethical Dilemma mini - cases, and interactive Internet applications and
exercises.
  target population in research: The Marketing Research Guide Robert E. Stevens, 2006 Here
is the newest edition of a marketing research classic-the original edition was named an Outstanding
Academic Book by Choice Magazine-updated to include essential information about online sources of
data and Internet surveys, as well as an advanced statistical analysis chapter. You'll find step-by-step
instructions to take you through the complete marketing research process, plus worksheets, sample
proposals, questionnaires, and a copy of a final report-all designed to clarify the how, when, and why
of marketing research.
  target population in research: Making Sense of Research Gill Hek, Pam Moule, 2006-08-07
The Third Edition of this introduction to research for students and professionals in health and social
care now contains material on literature searching techniques, meta-analysis, data protection, and
critical appraisal tools. Many people find research concepts difficult to grasp, but this book makes it
easy by providing a straightforward guide to the basics. Topics covered include: - the role of
research in health and social care - the research process - quantitative and qualitative approaches -
how to develop critical skills, and - implementing research findings. The book also features a
glossary of research terms and a critical appraisal framework.
  target population in research: Research in Health Care Julius Sim, Chris Wright, 2000
Providing everything the researcher, in a health care setting, needs to know about undertaking and
completing a research project, this book provides detailed information about the various types of
research projects that might be undertaken.
  target population in research: Introduction to Health Research Methods Kathryn Jacobsen,
2012 From best-selling author of Introduction to Global Health, Introduction to Health Research
Methods demystifies the research process and empowers students (and other new investigators) to
conduct their own original research projects. Using clear language and practical examples, the text
has five sections that describe the entire research process beginning with the identification of a
research question and the selection of a study approach, proceeding through the collection and
analysis of data and the preparation of a formal scientific report, and ending with academic and
professional presentations and publishing. By breaking the research process down into manageable
steps, Introduction to Health Research Methods communicates the excitement and importance of
health research—and encourages readers to make their own contribution to improving the health of
individuals and communities through research. Key features: • A step-by-step guide to conducting
research in medicine, public health, and other health sciences • For classroom use or for guiding
independent work on scholarly projects • Covers the entire research process from identifying a
study question and selecting a study approach to collecting and analyzing data to disseminating the
findings • Includes detailed information about how to conduct primary studies (collection of new



data), secondary analyses (analysis of existing data), and tertiary studies (literature reviews) •
Weaves elements of research ethics throughout the book
  target population in research: Basic Steps in Planning Nursing Research Marilynn Wood,
Janet C. Kerr, 2011 Basic Steps in Planning Nursing Research: From Question to Proposal is the
perfect introduction to the research process. It details the development of an effective research plan,
and guides readers through all stages of the process from finding a research topic, to the final
written proposal. It takes an in-depth focus on the planning process which makes it an excellent tool
for beginners while still being relevant to people at all levels of study who need to develop a
research plan. The Seventh Edition continues to teach readers how to prepare an appropriate
question and topic and the steps it takes formulate a conclusion. All of the chapters have been
updated with new references and current information including a renewed focus on evidence-based
practice and an expansion of research ethics. Proposals are included at the end of the text to help
students learn.
  target population in research: The Research Process in Nursing Kate Gerrish, Anne Lacey,
2010-05-24 ‘The perfect text for any health care professional who wishes to gain a sound
understanding of research…This text succeeds where others fail in terms of the thoroughness of the
research process and the accessible style in which the material is presented. In an age when nursing
and health care research is going from strength to strength this book offers those in the world of
academia and practice an excellent and essential 'bible' that is a must on any bookshelf’ Dr Aisha
Holloway, Lecturer Adult Health, Division of Nursing, The University of Nottingham ‘a book that
helps you each step of the way. A very understandable and enjoyable publication’ Accident and
Emergency Nursing Journal ‘key reference resource that students of research can use at various
levels of study. It is comprehensive, user friendly and very easy to read and make sense of’ Gillian E
Lang, Amazon reviewer The sixth edition of this book reflects significant developments in nursing
research in recent years, ensuring the reader is provided with the very latest information on
research processes and methods. It continues to explore how to undertake research as well as
evaluating and using research findings in clinical practice, in a way that is suitable for both novice
researchers and those with more experience. Divided into six sections, the chapters are ordered in a
logical fashion that also allows the reader to dip in and out. The first two sections of the book
provide a comprehensive background to research in nursing. The third section presents a variety of
qualitative and quantitative approaches, both new and well-established. The final three sections then
look at collecting and making sense of the resulting data and putting the research findings into
clinical practice. Summarises key points at the start of each chapter to guide you through Includes
contributions from a wide range of experts in the field Accessible but doesn’t shrink away from
complex debates and technical issues New to this edition: Accompanying website
(www.wiley.com/go/gerrish) Ten completely new chapters including Narrative Research, Mixed
Methods and Using Research in Clinical Practice ‘Research Example’ boxes from a wide variety of
research types
  target population in research: Basic Steps in Planning Nursing Research Marilynn J.
Wood, Janet C. Kerr, 2006 As an introduction to the research process, Basic Steps in Planning
Nursing Research, Sixth Edition focuses on the development of an effective research plan, and
guides readers through all stages of the process--from finding a research topic, to the final written
proposal. The text presents the research steps in a logical manner and demonstrates how decisions
at each stage directly affect what can be accomplished at the subsequent step. Throughout the
entire process, the actual research question remains at the forefront of the plan.Beginning
researchers new to the process will find Basic Steps particularly helpful, learning where to find
information relevant to their topic, how to organize the information, and how to clearly communicate
their questions, ideas, and plans. This text is also a great resource for researchers with higher levels
of expertise who need guidance in developing a quality research plan. Regardless of the researcher's
expertise level, Basic Steps in Planning Nursing Research treats the planning process as an art and
maintains that research is only as good as its plan.



  target population in research: Research Methods for Business Uma Sekaran, Roger
Bougie, 2010-02-02 Research Methods for Business: A Skill Building Approach,5th Edition is a
concise and straightforward introduction for students to the world of business research. The skill
building approach provides students with practical perspectives on how research can be applied in
real business situations. Maintaining Uma Sekaran’s popular and accessible style of writing, Roger
Bougie draws upon his extensive experience of the field to present an up-to-date guide on business
research for the aspiring future manager. The fifth edition has a new chapter on qualitative data
analysis, featuring a case study of the research process. The chapters on scientific investigation, the
broad problem area and defining the problem statement, measurement of variables, experimental
designs, sampling, and quantitative data analysis have all been substantially revised. Additional
real-life cases have been included and examples are taken from Europe, Asia and the US to give
students a comprehensive view of modern business research methods.
  target population in research: Research Methods with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and
Transgender Populations William Meezan, James I. Martin, 2012-12-06 Take an in-depth look at
what worksand what doesn'tin research with GLBT populations! This essential book examines the
usefulness of current frameworks for research with GLBT populations and highlights the necessity
for greater complexity in the conceptualization and design of research with these populations. It will
help you understand the need for more inclusive and representative samples and the need to protect
the privacy of GLBT research participants-and ways to accomplish these goals. In addition, Research
Methods with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Populations considers the advantages and
limitations of having an inside perspective when conducting research with these populations. It also
explores the myriad ways in which this research can be used to better understand issues facing
GLBT communities. Specifically, Research Methods with Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender
Populations discusses: eight strategies that outsiders can use to overcome barriers to doing their
work the challenges of finding and studying older members of gay and lesbian communities the
special challenges that studying gay drug users pose to the researcher factors affecting research
with urban Black and African-American GLBT populations sampling issues, including ways to
overcome the challenges of conducting research with sexual minority adolescents, issues related to
dealing with institutional review boards, and lessons derived from empirical articles in the Journal of
Gay & Lesbian Social Services unique features of AIDS service organizations to consider when
developing an evaluation strategy ethical standards for research and evaluation with GLBT
populations and a great deal more! From the Foreword, by Anthony R. D'Augelli: In social science
research, the effort to extract durable principles of social causality from the apparent randomness of
everyday life requires the construction of reliable, if tentative, knowledge that is significantly more
informative than mere speculation. With our ever-increasing knowledge base, increasingly
sophisticated and powerful quantitative and qualitative methodologies, and with an ever-expanding
cadre of researchers, our ability to discern patterns of development of GLBT people from birth to
death, the unique qualities of their relationships, and the impact of communities and cultures on the
ways in which their sexualities are manifested, will come into sharper focus. In this way, research
becomes a tool by which GLBT people transcend invisibility and marginalization. As new research
accumulates, the unique contributions that GLBT lives make to our understanding of the nature of
human development will be documented in ways never before thought possible. Within the larger
context of social science research on GLBT populations, this book describes the current status of
social service researchers in their quest for methodological sophistication and conceptual
complexity. The work of the contributors to this volume exemplifies the progress that has been made
since the first research reports on this topic were published.
  target population in research: Handbook of Research with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Populations William Meezan, James I. Martin, 2009-09-10 Handbook of Research
with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Populations provides a detailed examination of the
current methods and theoretical frameworks for conducting research with LGBT populations.
Introducing greater nuance in designing and implementing research models for working with these



populations, Handbook of Research with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Populations
provides guidelines for defining these groups, strategies to obtain more inclusive and representative
samples, and methods for engaging these populations to produce consistent and relevant data.
Collecting essays by notable researchers and scholars in the field, Handbook of Research with
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Populations provides meaningful analyses of the ethics and
practical constraints that researchers confront in dealing with LGBT populations--including
protection of privacy--which is a special concern for many. For students, teachers, social workers,
mental health professionals, and researchers of all backgrounds, this is an invaluable resource and
guidebook for anyone seeking a better quality of understanding and engagement with LGBT
individuals and communities.
  target population in research: Research Methods for the Behavioral Sciences Gregory J.
Privitera, 2024-08-01 Research Methods for the Behavioral Sciences, Fourth Edition employs a
problem-focused approach to present a clear and comprehensive introduction to research methods.
Award-winning teacher and author Gregory J. Privitera fully integrates the research methods
decision tree into the design process to help students choose the most appropriate method for the
research question they are seeking to answer. The book’s conversational writing style and
student-focused features empower students to view research methods as something they can both
understand and apply. Over the course of the book, students learn how to structure a study to
answer a research question and navigate through the process of choosing an appropriate analysis or
statistic to write a research report. New elements to the Fourth Edition include a new standalone
chapter on qualitative research, assumptions testing throughout chapters on quantitative research,
and updated examples and figures to communicate the latest updates in behavioral science research.
  target population in research: ISCONTOUR 2020 Tourism Research Perspectives
Christian Maurer, Hubert J. Siller, 2020-04-30 The International Student Conference in Tourism
Research (ISCONTOUR) offers students a unique platform to present their research and establish a
mutual knowledge transfer forum for attendees from academia, industry, government and other
organisations. The annual conference, which is jointly organized by the IMC University of Applied
Sciences Krems and the Management Center Innsbruck, takes place alternatively at the locations
Krems and Innsbruck. The conference research chairs are Prof. (FH) Mag. Christian Maurer
(University of Applied Sciences Krems) and Prof. (FH) Mag. Hubert Siller (Management Center
Innsbruck). The target audience include international bachelor, master and PhD students,
graduates, lecturers and professors from the field of tourism and leisure management as well as
businesses and anyone interested in cutting-edge research of the conference topic areas. The
proceedings of the 8th International Student Conference in Tourism Research include a wide variety
of research topics, ranging from consumer behaviour, tourist experience, information and
communication technologies, marketing, destination management, and sustainable tourism
management.
  target population in research: Principles of Research in Behavioral Science Mary E. Kite,
Bernard E. Whitley, Jr, 2025-07-24 Now in its fifth edition, this invaluable textbook provides a
comprehensive overview of research methods in the behavioral sciences, emphasizing the
conceptual challenges inherent in scientific inquiry. Organized to mirror each stage of the research
process, this text guides readers through the process, from formulating questions, to collecting data,
to interpreting results. Engaging and accessible, the book includes essential topics like
measurement issues, correlational research, evaluation research, and integrative literature reviews,
often overlooked in other textbooks. Key features include: Balanced coverage of both qualitative and
quantitative research methods Structured chapter features, including an outline, key terms, a
summary, suggested readings, and reflective questions to facilitate discussion and application of
theory Extensively updated chapters reflecting recent advancements, with new discussions on the
implications of open science and the challenges of effective online data collection Expanded
resources for instructors and students to support teaching and learning Streamlined for an optimal
balance of breadth and depth, Principles of Research in Behavioral Science is an indispensable



resource for any researcher’s bookshelf. Ideal for advanced undergraduate, graduate, and
post-graduate students seeking a strong foundation in research methods, it also serves as a valuable
reference for seasoned researchers looking to refresh their knowledge.
  target population in research: Encyclopedia of Survey Research Methods Paul J.
Lavrakas, 2008-09-12 In conjunction with top survey researchers around the world and with Nielsen
Media Research serving as the corporate sponsor, the Encyclopedia of Survey Research Methods
presents state-of-the-art information and methodological examples from the field of survey research.
Although there are other how-to guides and references texts on survey research, none is as
comprehensive as this Encyclopedia, and none presents the material in such a focused and
approachable manner. With more than 600 entries, this resource uses a Total Survey Error
perspective that considers all aspects of possible survey error from a cost-benefit standpoint.
  target population in research: Handbook of Applied Social Research Methods Leonard
Bickman, Debra J. Rog, 1998 Handbook of Applied Social Research Methods is a comprehensive,
intelligent & authoritative guide to researchers who need to select & use the most suitable
approach, specific designs, & data collection procedures for their applied research.
  target population in research: Research Methods for Education Gregory J. Privitera, Lynn
Ahlgrim-Delzell, 2018-01-20 From award-winning author Gregory J. Privitera and Lynn
Ahlgrim-Delzell, Research Methods for Education covers the different quantitative and qualitative
research methods specific to their use in educational research. This new text uses a problem-focused
approach that fully integrates the decision tree—from choosing a research design to selecting an
appropriate statistic for analysis. With a conversational, student-friendly writing style, and examples
from a wide variety of education-related fields, the authors show how methods and statistics work
together and enable the testing of hypotheses through use of the scientific method. Students will
become informed consumers of research with the ability to understand a research article, judge its
quality and apply the methods in action research to inform educational practice. Give your students
the SAGE edge! SAGE edge offers a robust online environment featuring an impressive array of free
tools and resources for review, study, and further exploration, keeping both instructors and students
on the cutting edge of teaching and learning.
  target population in research: Handbook of Health Research Methods: Investigation,
Measurement and Analysis Ann Bowling, Shah Ebrahim, 2005-06-16 an ideal set text Angela
Scriven, Course Leader, Brunel University Which research method should I use to evaluate services?
How do I design a questionnaire? How do I conduct a systematic review of research? This handbook
helps researchers to plan, carry out, and analyse health research, and evaluate the quality of
research studies. The book takes a multidisciplinary approach to enable researchers from different
disciplines to work side-by-side in the investigation of population health, the evaluation of health
care, and in health care delivery. Handbook of Health Research Methods is an essential tool for
researchers and postgraduate students taking masters courses, or undertaking doctoral
programmes, in health services evaluation, health sciences, health management, public health,
nursing, sociology, socio-biology, medicine and epidemiology. However, the book also appeals to
health professionals who wish to broaden their knowledge of research methods in order to make
effective policy and practice decisions. Contributors: Joy Adamson, Geraldine Barrett, Jane P.
Biddulph, Ann Bowling, Sara Brookes, Jackie Brown, Simon Carter, Michel P. Coleman, Paul
Cullinan, George Davey Smith, Paul Dieppe, Jenny Donovan, Craig Duncan, Shah Ebrahim, Vikki
Entwistle, Clare Harries, Lesley Henderson, Kelvyn Jones, Olga Kostopoulou, Sarah J. Lewis, Richard
Martin, Martin McKee, Graham Moon, Ellen Nolte, Alan O’Rourke, Ann Oakley, Tim Peters, Tina
Ramkalawan, Caroline Sanders, Mary Shaw, Andrew Steptoe, Jonathan Sterne, Anne Stiggelbout,
S.V. Subramanian, Kate Tilling, Liz Twigg, Suzanne Wait.
  target population in research: Clinical Research Manfred Stommel, Celia Wills, 2004 This
unique textbook integrates statistical concepts into evidence-based clinical practice and patient
management. Research concepts and techniques are drawn from epidemiology, bio-statistics, and
psychometrics, as well as educational and social science research. Clinical examples throughout the



text illustrate practical and scientifically sound applications of the concepts. Data tables and
research vignettes highlight statistical distributions involving probability. Methods to locate and
utilize web-based information relevant to clinical research are discussed, and web URLs are
provided. Further learning is encouraged by the inclusion of suggested activities, recommended
readings, references, and a comprehensive glossary of research terms. Additional resources are
available at a Connection Website, connection.LWW.com/go/stommel.
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