
tamil official language in singapore

tamil official language in singapore holds a unique and significant position within the multicultural and

multilingual landscape of Singapore. As one of the four official languages recognized by the

Singaporean government, Tamil reflects the country's rich cultural diversity and the historical presence

of the Indian community. This article explores the origins, status, and role of Tamil as an official

language in Singapore, highlighting its importance in education, administration, and cultural

preservation. Furthermore, it examines government policies, linguistic demographics, and the various

ways Tamil continues to thrive in a modern urban setting. The following sections provide a detailed

overview of Tamil's official status, its historical background, educational framework, and cultural impact

within Singapore’s society.
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Cultural Significance and Community Engagement

Challenges and Future Prospects

The Historical Context of Tamil in Singapore

The history of Tamil in Singapore dates back to the early colonial period when Indian laborers, traders,



and administrators migrated to the island during British rule. Tamil was one of the primary languages

spoken among the Indian immigrants, particularly those from the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

This early presence established Tamil as a vital language within the Indian community in Singapore,

fostering the growth of Tamil-speaking neighborhoods, religious institutions, and cultural organizations.

Early Tamil Immigration

During the 19th century, Tamil-speaking individuals arrived in Singapore as part of the British colonial

workforce. Many were employed in construction, plantations, and administrative roles. The Tamil

language was used extensively in daily communication and religious practices, serving as a

cornerstone of identity for the Tamil diaspora.

Tamil Cultural Anchors

Temples, schools, and community centers became focal points for preserving Tamil language and

culture. These institutions played a crucial role in maintaining Tamil traditions, festivals, and language

use, which helped to sustain Tamil's relevance through successive generations.

Official Recognition and Status

Tamil is one of the four official languages of Singapore, alongside English, Malay, and Mandarin. This

recognition is enshrined in the Singapore Constitution and reflects the government’s commitment to

promoting multiculturalism and linguistic diversity. Tamil’s official status ensures its use in

governmental functions, public communications, and education, thereby reinforcing its importance

within the national framework.

Constitutional Provisions

The Singapore Constitution explicitly lists Tamil as an official language, guaranteeing its protection and



promotion by the state. This legal framework obligates government agencies to provide services and

information in Tamil where appropriate, supporting linguistic inclusivity.

Role in Government and Public Life

In official settings, Tamil is used in various capacities such as public announcements, election

materials, and legal documents. The government also employs Tamil-speaking officers and translators

to facilitate communication with Tamil-speaking citizens, ensuring effective public service delivery.

Tamil Language Education in Singapore

Education plays a pivotal role in sustaining the Tamil language in Singapore. The Ministry of Education

supports Tamil as a second language option in schools, enabling Tamil-speaking students to learn

their mother tongue alongside English and other languages. This educational framework helps

preserve linguistic heritage and promotes bilingualism.

Tamil as a Second Language

Students of Indian descent are encouraged to take Tamil as their second language, with

comprehensive curricula designed to develop reading, writing, and speaking skills. Tamil language

examinations are conducted at various levels, including the Primary School Leaving Examination

(PSLE) and the GCE O-Level examinations.

Specialized Tamil Institutions

Several schools and cultural organizations offer supplementary Tamil classes and programs to deepen

language proficiency. These initiatives include weekend Tamil schools, literary workshops, and cultural

camps that enhance students’ connection to Tamil culture and language.



Government Policies Supporting Tamil

The Singapore government enacts a variety of policies aimed at preserving and promoting Tamil as

part of the nation’s multicultural identity. These policies encompass education, media, cultural funding,

and community engagement, ensuring that Tamil remains a vibrant and living language.

Media and Broadcasting

Government-supported Tamil media outlets, including radio and television channels, provide Tamil-

language content that caters to the community’s informational and entertainment needs. These

platforms serve as vital tools for language maintenance and cultural expression.

Cultural Grants and Events

The government offers grants to Tamil cultural groups and supports major Tamil festivals and events

such as Pongal and Deepavali. These initiatives foster community cohesion and encourage the

younger generation to embrace their linguistic heritage.

Cultural Significance and Community Engagement

Tamil’s role extends beyond official and educational domains into the cultural and social fabric of

Singapore. The Tamil language acts as a unifying force within the Tamil community and contributes to

the broader multicultural identity of the nation.

Festivals and Religious Practices

Tamil festivals celebrated in Singapore emphasize the language's importance in religious rituals,

traditional music, dance, and storytelling. Temples and cultural centers use Tamil to conduct

ceremonies and community gatherings, reinforcing its continued relevance.



Literary and Artistic Contributions

The Tamil community in Singapore has produced a rich body of literature, poetry, and performing arts

that contribute to the country’s cultural diversity. Tamil writers, poets, and artists actively promote the

language through publications, performances, and exhibitions.

Challenges and Future Prospects

Despite its official status and vibrant presence, Tamil faces challenges such as language shift and

competition from dominant languages like English. Urbanization and globalization have influenced

language preferences among younger generations, necessitating proactive measures to sustain

Tamil’s vitality.

Language Shift and Preservation Efforts

Some Tamil-speaking families prioritize English for socioeconomic reasons, leading to concerns about

declining Tamil fluency. In response, community organizations and the government have intensified

efforts to promote Tamil through education, media, and cultural programs.

Technological Integration

The adoption of digital tools and social media platforms has created new opportunities for Tamil

language promotion. Online resources, mobile apps, and digital content provide accessible means for

learning and engaging with Tamil, helping to bridge generational gaps.

Outlook for Tamil in Singapore

With continued institutional support and community engagement, Tamil is poised to maintain its status

as a significant official language in Singapore. Efforts to adapt to changing linguistic environments will



be crucial in ensuring Tamil’s enduring presence in Singapore’s multicultural landscape.

Historical Tamil Immigration to Singapore
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Tamil Language in Singapore’s Education System
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Future Challenges and Opportunities for Tamil

Frequently Asked Questions

Is Tamil an official language in Singapore?

Yes, Tamil is one of the four official languages of Singapore, alongside English, Malay, and Mandarin.

Why is Tamil an official language in Singapore?

Tamil is an official language in Singapore due to the significant Tamil-speaking Indian community and

the government's commitment to multiculturalism and multilingualism.

How is Tamil used in Singapore's government and public services?

Tamil is used in government communications, public services, official documents, and broadcasts to

cater to the Tamil-speaking population in Singapore.



Are Tamil language classes available in Singapore schools?

Yes, Tamil is taught as a Mother Tongue Language in Singapore schools, allowing students of Tamil

descent to learn their heritage language.

What role does Tamil play in Singapore's media?

Tamil has a presence in Singapore's media through Tamil radio stations, newspapers, and television

programs that serve the Tamil-speaking community.

How does Singapore promote the Tamil language and culture?

Singapore promotes Tamil language and culture through cultural festivals, Tamil language education,

media, and support for Tamil arts and heritage organizations.

Is Tamil used in Singapore's judiciary and legal system?

While English is primarily used in the judiciary, Tamil is recognized as an official language and may be

used in legal proceedings involving Tamil-speaking individuals with interpretation services.

How many people speak Tamil in Singapore?

Approximately 5% of Singapore's population speaks Tamil, making it one of the major languages in the

country.

What is the significance of Tamil being an official language in

multicultural Singapore?

Tamil's official status reflects Singapore's dedication to respecting its diverse ethnic communities and

ensures representation and preservation of the Tamil language and culture.



Additional Resources

1. The Evolution of Tamil as an Official Language in Singapore

This book traces the historical journey of Tamil becoming one of Singapore’s official languages. It

explores the political, social, and cultural factors that influenced the government’s decision. Readers

gain insight into the language policies and their impact on the Tamil-speaking community over the

decades.

2. Tamil Language Policy and Education in Singapore

Focusing on the educational framework, this book examines how Tamil is taught in Singaporean

schools. It discusses curriculum development, bilingual education policies, and the challenges faced by

educators and students. The book also highlights initiatives to promote Tamil language proficiency

among younger generations.

3. Preserving Tamil Identity in Multilingual Singapore

This work delves into the role of the Tamil language in maintaining cultural identity within Singapore’s

multicultural society. It analyzes community efforts, media representation, and government support for

Tamil language and culture. The book underscores the balance between integration and cultural

preservation.

4. Government and Language Planning: The Case of Tamil in Singapore

An academic study focusing on language planning strategies employed by the Singapore government

to support Tamil. It includes policy analysis, implementation challenges, and outcomes related to

language maintenance. The book provides comparative insights with other official languages in

Singapore.

5. Tamil Media and Communication in Singapore

This book explores the development and influence of Tamil-language media, including newspapers,

radio, and television, in Singapore. It highlights how media serves as a platform for cultural expression

and language preservation. The role of digital media in contemporary Tamil communication is also

discussed.



6. Language Rights and Tamil in Singapore’s Legal Framework

An exploration of the legal aspects surrounding Tamil as an official language. The book examines

language rights, legislation, and policies that protect and promote Tamil usage in public administration

and services. It also considers legal challenges and advocacy efforts by the Tamil community.

7. Tamil Literature and Cultural Expression in Singapore

This volume showcases the richness of Tamil literature produced in Singapore, from poetry to prose. It

discusses how literature reflects the experiences and identity of Tamil Singaporeans. The book also

considers the influence of official language status on literary production and dissemination.

8. Challenges and Opportunities for Tamil Language Preservation in Singapore

Addressing contemporary issues, this book discusses factors threatening Tamil language vitality, such

as globalization and language shift. It offers solutions and strategies for revitalization, including

community programs and technological innovations. The authors emphasize collaborative efforts

among stakeholders.

9. Multilingualism and Tamil Language Use in Singaporean Society

This book investigates the dynamics of multilingualism in Singapore, with a focus on Tamil language

use in various social contexts. It covers language choice, code-switching, and intergenerational

transmission within Tamil-speaking families. The study provides a comprehensive understanding of

Tamil’s role in a multilingual nation.
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Silver, Wendy D. Bokhorst-Heng, 2016-01-21 This book explores Singapore’s language education
system. Unlike previous volumes, which discuss the bilingual requirement for learning, it focuses on
Singapore’s quadrilingual system, bringing together articles on each of the four languages – English,
Mandarin, Malay and Tamil – as well as articles that examine more than one language. It highlights
past successes, current concerns, and future directions for language education. The book focuses on
classroom pedagogy in all four official languages, showcasing how languages are taught and learned
in Singapore as a basis for better understanding the system “from the inside out.” The authors
present empirical, classroom-based studies on language pedagogy in all four languages, as well as
updated information on the current socio-political context and how it has influenced attempts at
pedagogical innovation. Consideration is given to the dialectical relationship between policy and
practice. The chapters also include discussions of pre-school-age learning, influences of language
policy, home literacy practices, and commentaries by international language-in-education scholars.
This approach also provides a basis for international comparison – especially for those who are
interested in fostering English proficiency while maintaining one or more national languages. The
volume is particularly important in light of the continuing international efforts to integrate English
into national educational systems where it is not the dominant language.
  tamil official language in singapore: The South Asian Diaspora Rajesh Rai, Peter Reeves,
2008-07-25 The South Asian Diaspora numbers just under 30 million people worldwide, and it is
recognized as the most widely dispersed diaspora. It is, moreover, one which of late has seen
phenomenal growth, both due to natural increase and the result of a continued movement of
professionals and labourers in the late 20th and early 21st century from the subcontinent to
countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and Singapore. This
book uses the concept of transnational networks as a means to understand the South Asian diaspora.
Taking into account diverse aspects of formation and development, the concept breaks down the
artificial boundaries that have been dominating the literature between the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ era of
migration. Thereby the continued connectedness of most historic South Asian settlements is shown,
and the fluid nature of South Asian identities is explored. Offering a unique and original insight into
the South Asian diaspora, this book will be of interest to academics working in the field of South
Asian Studies, Diaspora and Cultural Studies, Anthropology, Transnationalism and Globalisation.
  tamil official language in singapore: Language, Nation and Development in Southeast
Asia Lee Hock Guan, Leo Suryadinata, 2007 Papers from a workshop on Language, Nation and
Development in Southeast Asia held in Singapore, 2003.
  tamil official language in singapore: The Handbook of World Englishes Cecil L. Nelson,
Zoya G. Proshina, Daniel R. Davis, 2020-01-15 The Handbook of World Englishes is a collection of
articles on the cross-cultural and transnational linguistic convergence and change of the English
language. Now in its second edition, this Handbook brings together multiple theoretical, contextual,
and ideological perspectives, and offers new interpretations of the changing identities of world
Englishes (WE) speakers and examines the current state of the English language across the world.
Thematically integrated contributions from leading scholars and researchers explore the expansion,
modification, and adaptation of English in various settings and discuss the role of English in local,
regional, and global contexts. This highly regarded text has been fully updated throughout the new
edition to reflect the current conditions, contexts, and functions of major varieties of English across
the world. Significant revisions to topics—such as an overview of the varieties of modern world
Englishes and the First Diaspora in Wales and Ireland—reflect expanded scholarship in the field and
new directions of research. Each chapter from the first edition has been updated in content and
citations, while 11 new chapters cover subjects including world Englishes testing and Postcolonial
theory, as well as world Englishes in South America, Russia, Africa, China, Southeast Asia, the
United States, and Canada. The Handbook of World Englishes is an essential resource for
academics, researchers, practitioners, and advanced students in fields including applied linguistics,
language teaching, the history of the English language, world literatures, and related social and
language sciences.



  tamil official language in singapore: Critical Perspectives on Language Education Katie
Dunworth, Grace Zhang, 2014-07-24 The studies in this volume investigate how multilingual
education involves a critical engagement with questions of identity and culture, and a movement
towards new ways of being and belonging. It addresses previously under-explored issues, in
particular the integration of theories like ‘thirdness’, and practices of language education and
maintenance with relevance to the Asia-Pacific region. The analyses reveal the delicate balance of
interests of all stakeholders and offer detailed insights into the reality of multilingual education, with
specific examples of Chinese, English, Japanese and Tamil. In a globalised world, effective language
education has become increasingly important, and the studies presented here have the potential to
inform and advance evidence-based multilingual education through adding important dimensions of
theoretical exploration and refreshing empirical resources.
  tamil official language in singapore: Routledge Handbook of Indian Transnationalism Ajaya
Sahoo, Bandana Purkayastha, 2019-07-11 This book introduces readers to the many dimensions of
historical and contemporary Indian transnationalism and the experiences of migrants and workers to
reveal the structures of transnationalism and the ways in which Indian origin groups are affected.
The concept of crossing borders emerges as an important theme, along with the interweaving of life
in geographic and web spaces. The authors draw from a variety of archives and intellectual
perspectives in order to map the narratives of Indian transnationalism and analyse the interplay of
culture and structures within transnational contexts. The topics covered range from the history of
transnational networks, activism, identity, gender, politics, labour, policy, performance, literature
and more. This collection presents a wide array of issues and debates which will reinvigorate
discussions about Indian transnationalism. This handbook will be an invaluable resource for
academics, researchers, and students interested in studying South Asia in general and the Indian
diaspora in particular.
  tamil official language in singapore: The Routledge Handbook of World Englishes Andy
Kirkpatrick, 2010-06-17 The Routledge Handbook of World Englishes constitutes a comprehensive
introduction to the study of World Englishes drawing on the expertise of leading authors within the
field. The Handbook is structured in nine sections covering historical perspectives, core issues and
topics and new debates which together provide a thorough overview of the field taking into account
the new directions in which the discipline is heading. Among the key themes covered are the
development of English as a lingua franca among speakers for whom English is a common but not
first language, the parallel development of English as a medium of instruction in educational
institutions throughout the world and the role of English as the international language of scholarship
and scholarly publishing, as well as the development of ‘computer-mediated’ Englishes, including
‘cyberprose’. The Handbook also includes a substantial introduction and conclusion from the editor.
The Routledge Handbook of World Englishes is the ideal resource for postgraduate students of
applied linguistics as well as those in related degrees such as applied English language and
TESOL/TEFL.
  tamil official language in singapore: Singapore’s Multiculturalism Chan Heng Chee,
Sharon Siddique, 2019-03-15 Since independence in 1965, Singapore has developed its own unique
approach to managing the diversity of Race, Religion, Culture, Language, Nationality, and Age
among its citizens. This approach is a consequence of many factors, including its very distinct ethnic
makeup compared with its neighbours, its ambitions as a globally oriented city-state, and its small
physical size. Each of these factors and many others have presented Singapore society with a range
of challenges and opportunities, and will in all likelihood continue to do so for the foreseeable future.
In the writing of this book, the author team set themselves the task of projecting the impact of
current domestic and international social trends into the future, to anticipate what Singapore society
might look like by around 2040. In doing so, they analyse the particular path that Singapore has
taken since independence, in comparison with other multicultural societies and with regard to the
balance between the necessity of forging a new national identity after British rule and departure
from Malaysia, and the need to ensure that Singapore’s ethnic minority populations remain socially



enfranchised. They further consider how current trends may develop over the next couple of
decades, what new challenges this may present to Singapore society, and what might be the likely
responses to such challenges. In this book, Singapore is a case study of a global city facing the
challenges of developed-world modernity in frequently acute ways.
  tamil official language in singapore: Sociolinguistics / Soziolinguistik. Volume 3 Ulrich
Ammon, Norbert Dittmar, Klaus J. Mattheier, Peter Trudgill, 2008-07-14 No detailed description
available for SOCIOLINGUISTICS (AMMON) 3.TLBD HSK 3.3 2A E-BOOK.
  tamil official language in singapore: Encyclopedia of Linguistics Philipp Strazny, 2013-02-01
Utilizing a historical and international approach, this valuable two-volume resource makes even the
more complex linguistic issues understandable for the non-specialized reader. Containing over 500
alphabetically arranged entries and an expansive glossary by a team of international scholars, the
Encyclopedia of Linguistics explores the varied perspectives, figures, and methodologies that make
up the field.
  tamil official language in singapore: The Languages and Linguistics of Mainland
Southeast Asia Paul Sidwell, Mathias Jenny, 2021-08-23 The handbook will offer a survey of the
field of linguistics in the early 21st century for the Southeast Asian Linguistic Area. The last half
century has seen a great increase in work on language contact, work in genetic, theoretical, and
descriptive linguistics, and since the 1990s especially documentation of endangered languages. The
book will provide an account of work in these areas, focusing on the achievements of SEAsian
linguistics, as well as the challenges and unresolved issues, and provide a survey of the relevant
major publications and other available resources. We will address: Survey of the languages of the
area, organized along genetic lines, with discussion of relevant political and cultural background
issues Theoretical/descriptive and typological issues Genetic classification and historical linguistics
Areal and contact linguistics Other areas of interest such as sociolinguistics, semantics, writing
systems, etc. Resources (major monographs and monograph series, dictionaries, journals, electronic
data bases, etc.) Grammar sketches of languages representative of the genetic and structural
diversity of the region.
  tamil official language in singapore: Identity, Motivation, and Multilingual Education in
Asian Contexts Mark Feng Teng, Wang Lixun, 2020-02-06 This book investigates how learners'
motivations and identities are constructed in the process of learning and using multiple languages in
Asian contexts. It presents examples of multilingual contexts in different parts of Asia and illustrates
various achievements and challenges associated with multilingual education. Drawing on recent
theoretical developments regarding learners' motivations and identities in language learning-related
research, this book uncovers learners' motivations that underlie their decisions of learning multiple
languages in Asian contexts. Through empirical studies, the authors offer conceptual interpretations
on emerging concepts such as dual-motivation system, motivation dynamics, motivational
transformation episodes, and hierarchies of identities. In addition to being highly relevant to
researchers of applied linguistics, this book is a valuable reference for every university and college
library that serves a faculty or school of education.
  tamil official language in singapore: Language Power and Hierarchy Linda Tsung,
2014-10-27 Shunning polemicism and fashioning a new agenda for a critically informed yet
practically orientated approach, this book explores aspects of multilingual education in the People's
Republic of China (PRC). Amongst other issues, it also looks at the challenges associated with
bilingual and trilingual education in Xinjiang and Tibet as well as the mediation between religion and
culture in multi-ethnic schools, covering these issues from a range of perspectives - Korean, Uyghur,
Tibetan, Mongolian and Yi. The PRC promotes itself as a harmonious, stable multicultural mosaic,
with over 50 distinct ethnic groups striving for common prosperity. Beneath this rhetoric, there is
also inter-ethnic discord, with scenes of ethnic violence in Lhasa and Urumqi over the last few years.
China has a complex system of multilingual education - with dual-pathway curricula, bilingual and
trilingual instruction, specialised ethnic schools. This education system is a lynchpin in the
Communist party state's efforts to keep a lid on simmering tensions and transform a rhetoric of



harmony into a critical pluralistic harmonious multiculturalism. This book examines this supposed
lynchpin.
  tamil official language in singapore: Babel Or Behemoth Jennifer Lindsay, Ying Ying Tan,
2003 This book presents essays by scholars and practictioners about some trends in language across
Asia, looking at language issues as they arise in some of the multiple negotiations and translations
with which many Asians live on a daily basis.
  tamil official language in singapore: The Enigmatic Island: Discovering Singapore's
Hidden Treasures Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-12 Embark on an extraordinary journey to
Singapore, a vibrant metropolis where East meets West, and tradition blends seamlessly with
modernity. This captivating guidebook invites you to explore the Lion City's iconic landmarks,
hidden gems, and rich cultural heritage. Unravel the tapestry of Singapore's history, from its humble
beginnings as a fishing village to its transformation into a global financial hub. Discover the
captivating stories behind its architectural wonders, including the Merlion, Marina Bay Sands, and
Gardens by the Bay, which have become symbols of Singapore's remarkable progress. Immerse
yourself in Singapore's vibrant culinary scene, a symphony of flavors that reflects its diverse cultural
influences. From Michelin-starred restaurants to bustling hawker centers, tantalize your taste buds
with a myriad of culinary delights, from the fiery spice of chili crab to the delicate aromas of
Peranakan cuisine. Explore Singapore's natural beauty, from the manicured gardens of Gardens by
the Bay to the pristine beaches of Sentosa Island. Escape to Pulau Ubin, a rustic island retreat, or
venture into the lush trails of Bukit Timah Nature Reserve, home to a diverse array of flora and
fauna. Delve into Singapore's vibrant cultural tapestry, a harmonious blend of ethnicities and
traditions. Discover the bustling streets of Chinatown, Little India, and Kampong Glam, each exuding
a unique charm and offering a glimpse into Singapore's rich heritage. Experience the vibrant energy
of its festivals and celebrations, a kaleidoscope of colors and traditions that reflect Singapore's
cultural diversity. Be captivated by Singapore's art and culture, from its vibrant street art to its
world-class museums and theaters. Immerse yourself in the symphony of languages spoken in
Singapore, a testament to its cosmopolitan nature. Embrace the warmth and hospitality of
Singaporeans, renowned for their friendliness and helpfulness. Whether you're a first-time visitor or
a returning traveler, this comprehensive guidebook will lead you on an unforgettable journey
through Singapore, unveiling its hidden gems and captivating stories. Prepare to be amazed by this
dynamic city-state, where innovation and tradition coexist in perfect harmony. If you like this book,
write a review on google books!
  tamil official language in singapore: Asian Migrants and Education Michael W. Charney,
Brenda Yeoh, Tong Chee Kiong, 2013-04-17 The contributors to this volume explore the close
relationship between education and the molding of modern immigrant societies through case studies
of either Asian migrants or Asian immigrant societies. This volume will be especially useful for
researchers, educators, and students intent on understanding some of the critical challenges faced
by a globalizing world.
  tamil official language in singapore: English Medium Instruction in Higher Education
in Asia-Pacific Ben Fenton-Smith, Pamela Humphreys, Ian Walkinshaw, 2017-03-19 This volume
draws together the viewpoints and research findings of leading scholars and informed local
practitioner-researchers throughout Asia-Pacific about the issues and challenges of English as a
medium of instruction (EMI) at higher education institutions in that region. Specifically, it addresses
four key themes: Macro-level EMI policy and practice; institutional implications for pedagogy;
stakeholder perceptions of EMI; and challenges of interpersonal interaction in EMI contexts. The
book is among the first to critically examine the emerging global phenomenon of English as a
medium of instruction, and the first title to exclusively explore Asia-Pacific tertiary contexts. It will
be of particular interest to policy-makers in international education and tertiary educators seeking
blueprints for practice, as well as scholars and postgraduate students of English as a lingua franca,
English for academic purposes, academic language and learning, and language education in
Asia-Pacific.



  tamil official language in singapore: The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages Ceil Lucas,
2001-10-04 This is an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to
sign languages and deaf communities. Clearly organised, it brings together a team of leading
experts in sign linguistics to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation,
multilingualism, bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning.
The book examines how sign languages are distributed around the world; what occurs when they
come in contact with spoken and written languages; and how signers use them in a variety of
situations. Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a
comprehensive review of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and
helpful exercises. The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages will be welcomed by students in deaf
studies, linguistics and interpreter training, as well as spoken language researchers, and
researchers and teachers of sign language.
  tamil official language in singapore: Tamil language guide for travelers YouGuide Ltd,
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