tapeworm for cats medicine

tapeworm for cats medicine is an essential topic for pet owners concerned
about their feline companions’ health and well-being. Tapeworm infections are
a common parasitic issue in cats, which if left untreated, can lead to
discomfort and more serious health complications. This article explores the
types of tapeworms that affect cats, the symptoms to watch for, and the most
effective medicines available to treat and prevent these infections.
Understanding the proper use of tapeworm for cats medicine, including dosages
and safety considerations, ensures responsible pet care. Additionally,
insights into natural remedies and preventive measures provide a
comprehensive overview for cat owners seeking the best treatment options. The
following sections will guide readers through everything necessary to manage
tapeworm infections effectively and maintain optimal feline health.

e Understanding Tapeworm Infections in Cats

e Common Tapeworm Medicines for Cats

e Administration and Dosage Guidelines

e Safety and Side Effects of Tapeworm Medicines
e Preventing Tapeworm Infections

e Natural and Alternative Treatments

Understanding Tapeworm Infections in Cats

Tapeworm infections in cats are caused primarily by parasitic flatworms
belonging to the family Taeniidae. The most common species affecting cats is
Dipylidium caninum, which is typically transmitted through ingestion of
infected fleas. Other tapeworm species can also infect cats, often through
the consumption of small rodents or birds carrying larvae. Recognizing the
lifecycle and transmission methods of tapeworms is crucial for effective
treatment and prevention.

Signs and Symptoms of Tapeworms in Cats

Identifying tapeworm infections early is important for timely intervention.
Common signs include the presence of small, white, rice-like segments around
the cat’s anus or in its feces. Cats may also exhibit itching or irritation



near the tail base due to the segments’ movement. Other symptoms can include
weight loss, vomiting, and mild diarrhea, although some cats remain
asymptomatic. Regular veterinary check-ups and stool examinations are advised
for accurate diagnosis.

Transmission and Lifecycle

The lifecycle of tapeworms involves intermediate hosts, most commonly fleas.
Cats become infected when they groom themselves and accidentally ingest an
infected flea. Inside the cat’s intestines, the tapeworm matures and produces
segments filled with eggs, which are then passed in the feces. Understanding
this lifecycle helps in targeting both the parasite and its vectors during
treatment.

Common Tapeworm Medicines for Cats

Effective tapeworm for cats medicine includes a variety of anthelmintic drugs
designed to eliminate the parasite efficiently. These medications target the
tapeworm’s ability to absorb nutrients, causing it to detach and be expelled
from the cat’s gastrointestinal system. Some medicines also interfere with
the parasite’s nervous system, leading to its death.

Praziquantel

Praziquantel is one of the most widely used and effective tapeworm medicines
for cats. It works by causing severe spasms and paralysis of the tapeworms,
which results in their disintegration and removal from the intestines.
Praziquantel is available in various forms, including tablets, injectables,
and topical solutions, providing flexible administration options for
veterinarians and cat owners.

Epsiprantel

Epsiprantel is another anthelmintic used specifically for tapeworm treatment
in cats. It shares a similar mechanism of action with praziquantel but is
sometimes preferred for its safety profile. Epsiprantel is typically
administered orally and is effective against common tapeworm species found in
cats.



Other Medications

In some cases, combination dewormers that target multiple types of intestinal
parasites, including tapeworms, are recommended. These may include
medications containing praziquantel combined with other antiparasitic agents
like pyrantel or febantel, providing broader protection against various
worms.

Administration and Dosage Guidelines

Proper administration and dosage of tapeworm for cats medicine are critical
to successful treatment. Dosage varies based on the cat’s weight, age, and
health status, and following veterinary guidance ensures safety and efficacy.
Medications may be given orally, topically, or by injection depending on the
formulation.

Oral Tablets and Chewables

Oral tablets or chewables are commonly prescribed and should be given with or
without food as instructed. It is important to ensure the cat swallows the
medication completely. For cats that are difficult to medicate, crushing
tablets and mixing them with food may be an option, but this should be
confirmed with a veterinarian.

Topical Treatments

Topical formulations are applied directly to the cat’s skin, usually between
the shoulder blades. These treatments not only eliminate tapeworms but can
also provide control over fleas, which are vectors for tapeworm transmission.
Following the recommended application schedule is essential for continued
protection.

Injection Protocols

Injectable praziquantel is typically administered by a veterinarian and may
be used in cases requiring rapid and effective parasite elimination. This
method ensures precise dosing and is often preferred for cats that cannot
tolerate oral medications.



Safety and Side Effects of Tapeworm Medicines

Tapeworm for cats medicine is generally safe when used as directed, but
awareness of potential side effects and precautions is important. Most cats
tolerate these medications well, but some may experience mild reactions.

Common Side Effects

Side effects are usually minimal and transient, including:

Vomiting

Diarrhea

Lethargy

Loss of appetite

If any severe or persistent symptoms occur, veterinary consultation is
advised immediately.

Precautions and Contraindications

Certain cats, especially kittens under a specific age or those with pre-
existing health conditions, may require adjusted dosages or alternative
treatments. Pregnant or nursing cats should only receive medications under
veterinary supervision to avoid risks to offspring.

Preventing Tapeworm Infections

Preventing tapeworm infections is as important as treatment. Since fleas are
the primary carriers, controlling flea infestations on cats and in their
environment is a key preventive strategy.

Flea Control Measures

Implementing comprehensive flea control involves:



Regular use of veterinarian-recommended flea preventatives

Cleaning and vacuuming living areas frequently

Washing bedding and pet accessories regularly

Maintaining outdoor areas to reduce flea habitats

Regular Deworming Schedule

Establishing a routine deworming schedule based on veterinary advice helps
keep tapeworms and other intestinal parasites at bay. This schedule may vary
depending on the cat’s lifestyle, exposure risk, and health status.

Natural and Alternative Treatments

Some cat owners explore natural or alternative remedies for tapeworm control
alongside or instead of conventional medicines. While these methods may
support overall health, they should never replace veterinary-approved
treatments without professional guidance.

Herbal Supplements

Certain herbal supplements claim antiparasitic properties, such as pumpkin
seeds, garlic, and diatomaceous earth. However, their effectiveness against
tapeworms in cats is not scientifically proven, and inappropriate use can be
harmful. Consultation with a veterinarian is necessary before introducing any
herbal products.

Dietary Considerations

A balanced diet that supports the cat’s immune system can aid in resistance
to parasitic infections. Ensuring proper nutrition, hydration, and overall
wellness contributes to better outcomes during and after treatment.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the most effective medicine for tapeworms in
cats?

Praziquantel is considered the most effective medicine for treating tapeworms
in cats. It works by causing the tapeworms to dissolve within the cat's
intestines.

How often should I give tapeworm medicine to my cat?

Typically, tapeworm medication is given as a single dose, but your
veterinarian may recommend follow-up treatments depending on the severity of
the infestation and your cat's health.

Are tapeworm medicines safe for kittens?

Many tapeworm medications are safe for kittens, but it is important to
consult your veterinarian for the appropriate dosage and product suitable for
your kitten's age and weight.

Can I buy tapeworm medicine for cats over the
counter?

Yes, some tapeworm treatments for cats are available over the counter, but it
is best to consult a veterinarian to ensure proper diagnosis and treatment.

What are the common side effects of tapeworm
medicine in cats?

Side effects are rare but may include vomiting, diarrhea, or lethargy. If you
notice any adverse reactions, contact your veterinarian immediately.

How do cats get tapeworms and how can medicine help?

Cats usually get tapeworms by ingesting infected fleas or rodents. Tapeworm
medicine eliminates the parasites from the intestines, helping to restore
your cat's health.

Can tapeworm medicine prevent future infections in
cats?
Tapeworm medicine treats existing infections but does not prevent future

ones. Preventative measures such as flea control and regular veterinary
check-ups are essential to reduce the risk of reinfection.



Additional Resources

1. Tapeworm Treatments for Cats: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at the various medications and treatment
options available for tapeworm infections in cats. It covers the causes,
symptoms, and prevention strategies while providing detailed instructions on
administering different types of medicines. Ideal for pet owners and
veterinary students alike, it balances scientific information with practical
advice.

2. Understanding Feline Tapeworms: Diagnosis and Medication

Focused on the medical aspects of tapeworm infestations, this title explains
how veterinarians diagnose tapeworms in cats and the pharmacological
treatments used. It discusses the effectiveness and side effects of common
anti-parasitic drugs, helping readers make informed decisions about their
cat’s health.

3. Safe and Effective Tapeworm Remedies for Your Cat

This book provides a user-friendly guide to safe treatment methods for
tapeworms, emphasizing natural and pharmaceutical options. It highlights how
to recognize tapeworm symptoms early and offers advice on dosage, frequency,
and follow-up care to ensure full recovery.

4. Tapeworm Medications: What Every Cat Owner Should Know

Designed for cat owners, this book breaks down complex veterinary medicine
into understandable language, focusing on tapeworm medications. It includes
tips on selecting the right product, understanding ingredient lists, and
avoiding common mistakes during treatment.

5. Veterinary Perspectives on Tapeworm Control in Cats

Written by veterinary professionals, this book provides clinical insights
into tapeworm biology, life cycles, and resistance to medications. It also
discusses emerging treatments and best practices for controlling tapeworms in
both domestic and feral cat populations.

6. Natural Alternatives for Treating Tapeworms in Cats

For pet owners interested in holistic care, this book explores herbal and
natural remedies that may complement or replace conventional tapeworm
medicines. It evaluates the safety and efficacy of these alternatives and
includes case studies of successful treatments.

7. The Complete Owner’s Guide to Tapeworm Medicine for Cats

A step-by-step handbook for diagnosing, treating, and preventing tapeworm
infections, this guide covers everything from pharmacy options to home care.
It also provides advice on hygiene and environmental control to reduce the
risk of reinfestation.

8. Pharmacology of Anti-Tapeworm Drugs in Feline Medicine

Targeted at veterinary students and professionals, this textbook explains the
pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics of drugs used to treat tapeworms in
cats. It covers drug classifications, mechanisms of action, dosing protocols,



and potential drug interactions.

9. Managing Tapeworm Infections: A Practical Approach for Cat Owners

This practical guide offers clear instructions on recognizing tapeworm
symptoms and implementing effective treatment plans. It emphasizes the
importance of follow-up care and prevention techniques to keep cats healthy
and tapeworm-free.
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tapeworm for cats medicine: Feline Internal Medicine Secrets Michael R. Lappin,
2001-02-27 This book covers the breadth of feline diagnosis and management in the
textbook-in-question-and-answer format of The Secrets Series®. After years of being treated under
the basic medical model of the canine, feline medicine has reached greater prominence in the past
few years, and has become a hot topic in veterinary medicine, yielding several successful books.
Michael Lappin is one of the major names in modern feline medicine, and he has assembled a cast of
contributors featuring many of the major feline authorities in the U.S. Each chapter presents a brief
overview of, discusses the diagnostic plan, and then focuses on the key concepts for each topic.

tapeworm for cats medicine: Goldman's Cecil Medicine E-Book Lee Goldman, Andrew I.
Schafer, 2011-07-08 Stay on the cutting edge with the newly revised eBook of Goldman’s Cecil
Medicine, with over 400 updates personally selected by Dr. Lee Goldman and integrated directly
into each chapter. Since 1927, Goldman’s Cecil Medicine has been the world’s most influential
internal medicine resource and now in its 24th edition, continues to set the standard for all other
references of its kind. Edited by Lee Goldman, MD and Andrew I. Schafer, MD, this is quite simply
the fastest and best place to find all of the definitive, state-of-the-art clinical answers you need to
understand, diagnosis, or treat essentially anything you are going to encounter. At your fingertips,
you'll find authoritative, unbiased, evidence-based guidance on the evaluation and management of
every medical condition from a veritable Who's Who of modern medicine. Consult this title on your
favorite e-reader, conduct rapid searches, and adjust font sizes for optimal readability. Simplify
decision making with practical, well-organized, templated chapters that include evidence-ranked
references and algorithms to make clinically actionable information leap right off the page. Keep
current with the latest knowledge and evidence-based practices. Comprehensive updates throughout
include many brand-new and completely revamped chapters on topics like applications of molecular
technologies, infectious diseases, and cardiovascular techniques and treatments. Get all the
accuracy, expertise, and dependability you could ask for from Dr. Goldman and an editorial team
that is a veritable who's who of modern medicine including Jeffrey Drazen, MD, Editor-in-Chief of the
New England Journal of Medicine and new associate editor Wendy Levinson, MD, 2009-2010 Chair
of the Board of Directors of the American Board of Internal Medicine. Reference information more
quickly thanks to a new, streamlined format.

tapeworm for cats medicine: The Natural Cat Anitra Frazier, Norma Eckroate, 2008-11-25
The holistic bible for cat caregivers and a must-have gift for cat lovers—now updated and expanded.
The Natural Cat was one of the first books to advocate natural cat care when it was originally
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published in 1983. Now fully revised and expanded to address the many new discoveries in holistic
pet care, this updated edition includes: -A new introduction detailing the latest advances in holistic
care for cats -Updated statistics, new diet guidelines, and health care recommendations, including
the latest on vaccines -An updated resources section with suggestions for finding a holistic
veterinarian and advice on how to deal with conventional veterinarians -A complete overhaul of
language to reflect new attitudes toward caregiving Combined with classic and reliable advice on
grooming, neutering and spaying, common feline health problems, elder cat care, behavioral
problems, and emotional bonding, the latest information makes this edition of The Natural Cat the
only handbook pet owners will need to naturally nurture a happy, healthy cat.

tapeworm for cats medicine: Human-Animal Medicine - E-Book Peter M. Rabinowitz, Lisa A.
Conti, 2010-01-04 Human-Animal Medicine is an innovative reference exploring the unprecedented
convergence of human, animal, and environmental health, triggering global pandemics and
requiring new clinical paradigms. The One Health approach calls for greater communication and
cooperation between human health care providers, public health professionals, and veterinarians to
better address vital issues of emerging diseases and environmental change. This incredibly timely
book provides, for the first time, practical guidelines for One Health collaborations in a wide range
of clinical human-animal health issues, including the HIN1 virus, zoonotic diseases, the
human-animal bond, animal allergy, bites and stings, and animals as sentinels for toxic
environmental health hazards. - UNIQUE! For each condition, specific steps human health care
providers, veterinarians, and public health professionals must take to prevent and manage disease. -
UNIQUE! Comparative tables of disease signs, diagnosis and treatment in humans and animals for
easy reference. - UNIQUE! Guidelines to detect and improve environmental factors affecting the
health of humans and animals. - Occupational health guidelines for preventive care of animal
workers including veterinary personnel, farmers, pet store employees, and zoo workers. - Treatment
of emerging disease issues including zoonoses, HI1N1 virus, harmful algae blooms, and
animal-related pesticides - UNIQUE! Sample protocols facilitate professional communication
between veterinarians, human health clinicians, and public health professionals. - Legal and ethical
aspects of One Health that human health providers and veterinarians need to know.

tapeworm for cats medicine: Modern Medicine Sir William Osler, Thomas McCrae, 1914

tapeworm for cats medicine: The First-Aid Companion for Dogs & Cats Amy D. Shojai,
2001-02-07 Is there an animal doctor in the house? Most likely, the answer is no. And when an
accident or other emergency threatens your pet, every minute counts. Don't be unprepared! Open
The First-Aid Companion for Dogs and Cats by Amy D. Shojai and learn: * Basic first-aid techniques,
such as cleaning a wound, making a splint, and performing CPR--step-by-step! * Which
over-the-counter human medications can help--or harm--your dog or cat * What to keep in your pet's
medicine chest (many essential items are probably in your house already!) * How to quickly pinpoint
what's wrong with your pet, using the First-Aid Symptom Finder Plus, you'll discover a
comprehensive A-to-Z guide to more than 150 common--and not-so-common--injuries and conditions,
including: * Abscesses * Bites from Animals * Car Accidents * Choking * Gunshot Wounds *
Heatstroke * Hot Spots * Jellyfish Stings * Poisoning * Snakebites Each at-a-glance entry tells you
when to call the vet, which supplies or medications you'll need, what immediate action you should
take, and what you should do as follow-up care. By knowing what to do in an emergency and then
acting quickly and confidently to take the proper steps, you could save your pet's life. The next time
medical help is not quickly available, reach for The First-Aid Companion for Dogs and Cats. It's a pet
owner's second best friend.

tapeworm for cats medicine: Encyclopedia of Parasitology: A-M Heinz Mehlhorn, 2007-11-28
Knowledge in the field of parasitology must be kept at a high level and up to date in order to fight a
parasitosis as quickly and effectively as possible. The third edition of this, one of Springer’s
renowned and authoritative Major Reference Works, contributes to these goals in several ways.
First, the number of entries has been increased by about 30%. Secondly the content has been
improved even more by adding additional tables and figures. Thirdly, the extensive linking between



definitions and essays facilitates information within a minimum of time. More than 40 international
contributors, who are well known specialists in their fields, give a comprehensive review of all
parasites and therapeutic strategies in veterinarian and human parasitology.

tapeworm for cats medicine: Feline Internal Medicine , 1997

tapeworm for cats medicine: Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene , 1909 Includes
supplements.

tapeworm for cats medicine: Plumb's Veterinary Drug Handbook James A. Budde, Dawn
M. McCluskey, 2023-05-31 Plumb’sTM VETERINARY DRUG HANDBOOK Find drug dosages and
other critical information for prescribing drugs to animals quickly and efficiently in this fully
updated new edition of this must-have veterinary resource The Tenth Edition of Plumb’s®
Veterinary Drug Handbook updates the most comprehensive, detailed, and trusted source of drug
information relevant to veterinary medicine. Covering dosages, drug interactions, adverse effects,
and contraindications, among other key drug details, this bestselling book is a must for practicing
veterinarians and anyone requiring reliable information on the use of drugs in animals. Designed for
ease of use, the book surveys an exhaustive list of drugs with applications for a wide variety of
species, including dogs, cats, birds, small mammals, and farm animals. This edition includes updates
to all 738 drug monographs and adds 30 new monographs, including 9 new insulin monographs, to
its exhaustive coverage of drugs used in the care of animals. This new edition: Provides an
extensively reviewed and updated version of the must-have veterinary drug reference Includes 30
new drug monographs, including 9 new insulin monographs Updates all 738 drug monographs, with
robust citing of new information Covers a wide variety of species, including dogs, cats, birds, small
mammals, and farm animals Presents detailed dosing information for an exhaustive list of drugs
used in animals Plumb’s® exhaustive coverage of drugs relevant to the veterinary field makes this
book an essential reference for veterinarians, veterinary technicians, veterinary pharmacologists,
pharmacists with veterinary patients, and libraries that serve these groups.
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tapeworm for cats medicine: The American Illustrated Medical Dictionary , 1922

tapeworm for cats medicine: Dorland's Illustrated Medical Dictionary, 1925

tapeworm for cats medicine: Textbook of Veterinary Internal Medicine - eBook Stephen
J. Ettinger, Edward C. Feldman, 2010-02-02 Now in its 7th edition, this popular, must-have text
remains the only encyclopedic resource for veterinary internal medical problems. The internationally
acclaimed gold standard offers unparalleled coverage of pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment
of diseases affecting dogs and cats, as well as the latest information on the genome, clinical
genomics, euthanasia, innocent heart murmurs, hyperbaric medicine, home prepared and raw diets,
obesity, botulism, artificial pacing of the heart, cancer vaccines, and more. The 7th edition combines
the convenience of a two-volume printed textbook with the enhanced functionality of an Expert
Consult website that enables you to electronically search your entire book and study more
efficiently. With instant access to the most reliable information available, you’ll always be at the
forefront of veterinary care! Fully searchable online text provides fast, easy access to the most
reliable information in the field. More than 150 clinical algorithms throughout the text aid in
disease-identification and decision-making. Expanded online chapter content enhances your
understanding through additional text, illustrations, tables, and boxes. Hyperlinked client
information sheets streamline reference of specific conditions and enhance communication with
clients. Extensive online reference list directs you to full-text PubMed abstracts for additional
research. Thoroughly updated and expanded content, including 90 new chapters, addresses the
latest developments across the full spectrum of small animal care. Companion Expert Consult
website enhances your learning experience with the ability to search the entire electronic text
instantly, make notes, and highlight content for easy review. Expert Consult also gives you instant
access to: More than 150 procedural videos that guide you step-by-step through essential
procedures. An interactive drug formulary that makes it easier to find and cross-reference key drug
information. Audio files that help you identify heart abnormalities by their sound.



tapeworm for cats medicine: Goldman-Cecil Medicine E-Book Lee Goldman, Andrew I.
Schafer, 2015-04-21 Since 1927, Goldman-Cecil Medicine has been the world’s most influential
internal medicine resource. In the ground-breaking 25th edition, your original purchase ensures you
will be up-to-date without the need for a subscription. Through the new, more powerful Expert
Consult eBook platform, this living text provides continuous updates that will integrate the latest
research, guidelines, and treatments into each chapter, ensuring that the content is as current as
the day this edition was first published. Goldman-Cecil Medicine offers definitive, unbiased guidance
on the evaluation and management of every medical condition, presented by a veritable Who's Who
of modern medicine. A practical, straightforward style; templated organization; evidence-based
references; and robust interactive content combine to make this dynamic resource quite simply the
fastest and best place to find all of the authoritative, state-of-the-art clinical answers you need.
Expert Consult eBook version included with print purchase: Access continuous updates from Editor
Lee Goldman, MD, who thoroughly reviews internal medicine and specialty journals, updating online
content to reflect the latest guidelines and translating that evidence into treatment. Interactive Q&A
section features over 1,500 board-style questions and answers to aid in preparing for certification or
recertification exams. Outstanding supplementary tools include figures, tables, videos, heart and
lung sounds, treatment and management algorithms, fully integrated references, and thousands of
illustrations and full-color photos. Search all of the text, figures, supplementary material, and
references from the book on a variety of devices and at no additional cost — Expert Consult access is
included with this title! Practical, bulleted, highly templated text with easy-to-use features including
flow charts and treatment boxes. New chapters on global health, cancer biology and genetics, and
the human microbiome in health and disease keep you on the cutting edge of medicine. Today's most
current evidence-based medicine guidelines help you form a definitive diagnosis and create the best
treatment plans possible. Focused coverage of the latest developments in biology includes the
specifics of current diagnosis, therapy, and medication doses. The reference of choice for every
stage of your career! Goldman-Cecil Medicine is an ideal learning tool for residents, physicians, and
students as well as a valuable go-to resource for experienced healthcare professionals.
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tapeworm for cats medicine: Hunter's Tropical Medicine and Emerging Infectious Diseases
E-Book Edward T Ryan, David R Hill, Tom Solomon, Naomi Aronson, Timothy P Endy, 2019-03-25
New emerging diseases, new diagnostic modalities for resource-poor settings, new vaccine
schedules ... all significant, recent developments in the fast-changing field of tropical medicine.
Hunter's Tropical Medicine and Emerging Infectious Diseases, 10th Edition, keeps you up to date
with everything from infectious diseases and environmental issues through poisoning and toxicology,
animal injuries, and nutritional and micronutrient deficiencies that result from traveling to tropical
or subtropical regions. This comprehensive resource provides authoritative clinical guidance, useful
statistics, and chapters covering organs, skills, and services, as well as traditional pathogen-based
content. You'll get a full understanding of how to recognize and treat these unique health issues, no
matter how widespread or difficult to control. - Includes important updates on malaria,
leishmaniasis, tuberculosis and HIV, as well as coverage of Ebola, Zika virus, Chikungunya, and
other emerging pathogens. - Provides new vaccine schedules and information on implementation. -
Features five all-new chapters: Neglected Tropical Diseases: Public Health Control Programs and
Mass Drug Administration; Health System and Health Care Delivery; Zika; Medical Entomology; and
Vector Control - as well as 250 new images throughout. - Presents the common characteristics and
methods of transmission for each tropical disease, as well as the applicable diagnosis, treatment,
control, and disease prevention techniques. - Contains skills-based chapters such as dentistry,




neonatal pediatrics and ICMI, and surgery in the tropics, and service-based chapters such as
transfusion in resource-poor settings, microbiology, and imaging. - Discusses maladies such as
delusional parasitosis that are often seen in returning travelers, including those making
international adoptions, transplant patients, medical tourists, and more. - Enhanced eBook version
included with purchase, which allows you to access all of the text, figures, and references from the
book on a variety of devices.
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