tang dynasty horse reproduction

tang dynasty horse reproduction played a critical role in the flourishing of
Tang China between the 7th and 10th centuries. Horses were not only vital for
military campaigns but also symbolized power, prestige, and economic strength
during this period. The Tang dynasty invested heavily in improving horse
breeds and managing equine reproduction to enhance qualities such as speed,
endurance, and size. Understanding the methods and practices surrounding tang
dynasty horse reproduction reveals much about their agricultural
advancements, trade relationships, and military strategies. This article
explores the breeding techniques, genetic lineage, and the cultural
significance of horses during the Tang dynasty, alongside the impact of
imported breeds on local horse reproduction. A detailed examination of horse
husbandry, selection criteria, and the societal role of horses will also be
provided.

Historical Context of Tang Dynasty Horse Breeding

Breeding Practices and Reproduction Techniques

Influence of Foreign Horse Breeds

Role of Horses in Tang Dynasty Society and Military

Genetic Legacy and Impact on Future Breeds

Historical Context of Tang Dynasty Horse
Breeding

The Tang dynasty (618-907 AD) marked a golden age for Chinese civilization,
characterized by territorial expansion, cultural exchange, and economic
prosperity. Horses were indispensable assets, especially for the cavalry and
transportation across the vast empire. The Tang rulers recognized the
importance of improving horse populations through controlled reproduction,
which involved selective breeding and stud management. The dynasty inherited
equine breeding knowledge from previous periods but also introduced
innovations that enhanced the quality of horses. The breeding programs were
closely linked to the state’s military ambitions and economic policies,
establishing imperial horse farms and stud stations across the empire.

Significance of Horses in Tang China

Horses were symbols of status and power, not just tools of war. They



facilitated communication via the postal system and contributed to trade
along the Silk Road. The Tang government’s emphasis on horse reproduction
reflected their strategic importance, with high-quality horses often reserved
for elite cavalry units. The breeding of horses was therefore a matter of
national security and prestige.

Imperial Horse Farms and Stud Management

The Tang dynasty established imperial horse farms to oversee breeding and
care for prized stallions and mares. These farms implemented systematic
approaches to reproduction, including controlled mating and record-keeping.
The presence of such organized facilities underscores the dynasty’s
commitment to advancing equine genetics and ensuring a continuous supply of
superior horses for military and ceremonial use.

Breeding Practices and Reproduction Techniques

Reproduction practices during the Tang dynasty combined traditional knowledge
with emerging veterinary expertise to optimize horse breeding outcomes.
Selective breeding focused on enhancing desirable traits such as speed,
stamina, and size. Breeders closely monitored the health and fertility of
mares and stallions, employing techniques to maximize reproductive success.

Selection Criteria for Breeding Horses

Breeders prioritized horses exhibiting superior physical characteristics and
temperament. Stallions with proven endurance and agility were paired with
mares of strong lineage to produce offspring capable of meeting the demands
of military service. The evaluation of conformation, gait, and vitality
played a crucial role in breeding decisions.

Reproductive Management and Veterinary Care

The Tang dynasty made advancements in veterinary science, which contributed
to improved equine reproduction. Techniques for managing mating cycles,
pregnancy, and foaling were refined to reduce mortality and increase the
health of foals. Additionally, nutritional management of breeding stock was
an integral part of ensuring successful reproduction.

Common Breeding Methods

e Controlled natural mating to ensure selective pairing

e Monitoring of mare estrus cycles for optimal timing



e Use of stallion rotation to maintain genetic diversity

e Careful weaning and training of young horses to promote development

Influence of Foreign Horse Breeds

The Tang dynasty was notable for its cosmopolitan culture and extensive trade
networks, which facilitated the introduction of foreign horse breeds into
China. These imported horses played a significant role in the genetic
enhancement of local equine populations, influencing tang dynasty horse
reproduction practices.

Central Asian and Steppe Horses

Horses from Central Asia and the Eurasian Steppe were highly prized for their
speed and endurance. The Tang dynasty imported these breeds through
diplomatic exchanges and trade along the Silk Road. These horses were often
crossbred with native stock to improve cavalry mounts and breeding lines.

Impact on Local Breeding Programs

The infusion of foreign bloodlines diversified the gene pool and introduced
new traits, such as increased size and stamina. This hybridization led to the
development of improved horse breeds that supported the Tang military’s rapid
expansion and enhanced the empire’s communication networks.

Role of Horses in Tang Dynasty Society and
Military

Horses were integral to both civilian and military life during the Tang
dynasty. Their reproduction was closely managed to meet the demands of
warfare, transportation, agriculture, and ceremonial functions. Understanding
the societal role of horses sheds light on why tang dynasty horse
reproduction was so meticulously organized.

Military Cavalry and Mounted Archery

The Tang military relied heavily on cavalry units that required fast, strong,
and resilient horses. Effective horse reproduction ensured a steady supply of
mounts capable of supporting mounted archers and heavy cavalry. This directly
influenced the dynasty’s military successes and territorial control.



Economic and Cultural Functions

Beyond warfare, horses facilitated trade, postal relay systems, and
agricultural work. They were also featured in art, poetry, and court
ceremonies, symbolizing imperial authority and cultural refinement. The
management of horse reproduction was therefore intertwined with multiple
facets of Tang society.

Genetic Legacy and Impact on Future Breeds

The breeding practices and reproductive management during the Tang dynasty
left a lasting genetic legacy that influenced subsequent Chinese horse
breeds. The dynasty’s strategic efforts to improve horse quality through
selective reproduction helped establish foundational bloodlines that
persisted for centuries.

Long-Term Effects on Chinese Equine Breeds

The hybridization of native and foreign horses during the Tang period created
versatile breeds that combined speed, endurance, and size. These traits were
passed down, impacting horse breeding in later dynasties, including the Song
and Yuan periods.

Preservation of Tang Dynasty Horse Lineage

Records and artistic depictions from the Tang era indicate the value placed
on specific horse lineages. Maintaining these bloodlines through careful
reproduction ensured the survival of prized genetic traits, which contributed
to the dynasty’s historical reputation for equine excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the significance of horse reproduction
during the Tang Dynasty?

Horse reproduction was crucial during the Tang Dynasty as horses were
essential for military strength, transportation, and trade, making breeding
programs important for maintaining strong and healthy horse populations.

How did the Tang Dynasty manage horse breeding
programs?

The Tang Dynasty implemented state-run horse farms and breeding centers,



using selective breeding techniques to improve horse quality for cavalry and
imperial use.

What breeds of horses were prominent in the Tang
Dynasty for reproduction?

The Tang Dynasty favored breeds like the Ferghana horse, known for its
strength and endurance, which was highly prized and often bred for military
purposes.

Did the Tang Dynasty have any specific practices to
enhance horse fertility?

Historical records suggest that the Tang Dynasty used dietary management,
veterinary care, and controlled mating seasons to enhance horse fertility and
reproduction success.

How did horse reproduction impact Tang Dynasty
military campaigns?

Effective horse reproduction ensured a steady supply of strong horses for
cavalry units, which was vital for the success of the Tang military in
expanding and defending the empire.

Were any cultural or religious beliefs associated
with horse reproduction in the Tang Dynasty?

Horses were often revered in Tang culture, with certain rituals and offerings
made to ensure the health and fertility of horses, reflecting their
importance to society and the state.

How did trade during the Tang Dynasty influence
horse breeding and reproduction?

Trade along the Silk Road facilitated the exchange of horse breeds and
breeding knowledge, allowing the Tang Dynasty to improve their horse stock
through crossbreeding with superior foreign horses.

What role did imperial horses play in Tang Dynasty
reproduction efforts?

Imperial horses were carefully bred and maintained as elite stock, serving as
the foundation for breeding programs aimed at producing high-quality horses
for the emperor and military.



Are there any surviving historical texts from the
Tang Dynasty that discuss horse reproduction?

Yes, some Tang-era texts, including agricultural manuals and military
records, contain references to horse breeding practices and the importance of
horse reproduction for the empire's stability.

Additional Resources

1. Equine Breeding Practices during the Tang Dynasty

This book explores the methods and traditions of horse reproduction in the
Tang Dynasty, highlighting the selective breeding techniques used to enhance
stamina and speed. It draws on historical texts and archaeological findings
to present a comprehensive overview of equine husbandry. The author examines
the cultural and economic significance of horse breeding in Tang society.

2. The Role of Horses in Tang Dynasty Agriculture and Warfare

Focusing on the importance of horses bred during the Tang period, this book
discusses how reproductive strategies contributed to the development of
robust warhorses and work animals. It details the breeding programs
implemented by imperial stables and their impact on military campaigns. The
book also covers the care and management of mares and stallions.

3. Genetics and Lineage: Tracing Tang Dynasty Horse Bloodlines

This scholarly work delves into the genealogy of horses bred in the Tang
Dynasty, utilizing genetic studies and historical records. It investigates
how lineage was maintained and controlled to preserve desirable traits such
as speed, endurance, and temperament. The book provides insights into early
Chinese understanding of heredity and animal breeding.

4. Imperial Stud Farms of the Tang Dynasty: Management and Breeding

Detailing the organization and operation of imperial stud farms, this book
offers a behind-the-scenes look at horse reproduction under the Tang
emperors. It discusses the selection of breeding stock, mating processes, and
the role of specialized breeders and veterinarians. The text highlights
innovations in reproductive technology of the era.

5. Symbolism and Significance of Horses in Tang Dynasty Reproductive Rituals
This volume examines the cultural and religious aspects of horse breeding,
focusing on rituals and ceremonies associated with reproduction. It explores
how horses were revered and the symbolic meanings attributed to their
breeding cycles. The author connects these practices to broader Tang
cosmology and beliefs.

6. Nutrition and Care for Breeding Horses in Tang China

Providing a detailed account of the dietary and health care practices for
mares and stallions, this book sheds light on how nutrition influenced
reproductive success. It reviews ancient texts and veterinary manuals that
guided horse caretakers. The book emphasizes the relationship between



environment, care, and breeding outcomes.

7. Comparative Study of Horse Reproduction: Tang Dynasty and Neighboring
Cultures

This comparative analysis contrasts Tang horse breeding techniques with those
of contemporary neighboring regions, such as Central Asia and Korea. It
highlights cross-cultural exchanges and the diffusion of reproductive
knowledge. The study offers a broader understanding of horse breeding in the
medieval world.

8. The Economics of Horse Breeding in the Tang Dynasty

Exploring the commercial aspects of horse reproduction, this book discusses
breeding as an economic enterprise. It looks at market demands, trade in
breeding stock, and the financial role of horses in Tang society. The author
also considers government policies regulating horse breeding and trade.

9. Advances in Veterinary Medicine and Their Impact on Tang Dynasty Horse
Reproduction

This work investigates the medical knowledge and treatments that supported
horse fertility and health during the Tang period. It covers common
reproductive ailments and the remedies prescribed by Tang veterinarians. The
book highlights the intersection of science and tradition in equine
reproductive care.
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tang dynasty horse reproduction: The History of Science and Technology in Sui, Tang
and Five Dynasties Li Shi, The book is the volume of “The History of Science and Technology in
Sui, Tang and Five Dynasties” among a series of books of “Deep into China Histories”. The earliest
known written records of the history of China date from as early as 1250 BC, from the Shang
dynasty (c. 1600-1046 BC) and the Bamboo Annals (296 BC) describe a Xia dynasty (c. 2070-1600
BC) before the Shang, but no writing is known from the period The Shang ruled in the Yellow River
valley, which is commonly held to be the cradle of Chinese civilization. However, Neolithic
civilizations originated at various cultural centers along both the Yellow River and Yangtze River.
These Yellow River and Yangtze civilizations arose millennia before the Shang. With thousands of
years of continuous history, China is one of the world's oldest civilizations, and is regarded as one of
the cradles of civilization.The Zhou dynasty (1046-256 BC) supplanted the Shang and introduced the
concept of the Mandate of Heaven to justify their rule. The central Zhou government began to
weaken due to external and internal pressures in the 8th century BC, and the country eventually
splintered into smaller states during the Spring and Autumn period. These states became
independent and warred with one another in the following Warring States period. Much of
traditional Chinese culture, literature and philosophy first developed during those troubled times.In


https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-705/pdf?ID=ikq47-3076&title=tang-dynasty-horse-reproduction.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-404/files?dataid=WPR27-3315&title=icivics-foreign-policy-and-diplomacy-answer-key.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-404/files?dataid=WPR27-3315&title=icivics-foreign-policy-and-diplomacy-answer-key.pdf

221 BC Qin Shi Huang conquered the various warring states and created for himself the title of
Huangdi or emperor of the Qin, marking the beginning of imperial China. However, the oppressive
government fell soon after his death, and was supplanted by the longer-lived Han dynasty (206 BC -
220 AD). Successive dynasties developed bureaucratic systems that enabled the emperor to control
vast territories directly. In the 21 centuries from 206 BC until AD 1912, routine administrative tasks
were handled by a special elite of scholar-officials. Young men, well-versed in calligraphy, history,
literature, and philosophy, were carefully selected through difficult government examinations.
China's last dynasty was the Qing (1644-1912), which was replaced by the Republic of China in
1912, and in the mainland by the People's Republic of China in 1949.Chinese history has alternated
between periods of political unity and peace, and periods of war and failed statehood - the most
recent being the Chinese Civil War (1927-1949). China was occasionally dominated by steppe
peoples, most of whom were eventually assimilated into the Han Chinese culture and population.
Between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism, Chinese dynasties have ruled parts or all of
China; in some eras control stretched as far as Xinjiang and Tibet, as at present. Traditional culture,
and influences from other parts of Asia and the Western world (carried by waves of immigration,
cultural assimilation, expansion, and foreign contact), form the basis of the modern culture of China.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Chinese Agricultural History Zhi Dao, The book provides
highlights on the key concepts and trends of evolution in Chinese Agricultural History, as one of the
series of books of “China Classified Histories”.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Echoing Hooves: Studies on Horses and Their Effects
on Medieval Societies , 2022-07-04 Saying that horses shaped the medieval world - and the way
we see it today - is hardly an exaggeration. Why else do we imagine a medieval knight - or a
nomadic warrior - on horseback? Why do we use such metaphors as “unbridled” or “bearing a yoke”
in our daily language? Studies of medieval horses and horsemanship are increasingly popular, but
they often focus on a single aspect of equestrianism or a single culture. In this book, you will find
information about both elite and humble working equines, about the ideology and practicalities of
medieval horsemanship across different countries, from Iceland to China. Contributors are Gloria
Allaire, Luise Borek, Gail Brownrigg, Agnes Carayon, Gavina Cherchi, John C. Ford, Lois Forster,
Jurg Gassmann, Rebecca Henderson, Anna-Lena Lange, Romain Lefebvre, Rena Maguire, Ana Maria
S. A. Rodrigues, and Alexia-Foteini Stamouli.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Rise of the Tang Dynasty Julian Romane, 2020-01-31 Julian
Romane examines the military events behind the emergence of the Sui and Tang dynasties in the
period 581-626 AD. Narrating the campaigns and battles, he analyses in detail the strategy and
tactics employed, a central theme being the collision of the steppe cavalry with Chinese infantry
armies.By the fourth century AD, horse nomads had seized northern China. Conflict with these
Turkic interlopers continued throughout the 5th and most of the 6th century. The emergence of the
Sui dynasty (581-618) brought some progress but internal weakness led to their rapid collapse. The
succeeding House of Tang, however, provided the necessary stability and leadership to underpin
military success. This was largely the achievement of Li Shimin, who later became the second Tang
Emperor. By the start of Li Shimins reign as Emperor Tang Taizong, effective military organizations
had been developed and China reunified. His military campaigns are examples of tactical and
strategic virtuosity that demonstrate the application of the distinctive Chinese way of war
expounded in Chinese military manuals, including Li Shimins own writings.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Equine Locomotion Willem Back, Hilary M. Clayton,
2013-06-06 The first edition of Equine Locomotion has established itself as the book in the equine
literature that discusses all aspects of equine locomotion and gait analysis, written by an
international team of editors and contributors.The new edition continues this trend and gives the
reader a complete picture of the horse in motion, at the same time including many recent findings in
this area. The book begins with a history of man's association with the horse and then continues to
discuss with comprehensive descriptions of the present state of knowledge beginning with the
initiation of gait and ending with the more scientific area of computer modeling. In the new edition,



the list of contributors continues to comprise of authors who are acknowledged experts in their
subject areas and includes many new illustrations.*international team of editors and contributors,
with leading experts from the USA, the Netherlands, Sweden and France (all centres of excellence
for the study of equine locomotion)+editors are from two of the worlds leading locomotion centres -
Utrecht and Michiganehighly illustrated with nearly 500 detailed line drawings and
illustrationsecovers all you will ever need to know about equine locomotion, gait analysis and much
more*international team of editors and contributors, with leading experts from the USA, the
Netherlands, Sweden and France (all centres of excellence for the study of equine
locomotion)eeditors are from two of the worlds leading locomotion centres - Utrecht and
Michiganehighly illustrated with nearly 500 detailed line drawings and illustrationsecovers all you
will ever need to know about equine locomotion, gait analysis and much more

tang dynasty horse reproduction: The Dragon and the Foreign Devils Harry Gelber,
2011-04-05 China is the most exciting rising power in the world today. The fact that China may be
the next superpower attracts endless interest from all quarters-yet China is still utterly inscrutable
to most outsiders. In The Dragon and the Foreign Devils, Harry Gelber illuminates China's present
by looking at the broad sweep of foreign relations in its past. From the incursions by the steppe
horsemen and the Mongol conquests to the first arrival of European travelers, foreign fascination
with China has followed certain patterns: curiosity, admiration, and greed for trade or territory. But,
as China gradually rises from the turbulence in the wake of Mao Zedong to the economic growth and
political stability of the twenty-first century, the dynamic between East and West has slowly shifted.
Essential reading for anyone interested in China and its evolving relations with foreigners, The
Dragon and the Foreign Devils breaks down the walls between East and West and shines a light on
the recurring cycles of Chinese history.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Illustrated Book Of Traditional Chinese Sport Qilin Sun,
Lijuan Mao, Chongshen Li, 2023-10-06 Through the use of archaeology, anthropology, sociology, and
iconography, this book utilizes a multidisciplinary approach to research Chinese sports. A unique
aspect of this book is that it documents the history and culture of Chinese sports through relics of
mythology, rock paintings, painted pottery, oracle bones, bronzes, tomb bricks, paintings, porcelain,
copper mirrors, and ancient books and literature. Through illustrations and text, the book traces the
origin, development, evolution, and dissemination of ancient Chinese sports through various
historical periods.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: The Customs History in Remote Antiquity Period and The
Three Dynasties (Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasty) Li Shi, The book is the volume of “The Customs
History in Remote Antiquity Period and The Three Dynasties (Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasty)” among
a series of books of “Deep into China Histories”. The earliest known written records of the history of
China date from as early as 1250 BC, from the Shang dynasty (c. 1600-1046 BC) and the Bamboo
Annals (296 BC) describe a Xia dynasty (c. 2070-1600 BC) before the Shang, but no writing is known
from the period The Shang ruled in the Yellow River valley, which is commonly held to be the cradle
of Chinese civilization. However, Neolithic civilizations originated at various cultural centers along
both the Yellow River and Yangtze River. These Yellow River and Yangtze civilizations arose
millennia before the Shang. With thousands of years of continuous history, China is one of the
world's oldest civilizations, and is regarded as one of the cradles of civilization.The Zhou dynasty
(1046-256 BC) supplanted the Shang and introduced the concept of the Mandate of Heaven to
justify their rule. The central Zhou government began to weaken due to external and internal
pressures in the 8th century BC, and the country eventually splintered into smaller states during the
Spring and Autumn period. These states became independent and warred with one another in the
following Warring States period. Much of traditional Chinese culture, literature and philosophy first
developed during those troubled times.In 221 BC Qin Shi Huang conquered the various warring
states and created for himself the title of Huangdi or emperor of the Qin, marking the beginning of
imperial China. However, the oppressive government fell soon after his death, and was supplanted
by the longer-lived Han dynasty (206 BC - 220 AD). Successive dynasties developed bureaucratic




systems that enabled the emperor to control vast territories directly. In the 21 centuries from 206
BC until AD 1912, routine administrative tasks were handled by a special elite of scholar-officials.
Young men, well-versed in calligraphy, history, literature, and philosophy, were carefully selected
through difficult government examinations. China's last dynasty was the Qing (1644-1912), which
was replaced by the Republic of China in 1912, and in the mainland by the People's Republic of
China in 1949.Chinese history has alternated between periods of political unity and peace, and
periods of war and failed statehood - the most recent being the Chinese Civil War (1927-1949).
China was occasionally dominated by steppe peoples, most of whom were eventually assimilated into
the Han Chinese culture and population. Between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism,
Chinese dynasties have ruled parts or all of China; in some eras control stretched as far as Xinjiang
and Tibet, as at present. Traditional culture, and influences from other parts of Asia and the Western
world (carried by waves of immigration, cultural assimilation, expansion, and foreign contact), form
the basis of the modern culture of China.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Eurasian Empires in Antiquity and the Early Middle
Ages Hyun Jin Kim, Frederik Juliaan Vervaet, Selim Ferruh Adali, 2017-10-05 The great empires of
the vast Eurasian continent have captured the imagination of many. Awe-inspiring names such as
ancient Rome, Han and Tang China, Persia, Assyria, the Huns, the Kushans and the Franks have
been the subject of countless scholarly books and works of literature. However, very rarely, if at all,
have these vast pre-industrial empires been studied holistically from a comparative, interdisciplinary
and above all Eurasian perspective. This collection of studies examines the history, literature and
archaeology of these empires and others thus far treated separately as a single inter-connected
subject of inquiry. It highlights in particular the critical role of Inner Asian empires and peoples in
facilitating contacts and exchange across the Eurasian continent in antiquity and the early Middle
Ages.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: The Legend of Mawangdui Dongxia Zhang, 2007 The
book contacts ancients from the nearest distance and reveals the secrets buried in the past by
digging layers of dust. With abundant precious cultural relics, unusual historical documents and the
help of authoritative archaeologists, the book tells not only adventures of archaeological excavation
but also splendid historical stories.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: A History of Horse Breeding Daphne Machin Goodall,
1977

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Creation and Separation Xiugin Zhou, 2024-12-31 Tang
Taizong (Li Shimin), 2nd emperor of the Tang dynasty, commissioned six statues of his favorite
warhorses to be carved in stone and serve as part of his political legacy at his mausoleum, Zhao
Ling. This book traces the history and significance of these statues, from their creation in
7th-century China, through their removal from the mausoleum in the early 20th c., when two made
their way to the United States antiquities market through the dealer C.T. Loo, and ultimately to the
Penn Museum. Their time on the art market and subsequent stewardship by the Penn Museum are
also explored. Contemporaneous sources and archival records reconstruct the roles of different
people, Chinese and Westerners, in the sale of and competition for these stone horses. While
underlining their exceptional significance and reconstructing the historical path they traversed, this
work serves to bridge the gaps in the shared knowledge of the historical facts pertaining to these
horse reliefs and build a common foundation for intercultural dialogue and cooperation surrounding
cultural heritage preservation and changing museum practice.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Raiders, Rulers, and Traders David Chaffetz, 2024-07-30
An Economist Best Book of the Year A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice “A thrilling trip
through 2,000 years in the rise of empires.” —Robert Sullivan, New York Times Book Review A
captivating history of civilization that reveals the central role of the horse in culture, commerce, and
conquest. No animal is so entangled in human history as the horse. The thread starts in prehistory,
with a slight, shy animal, hunted for food. Domesticating the horse allowed early humans to settle
the vast Eurasian steppe; later, their horses enabled new forms of warfare, encouraged



long-distance trade routes, and ended up acquiring deep cultural and religious significance. Over
time, horses came to power mighty empires in Iran, Afghanistan, China, India, and, later, Russia.
Genghis Khan and the thirteenth-century Mongols offer the most famous example, but from ancient
Assyria and Persia, to the seventeenth-century Mughals, to the high noon of colonialism in the early
twentieth century, horse breeding was indispensable to conquest and statecraft. Scholar of Asian
history David Chaffetz tells the story of how the horse made rulers, raiders, and traders
interchangeable, providing a novel explanation for the turbulent history of the “Silk Road,” which
might be better called the Horse Road. Drawing on recent research in fields including genetics and
forensic archeology, Chaffetz presents a lively history of the great horse empires that shaped
civilization.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Sui-Tang China and Its Turko-Mongol Neighbors Jonathan
Karam Skaff, 2012-08-06 A comparative history that reconsiders China's relations with the rest of
Eurasia, Sui-Tang China and Its Turko-Mongol Neighbors challenges the notion that inhabitants of
medieval China and Mongolia were irreconcilably different from each other.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Animals and Human Society in Asia Rotem Kowner, Guy
Bar-Oz, Michal Biran, Meir Shahar, Gideon Shelach-Lavi, 2019-11-06 This edited collection offers a
comprehensive overview of the different aspects of human-animal interactions in Asia throughout
history. With twelve thematically-arranged chapters, this book examines the diverse roles that
beasts, livestock, and fish — real and metaphorical- have played in Asian history, society, and
culture. Ranging from prehistory to the present day, the authors address a wealth of topics including
the domestication of animals, dietary practices and sacrifice, hunting, the use of animals in war, and
the representation of animals in literature and art. Providing a unique perspective on human
interaction with the environment, the volume is cross-disciplinary in its reach, offering enriching
insights to the fields of animal ethics, Asian studies, world history and more.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: The Silk Road - China and the Karakorum Highway
Jonathan Tucker, 2015-03-12 Stretching from the ancient Chinese capital of Xian across the
expanses of Central Asia to Rome, the Silk Road was, for 1,500 years, a vibrant network of arteries
that carried the lifeblood of nations across the world. Along a multitude of routes everything was
exchanged: exotic goods, art, knowledge, religion, philosophy, disease and war. From the East came
silk, precious stones, tea, jade, paper, porcelain, spices and cotton; from the West, horses, weapons,
wool and linen, aromatics, entertainers and exotic animals. From its earliest beginnings in the days
of Alexander the Great and the Han dynasty, the Silk Road expanded and evolved, reaching its peak
during the Tang dynasty and the Byzantine Empire and gradually withering away with the decline of
the Mongol Empire. In this beautifully illustrated book, which covers the China section of the Silk
Road - from Xian through Loulan, Korla, Turfan and Khotan to Kashgar and onwards to India -
Jonathan Tucker uses travellers' anecdotes and a wealth of literary and historical sources to
celebrate the cultural heritage of the countries that lie along the Silk Road and illuminate the lives of
those who once travelled through the very heart of the world.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: ][ University of Hong Kong. University Museum and Art
Gallery, 1996

tang dynasty horse reproduction: China's Crafts Roberta Helmer Stalberg, Ruth Nesi,
2022-05-17 This book, first published in 1981, provides a comprehensive appraisal of China’s crafts.
Its historical approach and numerous illustrations not only reveal the ancient origins of many of
China’s arts, but also offer the means for evaluating modern crafts in light of past achievements.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: Travel Guide of Famous Mountains in China Ni Hao, This
book is the volume of Famous Mountains in China among a series of travel guides (Travelling in
China). Its content is detailed and vivid.

tang dynasty horse reproduction: The World the Plague Made James Belich, 2024-06-25 A
groundbreaking history of how the Black Death unleashed revolutionary change across the medieval
world and ushered in the modern age In 1346, a catastrophic plague beset Europe and its
neighbours. The Black Death was a human tragedy that abruptly halved entire populations and



caused untold suffering, but it also brought about a cultural and economic renewal on a scale never
before witnessed. The World the Plague Made is a panoramic history of how the bubonic plague
revolutionized labour, trade, and technology and set the stage for Europe’s global expansion. James
Belich takes readers across centuries and continents to shed new light on one of history’s greatest
paradoxes. Why did Europe’s dramatic rise begin in the wake of the Black Death? Belich shows how
plague doubled the per capita endowment of everything even as it decimated the population. Many
more people had disposable incomes. Demand grew for silks, sugar, spices, furs, gold, and slaves.
Europe expanded to satisfy that demand—and plague provided the means. Labour scarcity drove
more use of waterpower, wind power, and gunpowder. Technologies like water-powered blast
furnaces, heavily gunned galleons, and musketry were fast-tracked by plague. A new “crew culture”
of “disposable males” emerged to man the guns and galleons. Setting the rise of Western Europe in
global context, Belich demonstrates how the mighty empires of the Middle East and Russia also
flourished after the plague, and how European expansion was deeply entangled with the Chinese
and other peoples throughout the world.
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