
taking in sign language

taking in sign language is a fundamental concept that plays a significant role in effective
communication within the Deaf and Hard of Hearing communities. Understanding how to express the
idea of “taking in” information, objects, or actions through sign language is essential for fluent
interaction and comprehension. This article explores the various ways “taking in” can be conveyed in
American Sign Language (ASL) and other sign languages, highlighting both the linguistic and cultural
nuances. It covers the specific signs, contextual uses, and tips for proper execution to ensure clarity
and accuracy. Additionally, the article discusses the importance of non-manual signals and body
language in complementing the signs related to taking in. Readers will also find practical examples
and common scenarios illustrating the use of these signs. The information provided aims to enhance
understanding and facilitate better communication for learners and interpreters alike.
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Contextual Uses of Taking In Signs

Non-Manual Signals and Body Language

Practical Examples and Scenarios

Understanding the Concept of Taking In in Sign
Language
The phrase “taking in” can refer to various actions such as absorbing information, receiving an object,
or comprehending ideas. In sign language, conveying this concept requires understanding the context
and selecting the appropriate signs that match the intended meaning. Sign languages use visual-
spatial modalities to represent actions, making it important to express “taking in” clearly through
handshapes, movements, and facial expressions. Unlike spoken languages where intonation plays a
role, sign languages rely heavily on manual and non-manual markers to deliver meaning accurately.
This section addresses the foundational understanding of how “taking in” is conceptualized in sign
communication systems.

Semantic Variations of Taking In
Taking in can mean different things depending on the context. It may relate to:

Receiving physical objects

Absorbing information or knowledge



Observing and processing visual input

Accepting or welcoming something emotionally or socially

Each variation influences the choice of sign and the manner in which it is performed, demonstrating
the richness of sign language vocabulary and grammar.

Common Signs for Taking In in American Sign
Language
American Sign Language (ASL) offers multiple signs to represent the idea of taking in, each adapted
for specific contexts. The signs typically involve hand movements that simulate the act of receiving or
absorbing. Understanding these signs is crucial for effective communication, especially when
clarifying what kind of “taking in” is being discussed. This section presents the most widely
recognized ASL signs related to taking in.

Receiving or Taking an Object
The sign for physically taking or receiving an object usually involves one hand moving towards the
body with a grasping motion. The dominant hand mimics picking up or accepting something, while the
non-dominant hand may hold an imaginary or real object. This gesture clearly conveys the action of
taking something into one’s possession.

Absorbing Information or Understanding
To express taking in information or understanding, ASL often uses a sign where the dominant hand
moves from the forehead outward, symbolizing the mind absorbing or processing new knowledge.
This sign highlights the cognitive aspect of taking in, reflecting comprehension rather than a physical
action.

Welcoming or Accepting
Another variation involves open hands moving towards the signer’s torso, accompanied by a warm
facial expression, indicating acceptance or welcoming. This is often used in social or emotional
contexts, showing that something is being taken in emotionally or socially.

Contextual Uses of Taking In Signs
Context plays a vital role in determining which sign for taking in is appropriate. The same hand
movements might have different interpretations depending on the surrounding conversation and the
signer’s intention. This section explores the application of taking in signs across various scenarios,
emphasizing the importance of context in sign language communication.



Educational Settings
In classrooms or learning environments, the sign for taking in information is commonly used during
teaching or discussion. It helps signal comprehension or the need to absorb new concepts, facilitating
interaction between teachers and students who use sign language.

Everyday Interactions
Daily communication often involves physically taking in objects, such as passing items or receiving
gifts. The signs employed here focus on the physical aspects of taking in, ensuring clarity in
transactional situations.

Emotional and Social Contexts
When discussing feelings or social acceptance, taking in signs are modified with expressive facial
cues and body language. These non-manual markers enhance the emotional meaning and ensure the
message is understood as intended.

Non-Manual Signals and Body Language
Non-manual signals (NMS), including facial expressions, head movements, and body posture, are
essential components of sign language that work in tandem with hand signs to convey full meaning.
For taking in signs, NMS can indicate the intensity of absorption, the emotional tone, or clarify
ambiguity.

Facial Expressions
Raised eyebrows, widened eyes, or nodding can emphasize attentiveness and understanding when
signing about taking in information. Conversely, a relaxed or welcoming expression supports signs
related to acceptance and emotional reception.

Head and Body Movements
Leaning forward can indicate eagerness to take in information, while a slight retreat or shaking head
might negate or question the action. These subtle body cues are integral for nuanced communication
in sign language.

Practical Examples and Scenarios
Applying the knowledge of taking in signs in real-life situations helps solidify understanding and
improves fluency. This section offers practical examples demonstrating how taking in is
communicated through sign language in various contexts.



Example 1: Classroom Learning
A teacher signs a complex concept, then uses the sign for taking in information to ask if students
understand. Students respond with the same sign combined with nodding to confirm comprehension.

Example 2: Receiving a Gift
During a social event, one person hands a gift to another. The receiver uses the sign for physically
taking in an object, accompanied by a smile, to show gratitude and acknowledgment.

Example 3: Emotional Acceptance
In a conversation about feelings, a signer uses the welcoming taking in sign with soft facial
expressions to indicate accepting the other person’s emotions or opinions.

Summary of Key Points

“Taking in” in sign language varies based on physical, cognitive, and emotional contexts.

American Sign Language has distinct signs tailored for different types of taking in.

Non-manual signals are crucial for conveying the full meaning of taking in signs.

Contextual awareness ensures the correct interpretation and use of taking in signs.

Practical application through examples enhances learning and communication effectiveness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the sign for 'taking' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
In ASL, the sign for 'taking' typically involves extending your dominant hand with fingers together and
moving it towards your body as if grabbing or receiving something.

How do you sign 'taking a photo' in sign language?
To sign 'taking a photo,' mimic holding a camera with both hands and then make a clicking motion
with your dominant hand's index finger, representing the camera shutter.

Is there a difference between 'taking' and 'receiving' in sign



language?
Yes, while both involve movement towards the body, 'taking' often implies actively grabbing or
picking up, whereas 'receiving' is more passive, shown by hands open and moving towards you.

Can the sign for 'taking' vary between different sign
languages?
Yes, signs can differ across various sign languages like ASL, BSL (British Sign Language), and others,
so the sign for 'taking' may look different depending on the language.

How do you use facial expressions with the sign for 'taking' to
convey meaning?
Facial expressions can emphasize intention or emotion; for example, raising eyebrows can indicate a
question or surprise when signing 'taking'.

What are some common phrases involving 'taking' in sign
language?
Common phrases include 'taking a break,' 'taking medicine,' or 'taking a seat,' each combined with
signs representing the specific action.

How do you sign 'taking care' in ASL?
The sign for 'taking care' combines the signs for 'take' and 'care,' where 'care' is signed by placing a
curved handshape near the chest, symbolizing concern or attention.

Are there any tips for beginners learning the sign for 'taking'?
Focus on the handshape and movement towards the body, practice with context phrases, and watch
videos from native signers to understand the nuances.

How can 'taking' be incorporated into sentences in sign
language?
'Taking' is used as a verb and combined with other signs to form sentences, such as 'I am taking the
book,' signed by indicating 'I,' then 'take,' then 'book.'

Is mouthing important when signing the word 'taking'?
Mouthing the word 'take' while signing can help clarify the meaning, especially for learners or in
sentences where context might be ambiguous.



Additional Resources
1. Signing Made Simple: The Basics of American Sign Language
This book is an excellent introduction for beginners interested in learning American Sign Language
(ASL). It covers fundamental signs, fingerspelling, and common phrases used in everyday
conversations. The clear illustrations and easy-to-follow instructions make it accessible for all ages
and learning styles.

2. The Complete Guide to Sign Language for Communication
Designed for both hearing and deaf individuals, this comprehensive guide explores various sign
language systems around the world. It delves into grammar, syntax, and cultural context, providing a
deeper understanding of how sign language functions. The book also includes practice exercises to
enhance retention and fluency.

3. Signing Naturally: Student Workbook Level 1
A widely used textbook in ASL courses, this workbook complements the Signing Naturally video
series. It emphasizes real-life communication and interactive learning, helping students build
vocabulary and conversational skills. The activities encourage practice in receptive and expressive
signing, making it ideal for classroom or self-study.

4. Mastering Finger Spelling and Numbers in ASL
Focusing specifically on finger spelling and number signs, this book helps learners develop precision
and speed in these essential ASL components. It breaks down complex signs into manageable steps
and provides drills for daily practice. This resource is perfect for those who want to improve their
accuracy in spelling names and understanding numerical information.

5. American Sign Language Dictionary for Beginners
A handy reference tool, this dictionary offers clear definitions and illustrations for thousands of ASL
signs. It is organized alphabetically and includes tips on facial expressions and body language that
accompany the signs. This book is ideal for quick look-ups and expanding one’s sign vocabulary.

6. Storytelling in Sign Language: Techniques and Tips
This book explores the art of storytelling through sign language, highlighting how to use facial
expressions, body movements, and spatial awareness effectively. It provides examples of traditional
and contemporary stories adapted for signed performances. Readers will learn how to engage
audiences and convey emotions powerfully without spoken words.

7. Everyday Conversations in ASL: Practical Dialogues for Beginners
Focused on practical communication, this title presents common scenarios and dialogues encountered
in daily life. It teaches phrases for shopping, traveling, socializing, and emergencies, enhancing
learners’ functional signing skills. The conversational approach makes it easier to practice and
remember signs in context.

8. The Deaf Culture and Sign Language Connection
This book examines the relationship between Deaf culture and sign language, emphasizing the
importance of cultural awareness in effective communication. It discusses history, social norms, and
values within the Deaf community. Understanding these aspects helps learners appreciate the
richness of sign language beyond vocabulary.

9. Expressive Signing: Enhancing Your ASL Fluency
Aimed at intermediate to advanced learners, this book focuses on improving expressive signing



through tone, rhythm, and non-manual signals. It offers exercises to develop natural flow and
emotional depth in signing. The techniques shared help users become more confident and engaging
communicators in ASL.
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  taking in sign language: Barron's American Sign Language Barron's Educational Series,
David A. Stewart, Jennifer Stewart, 2021-01-05 Barron’s American Sign Language is a brand-new
title on ASL that can be used in the classroom, as a supplemental text to high school and college
courses, or for anyone who wants to learn proper ASL. The only book with comprehensive
instruction and online graded video practice quizzes, plus a comprehensive final video exam.
Content includes topics on the Deaf culture and community, ASL Grammar, fingerspelling,
combining signs to construct detailed sentences, Everyday ASL, and much more. More than 1,000
illustrations of signs with instructions on movement--step-by-step with dialogue, tip boxes, and
practice exercises and quizzes throughout to reinforce retention and to track your progress.
  taking in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey Porpora,
2011 Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents through the
process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.
  taking in sign language: Modality and language acquisition: How does the channel through
which language is expressed affect how children and adults are able to learn? Richard P. Meier,
Christian Rathmann, Aaron Shield, 2023-12-19
  taking in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Lane Rebelo, 2019-10-08
Communicate with your baby with more than 200 ASL signs! Did you know that babies and toddlers
can understand sign language well before they can speak? This creates an exciting way for them to
learn and communicate at an early age. The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language walks you
through a huge variety of American Sign Language (ASL) signs that you and your little one can learn
together. Start things off with the essentials—like eat, potty, and all done— then move on to
everyday signs for specific toys, foods, people, and even emotions. Illustrated and easy to use—Each
sign in this baby book includes an image and written steps to show you how to sign it correctly,
along with tips for how to remember it and use it consistently with your child. 200+ signs—Go
beyond other baby books on sign language with signs that cover everything from mealtime and
bedtime to travel, play, and school. Signing at every stage—Discover how signing can be an
indispensable tool for communicating with babies, toddlers, preschoolers, and children with special
needs—even before they're able to sign back. Find new ways to connect with your child with this
comprehensive guide to baby sign language.
  taking in sign language: Learn Sign Language in a Hurry Irene Duke, 2009-07-18 I love you.
What can I get you? Let's take a walk. Wanting to say simple things like these but not being able to
is frustrating and disheartening—but learning how to communicate can be easy and fun! This book is
a basic guide to the alphabet, vocabulary, and techniques it takes to connect using American Sign
Language. Whether signing out of necessity or learning for the sake of growing, you will enjoy this
practical primer. After reading this book, you will be able to use American Sign Language in a social,
educational, or professional setting. Whether the goal is to communicate with hearing-impaired

https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-705/pdf?dataid=cdl91-0777&title=taking-in-sign-language.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-305/pdf?trackid=stR22-2910&title=free-chilton-labor-guide.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-305/pdf?trackid=stR22-2910&title=free-chilton-labor-guide.pdf


grandparent, a child with special needs in school, or an infant, people learn sign language for many
different reasons. Easy to read and reference—and complete with images and examples of common
signs—this basic guide allows you to make a meaningful connection that's otherwise impossible.
  taking in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Learning Sign Language Susan Shelly,
Jim Schneck, 1998 Explains how to use American Sign Language to make introductions, tell time,
order food, tell a joke, communicate with children, express emotion, and ask for directions
  taking in sign language: Sign Language in Action Jemina Napier, Lorraine Leeson, 2016-01-26
This book defines the notion of applied sign linguistics by drawing on data from projects that have
explored sign language in action in various domains. The book gives professionals working with sign
languages, signed language teachers and students, research students and their supervisors,
authoritative access to current ideas and practice.
  taking in sign language: E-Z American Sign Language David A. Stewart, Elizabeth Stewart,
Lisa M. Dimling, 2011-09-01 This heavily illustrated, self-teaching guide to ASL--American Sign
Language--is useful both for the deaf and for those men and women who teach or work among deaf
people. E-Z American Sign Language presents ASL's 10 key grammatical rules and emphasizes the
use of facial grammar as an important supplement to manual signing. Most of the book's content
takes the form of a presentation of more than 800 captioned line drawings that illustrate signs for
their equivalent words and then show how to combine signs in order to communicate detailed
statements. Barron's E-Z Series books are updated, and re-formatted editions of Barron's older and
perennially popular Easy Way books. Titles in the new E-Z Series feature extensive two-color
treatment, a fresh, modern typeface, and more graphic material than ever. All are self-teaching
manuals that cover a wide variety of practical and academic subjects, written on levels that range
from senior high school to college-101 standards.
  taking in sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara
Green, Erin Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language
ideologies influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages
are minority languages using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very
different from those of spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.
  taking in sign language: Turn-taking, Fingerspelling and Contact in Signed Languages
Ceil Lucas, 2002 This volume elucidates several key factors of the signed languages used in select
international Deaf communities. Kristin Mulrooney studies ASL users to delve into the reasons
behind the perceived differences in how men and women fingerspell. Bruce Sofinski assesses the
current state of transliteration from spoken English to manually coded English, disclosing that
competent transliterators do not necessarily produce the desired word-for-sign exchange. In the
third chapter, Paul Dudis comments upon a remarkable aspect of discourse in ASL-grounded blends.
He discusses how signers map particular concepts onto their hands and bodies, which allows them
to enrich their narrative strategies. By observing meetings of deaf and nonsigning hearing people in
the Flemish Deaf community, Mieke Van Herreweghe determines whether interpreters' turn-taking
practices allow for equal participation. And the final chapter features a respected team of Spanish
researchers led by Esperanza Morales-Lopez who investigate the Catalan/Spanish bilingual
community in Barcelona. These scholars measure the influence of recent worldwide, Deaf
sociopolitical movements advocating signed languages on deaf groups already familiar with bilingual
education.
  taking in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy Russell S.
Rosen, 2019-09-17 The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is the first reference of its
kind, presenting contributions from leading experts in the field of sign language pedagogy. The
Handbook fills a significant gap in the growing field of sign language pedagogy, compiling all
essential aspects of current trends and empirical research in teaching, curricular design, and
assessment in one volume. Each chapter includes historical perspectives, core issues, research
approaches, key findings, pedagogical implications, future research direction, and additional
references. The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is an essential reference for sign



language teachers, practitioners, and researchers in applied sign linguistics and first, second, and
additional language learning.
  taking in sign language: The Legal Recognition of Sign Languages Maartje De Meulder,
Joseph J. Murray, Rachel L. McKee, 2019-06-17 This book presents the first ever comprehensive
overview of national laws recognising sign languages, the impacts they have and the advocacy
campaigns which led to their creation. It comprises 18 studies from communities across Europe, the
US, South America, Asia and New Zealand. They set sign language legislation within the national
context of language policies in each country and show patterns of intersection between language
ideologies, public policy and deaf communities’ discourses. The chapters are grounded in a
collaborative writing approach between deaf and hearing scholars and activists involved in
legislative campaigns. Each one describes a deaf community’s expectations and hopes for legal
recognition and the type of sign language legislation achieved. The chapters also discuss the
strategies used in achieving the passage of the legislation, as well as an account of barriers
confronted and surmounted (or not) in the legislative process. The book will be of interest to
language activists in the fields of sign language and other minority languages, policymakers and
researchers in deaf studies, sign linguistics, sociolinguistics, human rights law and applied
linguistics.
  taking in sign language: Advances in the Sign Language Development of Deaf Children
Brenda Schick, Marc Marschark, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2005-09-02 The use of sign language
has a long history. Indeed, humans' first languages may have been expressed through sign. Sign
languages have been found around the world, even in communities without access to formal
education. In addition to serving as a primary means of communication for Deaf communities, sign
languages have become one of hearing students' most popular choices for second-language study.
Sign languages are now accepted as complex and complete languages that are the linguistic equals
of spoken languages. Sign-language research is a relatively young field, having begun fewer than 50
years ago. Since then, interest in the field has blossomed and research has become much more
rigorous as demand for empirically verifiable results have increased. In the same way that
cross-linguistic research has led to a better understanding of how language affects development,
cross-modal research has led to a better understanding of how language is acquired. It has also
provided valuable evidence on the cognitive and social development of both deaf and hearing
children, excellent theoretical insights into how the human brain acquires and structures sign and
spoken languages, and important information on how to promote the development of deaf children.
This volume brings together the leading scholars on the acquisition and development of sign
languages to present the latest theory and research on these topics. They address theoretical as well
as applied questions and provide cogent summaries of what is known about early gestural
development, interactive processes adapted to visual communication, linguisic structures, modality
effects, and semantic, syntactic, and pragmatic development in sign. Along with its companion
volume, Advances in the Spoken Language Development of Deaf and Hard-of Hearing Children, this
book will provide a deep and broad picture about what is known about deaf children's language
development in a variety of situations and contexts. From this base of information, progress in
research and its application will accelerate, and barriers to deaf children's full participation in the
world around them will continue to be overcome.
  taking in sign language: Sign Language Linguistics Howard Burton, 2020-10-01 This book
is based on an in-depth filmed conversation between Howard Burton and renowned researcher of
sign languages Carol Padden, the Sanford I. Berman Chair in Language and Human Communication
at UC San Diego. This extensive conversation covers topics such as growing up with ASL, Carol’s
early work with Bill Stokoe, the linguistic complexity, structure and properties of ASL and other sign
languages, the development of new sign languages throughout the world, the role of gesture and
embodiment, and much more. This carefully-edited book includes an introduction, Heeding the
Signs, and questions for discussion at the end of each chapter: I. Choosing languages - Faulty
assumptions and different sides II. Distance Education - A formative experience III. Signing as



Language - Bill Stokoe and the development of ASL IV. Diversity and Structure - The many shades of
sign languages V. Distinctiveness - Language, identity, and the question of affordances VI.
Embodiment - Making sense of the world around us through our bodies VII. A Cultural Window -
Change, humour and balance VIII. Predictions and Proclivities - Speculations on the future, fillers
and gender markers IX. Examining Diversity - Brain scans, sign-twisters and gesturing Italians X.
Making Comparison - Efficiency, community and complexity About Ideas Roadshow Conversations:
Presented in an accessible, conversational format, Ideas Roadshow books not only explore frontline
academic research but also reveal the inspirations and personal journeys behind the research.
  taking in sign language: Sign to Learn Kirsten Dennis, Tressa Azpiri, 2005-10-01 A guide for
using American Sign Language as a teaching tool for young hearing children.
  taking in sign language: Introduction to Psycholinguistics Matthew J. Traxler, 2011-10-14 This
textbook offers a cutting edge introduction to psycholinguistics, exploring the cognitive processes
underlying language acquisition and use. Provides a step-by-step tour through language acquisition,
production, and comprehension, from the word level to sentences and dialogue Incorporates both
theory and data, including in-depth descriptions of the experimental evidence behind theories
Incorporates a comprehensive review of research in bilingual language processing, sign language,
reading, and the neurological basis of language production and comprehension Approaches the
subject from a range of perspectives, including psychology, linguistics, philosophy, computer
science, neurology, and neurophysiology Includes a full program of resources for instructors and
students, including review exercises, a test bank, and lecture slides, available online at
www.wiley.com/go/traxler
  taking in sign language: Psycholinguistics Danny D. Steinberg, Hiroshi Nagata, David P.
Aline, 2013-10-23 How do we learn to produce and comprehend speech? How does language relate
to thought? This second edition of the successful text Psycholinguistics- Language, Mind and World
considers the psychology of language as it relates to learning, mind and brain as well as various
aspects of society and culture. Current issues and research topics are presented in an in-depth
manner, although little or no specific knowledge of any topic is presupposed. The book is divided
into four main parts: First Language Learning Second Language Learning Language, Mind and
Brain Mental Grammar and Language Processing These four sections include chapters covering
areas such as- deaf language education, first language acquisition and first language reading,
second language acquisition, language teaching and the problems of bilingualism. Updated
throughout, this new edition also considers and proposes new theories in psycholinguistics and
linguistics, and introduces a new theory of grammar, Natural Grammar, which is the only current
grammar that is based on the primacy of the psycholinguistic process of speech comprehension,
derives speech production from that process. Written in an accessible and fluent style,
Psycholinguistics- Language, Mind and World will be of interest to students, lecturers and
researchers from linguistics, psychology, philosophy and second language teaching.
  taking in sign language: Kid-friendly Parenting with Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children Daria
J. Medwid, Denise Chapman Weston, 1995 A step-by-step guide for parents of children ages 3-12.
  taking in sign language: Intelligent Assistive Robots Samer Mohammed, Juan C. Moreno,
Kyoungchul Kong, Yacine Amirat, 2015-03-26 This book deals with the growing challenges of using
assistive robots in our everyday activities along with providing intelligent assistive services. The
presented applications concern mainly healthcare and wellness such as helping elderly people,
assisting dependent persons, habitat monitoring in smart environments, well-being, security, etc.
These applications reveal also new challenges regarding control theory, mechanical design,
mechatronics, portability, acceptability, scalability, security, etc.
  taking in sign language: Absolutely Powerful! A. Ochola Philip a. Ochola, Philip A. Ochola,
2010-08
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(ASL), reach out as though you are grabbing something next to you, and then pull your hand back
toward yourself, as if you are bringing that
A Comprehensive Guide: How to Say “Taking” in ASL   Welcome to our comprehensive guide on
how to express the concept of “taking” in American Sign Language (ASL). Whether you’re a
beginner or a seasoned signer, we will
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