taxi in japanese language

taxi in japanese language is a topic that encompasses not only the direct translation of the word
"taxi" but also the cultural and practical aspects of using taxis in Japan. Understanding how to say taxi
in Japanese, the etiquette when riding taxis, and common phrases related to taxis can greatly
enhance the experience of travelers and language learners alike. This article explores the
terminology, usage, and nuances associated with taxi services in Japan, providing comprehensive
insights into the Japanese language as it pertains to taxis. Moreover, it covers essential vocabulary,
typical fare systems, and tips for communicating effectively with taxi drivers. The following sections
will guide readers through these key points to build a solid understanding of taxi-related language
and customs in Japan.

e Meaning and Translation of Taxi in Japanese

e Common Phrases and Vocabulary for Using Taxis

e Taxi Etiquette and Cultural Considerations in Japan
e Understanding Taxi Fare and Payment Methods

e Tips for Communicating with Taxi Drivers

Meaning and Translation of Taxi in Japanese

The word "taxi" in Japanese is commonly translated as [J[J0J (takushi), which is a direct loanword from
English. It is widely used throughout Japan and understood by virtually everyone. Besides this
katakana term, there are other words related to taxis in Japanese, though they are less commonly
used in everyday conversation. For example, [0 (jidosha) means "automobile," but it is not specific
to taxis. The term 0000 (noriai jidosha) historically referred to shared taxis or buses but is now quite
uncommon.

In summary, J000 is the standard and most practical term for taxi in Japanese language, making it
essential vocabulary for travelers and learners.

Common Phrases and Vocabulary for Using Taxis

When using taxis in Japan, certain phrases and vocabulary are particularly useful. These expressions
help in requesting a taxi, providing directions, or asking about the fare. Below are some essential
terms and sentences:

Essential Taxi Vocabulary



(000 (takushi) - Taxi

* [J00 (untenshu) - Driver

* [0 (noru) - To get on/ride

* (00 (oriru) - To get off

e [0 (ryokin) - Fare/charge

00000000 (mukae ni kite kudasai) - Please come to pick me up

e 000000000 (koko made onegaishimasu) - Please take me here

Common Phrases for Hailing and Riding a Taxi

Below are practical sentences that can be used when interacting with taxi drivers:

e 000000000000 (Takusht o yonde kudasai.) - Please call a taxi.

e (000000000 (Eki made onegaishimasu.) - To the station, please.

e 0000000000 (Koko de tomete kudasai.) - Please stop here.

e 0000000000000 (Kurejitto kado wa tsukaemasu ka?) - Can | use a credit card?

e 00000000 (Ryoshusho o kudasai.) - Please give me a receipt.

Taxi Etiquette and Cultural Considerations in Japan

Riding a taxi in Japan involves certain etiquette and cultural expectations that differ from those in
other countries. Understanding these customs is important for respectful and smooth interactions.

How to Hail a Taxi

In Japan, taxis can be hailed on the street, at taxi stands, or by calling a dispatch service. When a
taxi's red light on the roof is illuminated, it means the taxi is available. If the light is off or green, the
taxi is occupied or off-duty. It is polite to raise your hand slightly to signal the driver when hailing a
taxi on the street.



Boarding and Riding Etiquette

When entering a taxi, passengers usually enter from the rear left door, which is often operated
automatically by the driver. It is considered polite to greet the driver with a simple J0000 (konnichiwa)
or 000000000 (yoroshiku onegaishimasu). Talking quietly and avoiding loud conversations is
appreciated. Smoking is strictly prohibited in Japanese taxis, aligning with Japan’s strict smoking
regulations.

Payment and Tipping

Most taxis accept cash, and many also accept credit cards and electronic payment methods like Suica
or Pasmo cards. Tipping is not customary in Japan, and drivers do not expect it. Paying the exact fare
or rounding up slightly is sufficient and considered polite.

Understanding Taxi Fare and Payment Methods

The taxi fare system in Japan is regulated and standardized, but it can vary slightly depending on the
city or region. Fares typically start with a base charge for the first few kilometers, then increase
incrementally based on distance and time.

Fare Calculation

The fare usually consists of a base fee plus additional charges per kilometer or per minute if the taxi
is stuck in traffic. Some cities also have higher rates during late-night hours. Taxi fare meters are
displayed clearly inside the vehicle.

Common Payment Methods

Japanese taxis generally accept the following payment methods:

e Cash (Japanese yen)
e Credit and debit cards (Visa, MasterCard, JCB, etc.)
e Electronic money cards (Suica, Pasmo, ICOCA, etc.)

e Mobile payment apps (increasingly common in urban areas)

Tips for Communicating with Taxi Drivers

Effective communication with taxi drivers in Japan can sometimes be challenging due to language
barriers. However, there are ways to facilitate smooth interactions and ensure a pleasant taxi



experience.

Using Simple Japanese and Gestures

Using simple Japanese phrases and polite expressions can greatly help. If the destination has a name
in kanji, showing the driver the address written down or a map on a smartphone can be very effective.
Gestures such as pointing to a location on a map or a printed address are commonly used and well
understood.

Preparing Destination Information

It is advisable to prepare the destination’s name and address in Japanese beforehand. Many hotels
and tourist spots provide business cards or slips with addresses in Japanese, which can be handed to
the driver. This avoids confusion and ensures accurate routing.

Common Communication Tips

e Speak slowly and clearly when using Japanese phrases.
e Carry a printed or digital address in Japanese characters.
» Use polite language such as 0000 (onegaishimasu) when making requests.

¢ Confirm the fare or estimated cost before starting the ride if possible.

Frequently Asked Questions
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taxi in japanese language: The Distant Glow Terry I. Sarigumba, 2014-02-14 As an
autobiography, The Distant Glow traces the story of my life to the rough and rigorous way of life in
Corella, Bohol my birthplace. Descending from generations of very poor and illiterate ancestors, I
exceeded my parents grade three education by finishing grade six and graduating as elementary
school valedictorian. Because my parents could not afford to send me to high school in the city, I
stayed out of school for six years, helping my father on the farm and my mother in household chores.
One of several backbreaking works I used to do was climbing several coconut trees, about 50 feet in
height, to tap the trees (sanggutan) for tuba, a coconut juice that yields mildly alcoholic drink. I used
to climb 20 coconut trees every morning, noon and evening, mount over top, sit on one of the palms
and tap the juice. One evening after sunset, while atop the sanggutan, I saw a glow, a distant glow. I
muttered to myself: Someday, 11l find out what causes that glow. I equated that statement to my
goals in life. I did find out what caused the distant glow. Other distant glows appeared and I reached
most of them with hard work and having a dream. When the owners of a private school offered me
an opportunity to go to their school free of tuition, provided that [ maintained the first place
standing in the class honor roll, I went to high school, starting at age 20. To help shoulder the other
costs of going to high school in the city, I paid my room and board with service: scrubbing and
polishing the floor, fetching water from an artesian well and gathering firewood every weekend for
the landlord family. With all the hardship, I maintained the tuition-free deal and graduated from high
school as class valedictorian.

taxi in japanese language: American Enterprise in Japan Tomoko Hamada, 1991-01-01 This
book describes how American and Japanese management ideologies meet, collide, and contend in
the process of competitive cooperation during a joint venture in Japan. In a detailed case study,
Hamada describes the very real problems when Japanese and American managers run a business
operation, and analyzes them from a comparative, relativistic, and historical perspective. The author
presents a novel and effective way of viewing organizational dynamics, seeing the 'unfinished'
cultural process between different sub-groups who create and recreate the symbolic meanings of
corporate phenomena. Her succinct analysis of Japanese and American behavioral modes makes
both practical and theoretical contributions to the field of international management. Highlighting
the interdependence between corporate culture and broader societal culture, Hamada looks closely
at interactions between American and Japanese businessmen, analyzes their cultural differences,
and proposes that these differences can be viewed not just as a source of continuing conflict but of
dynamic cooperation.

taxi in japanese language: Baedeker's Japan , 1987

taxi in japanese language: Language and Citizenship in Japan Nanette Gottlieb,
2012-12-12 The relationship between language and citizenship in Japan has traditionally been
regarded as a fixed tripartite: ‘Japanese citizenship’ means ‘Japanese ethnicity,” which in turn means
‘Tapanese as one’s first language.’ Historically, most non-Japanese who have chosen to take out
citizenship have been members of the ‘oldcomer’ Chinese and Korean communities, born and raised
in Japan. But this is changing: the last three decades have seen an influx of ‘newcomer’ economic
migrants from a wide range of countries, many of whom choose to stay. The likelihood that they will
apply for citizenship, to access the benefits it confers, means that citizenship and ethnicity can no
longer be assumed to be synonyms in Japan. This is an important change for national discourse on
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cohesive communities. This book’s chapters discuss discourses, educational practices, and local
linguistic practices which call into question the accepted view of the language-citizenship nexus in
lived contexts of both existing Japanese citizens and potential future citizens. Through an
examination of key themes relating both to newcomers and to an older group of citizens whose
language practices have been shaped by historical forces, these essays highlight the fluid
relationship of language and citizenship in the Japanese context.

taxi in japanese language: Ai, Love You? Justin Velgus, 2012-10-23 How does making friends,
the view of sex, traditional and modern marriages, becoming a resident, and knowing that your
children can be kidnapped...legally, connect with that funny little thing called love? Japan is
different. You must first appreciate the workings of this foreign and complex society before having a
chance at finding love. The Japanese word for love is “ai” which is pronounced similarly to “I” in
English. As the book’s title suggests, we sometimes don’t know if we are in love. For Japan lovers,
Ai, Love You? is the ultimate insider’s guide to understanding relationships through the Japanese
perspective.

taxi in japanese language: Modern Girls on the Go Alisa Freedman, Laura Miller, Christine
R. Yano, 2013-04-17 This spirited and engaging multidisciplinary volume pins its focus on the lived
experiences and cultural depictions of women's mobility and labor in Japan. The theme of modern
girls continues to offer a captivating window into the changes that women's roles have undergone
during the course of the last century. Here we encounter Japanese women inhabiting the most
modern of spaces, in newly created professions, moving upward and outward, claiming the public
life as their own: shop girls, elevator girls, dance hall dancers, tour bus guides, airline stewardesses,
international beauty queens, overseas teachers, corporate soccer players, and even female members
of the Self-Defense Forces. Directly linking gender, mobility, and labor in 20th and 21st century
Japan, this collection brings to life the ways in which these modern girls—historically and
contemporaneously—have influenced social roles, patterns of daily life, and Japan's global image. It
is an ideal guidebook for students, scholars, and general readers alike.

taxi in japanese language: An Investigation of the Influence of the English Language on the

[apanese Language Through Lexical Adaptation from 1955-1972 Katsuyoshi Ozawa, 1976

taxi in japanese language: The Routledge Handbook of the English Writing System Vivian
Cook, Des Ryan, 2016-07-15 The Routledge Handbook of the English Writing System provides a

comprehensive account of the English writing system, both in its current iteration and highlighting
the developing trends that will influence its future. Twenty-nine chapters written by specialists from
around the world cover core linguistic and psychological aspects, and also include areas from other
disciplines such as typography and computer-mediated communication. Divided into five parts, the
volume encompasses a wide range of approaches and addresses issues in the following areas: theory
and the English writing system, discussing the effects of etymology and phonology; the history of the
English writing system from its earliest development, including spelling, pronunciation and
typography; the acquisition and teaching of writing, with discussions of literacy issues and dyslexia;
English writing in use around the world, both in the UK and America, and also across Europe and
Japan; computer-mediated communication and developments in writing online and on social media.
The Routledge Handbook of the English Writing System is essential reading for researchers and
postgraduate students working in this area.

taxi in japanese language: Japan: Doing Business and Investing in Japan Guide Volume
1 Strategic, Practical Information and Contacts IBP, Inc., 2015-06 Japan: Doing Business and
Investing in ... Guide Volume 1 Strategic, Practical Information, Regulations, Contacts

taxi in japanese language: Coordination Relations in the Languages of Europe and Beyond
Caterina Mauri, 2008-11-03 This book examines the coding of the three coordination relations of
combination, contrast and alternative between states of affairs on the basis of a 74 language sample,
with special focus on the languages spoken in Europe. It constitutes the first systematic inquiry so
far conducted on the cross-linguistic coding of coordination, as defined in cognitive and pragmatic
terms. This research shows that the 'and-but-or' coding system which is typical of Central-Western




Europe appears to be extremely rare outside Europe, where a great variation in the coding of
coordination is attested. This cross-linguistic variation, however, is not random, but is crucially
constrained by the interaction of economic principles with the semantic properties of the individual
relations expressed. A fine-grained functional systematization of coordination is proposed and
described by means of implicational patterns and semantic maps. This work brings together a broad
cross-linguistic perspective and a detailed semantic analysis, largely based on new and comparable
data collected by means of questionnaires, all accessible in the appendix of the book. It represents
the first systematic attempt towards a unified typology of coordination relations.

taxi in japanese language: Hip-Hop Japan Ian Condry, 2006-11 An ethnographic study of
Japanese hip-hop.

taxi in japanese language: Language Edward Finegan, Niko Besnier, 1989 LANGUAGE: ITS
STRUCTURE AND USE explains core concepts in an interactive style that you can understand no
matter what your major. With features like What Do You Think? and Try It Yourself, you'll
understand what you're experiencing on campus and in the classroom from a linguistics perspective.
The expanded study sections and the available workbook provide you with the tools you'll need for
effective test prep.

taxi in japanese language: Concise Oxford Companion to the English Language Thomas Burns
McArthur, Roshan McArthur, 2005 From Sanskrit to Scouse, this book provides a single-volume
source of information about the English language. The guide is intended both for reference and and
for browsing. The international perspective takes in language from Cockney to Creole, Aboriginal
English to Zummerzet, Estuary English to Caribbean English and a historical range from Beowulf to
Ebonics, Chaucer to Chomsky, Latin to the World Wide Web. There is coverage of a wide range of
topics from abbreviation to Zeugma, Shakespeare to split infinitive and substantial entries on key
subjects such as African English, etymology, imperialism, pidgin, poetry, psycholinguistics and
slang. Box features include pieces on place-names, the evolution of the alphabet, the story of OK,
borrowings into English, and the Internet. Invaluable reference for English Language students, and
fascinating reading for the general reader with an interest in language.

taxi in japanese language: LIFE , 1951-09-10 LIFE Magazine is the treasured photographic
magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing
collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and view photos of
today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for personal use.

taxi in japanese language: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1949 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

taxi in japanese language: Chemistry and Compassion Pauline Brody, 2016-08-12 Amy Le
Vesconte was born at the end of the nineteenth century but exemplified the modern teacher and
woman scientist of the twenty-first century. She earned her PhD in chemistry in 1931 and devoted
the next four decades to teaching chemistry to young college women at Mary Hardin-Baylor College
in Belton, Texas and two other womens colleges. She imbued her teaching with humor, fun, and
creativity that helped overcome the students fear of science. Fun loving and adventuresome, she
caught the travel bug when she took a road trip with three other women from Minnesota to
Philadelphia in 1926 in a Model T Ford. After that, whenever possible, she traveled around the
country and around the world, often keeping a diary. Her accounts of Taiwan (formerly Formosa)
and Japan in the years prior to the outbreak of World War II are especially interesting. Deeply
grounded in her faith, she lived a life of service, giving generously of her attention and love to
nurture young people wherever she saw the need. She was especially caring of international
students. Although she never married, she enjoyed a large family of adoring former students around
the world, who faithfully kept in touch with her over the years.



taxi in japanese language: Social Class in Contemporary Japan Hiroshi Ishida, David H.
Slater, 2009-10-16 Through examination of contemporary Japanese society, this book demonstrates
that the analysis of class formation is fundamental for a clear understanding of institutions and
collective identity such as family, school work, gender and ethnicity.

taxi in japanese language: The Rotarian, 1981-01 Established in 1911, The Rotarian is the
official magazine of Rotary International and is circulated worldwide. Each issue contains feature
articles, columns, and departments about, or of interest to, Rotarians. Seventeen Nobel Prize
winners and 19 Pulitzer Prize winners - from Mahatma Ghandi to Kurt Vonnegut Jr. - have written
for the magazine.
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taxi in japanese language: The English Journal , 1928
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