why study the law

why study the law is a question that resonates with many individuals considering their
educational and career paths. Law as a discipline offers a unique combination of intellectual
challenge, practical application, and societal impact. Studying law provides a deep
understanding of the legal system, critical thinking skills, and the ability to analyze complex
issues from multiple perspectives. It opens doors to diverse career opportunities, ranging
from practicing as a lawyer to roles in policy, business, and public service. Moreover,
knowledge of the law empowers individuals to advocate for justice and navigate legal
challenges effectively. This article explores the multifaceted reasons why study the law,
highlighting its benefits, career prospects, and the skills developed through legal education.
The following sections will guide readers through the key motivations and advantages of
pursuing legal studies.

e The Intellectual Appeal of Studying Law

e Career Opportunities in the Legal Field

e The Role of Law in Society

¢ Skills Developed Through Legal Education

e Practical Benefits of Studying Law

The Intellectual Appeal of Studying Law

One of the primary reasons why study the law is the intellectual stimulation it offers. Law
requires rigorous analysis, logical reasoning, and the ability to interpret complex texts. It
challenges students to engage with abstract concepts such as justice, rights, and
responsibilities.

Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Legal studies demand the development of critical thinking and analytical skills. Students
learn to dissect arguments, identify underlying assumptions, and construct coherent,
persuasive positions. These skills are invaluable not only in legal practice but also in various
professional and personal contexts.

Understanding Complex Systems

The law governs many aspects of society, and studying it provides insight into how legal
frameworks operate and interact. This understanding helps students appreciate the
complexities of legislation, regulation, and judicial decisions.



Engagement with Ethical and Philosophical Questions

Law intersects with ethics and philosophy, prompting students to consider moral dilemmas
and the principles underpinning legal rules. This engagement enhances intellectual depth
and broadens perspectives on societal values.

Career Opportunities in the Legal Field

Another compelling reason why study the law is the broad range of career opportunities it
unlocks. A law degree is versatile and respected, providing a strong foundation for
numerous professions within and beyond the legal sector.

Traditional Legal Careers

Many graduates pursue careers as attorneys, judges, or legal advisors. These roles involve
representing clients, interpreting laws, and ensuring justice is served. The legal profession
offers specialization in areas such as criminal law, corporate law, environmental law, and
family law.

Careers Beyond the Courtroom

Law graduates also find opportunities in government agencies, non-profit organizations,
academia, and corporate sectors. Positions in policy analysis, compliance, human
resources, and consulting often value legal expertise.

Entrepreneurial and Business Prospects

Understanding legal principles is advantageous for entrepreneurs and business leaders.
Legal knowledge aids in contract negotiation, risk management, and regulatory compliance,
making law graduates valuable assets in the business world.

The Role of Law in Society

Understanding why study the law also involves recognizing the fundamental role law plays
in maintaining social order and protecting rights. Law is a cornerstone of civilized society
and essential for governance and justice.

Protecting Individual Rights and Liberties

Law safeguards individual freedoms and ensures equality before the law. Studying law
equips individuals to advocate for human rights and challenge injustices.



Regulating Social and Economic Behavior

Legal systems establish rules that regulate interactions, resolve disputes, and promote
fairness in economic transactions. This regulation is vital for social stability and economic
development.

Promoting Social Change

Legal reforms often drive social progress. Lawyers and lawmakers play crucial roles in
shaping policies that address contemporary issues such as civil rights, environmental
protection, and technological advancements.

Skills Developed Through Legal Education

Studying law cultivates a diverse skill set that extends beyond legal knowledge. These
transferable skills enhance employability and personal development.

Research and Writing Proficiency

Legal education emphasizes thorough research and precise writing. Students learn to draft
clear, well-structured documents, which is valuable in many professional contexts.

Oral Communication and Advocacy

Effective communication is essential for arguing cases, negotiating, and presenting ideas
persuasively. Law students develop public speaking and negotiation skills through moot
courts and debates.

Problem-Solving and Decision-Making

The law requires identifying issues, evaluating options, and making informed decisions.
These problem-solving abilities are critical in dynamic professional environments.

Practical Benefits of Studying Law

Beyond intellectual and career advantages, there are practical reasons why study the law
that benefit individuals in everyday life.

Understanding Your Rights and Obligations

Legal knowledge empowers people to understand their rights and responsibilities, enabling



them to make informed decisions and protect themselves in various situations.

Navigating Legal Procedures

Familiarity with legal processes helps individuals handle contracts, disputes, and
compliance issues more effectively, reducing reliance on external assistance.

Enhancing Civic Engagement

Studying law fosters awareness of legal and political systems, encouraging active
participation in democratic processes and community affairs.

e Comprehensive understanding of societal rules
e Improved ability to interpret legislation and policies

e Greater confidence in addressing legal challenges

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is studying law important in today’s society?

Studying law is important because it helps individuals understand their rights and
responsibilities, promotes justice, and enables them to navigate and influence the legal
system effectively.

How does studying law enhance critical thinking skills?

Law requires analyzing complex information, constructing logical arguments, and
evaluating different perspectives, which significantly sharpens critical thinking and
problem-solving abilities.

What career opportunities can a law degree provide?

A law degree opens doors to various careers including becoming a lawyer, judge, legal
consultant, policy advisor, corporate counsel, and roles in government, academia, and non-
profit organizations.

How does studying law contribute to personal
empowerment?

Knowledge of law empowers individuals to protect their rights, make informed decisions,



and advocate for themselves and others in both personal and professional contexts.

Why is understanding law essential for business
professionals?

Understanding law helps business professionals navigate contracts, regulations, compliance
issues, and dispute resolution, thereby minimizing legal risks and enhancing business
operations.

Can studying law help in promoting social justice?

Yes, studying law equips individuals with the tools to challenge injustices, advocate for
marginalized groups, influence policy changes, and contribute to creating a fairer society.

How does law study develop communication skills?

Law study involves writing briefs, presenting arguments, and negotiating, which enhances
both written and oral communication skills critical in many professions.

Why do some people study law even if they don’t want
to become lawyers?

Many study law to gain a better understanding of legal frameworks relevant to their fields,
improve analytical skills, or prepare for careers in politics, business, or academia.

How does studying law prepare individuals for
leadership roles?

Law study fosters decision-making, ethical reasoning, and a deep understanding of
governance and regulatory environments, all of which are essential qualities for effective
leadership.

Additional Resources

1. Why Study Law? Understanding the Foundations of Legal Education

This book explores the fundamental reasons behind pursuing a legal education. It delves
into how studying law develops critical thinking, analytical skills, and a deep understanding
of societal structures. Readers gain insight into the diverse career paths and the role law
plays in shaping justice and governance.

2. The Purpose of Law: A Guide for Aspiring Legal Minds

Designed for prospective law students, this guide outlines the importance of law in
maintaining social order and protecting rights. It discusses the ethical responsibilities of
legal professionals and the impact of legal knowledge on everyday life. The book
encourages readers to appreciate law as a tool for societal progress.

3. Law and Society: Why Legal Studies Matter



This text examines the relationship between law and society, emphasizing why
understanding legal principles is crucial for active citizenship. It highlights how laws reflect
cultural values and influence social change. The book also considers how legal education
prepares individuals to address complex social issues.

4. The Lawyer’s Journey: Motivations and Challenges

Focusing on the personal and professional motivations behind studying law, this book
shares stories from practicing lawyers. It discusses the challenges faced in legal education
and practice, offering realistic expectations. Readers learn about the dedication required
and the rewarding aspects of a legal career.

5. Law as a Tool for Justice: A Student’s Perspective

This book presents law as an instrument to achieve fairness and protect human rights. It
encourages students to view legal studies as a way to contribute meaningfully to society.
The narrative includes case studies demonstrating how legal knowledge can drive positive
change.

6. Critical Thinking and the Law: Developing Analytical Skills

Highlighting one of the core benefits of studying law, this book explains how legal
education sharpens reasoning and argumentation abilities. It provides practical examples
showing the application of these skills beyond the courtroom. The author argues that these
competencies are valuable in many professional and personal contexts.

7. Ethics and Law: Foundations for a Just Society

This book explores the ethical dimensions of legal studies and practice. It discusses how
law students are trained to navigate moral dilemmas and uphold justice. The text
underscores the importance of integrity and ethical decision-making in the legal profession.

8. Law and Career: Unlocking Opportunities through Legal Studies

Focusing on career prospects, this book illustrates the wide range of opportunities available
to those with a legal education. It covers traditional roles such as lawyers and judges, as
well as alternative careers in policy, business, and advocacy. The book offers advice on how
to leverage legal knowledge for professional success.

9. The Evolution of Law: Why Study Its History?

This book emphasizes the importance of understanding the historical development of law to
fully grasp its current applications. It traces key legal milestones and their impacts on
modern legal systems. Readers learn how historical context enriches their appreciation of
legal principles and their relevance today.
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why study the law: What About Law? Catherine Barnard, Janet O'Sullivan, G J Virgo,
2021-09-23 ““What About Law?' succeeds where so many legal guidebooks fail ... [it] skilfully
demystifies the law and ably proves its argument. The law is, indeed, all around us - and this book
will whet your appetite to find out how and why.” - Alex Wade, The Times (of the previous edition)
Law is one of the few subjects that the school leaver, choosing a degree course, will have very little
real understanding of. This book comes to the rescue by clearly setting out what a prospective law
student can expect and why a student should choose to study law. This new edition is updated to
reflect the reality of studying law today, highlighting changes due to Brexit and reforms to
constitutional law. The book covers the compulsory subjects every law student has to study:
contract, criminal, property and trusts law, and brings them up to date. With a clear core structure
and approach it takes a case from each of these subjects to illustrate legal issues and methodology.
The writing style is accessible and has the audience - novices to law - firmly in mind. What About
Law? shows how the study of law can be fun, intellectually stimulating and challenging. It introduces
prospective students to the legal system, legal reasoning, critical thinking and argument. Written by
a team of experienced teachers, this book should be read by every student about to embark on the
study of law.

why study the law: What Every Law Student Really Needs to Know Tracey E. George,
Suzanna Sherry, 2016 This brief book is designed to prepare students for their first year of law
school, thereby decreasing their anxiety and increasing their chances of achieving academic
success. Also appropriate for non-J.D. students, including LLM students from foreign countries and
graduate students outside law school. Features: Gives student basic grounding in discrete non-legal
topics that are important to the contemporary study of law Includes and“Test Your
Understandingand” boxes to allow students to use what they are learning Friendly writing style
Images and graphics help students remember material

why study the law: Introduction to Tribal Legal Studies Justin B. Richland, Sarah Deer,
2010-01-16 This second edition of Introduction to Tribal Legal Studies is the only available
comprehensive introduction to tribal law. In clear and straightforward language, Justin B. Richland
and Sarah Deer discuss the history and structure of tribal justice systems; the scope of criminal and
civil jurisdictions; and the various means by which the integrity of tribal courts is maintained. This
book is an indispensable resource for students, tribal leaders, and tribal communities interested in
the complicated relationship between tribal, federal, and state law. The second edition provides
significant updates on all changes in laws affecting the tribes, numerous new case studies (including
studies on Alaskan tribes and family law), and a new concluding chapter.

why study the law: An Introduction to Law Phil Harris, 2006-12-14 Since the publication of
its first edition, this textbook has become the definitive student introduction to the subject. As with
earlier editions, the seventh edition gives a clear understanding of fundamental legal concepts and
their importance within society. In addition, this book addresses the ways in which rules and the
structures of law respond to and impact upon changes in economic and political life. The title has
been extensively updated and explores recent high profile developments such as the Civil
Partnership Act 2005 and the Racial and Religious Hatred Bill. This introductory text covers a wide
range of topics in a clear, sensible fashion giving full context to each. For this reason An
Introduction to Law is ideal for all students of law, be they undergraduate law students, those
studying law as part of a mixed degree, or students on social sciences courses which offer law
options.

why study the law: The History of Ohio Law Michael Les Benedict, John F. Winkler, 2004 In
The Two-Volume The History of Ohio Law, distinguished legal historians, practicing Ohio attorneys,
and judges present the history of Ohio law and the interaction between law and society in the state.
The first history of Ohio law in nearly seventy years - and the most comprehensive compilation of
essays on any state's law - its twenty-two topics range from the history of Ohio's constitutional
conventions and legal institutions to the history of civil procedure, evidence, land use, civil liberties,
and utility regulation. The essays describe Ohio's legal institutions, legal procedures, and the



substance of Ohio law as it has changed over time. institutions have affected Ohio law and how the
law has affected them. The essays provide important information to practitioners and offer
attorneys, legal scholars, historians, and the public a broad understanding of the relationship
between law and society in Ohio. intersections between law and race, gender, and labor. Insightful
essays also discuss the development of Ohio's legal literature, the impact of federal courts, and
Ohio's most important contributions to American constitutional development. Written by twenty-two
leading lawyers and historians, The History of Ohio Law will be the indispensable reference and
invaluable first source for learning about law and society in Ohio.

why study the law: A New Introduction to Comparative Law Jaakko Husa, 2015-05-28 This
thought-provoking introduction to the study of comparative law provides in-depth analyses of all
major comparative methodologies and theories and serves as a common sense guide to the study of
foreign legal systems. It is written in a lively and accessible style and will prove indispensable
reading to students of the subject. It also contains much that will be of interest to comparative law
scholars, offering novel insights into commonplace methodological and theoretical questions and
making a significant contribution to the field.

why study the law: Lectures on the Study and Practice of the Law Emory Washburn,
2025-07-23 Reprint of the original, first published in 1874. The Antigonos publishing house
specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We make sure that these works are
made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage.

why study the law: An Introduction to the Comparative Study of Private Law James Gordley,
Arthur Taylor von Mehren, 2006-07-06 Collection of readings, materials and cases on the doctrine of
private law in the common law and civil law.

why study the law: International Aviation Law Ron Bartsch, Ronald I.C. Bartsch, 2016-05-23
International Aviation Law: A Practical Guide explains the international context and application of
the law as it applies to commercial and recreational aviation, and to the broader aviation
environment. It provides a comprehensive introduction to all aspects of aviation law from criminal
law to contract law to the legal duties and responsibility of aircrew and other aviation personnel
including airport operators, air traffic controllers and aircraft engineers. Each area of the law is
clearly explained in accessible language and supported with practical case studies to illustrate the
application of the law within an operational aviation context. It also provides advice on how to avoid
or minimize legal liability for aviation practitioners and enthusiasts.

why study the law: Why Ethics? Robert Gibbs, 2000-09-17 Robert Gibbs presents here an
ambitious new theory of ethics. Drawing on a striking combination of intellectual traditions,
including Jewish thought, continental philosophy, and American pragmatism, Gibbs argues that
ethics is primarily concerned with responsibility and is not--as philosophers have often
assumed--principally a matter of thinking about the right thing to do and acting in accordance with
the abstract dictates of reason or will. More specifically, ethics is concerned with attending to
others' questions and bearing responsibility for what they do. Gibbs builds this innovative case by
exploring the implicit responsibilities in a broad range of human interactions, paying especially close
attention to the signs that people give and receive as they relate to each other. Why Ethics? starts by
examining the simple actions of listening and speaking, reading and writing, and by focusing on the
different responsibilities that each action entails. The author discusses what he describes as the
mutual responsibilities implicit in the actions of reasoning, mediating, and judging. He assesses the
relationships among ethics, pragmatics, and Jewish philosophy. The book concludes by looking at the
relation of memory and the immemorial, emphasizing the need to respond for past actions by
confessing, seeking forgiveness, and making reconciliations. In format, Gibbs adopts a Talmudic
approach, interweaving brief citations from primary texts with his commentary. He draws these
texts from diverse thinkers and sources, including Levinas, Derrida, Habermas, Rosenzweig,
Luhmann, Peirce, James, Royce, Benjamin, Maimonides, the Bible, and the Talmud. Ranging over
philosophy, literary theory, social theory, and historiography, this is an ambitious and provocative
work that holds profound lessons for how we think about ethics and how we seek to live responsibly.




why study the law: Michigan Law Review, 1909

why study the law: Law School For Dummies Rebecca Greene, 2011-04-27 The straightforward
guide to surviving and thriving in law school Every year more than 40,000 students enter law school
and at any given moment there are over 125,000 law school students in the United States. Law
school’s highly pressurized, super-competitive atmosphere often leaves students stressed out and
confused, especially in their first year. Balancing life and schoolwork, passing the bar, and landing a
job are challenges that students often need help facing. In Law School For Dummies, former law
school student Rebecca Fae Greene uses straight talk, sound advice, and gentle humor to help
students sort through the swamp of coursework and focus on what’s important-all while maintaining
a life. She also offers rare insight on the law school experience for women, minorities,
non-traditional, and non-Ivy League students.

why study the law: Why the Police Should be Trained by Black People Natasha C. Pratt-Harris,
2022-04-25 Why the Police Should be Trained by Black People aligns scholarly and community
efforts to address how Black people are policed. It combines traditional models commonly taught in
policing courses, with new approaches to teaching and training about law enforcement in the U.S.
all from the Black lens. Black law enforcement professionals (seasoned and retired), scholars,
community members, victims, and others make up the contributors to this training textbook written
from the lens of the Black experience. Each chapter describes policing based on the experience of
being Black in the US, with concern about the life and life chances for Black people. With five
sections readers will be able to: Describe the history and theory of law enforcement, policing, and
society in Black communities Critically address how law enforcement and the nature of police work
intertwine with race-based societal and governmental norms and within law enforcement
administration and management Understand the variation in pedagogy, recruitment, selection, and
training that has impacted the experience of police officers, including Black police officers, and
Black people in the US Explore the role of law enforcement as crime control and crime prevention
agents as it relates to policing in Black communities and for Black people Address issues related to
race and use of force, misconduct, the law, ethics/values Assess research, contemporary issues, and
the future of law enforcement and policing, especially related to policing of Black people. Why the
Police Should be Trained by Black People brings pedagogical and scholarly responsibility for
policing in Black communities to life, revealing that police involved violence, community violence,
and relative lived experiences do not exist in a vacuum. Written with students in mind, it is essential
reading for those enrolled in policing courses including criminology, criminal justice, sociology, or
social work, as well as those undertaking police academy and in-service police training.

why study the law: American Indian Sovereignty and Law Wade Davies, Richmond L. Clow,
2009-02-04 American Indian Sovereignty and Law: An Annotated Bibliography covers a wide variety
of topics and includes sources dealing with federal Indian policy, federal and tribal courts, criminal
justice, tribal governance, religious freedoms, economic development, and numerous sub-topics
related to tribal and individual rights. While primarily focused on the years 1900 to the present,
many sources are included that focus on the 19th century or earlier. The annotations included in this
reference will help researchers know enough about the arguments and contents of each source to
determine its usefulness. Whenever a clear central argument is made in an article or book, it is
stated in the entry, unless that argument is made implicit by the title of that entry. Each annotation
also provides factual information about the primary topic under discussion. In some cases,
annotations list topics that compose a significant portion of an author's discussion but are not
obvious from the title of the entry. American Indian Sovereignty and Law will be extremely useful in
both studying Native American topics and researching current legal and political actions affecting
tribal sovereignty.

why study the law: Introduction to Charles III Gilad James, PhD, Charles III was one of the
kings of Spain during the Bourbon dynasty who ruled from 1759 to 1788. He was born in Madrid,
Spain, in 1716 and lived a privileged life as the second son of King Philip V. Charles III was educated
by the Jesuits and was trained to become a military officer, but he later decided to pursue a career in



public administration. He served as governor of Naples and Sicily, where he implemented policies
aimed at improving the economy, reducing corruption, and promoting agriculture. When Charles III
became king of Spain in 1759 at the age of 42, he inherited a country that was in dire economic,
political, and social crisis. He embarked on a series of reforms that aimed to modernize Spain and
bring it in line with the European powers. Charles implemented policies aimed at improving public
health, reducing poverty, and promoting education. He also reorganized the Spanish army,
established a new system of taxation, and supported scientific research. Charles III left a lasting
legacy as a reformer who modernized Spain, restored its economic and military power, and
improved the welfare of its people.

why study the law: The Law Student's Helper, 1915

why study the law: Hayek and Natural Law Erik Angner, 2007-04-05 Providing a radical new
reading of Hayek's life and work, this new book, by an important Hayekian scholar, dispels many of
the mysteries surrounding one of the most prominent economists and political philosophers of the
twentieth century. Angner argues that Hayek's work should be seen as continuous with the Natural
Law tradition, going on to analyze the response to his work and explain why some have found his
ideas so attractive and why others have found them so unpersuasive. The book develops novel
accounts of his thought on: spontaneous order information and coordination cultural evolution. This
fresh and incisive analysis is the perfect introduction to Hayek's thought for academics involved with
philosophical economics and the history of economic ideas as well as for scholars of all levels
seeking a new interpretation or deeper understanding of the origins of his work.

why study the law: Why Did Jesus Die and What Does That Have to Do with Me? Fred R.
Anderson, 2022-12-28 This book looks at atonement biblically, theologically, historically, and
sacramentally. Biblically it is tied to Scripture’s narrative of humanity’s failure to fulfill God’s
intention and God’s subsequent covenant with Abraham fulfilled in Jesus. Theologically, in Jesus the
eternal Logos became incarnate to fulfill God’s intention to deal with sin and begin again with a new
creation. Jesus’ death was not a payment for anything to anyone! It was the Triune God’s non-violent
way of absorbing, defeating, and overcoming sin and death for the world. Two chapters focus on
sacrifice: how it functioned in Israel’s life with God, how Paul and Hebrews use it, and how it
thereafter took on pagan connotations. Historically, three chapters review the development of
atonement theories through Gustav Aulén’s Christus Victor. After reviewing atonement theologies of
the last seventy-five years—especially feminist critiques of them—this retrieves Irenaeus and
Athanasius, offering an understanding of atonement influenced by Baillie, Barth, Moltmann,
Torrance, Von Balthazar, Tanner, and Weaver. Sacramentally, it describes how atonement is realized
through the word, baptism, Eucharist, and prayer. Sacramental “atonement” nurtures those “in
Christ” as members of God’s new creation through Jesus’ continuing high priestly ministry of
atonement, until his final return.

why study the law: WHY Marvin V Blake, 2015-04-08 WHY, is an epic story, 1838 - 1863,
chronicling the lives of two sisters, one white, the other black, both born in 1847, three days apart,
on Virginia's wealthy Rosewood Plantation. The white sister is the child of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Billings, Master and Mistress of Rosewood, one of the richest cotton plantations in the state of
Virginia. The black girl is the issue of the mating of Henry Billings, the Master of the Rosewood
Plantation, and one of his female black slaves. While growing up

why study the law: Getting Into Law Lianne Carter, 2014-03-11 Expert advice from Law
professionals and admission tutors covering everything a prospective law student needs to know,
from application and interview to landing a training contract and future career options.
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"Why ?" vs. "Why is it that ?" - English Language & Usage Stack Why is it that everybody

wants to help me whenever I need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I
need someone's help? Can you please explain to me

pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent 1” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and

american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago

Politely asking "Why is this taking so long??" You'll need to complete a few actions and gain 15
reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and answers are
useful. What's reputation and how do I get

Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English

Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of

"Why do not you come here?" vs "Why do you not come here?" "Why don't you come here?"
Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
the reason why you refuse to be someplace. "Let's go in

indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual’ or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say

Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from? "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something

Contextual difference between "That is why" vs “Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
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