why is politics important

why is politics important is a fundamental question that explores the role of governance,
power distribution, and decision-making in society. Politics shapes the framework within
which societies operate, influencing laws, social structures, economic policies, and
international relations. Understanding why politics is important reveals how it affects every
aspect of daily life, from public services to individual freedoms. This article delves into the
significance of politics by examining its impact on governance, social order, economic
development, and citizen participation. Additionally, it highlights the ways in which political
processes contribute to stability, justice, and progress. Through this comprehensive
overview, the importance of politics becomes clear in maintaining the functioning and
evolution of any community or nation.
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The Role of Politics in Governance

Definition and Scope of Governance

Governance refers to the structures, processes, and traditions that determine how power is
exercised, how decisions are made, and how citizens are given a voice. Politics is central to
governance because it establishes the mechanisms through which authority is distributed
and policies are formulated. Political systems—democracy, autocracy, and others—define
the nature of governance in any society, influencing how effectively a government can
respond to the needs and rights of its people.

Political Institutions and Their Functions

Political institutions such as legislatures, executives, and judiciaries are vital components of
governance. They create laws, enforce them, and interpret their application, ensuring order
and justice. The importance of politics lies in its ability to establish these institutions and
maintain a balance of power to prevent tyranny and abuse. Effective political systems
promote transparency, accountability, and rule of law, which are essential for sustainable
governance.



Politics and Social Order

Maintaining Law and Order

Politics is crucial in creating and enforcing laws that uphold social order. Through political
processes, societies define acceptable behavior, protect citizens, and resolve conflicts. The
legal frameworks enacted by political bodies serve as guidelines that regulate interactions
among individuals and groups, fostering harmony and reducing chaos.

Protecting Rights and Freedoms

Political systems safeguard individual and collective rights by establishing constitutions,
bills of rights, and legal protections. The importance of politics is evident in its role to
ensure freedom of speech, religion, and assembly, as well as protecting minorities and
vulnerable groups. Politics provides a platform for negotiating rights and responsibilities,
which sustains social cohesion and justice.

Economic Impact of Political Decisions

Policy-Making and Economic Growth

Political decisions directly influence economic development through policies on taxation,
trade, labor, and investment. Governments rely on political consensus to implement
strategies that promote growth, reduce poverty, and ensure equitable distribution of
resources. Understanding why politics is important includes recognizing its impact on
shaping economic environments that affect employment, income, and quality of life.

Regulation and Market Stability

Politics plays a decisive role in regulating markets to prevent abuses, monopolies, and
financial crises. Political frameworks establish rules that ensure fair competition and
consumer protection. The stability of economic systems depends heavily on political will
and governance effectiveness, highlighting the interconnection between politics and
economic well-being.

Citizen Participation and Political Engagement

Democracy and Voting

One of the primary reasons why politics is important is its connection to democratic
participation. Voting allows citizens to influence government policies and leadership.
Political engagement fosters accountability, responsiveness, and legitimacy in governance.



Active participation empowers individuals to shape the direction of their society and hold
elected officials accountable.

Civic Education and Awareness

Politics encourages civic education, helping citizens understand their rights, responsibilities,
and the functioning of political institutions. Informed populations contribute to more
effective governance and social progress. Political literacy strengthens democratic
processes and promotes informed decision-making among voters.

Ways Citizens Can Participate

e Voting in local and national elections

e Engaging in political discussions and debates

e Joining political parties or advocacy groups

e Participating in protests or public demonstrations

e Communicating with elected representatives

Politics in International Relations

Diplomacy and Global Cooperation

Politics extends beyond national borders, playing a critical role in international relations.
Governments engage in diplomacy to negotiate treaties, resolve conflicts, and establish
alliances. The importance of politics in this context lies in fostering peace, security, and
cooperation among nations, which are essential for global stability.

Addressing Global Challenges

Political collaboration is vital in tackling worldwide issues such as climate change, terrorism,
and pandemics. International political organizations and agreements enable countries to
coordinate efforts and share resources. The effectiveness of these initiatives depends on
political commitment and mutual trust, underscoring the global significance of political
processes.



Frequently Asked Questions

Why is politics important in a democratic society?

Politics is important in a democratic society because it provides a framework for citizens to
participate in decision-making, ensures representation of diverse interests, and helps
establish laws and policies that reflect the will of the people.

How does politics impact everyday life?

Politics impacts everyday life by influencing government policies on education, healthcare,
infrastructure, and economic opportunities, which directly affect citizens' quality of life and
social well-being.

Why is understanding politics important for young
people?

Understanding politics is important for young people because it empowers them to engage
in civic activities, advocate for their rights, and shape the future policies that will affect
their lives and communities.

How does politics contribute to social justice?

Politics contributes to social justice by enabling the creation and enforcement of laws that
protect human rights, promote equality, and address social inequalities within society.

Why is political participation essential for a functioning
government?

Political participation is essential for a functioning government because it legitimizes
authority, holds leaders accountable, and ensures that government actions reflect the will
and needs of the population.

How does politics influence economic development?

Politics influences economic development through policies related to taxation, trade,
regulation, and public investment, which can foster or hinder economic growth and
stability.

Why is political awareness important during elections?

Political awareness during elections is important because it helps voters make informed
decisions, choose competent leaders, and promote transparency and accountability in
government.



How can politics help resolve conflicts within society?

Politics helps resolve conflicts within society by providing mechanisms for dialogue,
negotiation, and compromise, which facilitate peaceful solutions to competing interests and
disputes.

Why is it important to have diverse political
representation?

Diverse political representation is important because it ensures that different perspectives,
experiences, and needs are considered in policymaking, leading to more inclusive and
equitable governance.

Additional Resources

1. Why Politics Matters: An Introduction to Political Science

This book explores the fundamental reasons politics is essential in society, explaining how
political systems shape our daily lives and influence social order. It provides a clear
overview of political theories, institutions, and processes that underscore the importance of
active citizenship. The author emphasizes the role of politics in resolving conflicts and
promoting collective decision-making.

2. The Importance of Politics: Understanding Power and Governance

This text delves into the relationship between power and governance, illustrating why
politics is crucial for organizing societies and protecting rights. It discusses various political
ideologies and how they impact policy-making and social justice. Readers gain insight into
why political participation is vital for sustaining democracy and addressing societal
challenges.

3. Politics: Why It Matters More Than You Think

Focusing on the pervasive influence of politics, this book argues that political decisions
affect every aspect of our lives, from the economy to education and healthcare. It
challenges readers to recognize their role in the political landscape and the consequences
of political apathy. The narrative encourages engagement and awareness as key to
fostering a just society.

4. Understanding Politics: The Key to a Better Society

This work highlights how understanding political mechanisms can lead to improved
governance and social progress. It breaks down complex political concepts into accessible
language and illustrates the importance of informed voting and civic responsibility. The
author also addresses how politics shapes social equality and community wellbeing.

5. Politics and Power: Why They Shape Our World

Examining the dynamics of power within political systems, this book explains why politics is
indispensable for maintaining order and facilitating change. It offers historical and
contemporary examples of political struggles and their impact on societies worldwide. The
text underscores the need for vigilance and participation to ensure power serves the public
good.



6. The Role of Politics in Modern Society

This book discusses the evolving nature of politics in the 21st century and its critical role in
addressing global issues such as climate change, inequality, and conflict. It highlights how
politics helps coordinate collective action and create frameworks for cooperation among
diverse groups. The author stresses that understanding politics is key to navigating and
influencing modern challenges.

7. Why Politics Is Essential: Building Communities and Protecting Rights

Focusing on the social functions of politics, this book explains how political processes help
build communities and safeguard individual and collective rights. It explores democratic
principles and the importance of political institutions in upholding justice and equality.
Readers learn about the balance between individual freedoms and societal responsibilities.

8. The Significance of Politics: Shaping the Future Together

This title emphasizes the forward-looking aspect of politics, portraying it as a tool for
shaping a shared future through collaboration and policymaking. It discusses the impact of
political engagement on education, healthcare, and economic development. The book
encourages readers to see politics as a means to create positive change and social
innovation.

9. Politics in Everyday Life: Why It Matters to You

Highlighting the intersection of politics and daily experiences, this book makes the case
that politics is not just about governments but about how communities function and thrive.
It illustrates how political decisions influence personal freedoms, public services, and social
norms. The author invites readers to recognize their personal stake in political outcomes
and become active participants.
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why is politics important: The Political Theory of Aristophanes Jeremy ]J. Mhire, Bryan-Paul
Frost, 2014-04-09 This original and wide-ranging collection of essays offers, for the first time, a
comprehensive examination of the political dimensions of that madcap comic poet Aristophanes.
Rejecting the claim that Aristophanes is little more than a mere comedian, the contributors to this
fascinating volume demonstrate that Aristophanes deserves to be placed in the ranks of the greatest
Greek political thinkers. As these essays reveal, all of Aristophanes' plays treat issues of fundamental
political importance, from war and peace, poverty and wealth, the relation between the sexes,
demagoguery and democracy to the role of philosophy and poetry in political society. Accessible to
students as well as scholars, The Political Theory of Aristophanes can be utilized easily in the
classroom, but at the same time serve as a valuable source for those conducting more advanced
research. Whether the field is political philosophy, classical studies, history, or literary criticism, this
work will make it necessary to reconceptualize how we understand this great Athenian poet and
force us to recognize the political ramifications and underpinnings of his uproarious comedies.
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why is politics important: State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East
Roger Owen, 2013-01-11 Roger Owen has fully revised and updated his authoritative text to take
into account the latest developments in the Middle East. This book continues to serve as an excellent
introduction for newcomers to the modern history and politics of this fascinating region. This third
edition continues to explore the emergence of individual Middle Eastern states since the fall of the
Ottoman Empire at the end of the First World War and the key themes that have characterized the
region since then.

why is politics important: Religion and Politics in the United States Kenneth D. Wald,
Allison Calhoun-Brown, 2010-08-16 Religion and Politics in the United States, Sixth Edition, offers a
comprehensive account of the role of religious ideas, institutions and communities in American life.
This book examines the ways religion can both compel and constrain involvement in politics and
policy. What facilitates political participation? What impedes it? What are the limits of religious
mobilization and involvement? Are there benefits? Are there dangers? Religion and Politics in the
United States addresses these questions by exploring how religion has influenced the structure of
American government and law as well as how religious perspectives inform contemporary political
issues including topics such as equal rights for women and gays. The book also explores the ways
that religion has affected the orientation of partisan politics in the United States. Through a detailed
review of the political attitudes and behaviors of major religious and minority faith traditions, the
book establishes that religion continues to be a major part of the American cultural and political
milieu while explaining that it must interact with many other factors to impact political outcomes in
the United States. The sixth edition reviews the role of religion in the 2008 election and includes
coverage of how religion informs the civil rights struggles of women and gay Americans.

why is politics important: Comparative Politics Daniele Caramani, 2017 With an
unparalleled amount of empirical material, this is the most comprehensive introduction to
comparative politics written by the leading experts in the field

why is politics important: Politics and Governance in the UK Michael Moran, 2017-10-13
The third edition of this comprehensive and innovative textbook provides an invaluable narrative and
insight into the ever-changing landscape of British politics. Updated to cover the 2015 General
Election, the Scottish independence referendum and changing relations with the European Union,
this extensively revised new edition sets out to provide students with a clear understanding of the
core features of British politics and contemporary governance, as well as an examination of the way
in which the governing process is becoming increasingly 'multi-level' and 'multi-agency'. Written in a
concise and accessible style by one of the leading authors in the field, this engaging text provides an
illuminating framework that draws on the range of analytical issues and theoretical debates in the
study of British politics. Through Moran's unrivalled account of the way Britain is governed, it is
clear to see why this text continues to be essential reading for undergraduate students of British
politics. New to this Edition: - Continued discussion on the influence of EU membership on British
politics A distinct emphasis on the rising importance of management in the system of government -
New 2017 update covers both the 2016 EU Referendum and the 2017 General Election, as well as
their repercussions for British politics.

why is politics important: British Politics For Dummies Julian Knight, Michael Pattison,
2015-01-20 Your updated and revised guide to British politics So, you want to be knowledgeable
about British politics but don't know where to start? You've come to the right place! British Politics
For Dummies is your essential guide to understanding even the trickiest questions surrounding
politics in the UK. In no time, you'll have the confidence to discuss the ins and outs of past and
present elections, political leaders, parties and ideologies. Packed with understandable information
on the origins, history and structure of the UK parliamentary system, British Politics For Dummies
offers a fascinating glimpse into the rollercoaster world of politics. Explaining everything from key
political ideologies and the spread of democracy to the current election process and the differences
between political parties, this hands-on, friendly guide is an ideal companion to British politics and
elections. Includes expanded coverage of coalition governments, devolution and independence



efforts Provides updated information on UKIP and Britain's place in Europe Serves as a helpful guide
to elections and British political parties—electoral systems, voting behaviour and trends and the role
of pressure groups and the media Offers a fascinating examination of British politics on the world
stage Whether you want to get to grips with British politics and government or build your knowledge
beyond the basics, this updated edition of British Politics For Dummies is the place to start.

why is politics important: Playing Politics with Science David B. Resnik, 2009 In Playing
Politics with Science, David B. Resnik explores the philosophical, political, and ethical issues related
to the politicization of science and develops a conceptual framework for thinking about government
restrictions on scientific practice.--BOOK JACKET.

why is politics important: Beyond Ethnic Politics in Africa Dominika Koter, 2016-10-13
Why do ethnic politics emerge in some ethnically diverse societies but not others? Focusing on
sub-Saharan Africa, Dominika Koter argues that the prevailing social structures of a country play a
central role in how politicians attempt to mobilize voters. In particular, politicians consider the
strength of local leaders, such as chiefs or religious dignitaries, who have historically played a
crucial role in many parts of rural Africa. Local leaders can change the electoral dynamics by
helping politicians secure votes among people of different ethnicities. Ethnic politics thus can be
avoided where there are local leaders who can serve as credible electoral intermediaries between
voters and politicians. Koter shows that there is widespread variation in the standing of local leaders
across Africa, as a result of long-term historical trends, which has meant that politicians have
mobilized voters in qualitatively different ways, resulting in different levels of ethnic politics across
the continent.

why is politics important: Hispanics and the U.S. Political System Chris Garcia, Gabriel
Sanchez, 2015-12-22 As the Hispanic population in the U.S. grows, so too does its influence. The
general election in 2000 marked an era of increased influence and awareness by Hispanics in
politics both as voters and politicians. While it is clear that Latinos are influencing and changing
politics, the impact on politics in the U.S. is still not clear. Authored by leading scholar, F. Chris
Garcia and Gabriel Sanchez, Hispanics and the U.S. Political System : Moving into the Mainstream
focuses on the historical, contemporary and future role of Hispanics in the United States.

why is politics important: Michael Oakeshott Selected Writings Collection Michael Oakeshott,
2014-08-26 A collection of 6 volumes of Oakeshott's work: Notebooks, 1922-86, Early Political
Writings 1925-30, The Concept of a Philosophical Jurisprudence, Vocabulary of a Modern European
State, Lectures in the History of Political Thought, and What is History?

why is politics important: Red Flags, Green Flags Dr Ali Fenwick, 2024-04-11 ‘A MODERN
MANUAL FOR ACING ALL SOCIAL INTERACTIONS THAT WILL TEACH YOU HOW TO HANDLE
THE TRICKIEST OF PEOPLE AND SITUATIONS' THOMAS ERIKSON, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF
SURROUNDED BY IDIOTS Discover the tools to identify healthy and toxic behaviours in all areas of
life and separate the red flags from the green, from TikTok psychologist Dr Ali Fenwick --- CRACK
THE BEHAVIOURAL CODE BEHIND EVERYDAY DRAMA Is there a situation(ship) you can’t find
your way out of? Do you wish you could spot toxic friendships from afar? Or maybe you feel like
you’ve had enough of some people, but struggle to set boundaries? From gaslighting crushes and
pushy parents to bosses that take credit for your work, Red Flags, Green Flags will transform how
you interpret and handle any situation, leading you straight into a fuss-free existence. An
internationally renowned psychologist and behavioural expert Dr Ali Fenwick is here to guide you
through the most crucial red and green flags - unhealthy and healthy social conduct - and equip you
with the psychological explanation behind each one. Improve your emotional intelligence and learn
how to understand your own needs and expectations when it comes to relationship building.

why is politics important: Why Youth Vote Bobbi Gentry, 2017-12-01 This book examines the
reasons why young people vote. Viewing political behavior through a psychological lens, this book
uses psychological developmental models to test the theory of political identity development and
explain how and why young people vote. Rather than studying why young people do not vote, as the
majority of the literature does, the book discusses the mechanisms and purpose behind youth voting.




Themes of the text include identifying how political identities develop in young people, how leaders
can contribute to identity development, and how we can explain differences between young
Independents who will vote and those who will not. The first chapter engages the reader with the
background for each theoretical element of the book and develops the argument for the book as a
whole. Three major substantive chapters discuss and test the theories of political identity
development, political leadership as identity role models, and how we misunderstand political
independence by not taking into account why young people might choose to identify as an
Independent. The final chapter discusses implications for upcoming elections and how this research
might better inform people and institutions interested in increasing youth turnout to reformulate
their approach. An overarching discussion of identity and the political components of identity
development, this book will be of interest to political scientists studying public opinion and voting
behavior, campaigns and elections, and political psychology, as well as practitioners such as civic
engagement and youth voting groups who wish to engage young people in the political process.

why is politics important: Public Value and Social Development Bing Wang, 2022-03-26
This book aims to seek for the truth which connects public value and social development as basis to
build a harmony community for individuals as well as society. The book tries to bridge science,
technology, economics, politics, history, ethics, and environment under the concept of public values,
and reveals the essentials of public policy for individual and social development. The potential
audience of the book are officials and policy makers in the public sectors, as well as managers in the
private sectors.

why is politics important: The Joy of Talking Politics with Strangers Elizabeth Chur,
2024-08-31 Elections are decided on front porches and phone calls across the country, one voter at a
time. The Joy of Talking Politics with Strangers is a comprehensive guidebook that helps volunteers
connect one-on-one with voters - our most powerful tool for winning elections. These conversations
can also spark unexpected moments of empathy and even kinship with our fellow Americans. After
2016, volunteer Elizabeth Chur realized it’s up to ordinary citizens to protect our democracy. She
started learning Spanish, began phone banking, and canvassed in California’s Central Valley, home
to some of the nation’s most contested swing districts. By talking with over 1,000 people, she
discovered how to forge meaningful connections with the hardest-to-reach voters, including: - Young
people - Latinos - People who say, “I don’t vote.” Filled with uplifting stories and practical tips, this
inspiring book helps you earn people’s trust - and their votes. It demonstrates how taking positive
action builds community and creates hope. Whether you're a first-time volunteer or seasoned
activist, The Joy of Talking Politics with Strangers shows you how to engage more effectively with
voters and win elections.

why is politics important: Why Irrational Politics Appeals Mari Fitzduff, 2017-02-13 The
2016 election has inspired millions of U.S. citizens-and struck panic in the hearts of millions more.
This book explains the allure of Trump, examines how Trump's success ties into the hopes and fears
of many Americans, and calls into question the limitations of our democratic system. Across the
United States and around the world, people are struggling to understand why so many turned to
Donald Trump-an individual described as rude and insensitive at best, and as racist, hateful, and
ignorant at worst-as their champion. Trump's nomination as the Republican presidential candidate,
and his subsequent election to president of the United States, upended many long-held assumptions
and beliefs about politics, such as the inevitable power of superfunding election syndicates and the
need for presidential candidates to have governance experience and broad knowledge of domestic
and foreign affairs. Why Irrational Politics Appeals: Understanding the Allure of Trump takes a
serious, scientific look at Trump and his politics against the backdrop of modern American society. It
brings together experts from a variety of psychological and political science fields to answer the
mystifying question of why people by the millions would follow a leader who to so many others
seems unqualified, undiplomatic, and in opposition to previously established standards for a national
leader. Readers will gain an understanding of how little a role rationality plays in political choices,
particularly-but not always-among citizens of certain socioeconomic backgrounds; and why Trump's



apparently divisive attitudes and prejudices, his lack of political correctness, and his hubris appeal
to so many voters. The book also raises questions about our democratic processes, and our need for
more thoughtful political cultures to ensure that citizens are adequately prepared to make important
leadership decisions that will affect the future of our nation's economy, social norms, and global
safety.

why is politics important: Political Engagement in Canadian City Elections R. Michael
McGregor, Laura B. Stephenson, 2024-03-12 Municipal elections in Canada don’t look much like
those held at the federal and provincial levels. A key difference is a significant discrepancy in voter
turnout, but relatively little is known about why far fewer people vote in city elections. Voters show
less interest in local government, seeing it as less influential than other levels, yet they believe their
views matter more to local politicians. Political Engagement in Canadian City Elections explores this
apparent contradiction by asking who participates in politics, how they go about it, and why.
Drawing from the Canadian Municipal Election Study, a novel survey of electors in eight large cities
across the country in 2017 and 2018, contributors consider factors ranging from the universal - such
as the demographic profile of voters or how economic conditions affect them - to the specific - for
example, participation in school board and council elections. There are more municipal elections
than any other kind in Canada. The discoveries in Political Engagement in Canadian City Elections
collectively represent a major leap forward in our understanding of voter activity at the community
and municipal level.

why is politics important: Great Delusion John J. Mearsheimer, 2018-09-25 A renowned
scholar argues that liberal hegemony—the policy America has pursued since the Cold War ended—is
doomed to fail Named a Financial Times Best Book of 2018 “Idealists as well as realists need to read
this systematic tour de force.”—Robert D. Kaplan, author of The Return of Marco Polo’s World It is
widely believed in the West that the United States should spread liberal democracy across the world,
foster an open international economy, and build international institutions. The policy of remaking
the world in America’s image is supposed to protect human rights, promote peace, and make the
world safe for democracy. But this is not what has happened. Instead, the United States has become
a highly militarized state fighting wars that undermine peace, harm human rights, and threaten
liberal values at home. In this major statement, the renowned international-relations scholar John
Mearsheimer argues that liberal hegemony—the foreign policy pursued by the United States since
the Cold War ended—is doomed to fail. It makes far more sense, he maintains, for Washington to
adopt a more restrained foreign policy based on a sound understanding of how nationalism and
realism constrain great powers abroad. The Great Delusion is a lucid and compelling work of the
first importance for scholars, policymakers, and everyone interested in the future of American
foreign policy.

why is politics important: Reasons Why I Love You Mr. Muffin, 2020-02-05 Abhimanyu
Rathore is an ambitious student of journalism who believes that love is just a myth. But things
change when he meets Subudhi. Strange, gorgeous and smart, Subudhi avoids reading Abhimanyu'’s
debut novel because she considers him a pervert. But then she ends up chewing the whole book as
she comes to know it’s based on the reasons why Abhimanyu loves her. Does she return to him?
Read Reasons Why I Love You and find out. There could be a reason behind these reasons, too.

why is politics important: The Politics of Place and the Limits of Redistribution Melissa
Ziegler Rogers, 2015-10-14 Numerous scholars have noticed that certain political institutions,
including federalism, majoritarian electoral systems, and presidentialism, are linked to lower levels
of income redistribution. This book offers a political geography explanation for those observed
patterns. Each of these institutions is strongly shaped by geography and provides incentives for
politicians to target their appeals and government resources to localities. Territorialized institutions
also shape citizens’ preferences in ways that can undermine the national coalition in favor of
redistribution. Moreover, territorial institutions increase the number of veto points in which
anti-redistributive actors can constrain reform efforts. These theoretical connections between the
politics of place and redistributive outcomes are explored in theory, empirical analysis, and case



studies of the USA, Germany, and Argentina.

why is politics important: 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Handbook John T
Ishiyama, Marijke Breuning, 2010-10-22 Via 99 entries or mini-chapters, the SAGE 21st Century
Reference Series volumes on political science highlight the most important topics, issues, questions,
and debates any student obtaining a degree in this field ought to have mastered for effectiveness in
the 21st century. 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Handbook serves as an authoritative
reference source that meets students’ research needs with more detailed information than
encyclopedia entries but not so much jargon, detail, or density as a journal article or a research
handbook chapter. An editorial advisory board comprised of eminent scholars from various subfields,
many of whom are also award-winning teachers, selected the most important general topics in the
discipline. The two volumes are divided into six major parts: 1) General Approaches of Political
Science; 2) Comparative Politics; 3) International Relations; 4) Political Science Methodology; 5)
Political Thought; and 6) American Politics. A section on identity politics includes chapters on topics
such as Race, Ethnicity, and Politics; Gender and Politics; Religion and Politics; and LGBT Issues/
Queer Theory. This two-volume resource makes fairly complex approaches in political science
accessible to advanced undergraduate and beginning graduate students.
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