
why is chemistry so difficult

why is chemistry so difficult is a question frequently asked by students and educators alike.
Chemistry, often regarded as a challenging subject, combines abstract concepts with practical
applications, making it complex to master. The difficulty arises from its reliance on understanding
atomic and molecular interactions, memorizing extensive terminology, and applying mathematical
principles to chemical phenomena. Additionally, chemistry requires a strong foundation in other
sciences, such as physics and mathematics, which can intensify the learning curve. This article
explores the multifaceted reasons behind the perception of chemistry as a difficult discipline,
including its conceptual challenges, problem-solving demands, and the abstract nature of its content.
By examining these factors, students and educators can better appreciate the intricacies of chemistry
and develop strategies to overcome its hurdles. The following sections delve into the specific reasons
why chemistry is so difficult, addressing cognitive demands, mathematical requirements, and the
abstractness of chemical theories.
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Memorization and Terminology Overload
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The Abstract Nature of Chemistry
Chemistry is inherently abstract, dealing with entities and processes that cannot be observed directly.
Unlike biology or earth sciences, where students can see specimens or landscapes, chemistry often
requires visualizing atoms, molecules, and electrons—entities smaller than the eye can perceive. This
abstractness demands a high level of imagination and the ability to conceptualize microscopic
interactions that govern macroscopic phenomena.

Atomic and Molecular Visualization
Understanding chemistry involves picturing how atoms bond, react, and transform. Models such as
ball-and-stick or space-filling representations help, but these remain symbolic and limited in
conveying the dynamic nature of chemical interactions. Students must grasp concepts like electron
clouds, molecular orbitals, and hybridization, which do not have direct physical analogs. This
conceptual leap can be challenging, contributing to the perception that chemistry is difficult.



Abstract Theoretical Models
Chemistry relies on theories and models that simplify complex realities, such as quantum mechanics
and thermodynamics. These models involve principles and equations that can be counterintuitive,
requiring learners to accept and work with approximations rather than concrete facts. The abstract
reasoning necessary to understand these models often intimidates students and complicates learning.

Mathematical Complexity in Chemistry
Mathematics plays a significant role in chemistry, from basic calculations to advanced quantitative
analysis. The integration of math elevates the difficulty level as students must be proficient in
algebra, logarithms, and sometimes calculus to solve chemical problems effectively. The quantitative
nature of chemistry requires precise computations and an understanding of mathematical principles
applied to chemical contexts.

Mathematical Skills Required
Chemistry problems often involve calculating molar masses, concentrations, reaction rates, and
equilibrium constants. These calculations demand familiarity with formulas, unit conversions, and
dimensional analysis. Without solid mathematical skills, students may find it hard to interpret and
solve chemical problems, reinforcing the notion that chemistry is a challenging subject.

Application of Formulas and Equations
Beyond arithmetic, chemistry requires applying various equations such as the ideal gas law, Nernst
equation, and rate laws. Understanding when and how to use these formulas correctly necessitates
both conceptual knowledge and mathematical fluency. The dual requirement increases cognitive load,
further complicating the learning process.

Conceptual Challenges and Learning Barriers
Chemistry encompasses numerous abstract concepts that build on each other, creating a cumulative
learning process. Misunderstandings at foundational levels can hinder progress, making the subject
appear overwhelmingly difficult. The complexity of chemical concepts often leads to confusion and
frustration among learners.

Interconnected Concepts
Key chemistry topics such as atomic structure, chemical bonding, and thermodynamics are
interrelated. Mastery of one topic is often necessary to understand the next. For example,
understanding molecular geometry depends on knowledge of electron configurations and bonding
theories. This interconnectedness requires sustained attention and comprehensive study, which can
challenge students’ cognitive abilities.



Common Misconceptions
Many students develop misconceptions about chemical phenomena, such as the nature of chemical
bonds or reaction spontaneity. These incorrect ideas can be difficult to unlearn and may persist
despite instruction. Addressing these misconceptions is essential but adds another layer of difficulty
to mastering chemistry.

Memorization and Terminology Overload
Chemistry involves a vast vocabulary of terms, symbols, and nomenclature that students must
memorize. The extensive terminology can be daunting, especially when combined with the need to
understand underlying concepts and perform calculations. This combination of memorization and
comprehension is a significant factor in the difficulty of chemistry.

Chemical Nomenclature
The systematic naming of compounds, including organic and inorganic species, requires memorizing
rules and exceptions. Students must learn prefixes, suffixes, and naming conventions, which can be
complex and sometimes inconsistent. This memorization challenge often slows down the learning
process.

Symbols and Formulas
Chemistry uses a variety of symbols to represent elements, ions, and molecules. Understanding
chemical formulas and equations requires familiarity with these symbols and the ability to interpret
their meaning. The extensive use of symbolic language adds to the cognitive load on students.

Problem-Solving and Analytical Skills
Chemistry is not only about memorizing facts but also about applying knowledge to solve problems
and analyze data. Developing these skills is essential for success but can be difficult for many
students. The analytical nature of chemistry requires critical thinking and the ability to approach
problems methodically.

Interpreting Experimental Data
Chemistry involves analyzing data from experiments, such as titration results, spectroscopy readings,
and reaction yields. Students must learn to interpret this data accurately, identify trends, and draw
conclusions. This analytical process can be challenging without proper training and experience.



Stepwise Problem-Solving Approach
Effective problem solving in chemistry often requires breaking down complex problems into
manageable steps. This approach requires practice and understanding of problem-solving strategies.
Students unfamiliar with this method may find chemistry problems overwhelming and difficult to
solve.

Effective Study Strategies for Chemistry
Overcoming the challenges of chemistry requires targeted study strategies and consistent practice.
Effective learning approaches can mitigate difficulties and enhance comprehension and retention.

Active Learning Techniques
Engaging actively with the material through practice problems, group discussions, and laboratory
work helps reinforce concepts. Active learning promotes deeper understanding and reduces the
abstractness of chemistry.

Utilizing Visual Aids and Models
Using molecular models, diagrams, and animations can aid in visualizing abstract concepts. These
tools help bridge the gap between theory and reality, making chemistry more accessible.

Regular Review and Practice
Consistent review of material and practicing problem-solving builds confidence and mastery.
Repetition helps memorize terminology and formulas while reinforcing conceptual understanding.

Build a strong foundation in basic sciences and mathematics.1.

Use visual aids to understand abstract concepts.2.

Practice problem-solving regularly to improve analytical skills.3.

Break down complex topics into smaller, manageable parts.4.

Address misconceptions promptly through clarification and practice.5.

Frequently Asked Questions



Why do many students find chemistry so difficult to
understand?
Many students find chemistry difficult because it involves abstract concepts, requires understanding
of both mathematical calculations and theoretical principles, and often demands memorization of
complex terminology and reactions.

How does the abstract nature of chemistry contribute to its
difficulty?
Chemistry deals with atoms, molecules, and reactions that cannot be seen directly, making it
challenging for students to visualize and grasp these concepts without strong spatial reasoning and
conceptual thinking skills.

Does the mathematical component in chemistry make it
harder for students?
Yes, the integration of math, such as algebra, stoichiometry, and equations, can make chemistry
more challenging for students who struggle with math, as they must apply mathematical skills to
solve chemical problems accurately.

How important is memorization in learning chemistry, and
why can it be difficult?
Memorization is important for learning chemical symbols, formulas, and reaction mechanisms, but it
can be difficult because there is a large volume of information that must be retained and understood
rather than just memorized blindly.

Can the difficulty of chemistry be attributed to the way it is
taught?
Sometimes, yes. If chemistry is taught without connecting concepts to real-life examples or without
sufficient practical experiments, students may find it abstract and harder to engage with, increasing
the perceived difficulty.

What study strategies can help overcome the difficulties of
learning chemistry?
Effective strategies include active learning through practice problems, visual aids like molecular
models, consistent review of concepts, relating chemistry to everyday life, and seeking help from
teachers or study groups to clarify doubts.

Additional Resources
1. “Why Chemistry Challenges Us: The Complexity Behind the Elements”
This book explores the inherent complexity of chemistry, breaking down why its abstract concepts



and intricate reactions can be difficult for students. It discusses the multi-step problem-solving nature
of chemistry and the need to integrate math and logic. Readers gain insights into cognitive hurdles
and strategies to overcome them.

2. “The Difficult Science: Understanding Chemistry’s Learning Curve”
Focused on the educational challenges of chemistry, this book examines why learners often struggle
more with chemistry than other sciences. It covers the abstract thinking required, symbolic
representations, and the necessity of mastering foundational concepts. The author provides practical
advice for educators and students alike.

3. “Chemistry: A Puzzle of Atoms and Bonds”
This title delves into the abstract and microscopic world chemistry describes, which makes it
challenging to visualize and comprehend. It explains how the complexity of atomic interactions and
molecular structures contributes to the difficulty. The book also offers analogies and visualization
techniques to help readers grasp tough concepts.

4. “Bridging the Gap: Making Chemistry Accessible”
This book investigates the disconnect between chemistry’s theoretical nature and students’ learning
experiences. It highlights common misconceptions and the importance of linking chemistry to real-
world contexts. Practical teaching methods and learning aids are presented to reduce chemistry’s
perceived difficulty.

5. “The Language Barrier in Chemistry: Symbols, Equations, and Problem Solving”
Chemistry has a unique language of symbols and equations that can intimidate learners. This book
unpacks how chemical notation and mathematical components create barriers to understanding. It
provides strategies to decode this language and improve problem-solving skills effectively.

6. “From Confusion to Clarity: Overcoming Chemistry Anxiety”
Addressing the emotional and psychological aspects, this book explores why chemistry often causes
anxiety and frustration. It discusses how fear of failure and abstract content contribute to difficulty.
The author offers mindfulness techniques, study habits, and mindset shifts to help students gain
confidence.

7. “Cognitive Challenges in Learning Chemistry”
This academic work reviews research on the cognitive demands chemistry places on learners. Topics
include working memory load, conceptual change, and the integration of multiple representations. It
also suggests instructional designs that accommodate these challenges to improve comprehension.

8. “Why Chemistry Feels Hard: Insights from Educational Psychology”
Drawing on educational psychology, this book explains why chemistry can be more difficult than other
subjects. It examines motivation, prior knowledge, and the role of misconceptions. Strategies to foster
deeper understanding and engagement are discussed.

9. “Making Sense of Chemistry: Tools and Techniques for Difficult Concepts”
This practical guide offers a variety of tools, such as models, simulations, and interactive activities, to
simplify complex chemical ideas. It emphasizes active learning and conceptual understanding over
rote memorization. Educators and students alike can benefit from its hands-on approach to mastering
chemistry.
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Gilbert, Miriam Reiner, Mary Nakhleh, 2007-12-05 External representations (pictures, diagrams,
graphs, concrete models) have always been valuable tools for the science teacher. This book brings
together the insights of practicing scientists, science education researchers, computer specialists,
and cognitive scientists, to produce a coherent overview. It links presentations about cognitive
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Wackerly, Sarah Zingales, Michael Wentzel, Gautam Bhattacharyya, Brett McCollum, 2025-03-25
This Research Topic has three main goals: (1) provide a platform for instructors of organic chemistry
to showcase evidence-based methods and educational theories they have utilized in their classrooms,
(2) build new and strengthen existing connections between educational researchers and
practitioners, and (3) highlight how people have used chemical education-based research in their
teaching practice. There are places in the literature dedicated for chemical education research
(CER); however, there is not a clear avenue for those that have changed their teaching methods
based on published CER and report their experiences. Creating this article collection will foster
collaboration between chemical education researchers and teachers of organic chemistry. This
opportunity allows these instructors to share evidence-based practices, experiences, challenges, and
innovative approaches from CER literature and beyond. This Research Topic bridges
discipline-based education research and the scholarship of teaching and learning, which will help
advance organic chemistry education and improve student outcomes.
  why is chemistry so difficult: What Every Engineer Should Know about Software Engineering
Phillip A. Laplante, Mohamad Kassab, 2022-11-03 This book offers a practical approach to
understanding, designing, and building sound software based on solid principles. Using a unique
Q&A format, this book addresses the issues that engineers need to understand in order to
successfully work with software engineers, develop specifications for quality software, and learn the
basics of the most common programming languages, development approaches, and paradigms. The
new edition is thoroughly updated to improve the pedagogical flow and emphasize new software
engineering processes, practices, and tools that have emerged in every software engineering area.
Features: Defines concepts and processes of software and software development, such as agile
processes, requirements engineering, and software architecture, design, and construction. Uncovers
and answers various misconceptions about the software development process and presents an
up-to-date reflection on the state of practice in the industry. Details how non-software engineers can
better communicate their needs to software engineers and more effectively participate in design and
testing to ultimately lower software development and maintenance costs. Helps answer the question:
How can I better leverage embedded software in my design? Adds new chapters and sections on
software architecture, software engineering and systems, and software engineering and disruptive
technologies, as well as information on cybersecurity. Features new appendices that describe a
sample automation system, covering software requirements, architecture, and design. This book is
aimed at a wide range of engineers across many disciplines who work with software.
  why is chemistry so difficult: Unifying Themes in Complex Systems Ali A. Minai, Yaneer
Bar-Yam, 2007-10-05 In recent years, scientists have applied the principles of complex systems
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science to increasingly diverse fields. The results have been nothing short of remarkable: their novel
approaches have provided answers to long-standing questions in biology, ecology, physics,
engineering, computer science, economics, psychology and sociology. The Third International
Conference on Complex Systems attracted over 400 researchers from around the world. The
conference aimed to encourage cross-fertilization between the many disciplines represented and to
deepen our understanding of the properties common to all complex systems.
  why is chemistry so difficult: Making Sense of Learning Norman Reid, Asma Amanat Ali,
2020-08-25 This textbook brings together findings from global research on teaching and learning,
with an emphasis on secondary and higher education. The book is unique in that the content is
selected in an original way and its presentation reflects the most recent research evidence related to
understanding. The book covers and presents themes that are based tightly on worldwide research
evidence, scrupulously avoiding opinion or any dependence on the personal experience of the
authors. The book starts by reflecting on educational research itself. The four chapters that follow
relate the story of the research that shows how all humans learn and the variations within that
framework. These chapters offer a tight framework that underpins much of the rest of the text. The
next four chapters look at the way school curricula are organised and how the performance of
learners can be assessed. They summarise the research evidence related to thinking skills and
consider the importance of practical teaching. This is followed by two chapters that draw from the
extensive social psychology research on attitude development as it applies in education, and then by
two chapters that summarise the research related to major issues of controversy: the performativity
agenda and the issue of quality. One chapter looks at the place of statistics in education. The next
two chapters look at the evidence that can support or undermine many typical education beliefs, or
myths and mirages. Finally, the last chapter brings it all together and looks into the future, pointing
to some areas where future research is likely to be helpful, based on current knowledge.
  why is chemistry so difficult: The Dyeing Industry Sydney Herbert Higgins, 1919
  why is chemistry so difficult: Figments of Reality Ian Stewart, Jack Cohen, 1997-07-28 Is
the universe around us a figment of our imagination? Or are our minds figments of reality? In this
refreshing new look at the evolution of mind and culture, bestselling authors Ian Stewart and Jack
Cohen eloquently argue that our minds necessarily evolved inextricably within the context of culture
and language. They go beyond conventional reductionist ideas to look at how the mind is the
response of an evolving brain trying to grapple with a complex environment. Along the way they
develop new and intriguing insights into the nature of evolution, science and humanity.
  why is chemistry so difficult: Teaching and Learning in the School Chemistry
Laboratory Avi Hofstein, Muhamad Hugerat, 2021-11-05 Research into the educational
effectiveness of chemistry practical work has shown that the laboratory offers a unique mode of
instruction, assessment and evaluation. Laboratory work is an integral and important part of the
learning process, used to encourage the development of high order thinking and learning alongside
high order learning and thinking skills such as argumentation and metacognition. Authored by
renowned experts in the field of chemistry education, this book provides a holistic approach to cover
all issues related to learning and teaching in the chemistry laboratory. With sections focused on
developing the skill sets of teachers, as well as approaches to supporting students in the laboratory,
the book offers a comprehensive look at vicarious instruction methods, teacher and students' roles,
and the blend with ICT, simulations, and other effective approaches to practical work. The book
concludes with a focus on retrospective issues, followed-up with a look to the future of laboratory
learning. A product of nearly fifty years of research, this book will be useful for chemistry teachers,
curriculum developers, researchers in chemistry education, and professional development providers.
  why is chemistry so difficult: Chemistry at Home John Emsley, 2015-11-06 Hand cream,
detergent, shower gel, toothpaste, toilet cleaner, air freshener, lipstick, perfume, low-fat spread,
painkiller, diet drink, insect repellent... hundreds of everyday products that make our lives so much
better than those of our forebears. And yet most of us know little about the ingredients they contain
and why they deliver the benefits we enjoy. Some people find it worrying when they examine the list



of ingredients on a packaging label, because all they read may be unintelligible names or E numbers.
It appears to be just chemicals, chemicals, chemicals. The aim of this book is to examine the
ingredients more closely and explain the reasons for their being used. Start reading and stop
worrying. Chemistry at Home has been written by award-winning popular science writer and
chemist, John Emsley, using non-technical language. The book has 12 chapters, each devoted to the
kinds of products we are likely to find around the home, including in the garage and the garden
shed. Chemistry at Home also includes a glossary which gives more technical information about the
molecules mentioned in the book.
  why is chemistry so difficult: If I Love You, Why Is It So Hard to Live With You? Susan
Gleeson, 2013-08-10 EMPATHY IS THE KEY: NO MATTER WHERE WE ARE IN THE LIFE OF AN
INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP, EMPATHY IS THE QUALITY WE NEED. After all is said and done, to
thrive in an intimate relationship, the quality most required is that of empathy extended from each
partner to the other. We can attain this state after both partners have learned to know and accept
themselves, and after they know and fully accept the other. In addition to empathy, we need to
become curious and diligent students of our relationship, the We that we create, which is an entity
unto itself and is as real as each of us as individuals. In If I Love You, Why Is It So Hard to Live With
You?, Dr. Gleeson discusses how we can tackle the process of learning how to know and accept
ourselves, how we can make a healthy choice of intimate partner, and how we can come to
understand our relationship.
  why is chemistry so difficult: Paradoxes of the Democratization of Higher Education Ted
I. K. Youn, 2016-11-17 Research in Social Problems and Public Policy presents important themes of:
social/crime problems and their treatment; criminal justice; law and public policy; crime, deviance
and social control; substance use/abuse and treatment; health and society; and institutional
interaction. This volume focuses on the democratization of higher education.
  why is chemistry so difficult: The 'Q' Factor Trudy Marwick,
  why is chemistry so difficult: Our Almost Impossible Universe R. Mirman, 2006 WHY GOD
COULD NOT CREATE THE UNIVERSE WITH A DIFFERENT DIMENSION EVEN IF IT WANTED TO
or perhaps anything else. Perhaps the universe must be the way it is. It seems that what is
omnipotent is mathematics, elementary arithmetic, just counting. Yet even mathematics is not
powerful enough to create a universe¿there are just too many conditions, conflicting. Existence is
impossible. Beyond that for there to be structure is quite inconceivable. But the universe does exist,
there are galaxies, stars, even the possibility of life. That life is possible merely allows it to exist but
only with the greatest good fortune does it actually occur. Intelligence is vastly less likely, ability
and technology far more improbable. That we are, what we are, seem so strange, inconceivable, that
we are left merely with wonder¿and, as we seem unable to realize, the need for the deepest care,
responsibility and gratitude. We have been given by the unbelievable benevolence of chance, no life,
but life with the most wondrous part of the universe, the ability to think, to know, to create, to
wonder¿and thus the demand that we use our most awesome gifts to protect them, to protect and
preserve the world in which they exist, and the life, likely so rare if not unique in the universe, which
has received these astounding favors of chance, that has been given by nature its most exalted
constituents. What we are requires that we enhance what we are, what we are part of, to see,
understand and be grateful. An exploration of the precise conditions required for the existence of
humans in the universe. ...the author does an admirable job delineating the laws of physics without
becoming too bogged down in complicated jargon, and he maintains a sense of wonder about the
unique and random nature of the universe. He repeatedly celebrates our highly improbable
achievements as a species, marveling at our ability to use the language of abstract mathematics to
unravel the mysteries of existence. ... the prevailing tone of the narrative is clear and confident,
marked by a meticulous attention to detail. An...often fascinating journey through the history of the
universe and mankind. -Kirkus Discoveries
  why is chemistry so difficult: Eye of the Needle Craig Downey, 2015-05-27 I have been to
the peak of achievement both physically and mentally and have fallen to the depths of despair



entangled in the darker side of life deep within oneself. I write of very real solutions to find a more
profound connection with the world around and overcome the mundane, which is so common in a
routine, predictable world we can find ourselves in. I have suffered very real problems and on more
than one occasion have found myself in circumstances where, in most cases, there is little chance of
getting back to not only a normal way of life but to a way of life where I could really achieve and
have a productive and fulfilling life. There are few positives that can be drawn from the agony of
mental illness other than those that are procured from the challenge of the experience. When you
experience such a condition, you are open to wider range of thoughts and see visit areas of the mind
that many of us would never know in our everyday lives. If you are strong inside and maintain a
belief in yourself, it is possible to articulate these thoughts and feelings and present them to others
so they can not only benefit from avoiding the traps and pitfalls that lead us to lose control of our
lives but to benefit from the insight I have gained in fighting all the way back from the deepest
darkest recesses of the mind. What fundamentally we need most of all in life is what I term a touch
of magic to provide some hope for love in the harshness ultimately of the world in which we live.
This translates to religion usually in a wider sense, but I have found the road for individuals to take
this path after much soul searching. I guarantee successful application in nearly all areas, and I
assure you, I am a compassionate believer in the materialalthough take heed, all things should be
taken in measure, and you should develop your own understanding.
  why is chemistry so difficult: The Medical times , 1851
  why is chemistry so difficult: Journal of Chemical Education , 1925 Includes Report of New
England Association of Chemistry Teachers, and Proceedings of the Pacific Southwest Association of
Chemistry Teachers.
  why is chemistry so difficult: Clearing the Path for Developing Learners Peg Grafwallner,
2023-05-16 All learning is based on the mastery of essential literary skills, and in this impactful title
from author and reading specialist Peg Grafwallner, educators will discover tools they need to
embed literacy into all subjects. Using this book’s skill-building strategies and reproducibles,
educators can effectively teach those literacy skills to support developing students as they learn to
read, write, and think critically. Through this title, educators will discover how to: Expand their
teaching methods to include literacy skills Introduce literacy into daily lesson planning Embed
reading comprehension into any subject area Create a positive classroom culture through relevant
and relatable vocabulary strategies Scaffold instruction using literacy strategies to boost
subject-area comprehension Contents: Introduction Part I: Your Roadmap to Teaching Essential
Skills Chapter 1: Prioritize Essential Skills in Your Classroom Chapter 2: Foster a Sustainable
Classroom Culture Chapter 3: Unpack Academic Standards to Identify Essential Skills Chapter 4:
Harness Brain-Based Teaching Techniques Part II: Your Essential Skills Starter Kit Chapter 5:
Locate the Main Idea and Identify Supporting Details Chapter 6: Compose a Summary Chapter 7:
Interpret and Apply Academic Vocabulary Chapter 8: Identify and Apply Inference Chapter 9:
Identify and Understand Cause–Effect Relationships Chapter 10: Identify and Understand
Relationships Using Compare–Contrast Chapter 11: Delineate and Evaluate Arguments Epilogue
References and Resources Index
  why is chemistry so difficult: The Rotarian , 1925-12 Established in 1911, The Rotarian is the
official magazine of Rotary International and is circulated worldwide. Each issue contains feature
articles, columns, and departments about, or of interest to, Rotarians. Seventeen Nobel Prize
winners and 19 Pulitzer Prize winners – from Mahatma Ghandi to Kurt Vonnegut Jr. – have written
for the magazine.
  why is chemistry so difficult: The Medical Times and Gazette , 1851
  why is chemistry so difficult: Back on Track George Kenneth Marshall, MD, 2019-04-16
Although Zack Taylor has become an alcoholic after asking his drug-addicted wife to leave the home,
he has two delightful children, Sissy and Danny, who implement a search for their grandparents that
Zack and Elaine had excluded from their lives. Zack is neglecting the children with gambling and
alcohol consumption. After losing a tidy sum to Zack in a betting card game the loser, a drug cartel



kingpin, abducts Zack eventually transferring him to a drug packaging factory in Belize where he’s
held prisoner. As Zack goes through alcohol withdrawal, he recognizes the foolishness of his path in
life, and as he’s exposed to the Christian faith of his fellow prisoner, he finds new hope in Jesus.
Sissy and Danny reconnect with their grandparents who welcome them joyously while Zack and his
new Christian friend break out of their factory prison and join Zack’s younger brother, Evan, an
engineer working in Belize. After several harrowing experiences Zack, Evan, and Evan’s fiancée,
Alice, make it back to the United States to rejoin their families. Soon after their return a successful
effort is made to find Elaine. However, she is terminally ill with a drug-related infection. The families
take Elaine home to give comfort care; eventually, Elaine declares her Faith. Can Zack and his
children take this opportunity to rebuild their lives despite Zack’s history of alcohol addiction and a
destructive lifestyle by turning to and trusting in Jesus Christ?
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