
why is chemistry so hard

why is chemistry so hard is a question frequently asked by students and educators alike. Chemistry is often
perceived as a challenging subject due to its abstract concepts, complex problem solving, and the need for a
strong foundation in both mathematics and science. Understanding the reasons behind the difficulty can help
learners develop effective study strategies and improve their grasp of the subject. This article explores the
multifaceted nature of chemistry, highlighting the cognitive demands it places on students and the common
obstacles encountered during learning. Additionally, it examines the role of instructional methods and
curriculum design in shaping students’ experiences. The discussion also includes practical tips for overcoming
challenges and fostering a deeper comprehension of chemical principles. Below is an outline of the main topics
that will be covered to provide a comprehensive insight into why chemistry is so hard.

The Abstract Nature of Chemistry

Mathematical Foundations and Problem Solving

Complex Terminology and Symbolism

Conceptual Interconnections and Cognitive Load

Laboratory Skills and Practical Application

Instructional Challenges and Learning Environment

Strategies to Overcome Difficulties in Chemistry

The Abstract Nature of Chemistry

Chemistry is inherently abstract, requiring students to understand concepts that cannot be directly observed.
Unlike subjects that deal with tangible objects, chemistry often deals with atoms, molecules, and reactions
occurring at the microscopic or molecular level. This abstractness contributes significantly to why chemistry
is so hard for many learners.

Understanding Atomic and Molecular Structures

Students must visualize and comprehend the structure and behavior of atoms and molecules, which are invisible
to the naked eye. The atomic theory, electron configurations, and molecular geometry demand spatial reasoning
and imagination, skills that are not naturally developed in all learners.

Grasping Chemical Reactions and Mechanisms

Chemical reactions involve changes at the atomic level that are not directly observable. Understanding
reaction mechanisms requires following electron movements, bond formations, and breakages, which adds to the
difficulty of mastering the subject.

Mathematical Foundations and Problem Solving

Mathematics plays a crucial role in chemistry, especially in areas such as stoichiometry, thermodynamics, and



kinetics. The integration of mathematical concepts with chemical principles is a major factor in why chemistry is
so hard for students with weaker math skills.

Stoichiometry and Quantitative Analysis

Stoichiometry involves quantitative relationships between reactants and products in chemical reactions. It
requires proficiency in algebra, ratios, and unit conversions, which can be challenging for students who
struggle with math.

Interpreting Graphs and Data

Chemistry often involves interpreting graphs, data tables, and experimental results. Analytical skills are
necessary to draw conclusions and solve problems based on empirical evidence, adding another layer of
complexity.

Complex Terminology and Symbolism

Chemistry utilizes a specialized language composed of technical terms, symbols, and formulas. This lexicon can
be overwhelming and contributes significantly to the perception that chemistry is difficult.

Chemical Nomenclature

Learning the systematic names of compounds, prefixes, suffixes, and rules for naming inorganic and organic
chemicals requires memorization and understanding of patterns, which can be challenging for beginners.

Use of Symbols and Formulas

Chemists use symbols to represent elements and formulas to depict compounds and reactions. Mastery of these
symbols is essential for effective communication and problem solving in chemistry.

Conceptual Interconnections and Cognitive Load

Chemistry concepts are highly interconnected, requiring students to integrate knowledge from various subfields
simultaneously. This interconnectedness increases cognitive load and contributes to why chemistry is so hard.

Building on Prior Knowledge

New topics in chemistry often depend on understanding previous concepts, such as atomic theory before bonding
or bonding before molecular geometry. Gaps in foundational knowledge can hinder progression and
comprehension.

Multistep Reasoning

Solving chemical problems frequently involves multiple steps, combining theory, calculations, and conceptual
understanding. Managing this complexity demands high cognitive effort and strong critical thinking skills.



Laboratory Skills and Practical Application

In addition to theoretical knowledge, chemistry requires hands-on laboratory skills. The practical aspect
introduces additional challenges related to precision, safety, and experimental techniques.

Developing Technical Competence

Handling chemical substances, using laboratory equipment, and conducting experiments safely require training
and practice. Many students find the practical component daunting, especially when results do not match
expectations.

Connecting Theory to Practice

Translating theoretical concepts into experimental procedures and interpreting laboratory data correctly is
essential but challenging. This connection is critical to mastering chemistry but contributes to its perceived
difficulty.

Instructional Challenges and Learning Environment

The way chemistry is taught greatly influences student success. Ineffective teaching methods and lack of
engagement can exacerbate the difficulties associated with the subject.

Teaching Methods and Curriculum Design

Traditional lecture-heavy instruction may not address diverse learning styles or provide sufficient
opportunities for active learning. A curriculum that is too fast-paced or disjointed can overwhelm students.

Student Attitudes and Motivation

Negative perceptions about chemistry’s difficulty can lead to decreased motivation and increased anxiety,
creating a cycle that further impedes learning and retention.

Strategies to Overcome Difficulties in Chemistry

Despite its challenges, chemistry can be mastered with the right approaches. Implementing effective study habits
and utilizing available resources can mitigate why chemistry is so hard for many students.

Active Learning and Practice

Engaging actively with the material through problem-solving, discussion, and teaching others enhances
understanding. Regular practice helps reinforce concepts and improve problem-solving skills.

Utilizing Visual Aids and Analogies

Visual tools such as models, diagrams, and animations assist in comprehending abstract concepts. Analogies
linking chemistry to everyday experiences can make difficult topics more relatable and easier to grasp.



Seeking Support and Resources

Accessing tutoring, study groups, and supplementary materials can provide personalized assistance and diverse
perspectives, making challenging topics more accessible.

Developing Mathematical Skills

Strengthening math proficiency through targeted practice is essential for success in chemistry. Focused review
of necessary mathematical concepts can reduce anxiety and improve problem-solving accuracy.

Effective Time Management

Allocating consistent study time and breaking down complex topics into manageable segments prevent cognitive
overload and promote steady progress.

Abstract concepts require visualization and imagination.

Mathematics integration increases cognitive demands.

Complex terminology necessitates memorization and understanding.

Interconnected topics require cumulative knowledge.

Laboratory skills add practical challenges.

Instructional methods impact learning effectiveness.

Active learning and support strategies enhance mastery.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do many students find chemistry so hard to understand?

Many students find chemistry hard because it involves abstract concepts, complex problem-solving, and
requires understanding both mathematical calculations and memorization of various reactions and formulas.

Is chemistry hard because it combines math and science?

Yes, chemistry is challenging for some because it integrates mathematical skills with scientific concepts,
requiring students to apply formulas, balance equations, and analyze data while also grasping theoretical
ideas.

How can the difficulty of chemistry be reduced for students?

The difficulty of chemistry can be reduced through practical hands-on experiments, visual aids, breaking down
complex topics into simpler parts, consistent practice, and seeking help from teachers or tutors when needed.



Does the difficulty of chemistry depend on the teaching method?

Absolutely. Effective teaching methods that engage students, use real-world examples, and encourage
interactive learning can make chemistry more accessible and less intimidating for learners.

Are there specific topics in chemistry that make it harder than other sciences?

Certain topics like stoichiometry, thermodynamics, organic chemistry, and chemical bonding are often considered
harder because they require a deeper conceptual understanding and the ability to apply knowledge to solve
complex problems.

Additional Resources
1. The Complexity of Chemistry: Understanding the Challenges
This book explores the intrinsic complexity of chemistry as a science, delving into why students often find it
difficult. It explains the abstract concepts, the need for strong mathematical skills, and the requirement to
visualize molecules and reactions. Through clear examples and analogies, it helps readers grasp the factors
that make chemistry a challenging subject.

2. Breaking Down Chemistry: A Guide to Overcoming Difficulties
Focused on practical strategies, this guide helps learners identify common stumbling blocks in chemistry. It
offers study techniques, problem-solving methods, and ways to build conceptual understanding. The book
emphasizes the importance of foundational knowledge and consistent practice.

3. Why Chemistry Feels Hard: The Science Behind the Struggle
This book examines the cognitive and educational reasons why chemistry is perceived as difficult. It highlights
the abstract nature of chemical concepts, the multiple representations used, and the integration of math skills.
The author also discusses how teaching methods can impact student success.

4. Mastering Chemistry: Overcoming the Learning Curve
Aimed at students, this book provides a step-by-step approach to mastering challenging chemistry topics. It
includes tips on studying effectively, handling complex problems, and developing a scientific mindset. The book
encourages persistence and offers motivational insights from experienced chemists.

5. The Abstract World of Chemistry: Why It’s Tough and How to Tackle It
This book delves into the abstract and microscopic nature of chemistry that often confuses learners. It
explains how the invisible world of atoms and molecules requires imagination and critical thinking. Readers
learn techniques to visualize and conceptualize chemical phenomena more clearly.

6. Chemistry Anxiety: Understanding and Conquering the Fear of Chemistry
Addressing the emotional barriers to learning chemistry, this book discusses chemistry anxiety and its effects
on performance. It provides strategies to build confidence, reduce stress, and develop a positive attitude
toward the subject. The book also includes testimonials and success stories from students who overcame their
fears.

7. The Math Factor in Chemistry: Why Math Makes Chemistry Harder
This book focuses on the mathematical demands of chemistry and how they contribute to its difficulty. It
explains key math concepts used in chemistry and offers methods to improve math skills specifically for
chemistry applications. The author aims to demystify the math-chemistry connection for students.

8. Visualizing Chemistry: Tools to Simplify Complex Concepts
Visual learning is crucial in chemistry, and this book provides various visualization techniques to aid
understanding. It covers molecular models, diagrams, animations, and other tools that help students grasp
difficult topics. The book encourages active learning through visual aids.

9. From Confusion to Clarity: Transforming Your Chemistry Experience
This inspirational book guides readers through the journey from struggling with chemistry to achieving clarity



and success. It combines practical advice, study plans, and motivational stories to help learners change their
mindset. The book emphasizes that chemistry is hard but conquerable with the right approach.
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  why is chemistry so hard: What Every Engineer Should Know about Software
Engineering Phillip A. Laplante, Mohamad Kassab, 2022-11-03 This book offers a practical
approach to understanding, designing, and building sound software based on solid principles. Using
a unique Q&A format, this book addresses the issues that engineers need to understand in order to
successfully work with software engineers, develop specifications for quality software, and learn the
basics of the most common programming languages, development approaches, and paradigms. The
new edition is thoroughly updated to improve the pedagogical flow and emphasize new software
engineering processes, practices, and tools that have emerged in every software engineering area.
Features: Defines concepts and processes of software and software development, such as agile
processes, requirements engineering, and software architecture, design, and construction. Uncovers
and answers various misconceptions about the software development process and presents an
up-to-date reflection on the state of practice in the industry. Details how non-software engineers can
better communicate their needs to software engineers and more effectively participate in design and
testing to ultimately lower software development and maintenance costs. Helps answer the question:
How can I better leverage embedded software in my design? Adds new chapters and sections on
software architecture, software engineering and systems, and software engineering and disruptive
technologies, as well as information on cybersecurity. Features new appendices that describe a
sample automation system, covering software requirements, architecture, and design. This book is
aimed at a wide range of engineers across many disciplines who work with software.
  why is chemistry so hard: Clearing the Path for Developing Learners Peg Grafwallner,
2023-05-16 All learning is based on the mastery of essential literary skills, and in this impactful title
from author and reading specialist Peg Grafwallner, educators will discover tools they need to
embed literacy into all subjects. Using this book’s skill-building strategies and reproducibles,
educators can effectively teach those literacy skills to support developing students as they learn to
read, write, and think critically. Through this title, educators will discover how to: Expand their
teaching methods to include literacy skills Introduce literacy into daily lesson planning Embed
reading comprehension into any subject area Create a positive classroom culture through relevant
and relatable vocabulary strategies Scaffold instruction using literacy strategies to boost
subject-area comprehension Contents: Introduction Part I: Your Roadmap to Teaching Essential
Skills Chapter 1: Prioritize Essential Skills in Your Classroom Chapter 2: Foster a Sustainable
Classroom Culture Chapter 3: Unpack Academic Standards to Identify Essential Skills Chapter 4:
Harness Brain-Based Teaching Techniques Part II: Your Essential Skills Starter Kit Chapter 5:
Locate the Main Idea and Identify Supporting Details Chapter 6: Compose a Summary Chapter 7:
Interpret and Apply Academic Vocabulary Chapter 8: Identify and Apply Inference Chapter 9:
Identify and Understand Cause–Effect Relationships Chapter 10: Identify and Understand
Relationships Using Compare–Contrast Chapter 11: Delineate and Evaluate Arguments Epilogue
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  why is chemistry so hard: The Nine Fantasies That Will Ruin Your Life (and the Eight
Realities That Will Save You) Joy Browne, M.D., 2010-02-17 Dr. Joy Browne has spent nearly
twenty years advising thousands of women and men about their frustrations and disappointments.
She has diagnosed the ways we get in trouble and stay there. In turn, Dr. Joy has developed a proven
prescription to free us from our self-defeating thoughts and habits that allows for real progress
toward our goals. She calls her plan for emotional health The Nine Fantasies That Will Ruin Your
Life and the Eight Realities That Will Save You. In this groundbreaking book, Dr. Joy Browne shows
you how to apply these simple, powerful ideas to your marriage, personal relationships, career,
finances, health, and every other area of your life. No matter how difficult or long-standing your
problems, Dr. Joy will show you how to become a fearless, focused, and, most important, happy
adventurer in your own life. That may sound like a fantasy, but you can make it your new reality.
  why is chemistry so hard: Paradoxes of the Democratization of Higher Education Ted I.
K. Youn, 2016-11-17 Research in Social Problems and Public Policy presents important themes of:
social/crime problems and their treatment; criminal justice; law and public policy; crime, deviance
and social control; substance use/abuse and treatment; health and society; and institutional
interaction. This volume focuses on the democratization of higher education.
  why is chemistry so hard: Break the Caste George Gerharz, 2021-10-01 In Break the Caste,
George Gerharz unmasks common American misperceptions of poverty, inequality, and social
mobility. Based on personal experience from five decades of anti-poverty work and current research,
he proposes solutions to inequality, lack of mobility, and poverty and examines how the American
social order and corporate powers create these problems. In this book, he provides four strategies to
create a more equal and economically mobile nation.
  why is chemistry so hard: Crush Your Test Anxiety Ben Bernstein, 2018-08-01 Tests cause a
lot of stress and anxiety, but no more! Performance coach Ben Bernstein delivers a comprehensive
training guide on how to improve test scores. These lessons avoid memorization and answering
strategies and instead address the test-taker individually to determine what they need to perform
well at test time. Based on 50 years of teaching experience and 35 years of practice as a clinical
psychologist, this book distills the best practices used by elite athletes, performing artists, and top
business executives to create a system that can be applied to any test, including the SAT, ACT,
LSAT, MCAT, GRE, GMAT, licensing exams, finals, and even driving tests. The system trains test
takers to be calm, confident, and focused: the dependable “three-legged stool” for successful
performance. Also included are special chapters for parents and teachers, as well as online access to
additional test-prep material for individual use.
  why is chemistry so hard: AboutAverage. com Jacey Hill, 2010-06 Jacey finds herself staring
at the computer as a thirty-year-old newly divorced, single mother of two baby girls. After her
marriage takes an unexpected turn, Jacey realizes that she must begin dating again but is not sure
how to start. Afraid to admit defeat, afraid to face failure, and afraid to move forward, she makes the
bold, yet comical decision, to embark on internet dating. As she experiences the roller coaster of
internet dating and, once again, becomes comfortable in her own skin, she meets many interesting
men... At the same time she learns a tremendous amount of information about herself as she grows
emotionally from one phase of her life into many others. With the lively support of her mother and
her friends, Jacey begins a humorous and unforgettable journey into the modern world of dating.
Come along with Jacey to experience the highs and the lows along with the many humorous, yet
poignant situations that she encounters as she tries to find her soul mate through her computer
screen.
  why is chemistry so hard: Why Is Organic Chemistry So Hard? Robert Stockland, Jr.,
2021-09-25 Study guide to help college students excel in organic chemistry.
  why is chemistry so hard: NanoMan Heather Menzies Jones, 2011-12-29 Jake Avery is a
brilliant chemistry professor, gorgeous and screwing up royally. He leaves first wife Angela and baby
girl to marry Helen. She's a professor too - and as beautiful as Jake is handsome. Helen's also
ruthless, hyper-competitive and will sell her soul to obtain money for her scientific research, even if



those with the deep pockets are Rapture-believing evolution deniers. Jake has to figure out how to
put a brake on his downward spiral before he's completely nano-sized--Lulu.com.
  why is chemistry so hard: A Teen's Guide to Success Ben Bernstein, 2013-05-25 The world’s
teenagers have never been so challenged as they are today. The constant demands of parents,
school, work, peers, social media, athletics, music. . . has created a generation who, while
tremendously capable, are also tremendously stressed. Today’s teens are expected to not only do it
all but to do it now. Having personally coached thousands of students over his years as an educator
and a professional performance coach, Dr. Bernstein (Dr. B) understands and connects with today’s
young adults. He knows they are intelligent, talented and full of creative energy and he uses his
decades of experience in A Teen’s Guide to Success to help teen’s succeed. A Teen’s Guide to
Success shares principles and skills that help teens discover their higher potential and learn how to
be calm, confident and focused in whatever situation they find themselves. Teens will learn the same
techniques that all top athletes, musicians, business leaders and other successful people practice. As
teens implement the tools taught in A Teen's Guide to Success they will find a roadmap to achieve
their potential and be successful in all aspects of their lives.
  why is chemistry so hard: Logic, Automata, and Computational Complexity Bruce M. Kapron,
2023-05-22 Professor Stephen A. Cook is a pioneer of the theory of computational complexity. His
work on NP-completeness and the P vs. NP problem remains a central focus of this field. Cook won
the 1982 Turing Award for “his advancement of our understanding of the complexity of computation
in a significant and profound way.” This volume includes a selection of seminal papers embodying
the work that led to this award, exemplifying Cook’s synthesis of ideas and techniques from logic
and the theory of computation including NP-completeness, proof complexity, bounded arithmetic,
and parallel and space-bounded computation. These papers are accompanied by contributed articles
by leading researchers in these areas, which convey to a general reader the importance of Cook’s
ideas and their enduring impact on the research community. The book also contains biographical
material, Cook’s Turing Award lecture, and an interview. Together these provide a portrait of Cook
as a recognized leader and innovator in mathematics and computer science, as well as a gentle
mentor and colleague.
  why is chemistry so hard: Journal of Northwest Anthropology Roderick Sprague, Medicine
Crossing: Representing Native American Lived Experience - Benedict J. Colombi Evidence for
Thermal Preconditioning in Patinated Basaltic Chipped Stone Artifacts -Edward F. Bakewell
Abstracts of Papers Presented at the 56th Annual Northwest Anthropological Conference,
Bellingham, 19-22 March 2003 Barnacles: Fed Up with Being Unappreciated; First Prize Student
Paper 56th Northwest Anthropological Conference - Keturah Huber and Jade Sommer Northern
Exposure: A Site for Hegemonic Struggle? Second Prize Student Paper 56th Northwest
Anthropological Conference - Jennifer C. Gatzke Sea-Level History and the Archaeology of the
Northern Oregon Coast: A Case Study from Netarts Bay - Robert J. Losey
  why is chemistry so hard: Why We Write Meredith Maran, 2013-01-29 Twenty of America's
bestselling authors share tricks, tips, and secrets of the successful writing life. Anyone who's ever
sat down to write a novel or even a story knows how exhilarating and heartbreaking writing can be.
So what makes writers stick with it? In Why We Write, twenty well-known authors candidly share
what keeps them going and what they love most—and least—about their vocation. Contributing
authors include: Isabel Allende David Baldacci Jennifer Egan James Frey Sue Grafton Sara Gruen
Kathryn Harrison Gish Jen Sebastian Junger Mary Karr Michael Lewis Armistead Maupin Terry
McMillan Rick Moody Walter Mosley Susan Orlean Ann Patchett Jodi Picoult Jane Smiley Meg
Wolitzer
  why is chemistry so hard: The Rotarian , 1925
  why is chemistry so hard: Reason and Persuasion John Holbo, 2016-01-09 Three complete
Plato dialogues - Euthyphro, Meno, Republic Book I - in a fresh English translation, with extensive
commentary and original illustrations. Reason and Persuasion is suitable as an introductory textbook
or for more advanced students of Plato and philosophy. The fourth edition is substantially revised,



extended and improved. There is no dearth of textbooks offering an introduction to Plato's thought,
but Holbo's stands apart in the scope of its introductory material and its user-friendly style ... The
colloquial yet accurate translation by Belle Waring serves to reduce the distance between the
student and the world of the dialogues ... Holbo's commentaries on these three dialogues serve to
situate them both as individual works and also as parts of Plato's overall project of showing the
problems of persuasion divorced from reason. Rather than taking a strictly scholarly approach the
author has made clear the relevance of these texts for questions even non-philosophers should find
worth asking. For instructors seeking an introductory text for first time readers of Plato, Holbo's
book is worthy of consideration. Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews (review of the 3rd edition)
  why is chemistry so hard: Why I Believe Dr. Henry Cloud, 2024-06-18 A leadership expert,
clinical psychologist, and New York Times bestselling author asks the big questions and shares his
early mental health struggles in this groundbreaking, uplifting book. World-renowned psychologist
and leadership expert Henry Cloud has impacted millions of lives through his groundbreaking books
and through his work coaching leaders of the most influential organizations in the world. But few
people know the details of his own story and how he became one of the most beloved and respected
psychologists and faith influencers in America. In this indelibly personal and vulnerable book, Dr.
Cloud leads us through his early struggles with illness and depression and the miracles that healed
him and led him to his calling as a healer of others. Through masterful storytelling combined with a
deeply nuanced understanding of the human mind, Dr. Cloud invites readers to inhabit the spaces of
suffering and elation that make us most human and to walk alongside of him as he ponders the great
questions we are so often afraid to ask but which also give life meaning. Written in the vein of such
groundbreaking books as An Unquiet Mind, When Breath Becomes Air, and On Being Mortal, Why I
Believe is a masterwork in spiritual exploration from one of the great scientific minds and faith
voices of our time.
  why is chemistry so hard: Umbrellas In The Rain Sandy Galiano, 2011-06-14 Imagine all
your secrets and bad choices written down and passed around to be read. Would you be worried
about being judged or permanently labeled by a mistake you made? Is it easier to pretend it didn't
happen, smile, and walk away as a fresh new you? I have revealed the darkest days of my life
combining real journals, raw memories, and edgy fictionalized threads that tie it all together. Read
with an understanding that this creative piece is unlike anything you may have read due to the
simple fact that there has been no editing by anyone other than myself. I chose to expose my written
thoughts in a poetically subtle manner and allowing the book's own evolution dictate how fast or
slow this decade passes. The message of this book is the power of love and continued strength to
move forward, little by little if necessary. If you had to tell the truth, nothing but the dirty truth,
would you do it? Adult Content Disclaimer! Please be advised, the subject matter found in this book
may include sexual content.
  why is chemistry so hard: The Principles of the Trinary Universe Jeffrey Flesher,
  why is chemistry so hard: Paradigms and Barriers Howard Margolis, 1993-08-15 In
Paradigms and Barriers Howard Margolis offers an innovative interpretation of Thomas S. Kuhn's
landmark idea of paradigm shifts, applying insights from cognitive psychology to the history and
philosophy of science. Building upon the arguments in his acclaimed Patterns, Thinking, and
Cognition, Margolis suggests that the breaking down of particular habits of mind—of critical
barriers—is key to understanding the processes through which one model or concept is supplanted
by another. Margolis focuses on those revolutionary paradigm shifts— such as the switch from a
Ptolemaic to a Copernican worldview—where challenges to entrenched habits of mind are marked by
incomprehension or indifference to a new paradigm. Margolis argues that the critical problem for a
revolutionary shift in thinking lies in the robustness of the habits of mind that reject the new ideas,
relative to the habits of mind that accept the new ideas. Margolis applies his theory to famous cases
in the history of science, offering detailed explanations for the transition from Ptolemaic to
cosmological astronomy, the emergence of probability, the overthrow of phlogiston, and the
emergence of the central role of experiment in the seventeenth century. He in turn uses these



historical examples to address larger issues, especially the nature of belief formation and
contemporary debates about the nature of science and the evolution of scientific ideas. Howard
Margolis is a professor in the Harris Graduate School of Public Policy Studies and in the College at
the University of Chicago. He is the author of Selfishness, Altruism, and Rationality and Patterns,
Thinking, and Cognition, both published by the University of Chicago Press.
  why is chemistry so hard: Raised a Warrior Susie Petruccelli, 2021-07-13 A star athlete shares
her trailblazing account of triumph in the face of sexism, self-doubt, and injury, gives a remarkable
global tour of the women's soccer world, and presents a stirring call-to-action to secure equal pay
and conditions. When Susie Petruccelli won a place on Harvard University's soccer team, she felt on
top of the world—talented, strong, and worthy. Unfortunately, after sustaining injuries and
developing health problems, she felt her worth slip away. In this remarkable memoir, Petruccelli
reveals how she battled her way back onto the field and continued to fight even after she hung up
her cleats. She distills the significance of not giving up on oneself and inspires players of all sports
who've faced injuries to persevere. She also brings to light the inequities and discrimination female
athletes face that she's traveled the world to see and document firsthand, and introduces the
international athletes and activists fighting for equal pay and conditions. In so doing, she reveals the
progress made, as well as the battles ahead and the force of the movement. Raised a Warrior is the
winner of the Vikki Orvice Prize and has been praised by a wide range of sports icons from Pelé to
Billie Jean King.
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