why singapore math is bad

why singapore math is bad is a topic that has sparked considerable debate
among educators, parents, and curriculum specialists. While Singapore Math is
lauded for its emphasis on problem-solving and conceptual understanding,
there are significant criticisms regarding its applicability, accessibility,
and overall effectiveness in diverse educational settings. This article
explores the various reasons why Singapore Math may not be the ideal choice
for all students or schools. From the challenges it poses for struggling
learners to concerns about its rigid structure and cultural specificity, a
comprehensive analysis will shed light on the limitations and drawbacks of
this popular approach. Understanding these issues is crucial for educators
seeking to adopt the most suitable math curriculum for their students. Below
is a detailed examination of the key points explaining why Singapore Math is
bad in some contexts.

Lack of Accessibility for Diverse Learners

Overemphasis on Conceptual Learning at the Expense of Procedural Skills

Cultural and Contextual Limitations

Inflexibility and Rigidity in Curriculum Structure

Challenges in Teacher Training and Implementation

Potential for Increased Student Anxiety and Frustration

Lack of Accessibility for Diverse Learners

One of the primary criticisms regarding why Singapore Math is bad is its lack
of accessibility for a wide range of learners. The curriculum’s focus on deep
conceptual understanding and abstract problem-solving can be daunting for
students who require more concrete, step-by-step instruction. This is
particularly true for students with learning disabilities, language barriers,
or those who are new to mathematics.

Struggles of Students with Learning Differences

Singapore Math emphasizes visualization and mental math strategies that may
not align with the learning styles of students who need explicit, repetitive
practice. For learners with dyscalculia or other cognitive challenges, the



minimal use of procedural drills can hinder skill acquisition and confidence.

Language Barriers and Comprehension Issues

The curriculum often uses word problems and technical language that can be
difficult for English language learners (ELLs). Without sufficient
scaffolding, these students may find it hard to grasp concepts, leading to
gaps in understanding and achievement.

Impact on Struggling and At-Risk Students

Students who require remediation may find Singapore Math’s pace and
complexity overwhelming. The curriculum’s design assumes a certain level of
prior knowledge and cognitive readiness, which not all students possess,
making it less inclusive overall.

Overemphasis on Conceptual Learning at the
Expense of Procedural Skills

Another significant issue related to why Singapore Math is bad concerns its
heavy focus on conceptual understanding while de-emphasizing procedural
fluency. Although conceptual clarity is essential, the neglect of routine
practice and algorithmic skills can impede students’ ability to perform
calculations efficiently.

Insufficient Practice of Basic Math Facts

Singapore Math prioritizes understanding the “why” behind math processes but
often does not provide enough repetitive exercises for memorizing math facts.
This can result in slower calculation speeds and decreased automaticity,
which are important for higher-level math.

Challenges in Higher-Grade Math

When students progress to more advanced math topics, the lack of procedural
fluency can cause difficulties. Without strong foundational skills, complex
problems become more challenging to solve, potentially hindering academic
progress.



Balancing Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge

Effective math instruction requires a balance between conceptual
comprehension and procedural proficiency. Singapore Math’s approach tends to
lean too far toward conceptual learning, which may not suit all learners or
educational goals.

Cultural and Contextual Limitations

Singapore Math’s origins in Singapore’s educational system present cultural
and contextual challenges when applied elsewhere, contributing to arguments
about why Singapore Math is bad in certain environments. The curriculum
reflects Singapore’s unique teaching methods and cultural expectations that
may not translate well internationally.

Differences in Educational Priorities

Singapore’s education system places a high value on rigor, discipline, and
early mastery of concepts, which may contrast with educational philosophies
in other countries. This difference can cause misalignment between Singapore
Math and local teaching goals.

Contextual Relevance of Problems and Examples

The word problems and scenarios used in Singapore Math are often tailored to
Singaporean culture and everyday life. This can make the material less
relatable or meaningful to students in other regions, reducing engagement and
comprehension.

Adaptation Challenges for Schools Abroad

Adopting Singapore Math internationally requires significant modification to
fit local standards, languages, and cultural norms. These adaptations are
often incomplete or inconsistent, leading to confusion and reduced
effectiveness.

Inflexibility and Rigidity in Curriculum



Structure

The structured nature of Singapore Math can be a drawback, explaining why
Singapore Math is bad in some settings. The curriculum follows a strict
sequence of topics and methods that discourage deviation or customization.

Limited Teacher Autonomy

Teachers using Singapore Math may feel constrained by the prescribed lesson
plans and instructional approaches. This rigidity reduces opportunities for
educators to tailor lessons to their students’ specific needs or interests.

Challenges in Differentiated Instruction

The uniform pacing and content can make it difficult to accommodate students
who learn at different speeds. Struggling learners may fall behind, while
advanced students might find the curriculum insufficiently challenging.

Resistance to Innovative Teaching Methods

Because Singapore Math emphasizes particular strategies and representations,
it may discourage teachers from integrating alternative or complementary
pedagogical techniques, limiting instructional creativity.

Challenges in Teacher Training and
Implementation

Effective use of Singapore Math requires specialized teacher training and
familiarity with its unique approaches, which is a significant factor in
discussions about why Singapore Math is bad when poorly implemented.

Insufficient Professional Development

Many schools adopting Singapore Math do not provide adequate training for
educators, leaving teachers unprepared to deliver the curriculum effectively.
This leads to confusion, misinterpretation, and inconsistent instructional
quality.



Complexity of Pedagogical Techniques

The methods emphasized in Singapore Math, such as bar modeling and concrete-
pictorial-abstract progression, can be difficult to master without extensive
practice. Teachers unfamiliar with these techniques may struggle to support

students appropriately.

Impact on Student Outcomes

Poor implementation due to inadequate training can result in student
frustration, misconceptions, and lower achievement, reinforcing negative
perceptions about Singapore Math's effectiveness.

Potential for Increased Student Anxiety and
Frustration

The demanding nature of Singapore Math contributes to concerns about why
Singapore Math is bad, particularly regarding student emotional responses.
The curriculum’s rigor and expectation for deep understanding can cause
stress and discouragement.

Pressure to Understand Complex Concepts Early

Students are often required to grasp abstract mathematical ideas at an early
stage, which can be overwhelming for some. This pressure may lead to anxiety
and a negative attitude toward math.

Difficulty with Word Problems and Visualization

The frequent use of complex word problems and visual models can be
intimidating, especially for students who struggle with reading comprehension
or spatial reasoning, leading to frustration.

Risk of Decreased Motivation and Engagement

When students repeatedly face challenges without sufficient support, their
motivation to learn math may decline. This disengagement can have long-term
effects on academic performance and confidence.



Summary of Key Points

e Singapore Math may lack accessibility for diverse learners, including
those with learning differences and language barriers.

e The curriculum’s emphasis on conceptual learning can overshadow the
development of essential procedural skills.

e Cultural specificity can limit the curriculum’s relevance and
effectiveness outside Singapore.

e Its rigid structure restricts flexibility and teacher autonomy,
complicating differentiated instruction.

e Successful implementation requires thorough teacher training, which 1is
often insufficient.

e The demanding nature of Singapore Math can increase student anxiety and
reduce engagement.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do some educators criticize Singapore Math?

Some educators criticize Singapore Math for its heavy emphasis on mastery of
concepts before moving on, which can be challenging for students who need
more repetition or varied practice.

Is Singapore Math too difficult for some students?

Yes, Singapore Math can be perceived as too difficult for some students
because it introduces complex problem-solving and abstract concepts earlier
than other curricula.

Does Singapore Math lack flexibility in teaching
methods?

Critics argue that Singapore Math has a rigid structure and pacing, which may
not accommodate different learning styles or allow teachers enough
flexibility to adapt lessons.

Are there concerns about the pacing of Singapore



Math?

Some parents and teachers feel that Singapore Math moves too quickly through
topics, leaving students who struggle behind without sufficient support.

Does Singapore Math focus too much on procedural
learning?

While Singapore Math emphasizes understanding, some argue that it still
focuses heavily on procedures and algorithms, which might limit creative
problem-solving skills.

Is Singapore Math culturally biased or less relevant
outside Singapore?

Some critics claim that certain contexts and examples in Singapore Math may
not resonate with students from different cultural backgrounds, affecting
engagement and comprehension.

Can Singapore Math cause frustration among parents
helping with homework?

Yes, many parents find Singapore Math challenging to assist with because its
methods and terminology differ significantly from traditional math
instruction they are familiar with.

Does Singapore Math neglect the development of
mental math skills?

Some educators believe that the strong focus on pictorial and written methods
in Singapore Math may underemphasize the practice of mental math and
estimation skills.

Additional Resources

1. Rethinking Singapore Math: Unveiling the Flaws Behind the Hype

This book critically examines the widespread acclaim of Singapore Math,
highlighting areas where it falls short in addressing diverse learning needs.
It explores how the program's rigid structure may hinder creativity and
critical thinking in students. The author provides case studies demonstrating
the challenges faced by educators and students using this method.

2. The Dark Side of Singapore Math: When Rote Learning Fails

Focusing on the reliance of Singapore Math on memorization and repetitive
practice, this book argues that such techniques can limit deep understanding.
It discusses the psychological impact on students who struggle with the pace
and pressure of the curriculum. The book also compares Singapore Math to



alternative approaches that foster conceptual learning.

3. Singapore Math Exposed: Why It Doesn’t Work for Every Student

This book delves into the one-size-fits-all approach of Singapore Math and
why it may not be effective for students with different learning styles or
special needs. It critiques the lack of flexibility in the curriculum and the
potential for widening achievement gaps. Practical recommendations for
adapting math instruction are also included.

4. Beyond Singapore Math: The Case Against Overstandardized Math Education
Arguing that Singapore Math contributes to an overemphasis on standardized
testing and uniformity, this book explores how such focus can undermine
mathematical creativity. It examines the limitations of the methodology in
fostering problem-solving skills beyond procedural tasks. Educators share
their experiences of seeking more holistic math teaching methods.

5. Singapore Math Myths: Debunking the Success Stories

This book challenges the commonly touted success stories of Singapore Math
implementation in Western classrooms. It analyzes data and feedback from
schools that struggled with adoption, revealing gaps between theory and
practice. The author discusses cultural and contextual factors that affect
the program’s effectiveness.

6. The Singapore Math Struggle: When Innovation Becomes Obsession
Highlighting the obsessive adherence to the Singapore Math model, this book
discusses how educators and policymakers may overlook its shortcomings. It
critiques the lack of critical evaluation before widespread adoption and the
consequences for students who do not thrive under its methods. The book calls
for a balanced and evidence-based approach to math education.

7. Math Anxiety and Singapore Math: A Problematic Relationship

This book investigates the connection between Singapore Math’s rigorous
approach and the rise of math anxiety among students. It offers insights into
how the curriculum’s pace and complexity can overwhelm learners. Strategies
for reducing anxiety and creating supportive learning environments are
explored.

8. When Singapore Math Fails: Lessons from Classrooms

Drawing from real classroom experiences, this book presents stories of
students and teachers who encountered difficulties with Singapore Math. It
identifies common pitfalls such as inadequate teacher training and lack of
resources. The author suggests alternative practices and adjustments to
improve student engagement and comprehension.

9. The Limits of Singapore Math: A Critical Educational Perspective

This scholarly work provides a comprehensive critique of Singapore Math from
an educational theory standpoint. It discusses the cultural assumptions
embedded in the curriculum and their impact on diverse student populations.
The book encourages educators to consider multiple frameworks to support
equitable and effective math learning.
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why singapore math is bad: The Parent Connection for Singapore Math Sandra Chen,
2008 Singapore Math strategies can do wonders for student achievement--but only if the parents are
behind the program. Get them on your side by showing them exactly how the strategies work and
why they're so effective. And save hours of prep time by using these ready-to-go handouts to provide
explanations and practice. Even includes special tips for winning over difficult parents! (Grades
1-6)--Amazon.

why singapore math is bad: Singapore Math Challenge, Grades 5 - 8 , 2013-02-01 Get ready to
take the Math Challenge! Singapore Math Challenge will provide fifth grade students with
skill-building practice based on the leading math program in the world, Singapore Math! Common
Core Standards accelerate math expectations for all students, creating a need for challenging
supplementary math practice. Singapore Math Challenge is the ideal solution, with problems,
puzzles, and brainteasers that strengthen mathematical thinking. Step-by-step strategies are clearly
explained for solving problems at varied levels of difficulty. A complete, worked solution is also
provided for each problem. Singapore Math Challenge includes the tools and practice needed to
provide a strong mathematical foundation and ongoing success for your students. The Common Core
State Standards cite Singapore math standards as worldwide benchmarks for excellence in
mathematics.

why singapore math is bad: The Singapore Mathematics Calendar 2022 (Elementary)
Yan Kow Cheong, 2022-01-07 The Singapore Mathematics Calendar is a three-book series
(Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced) that provides an informal yet creative way for both
parents and homeschoolers to support their child succeed in math. This math calendar is designed
so that the answer to the problem on each day is the date on which the problem appears. The daily
dose of both routine and nonroutine questions aims to develop the child’s problem-solving and
guesstimation skills, while exposing them to valuable mathematical information that goes beyond
their textbook. Hints and solutions are also provided for nonroutine or brain-unfriendly questions.
Moreover, each month begins with some elements of enrichment or recreational math to challenge
or enrich the child. Through math activities, puzzles, and games, The Singapore Mathematics
Calendar seeks to complement and supplement what the child is doing in school or at home, by
making math fun and educational. The Singapore Mathematics Calendar hopes to convey the
message that mathematics needn’t be drill-and-kill exercises—it can be fun, yet challenging for
students to be exposed to the beauty and joy of mathematics.

why singapore math is bad: The Singapore Mathematics Calendar 2021 (Elementary) Yan Kow
Cheong, 2020-12-29 The Singapore Mathematics Calendar is a three-book series (Elementary,
Intermediate, and Advanced) that provides an informal yet creative way for both parents and
homeschoolers to support their child succeed in math. This math calendar is designed so that the
answer to the problem on each day is the date on which the question appears. The daily dose of both
routine and nonroutine questions aims to develop the child’s problem-solving and guesstimation
skills, while exposing them to valuable mathematical information that goes beyond their textbook.
Hints and solutions are also provided for nonroutine or brain-unfriendly questions. Moreover, each
month begins with some elements of enrichment or recreational math to challenge or enrich the
child. Through math activities, puzzles, and games, The Singapore Mathematics Calendar seeks to
complement and supplement what the child is doing in school or at home, by making math fun and
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educational. The Singapore Mathematics Calendar hopes to convey the message that mathematics
needn’t be drill-and-kill exercises—it can be fun, yet challenging for students to be exposed to the
beauty and joy of mathematics.

why singapore math is bad: Singapore Math Challenge, Grades 2 - 5, 2013-02-01 Get ready to
take the Math Challenge! Singapore Math Challenge will provide second grade students with
skill-building practice based on the leading math program in the world, Singapore Math! Common
Core Standards accelerate math expectations for all students, creating a need for challenging
supplementary math practice. Singapore Math Challenge is the ideal solution, with problems,
puzzles, and brainteasers that strengthen mathematical thinking. Step-by-step strategies are clearly
explained for solving problems at varied levels of difficulty. A complete, worked solution is also
provided for each problem. Singapore Math Challenge includes the tools and practice needed to
provide a strong mathematical foundation and ongoing success for your students. The Common Core
State Standards cite Singapore math standards as worldwide benchmarks for excellence in
mathematics.

why singapore math is bad: Betrayed Laurie H. Rogers, 2011-01-16 In America, more money
is spent from all sources on K-12 education than on the U.S. Department of Defense. Why then are
so many children suffering what amounts to educational malpractice? Why are they crippled for life
with a substandard education and a life-altering vision of themselves as incapable? Betrayed is a
passionate, well-researched and frank accounting of how a failing public-education system continues
to be forced on teachers and students, despite its nearly complete lack of supporting research or
successful student outcomes. Betrayed roots out the self-styled stakeholders whose personal,
professional and financial interests are served by this failing system. It sympathizes with
teachers-many of whom aren't allowed to do their jobs, yet are constantly threatened with removal
for ineffectiveness or insubordination. Betrayed is an expose, but it's also a beacon of commonsense
and hope. Through the Square of Effective Learning, Betrayed offers practical methods for teachers,
parents, advocates and legislators to stand up against this broken system, to effect positive change,
and to ensure a good-quality education for all of our children.

why singapore math is bad: When Can You Trust the Experts? Daniel T. Willingham,
2012-07-24 Clear, easy principles to spot what's nonsense and what's reliable Each year, teachers,
administrators, and parents face a barrage of new education software, games, workbooks, and
professional development programs purporting to be based on the latest research. While some of
these products are rooted in solid science, the research behind many others is grossly exaggerated.
This new book, written by a top thought leader, helps everyday teachers, administrators, and family
members—who don't have years of statistics courses under their belts—separate the wheat from the
chaff and determine which new educational approaches are scientifically supported and worth
adopting. Author's first book, Why Don't Students Like School?, catapulted him to superstar status in
the field of education Willingham's work has been hailed as brilliant analysis by The Wall Street
Journal and a triumph by The Washington Post Author blogs for The Washington Post and
Brittanica.com, and writes a column for American Educator In this insightful book, thought leader
and bestselling author Dan Willingham offers an easy, reliable way to discern which programs are
scientifically supported and which are the equivalent of educational snake oil.

why singapore math is bad: Mathematics Curriculum in Pacific Rim Countries - China, Japan,
Korea, and Singapore Zalman Usiskin, Edwin Willmore, 2008-09-01 This volume contains the
proceedings of the First International Curriculum Conference sponsored by the Center for the Study
of Mathematics Curriculum (CSMC). The CSMC is one of the National Science Foundation Centers
for Learning and Teaching (Award No. ESI-0333879). The countries—China, Japan, Korea, and
Singapore (in alphabetical order, which also happens to be the order of their populations)—have
each been in the news because of their performance on international testsand/or their economic
performance and potential. They also have centralized education ministries that create a single
mathematics curriculum framework followed in the entire country. In all these countries, curricula
are differentiated for students with different interests, usually around Grade 10 or 11. We think the



reader will agree that the papers are of very high quality, befitting the standing of the individuals
who were invited, but particularly notable for our international speakers because in three of these
countries, English is not the speaker’s first language. Following each paper, we have included a
short biography of the author(s), so that the reader can understand the perspective of the paper’s
author.

why singapore math is bad: Geometrical Quickies & Trickies Yan Kow Cheong, 2016-01-01
Are you bored or unchallenged by drill-and-kill geometry questions in your textbooks and
workbooks? Are you half-prepared for your coming math contests and competitions? Some benefits
of Geometrical Quickies & Trickies are: * Over 200 non-routine geometry questions to separate the
nerd of mathletes from the herd of drill-and-kill specialists; * Trick and tricky questions to meet the
mathematical needs and wants of students- and teachers-problem solvers; * Twenty enrichment
geometry units to promote an appreciation for recreational mathematics; * Hints and solutions, and
a reference list for more practice on quickies and tricks. Geometrical Quickies & Trickies is suitable
for grades 6-9 problem solvers and mathletes, and for teachers and tutors who desire to challenge
(or torture) their students mathematically. Contents 1. What is a Circle? 2. Three Famous (or
Notorious) Geometrical Problems 3. Non-Euclidean Geometry for Goondus 4. How Many Regions? 5.
That Holy Little Geometry Book 6. Fun with Areas and Perimeters 7. Always a Parallelogram! 8. The
Malfatti's Problem 9. The Beauty of Pi 10. The Zero Option 11. The Golden Ratio by Paper Folding
12. The Ubiquity of Phi 13. Matchstick Mathematics 14. The Rolling Circle Question 15. Two Useful
Circle Properties 16. Proving the Obvious 17. Sanguku—Japanese Temple Geometry 18. Applications
of Pythagorean Theorem 19. Visualizing Infinity 20. Geometrical Idiosyncrasies
Answers/Hints/Solutions Bibliography & References

why singapore math is bad: Black Boys’ Lived and Everyday Experiences in STEM KiMi
Wilson, 2021-09-27 Real and meaningful educational ethnography requires researchers to grapple
with how they come to know what they know. In Black Boys' Lived and Everyday Experiences in
STEM, KiMi Wilson invites us to understand the experiences of four Black boys attempting to learn
mathematics and science in K-12 spaces.

why singapore math is bad: The Oxford Handbook of Southeast Asian Englishes Andrew ]J.
Moody, 2024-03-03 The Oxford Handbook of Southeast Asian Englishes is the first reference work of
its kind to describe both the history and the contemporary forms, functions, and status of English in
Southeast Asia (SEA). Since the arrival of English traders to Southeast Asia in the seventeenth
century, the English language has had a profound impact on the linguistic ecologies and the
development of societies throughout the region. Today, countries such as Singapore and the
Philippines have adopted English as a national language, while in others, such as Indonesia and
Cambodia, it is used as a foreign language of education. The chapters in this volume provide a
comprehensive overview of current research on a wide range of topics, addressing the impact of
English as a language of globalization and exploring new approaches to the spread of English in
SEA. The volume is divided into six parts that investigate, respectively: historical and contemporary
English contact in SEA; the structures of the Englishes spokes in different SEA nations; the
English-language literatures of the region; approaches to English in education throughout the
region; and resources for researching SEA Englishes. The handbook will be an invaluable reference
work for students and researchers in areas as diverse as contact linguistics, English as a Foreign
Language, world Englishes, and sociolinguistics.

why singapore math is bad: How to homeschool the kids you have: Advice from the
kitchen table Courtney Ostaff, Jenn Naughton, Drew Campbell, 2022-12-09 In How to Homeschool
the Kids You Have, three veteran home educators lead you through the process of creating a custom
educational plan that works for your family's unique situation and your children's needs. You'll
identify your own educational priorities and learn how to translate them into a strong academic
program. You'll also learn about what science tells us about how humans- especially young
humans-learn, and why that information is crucial for the success of your homeschooling plans.
Along the way, the authors share their own experiences and those of other homeschoolers to help



you avoid pitfalls so you can provide your children with the excellent education that is their
birthright.

why singapore math is bad: Singapore Math Challenge, Grades 5 - 8 Frank Schaffer
Publications, 2013-02-01 Get ready to take the Math Challenge! Singapore Math Challenge will
provide fifth grade students with skill-building practice based on the leading math program in the
world, Singapore Math! Common Core Standards accelerate math expectations for all students,
creating a need for challenging supplementary math practice. Singapore Math Challenge is the ideal
solution, with problems, puzzles, and brainteasers that strengthen mathematical thinking.
Step-by-step strategies are clearly explained for solving problems at varied levels of difficulty. A
complete, worked solution is also provided for each problem. -- Singapore Math Challenge includes
the tools and practice needed to provide a strong mathematical foundation and ongoing success for
your students. The Common Core State Standards cite Singapore math standards as worldwide
benchmarks for excellence in mathematics.

why singapore math is bad: Stirring the Pot Jenny McCarthy, 2014-05-06 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER The View host and New York Times bestselling author Jenny McCarthy is like your
favorite friend: honest, open, and oh-so-funny. She also speaks her mind and says what the rest of us
are thinking, a characteristic that has won her millions of fans no matter how much she “stirs the
pot.” Combining the secrets of her hard-won wisdom, witty observations, revealing notes to herself
(including ridiculously wishful wish lists), and tales of both her best and most embarrassing
moments, Stirring the Pot is McCarthy’s recipe for getting what you want out of life. From her
wacky experiences in show business to her screwball forays into healing “therapies,” from her
frontline reporting of single motherhood in midlife to a goofy attempt to reclaim her last name from
Joe McCarthy, here are outrageous musings from the roller coaster life of everyone’s favorite
professional blonde. With a winning mix of storytelling, sisterly advice, sex appeal, and
self-deprecation, Stirring the Pot shows us how a pinch of conviction (aka hardheadedness), a dollop
of flexibility (being okay with Plan B or even C), and endless faith (in yourself, in your wildest
fantasies, and in the general goodness of others) can mix to create the life of your dreams. Advance
praise for Stirring the Pot “Whether she’s talking about work or play, family or friendships, her sex
life or the lack of it, Jenny McCarthy never fails to make me laugh out loud. Who knew she could dish
out advice so well, too?”—Andy Cohen, host of Bravo’s Watch What Happens Live

why singapore math is bad: Raising Independent Learners Queena N. Lee-Chua,
2020-11-19 WITH SCHOOLS SHIFTING to online classes and modules because of the global
pandemic, education has become a more daunting task with students lost and anxious, and their
parents are confused about the kind of parents they are expected to be. For Queena N. Lee-Chua,
the answer to these concerns is for students to learn independently and this book teaches them how.

why singapore math is bad: Building Blocks Gene 1. Maeroff, 2025-09-23 A student's entire
journey along the educational spectrum is affected by what occurs—and, crucially, by what does not
occur—before the age of eight or nine. Yet early learning has never received the attention it
deserves and needs. In his latest book, education expert Gene Maeroff takes a hard look at early
learning and the primary grades of schooling. Building Blocks offers a concrete and groundbreaking
strategy for improving early education. Filled with colorful descriptions and anecdotes from
Maeroff's visits to schools around the country, Building Blocks creates a rich portrait of education in
America, ranging from math lessons imported from Singapore in Massachusetts to serious but joyful
kindergartens in California. He speaks of the need for schools to prepare for the burgeoning
enrollment of youngsters from immigrant families and for all children to acquire the habits and
dispositions that will make them committed and productive students. Maeroff issues a call to action
for policy makers and parents alike.

why singapore math is bad: Developing 21st Century Competencies In The Mathematics
Classroom: Yearbook 2016, Association Of Mathematics Educators Pee Choon Toh,
Berinderjeet Kaur, 2016-05-20 The aim of this book is to contribute towards literature in the field of
mathematics education, specifically the development of 21st century competencies amongst learners



of mathematics.The book comprising fourteen chapters, written by renowned researchers in
mathematics education, provides readers with approaches and applicable classroom strategies to
foster skills and dispositions that will enable learners to thrive in the fast-changing and complex
world that we live in today.The chapters in the book can be classified into three broad themes. The
first is an examination of what is meant by 21st century competencies and how they can be
developed within the context of the mathematics curriculum. The second is an in-depth discussion of
evidence-based practices aimed at fostering specific competencies like metacognition and reflective
thinking, critical thinking and communication skills. The last and third theme is about teaching
approaches that are likely to feature increasingly in the 21st century classroom, for example flipped
learning or the use of comics and storytelling.

why singapore math is bad: The Homeschooling Parent Teaches MATH! Kerridwen Mangala
McNamara, 2023-11-10 We all worry about our kids learning math. Even if the kids are in school,
there’s always a concern. Sometimes it’s about the kid’s concern... sometimes it’s about their
teacher’s concern (parent-teacher or otherwise). But a lot of the time it’s about US. It’s about our
own math-phobias - those ‘fears, dislikes, or aversions’ that we picked up from our own math
experiences and that we inadvertently pass on to our kids. We don’t want them to be afraid of math -
we know that limits their opportunities and makes their lives harder and costs them more money -
but we just can’t help it. This book is here to help you deal with your own math-phobias and come to
- if not outright enjoy math, to at least appreciate it and be able to convey it to your kids without
passing on the fear. Kerridwen Mangala McNamara is NOT a ‘math-lover’ but she is a
math-appreciator and has worked through most of these issues herself. Let her help you along your
homeschooling journey and show you how to fight the Fear-of-Math monster so that it no longer
intimidates you - or your kids!

why singapore math is bad: Art And Practice Of Mathematics, The: Interviews At The Institute
For Mathematical Sciences, National University Of Singapore, 2010-2020 Yu Kiang Leong,
2021-06-23 This book constitutes the second volume of interviews with prominent mathematicians
and mathematical scientists who visited the Institute for Mathematical Sciences, National University
of Singapore. First published in the Institute's newsletter Imprints during the period 2010-2020,
they offer glimpses of an esoteric universe as viewed and experienced by some of the leading and
creative practitioners of the craft of mathematics.The topics covered in this volume are
wide-ranging, running from pure mathematics (logic, number theory, algebraic geometry) to applied
mathematics (mathematical modeling, fluid dynamics) through probability and statistics,
mathematical physics, theoretical computer science and financial mathematics. This eclectic mix of
the abstract and the concrete should interest those who are enthralled by the mystique and power of
mathematics, whether they are students, researchers or the non-specialists.By briefly tracing the
paths traveled by the pioneers of different national backgrounds, the interviews attempt to put a
cultural face to an intellectual endeavor that is often perceived as dry and austere by the uninitiated.
They should also interest those who are intrigued by the influence of the environment on the
creative spirit, and, in particular, those who are interested in the psychology and history of ideas.

why singapore math is bad: Mathematical Reviews , 2005-06
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