WHY STUDY A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

WHY STUDY A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS A QUESTION THAT ENCOMPASSES NUMEROUS EDUCATIONAL , PROFESSIONAL, AND
PERSONAL BENEFITS. ACQUIRING A NEW LANGUAGE OPENS DOORS TO CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, ENHANCES COGNITIVE
ABILITIES, AND INCREASES CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN AN INCREASINGLY GLOBALIZED WORLD. THE PROCESS OF LEARNING A
FOREIGN LANGUAGE IMPROVES COMMUNICATION SKILLS AND FOSTERS EMPATHY BY CONNECTING WITH PEOPLE FROM DIVERSE
BACKGROUNDS. MOREOVER, IT ENRICHES TRAVEL EXPERIENCES AND PROVIDES ACCESS TO A BROADER RANGE OF MEDIA AND
LITERATURE. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE MULTIFACETED REASONS FOR STUDYING FOREIGN LANGUAGES, HIGHLIGHTING THE
COGNITIVE, SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL ADVANTAGES. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL DELVE INTO THE COGNITIVE
BENEFITS, CAREER PROSPECTS, CULTURAL ENRICHMENT, AND PRACTICAL TIPS FOR LANGUAGE LEARNING.

COGNITIVE BENEFITS OF LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

CAREER ADVANTAGES OF MULTILINGUALISM

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT THROUGH LANGUAGE STUDY

PrACTICAL TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING

CoGNITIVE BENEFITS OF LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

ONE OF THE MOST COMPELLING REASONS WHY STUDY A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS THE SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE ENHANCEMENT IT
PROVIDES. RESEARCH SHOWS THAT BILINGUAL OR MULTILINGUAL INDIVIDUALS OFTEN DEMONSTRATE SUPERIOR MENTAL
FLEXIBILITY, PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS, AND CREATIVITY. LEARNING A NEW LANGUAGE INVOLVES MEMORIZATION,
COMPREHENSION, AND APPLICATION, WHICH EXERCISE THE BRAIN AND IMPROVE NEURAL CONNECTIONS.

IMPROVED MEMORY AND CONCENTRATION

L ANGUAGE LEARNERS FREQUENTLY DEVELOP STRONGER MEMORY CAPABILITIES DUE TO THE NEED TO RECALL VOCABULARY,
GRAMMAR RULES, AND PRONUNCIATION PATTERNS. THIS CONTINUOUS MENTAL EXERCISE ALSO SHARPENS CONCENTRATION AND
ATTENTION TO DETAIL, WHICH CAN TRANSLATE TO BETTER ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE.

ENHANCED PROBLEM-SOLVING SkiLLS AND CREATIVITY

STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENCOURAGES CREATIVE THINKING BY EXPOSING LEARNERS TO NEW LINGUISTIC STRUCTURES AND

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES. THIS COGNITIVE FLEXIBILITY ENHANCES PROBLEM-SOLVING ABILITIES, AS INDIVIDUALS LEARN TO
APPROACH CHALLENGES FROM MULTIPLE VIEWPOINTS AND DEVISE INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS.

DeLAY oF CoGNITIVE DECLINE

ENGAGEMENT IN LANGUAGE LEARNING HAS BEEN LINKED TO DELAYED ONSET OF AGE-RELATED COGNITIVE DECLINE AND DEMENTIA.
MULTILINGUAL INDIVIDUALS TEND TO MAINTAIN SHARPER COGNITIVE FUNCTIONS LATER IN LIFE, UNDERSCORING THE LONG~TERM
NEUROLOGICAL BENEFITS OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION.



CAREER ADVANTAGES OF MULTILINGUALISM

IN A HIGHLY INTERCONNECTED GLOBAL ECONOMY, MULTILINGUALISM IS A VALUABLE ASSET THAT CAN GREATLY ENHANCE CAREER
PROSPECTS. EMPLOYERS INCREASINGLY SEEK CANDIDATES WITH LANGUAGE SKILLS TO FACILITATE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNICATION, EXPAND MARKETS, AND IMPROVE CUSTOMER RELATIONS.

INCREASED JOoB OPPORTUNITIES

KNOWING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE OPENS UP A WIDER RANGE OF JOB OPTIONS ACROSS VARIOUS INDUSTRIES SUCH AS
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS, DIPLOMACY, TOURISM, EDUCATION, AND TECHNOLOGY. MULTILINGUAL EMPLOYEES CAN BRIDGE
COMMUNICATION GAPS AND HELP ORGANIZATIONS OPERATE EFFECTIVELY IN DIVERSE ENVIRONMENTS.

HIGHER EARNING POTENTIAL

L ANGUAGE SKILLS OFTEN CORRELATE WITH HIGHER SALARIES AND MORE ADVANCED POSITIONS. BILINGUAL PROFESSIONALS MAY
RECEIVE SALARY PREMIUMS OR BONUSES, REFLECTING THE ADDED VALUE THEY BRING THROUGH EXPANDED COMMUNICATION
CAPABILITIES.

CoMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE IN THE GLOBAL MARKETPLACE

FLUENCY IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES CAN DISTINGUISH CANDIDATES IN COMPETITIVE JOB MARKETS. | T DEMONSTRATES
ADAPTABILITY, CULTURAL AWARENESS, AND STRONG INTERPERSONAL SKILLS, WHICH ARE HIGHLY PRIZED BY EMPLOYERS
OPERATING ON A GLOBAL SCALE.

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT THROUGH LANGUAGE STUDY

STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE OFFERS PROFOUND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT BY ENABLING DEEPER ENGAGEMENT WITH DIFFERENT
SOCIETIES. LANGUAGE IS A GATEWAY TO UNDERSTANDING CUSTOMS, TRADITIONS, HISTORY, AND VALUES OF OTHER CULTURES.

Access To LITERATURE, MeDIA, AND ARTS

FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ALLOWS INDIVIDUALS TO ENJOY LITERATURE, FILMS, MUSIC, AND OTHER CULTURAL PRODUCTS
IN THEIR ORIGINAL FORM. THIS AUTHENTIC EXPERIENCE OFTEN REVEALS NUANCES AND MEANINGS LOST IN TRANSLATION.

IMPROVED CrOSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATION

L ANGUAGE STUDY FOSTERS EMPATHY AND RESPECT FOR CULTURAL DIVERSITY. |T EQUIPS LEARNERS WITH THE SKILLS TO
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY AND SENSITIVELY WITH PEOPLE FROM VARIED BACKGROUNDS, PROMOTING MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING
AND REDUCING CULTURAL BARRIERS.



ENHANCED TRAVEL EXPERIENCES

TRAVELING WITH KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOCAL LANGUAGE ENRICHES EXPERIENCES BY FACILITATING INTERACTIONS WITH RESIDENTS,
NAVIGATING UNFAMILIAR ENVIRONMENTS, AND GAINING INSIGHTS INTO LOCAL LIFESTYLES. IT TRANSFORMS TRAVEL INTO AN
IMMERSIVE CULTURAL ADVENTURE RATHER THAN MERE SIGHTSEEING.

PrRACTICAL TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING

ACHIEVING PROFICIENCY IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIRES CONSISTENT EFFORT AND EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES. UNDERST ANDING
THE BEST PRACTICES CAN MAKE THE LEARNING PROCESS MORE EFFICIENT AND ENJOYABLE.

SET CLEAR GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

ESTABLISHING SPECIFIC, MEASURABLE, ATTAINABLE, RELEVANT, AND TIME-BOUND (SMART) GOALS HELPS MAINTAIN
MOTIVATION AND TRACK PROGRESS THROUGHOUT THE LANGUAGE LEARNING JOURNEY.

IMMERSE Y OURSELF IN THE LANGUAGE

EXPOSURE TO THE LANGUAGE THROUGH CONVERSATIONS, MEDIA, READING, AND WRITING ACCELERATES ACQUISITION. IMMERSION
TECHNIQUES, SUCH AS LANGUAGE EXCHANGE PROGRAMS OR TRAVEL, PROVIDE VALUABLE CONTEXTUAL LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES.

UTILIZE TECHNOLOGY AND LANGUAGE RESOURCES

MODERN TOOLS LIKE LANGUAGE APPS, ONLINE COURSES, PODCASTS, AND VIRTUAL TUTORS OFFER FLEXIBLE AND DIVERSE
METHODS TO PRACTICE AND IMPROVE SKILLS AT ANY LEVEL.

PRACTICE REGULARLY AND BE PATIENT

CONSISTENT PRACTICE IS ESSENTIAL FOR RETENTION AND FLUENCY. PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE HELP OVERCOME CHALLENGES
AND SUSTAIN LONG-TERM COMMITMENT TO LANGUAGE MASTERY.

SET REALISTIC AND ACHIEVABLE MILESTONES

® ENGAGE WITH NATIVE SPEAKERS WHENEVER POSSIBLE

® |NCORPORATE LANGUAGE PRACTICE INTO DAILY ROUTINES

e USE FLASHCARDS AND SPACED REPETITION FOR VOCABULARY

e PARTICIPATE IN LANGUAGE COMMUNITIES OR CLUBS



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHY IS STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IMPORTANT IN TODAY'S GLOBALIZED WORLD?

STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT ENHANCES COMMUNICATION SKILLS, OPENS UP CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES, AND HELPS INDIVIDUALS CONNECT WITH DIFFERENT CULTURES IN AN INCREASINGLY GLOBALIZED WORLD.

How DOES LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE BENEFIT COGNITIVE ABILITIES?

LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IMPROVES COGNITIVE ABILITIES BY ENHANCING MEMORY , PROBLEM~SOLVING SKILLS,
MULTITASKING, AND CREATIVITY, AS WELL AS DELAYING THE ONSET OF DEMENTIA AND OTHER AGE-RELATED COGNITIVE DECLINE.

IN WHAT WAYS CAN STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IMPROVE CAREER PROSPECTS?

STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CAN IMPROVE CAREER PROSPECTS BY MAKING CANDIDATES MORE COMPETITIVE, ENABLING THEM
TO WORK IN INTERNATIONAL MARKETS, AND ALLOWING BETTER COMMUNICATION WITH CLIENTS AND COLLEAGUES FROM DIVERSE
BACKGROUNDS.

How DOES LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CONTRIBUTE TO CULTURAL
UNDERSTANDING?

LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALLOWS INDIVIDUALS TO EXPERIENCE AND APPRECIATE DIFFERENT CULTURES MORE DEEPLY,
FOSTERING EMPATHY, REDUCING PREJUDICES, AND PROMOTING CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING AND COLLABORATION.

\WHAT ROLE DOES STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE PLAY IN ACADEMIC SUCCESS?

STUDYING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENHANCES ACADEMIC SUCCESS BY IMPROVING READING COMPREHENSION, CRITICAL THINKING, AND
OVERALL LANGUAGE SKILLS, WHICH CAN POSITIVELY IMPACT PERFORMANCE IN OTHER SUBJECTS.

CAN LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENHANCE TRAVEL EXPERIENCES?

YES, LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CAN GREATLY ENHANCE TRAVEL EXPERIENCES BY ENABLING TRAVELERS TO COMMUNICATE
WITH LOCALS, NAVIGATE UNFAMILIAR PLACES MORE EASILY, AND GAIN A RICHER UNDERSTANDING OF THE CULTURE AND
TRADITIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe BeNErITS OF BILINGUALISM: WHY LEARNING A FOREIGN L ANGUAGE MATTERS

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE COGNITIVE, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC ADVANTAGES OF BECOMING BILINGUAL. |T DELVES INTO HOW
LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE CAN IMPROVE MEMORY , PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS, AND CULTURAL AW ARENESS. READERS WILL
FIND COMPELLING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND REAL-LIFE STORIES THAT HIGHLIGHT THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF LANGUAGE
LEARNING.

2. UnLockiING GLoBAL OPPORTUNITIES: THE CASE FOR STUDYING FOREIGN L ANGUAGES

FOCUSING ON CAREER AND TRAVEL BENEFITS, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS HOW MASTERING A SECOND LANGUAGE OPENS DOORS TO
INTERNATIONAL JOB MARKETS AND ENRICHES TRAVEL EXPERIENCES. | T PROVIDES PRACTICAL ADVICE ON LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
AND EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATION IN A GLOBALIZED WORLD. THE AUTHOR ALSO DISCUSSES HOW LANGUAGE
SKILLS FOSTER CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING.

3. LANGUAGE AS A Bripge: CONNECTING CULTURES THROUGH FOREIGN L ANGUAGE LEARNING

THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY IN PROMOTING EMPATHY AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE. |T
DISCUSSES HOW LANGUAGE LEARNING BREAKS DOWN STEREOTYPES AND BUILDS MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS BET\WEEN DIVERSE
COMMUNITIES. THE TEXT INCLUDES PERSONAL NARRATIVES FROM LANGUAGE LEARNERS WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED CULTURAL



IMMERSION FIRSTHAND.

4. THe Science BeHIND L ANGUAGE LEARNING: COGNITIVE BENEFITS OF STUDYING A FOREIGN L ANGUAGE

DELVING INTO NEUROSCIENCE, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS HOW LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENHANCES BRAIN FUNCTION AND DELAYS
COGNITIVE DECLINE. |T PRESENTS RESEARCH ON BILINGUALISM’S IMPACT ON ATTENTION, MULTITASKING, AND CREATIVITY.
READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO WHY LANGUAGE STUDY IS NOT ONLY EDUCATIONAL BUT ALSO BENEFICIAL FOR MENTAL
HEALTH.

5. From CLASSROOM TO REAL WORLD: PRACTICAL REASONS TO STUDY A FOREIGN L ANGUAGE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE EVERYDAY ADVANTAGES OF LEARNING A NEW LANGUAGE. |T COVERS
COMMUNICATION SKILLS, TRAVEL, AND SOCIAL NETWORKING, EMPHASIZING HOW LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ENRICHES PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL LIFE. THE AUTHOR INCLUDES TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING AND CULTURAL ADAPTATION.

6. LANGUAGE LEARNING AND IDENTITY: UNDERSTANDING Y OURSELF THROUGH A FOREIGN TONGUE

EXPLORING THE PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION, THIS BOOK REVEALS HOW STUDYING A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE CAN SHAPE PERSONAL IDENTITY AND SELF-AWARENESS. |T DISCUSSES THE EMOTIONAL AND CULTURAL
TRANSFORMATIONS THAT OCCUR AS LEARNERS ADOPT NEW LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES READERS TO
EMBRACE LANGUAGE LEARNING AS A JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY.

7. GLoBAL CITIZENS: THE IMPORTANCE OF FOREIGN L ANGUAGE EDUCATION IN THE 2 1ST CENTURY

THIS TEXT ARGUES FOR THE NECESSITY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN TODAY’S INTERCONNECTED WORLD. |T EXAMINES
EDUCATIONAL POLICIES, GLOBAL TRENDS, AND THE ROLE OF LANGUAGE IN DIPLOMACY AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. THE
AUTHOR ADVOCATES FOR INTEGRATING LANGUAGE STUDIES AS A CORE COMPONENT OF MODERN EDUCATION SYSTEMS.

8. LANGUAGE LEARNING FOR L IFELONG SUCCESS: How STUDYING A FOREIGN L ANGUAGE ENHANCES Y OUR FUTURE
FOCUSING ON LONG-TERM BENEFITS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES HOW LANGUAGE SKILLS CONTRIBUTE TO LIFELONG LEARNING,
ADAPTABILITY, AND CAREER ADVANCEMENT. |T FEATURES INTERVIEWS WITH PROFESSIONALS WHO CREDIT THEIR LANGUAGE
ABILITIES FOR PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH. THE BOOK ALSO OFFERS STRATEGIES FOR MAINTAINING LANGUAGE
PROFICIENCY OVER TIME.

Q. THE Joy oF LANGUAGES: CULTIVATING CURIOSITY AND CREATIVITY THROUGH FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY

CELEBRATING THE INTRINSIC REW ARDS OF LANGUAGE LEARNING, THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES CREATIVITY, CURIOSITY, AND CULTURAL
APPRECIATION. |T SHARES INSPIRING STORIES OF LEARNERS WHO HAVE FOUND JOY AND FULFILLMENT IN EXPLORING NEW
LANGUAGES. THE AUTHOR ENCOURAGES READERS TO VIEW LANGUAGE STUDY AS A FUN AND ENRICHING ADVENTURE.
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why study a foreign language: Understanding Second Language Acquisition Lourdes
Ortega, 2014-02-04 Whether we grow up with one, two, or several languages during our early years
of life, many of us will learn a second, foreign, or heritage language in later years. The field of
Second language acquisition (SLA, for short) investigates the human capacity to learn additional
languages in late childhood, adolescence, or adulthood, after the first language --in the case of
monolinguals-- or languages --in the case of bilinguals-- have already been acquired. Understanding
Second Language Acquisition offers a wide-encompassing survey of this burgeoning field, its
accumulated findings and proposed theories, its developed research paradigms, and its pending
questions for the future. The book zooms in and out of universal, individual, and social forces, in
each case evaluating the research findings that have been generated across diverse naturalistic and
formal contexts for second language acquisition. It assumes no background in SLA and provides
helpful chapter-by-chapter summaries and suggestions for further reading. Ideal as a textbook for
students of applied linguistics, foreign language education, TESOL, and education, it is also
recommended for students of linguistics, developmental psycholinguistics, psychology, and cognitive
science. Supporting resources for tutors are available free at www.routledge.com/ortega.

why study a foreign language: How to Learn a Foreign Language Aurelia McNeil, 2004 This
guide will provide you with some direction and suggestions for your language learning adventure. It
discusses the origin of languages, and the importance of overcoming barriers such as negativity. It
takes a look at different learning styles and optimum learning periods. You'll learn the value of
defining the reasons for language learning, and evaluate your level of commitment and dedication.
Further, you'll be able to review techniques such as vocabulary building, being open-minded,
practicing regularly, and interacting with native speakers who provide models for us and an
opportunity for authentic communication. Moreover, you will see how essential it is to learn not only
the language but also the culture. Lastly, you will be able to examine the benefits of being humble,
persistent, and motivated. Here is the table of contents: So Many Languages, Overcoming Barriers,
Before You Begin, Selecting Learning Materials, Techniques for Success, Sticking It Out, Mastery
and Beyond, Interacting with the Native Speakers, Children and Foreign Languages, Finding a
Teacher, and Online Resource Guide. Be sure to order your copy today.

why study a foreign language: The Study of Second Language Acquisition Rod Ellis, 1994 This
thorough introduction to second language research provides a comprehensive review of the research
into learner language, internal and external factors in language acquisition, individual differences,
and classroom second language learning.
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why study a foreign language: Study Abroad, Second Language Acquisition and
Interculturality Martin Howard, 2019-08-07 This book unites a range of emerging topics in the
burgeoning transdisciplinary fields of second language acquisition and interculturality in a study
abroad context. It explores key issues, trends and approaches within each strand and how the
strands relate to one another, painting a big picture of the diversity and complexity underpinning
second language acquisition in a study abroad context. The chapters highlight themes such as social
networks, input and interaction issues, learner identities and study abroad in lingua franca contexts,
while also presenting other themes spanning the breadth of second language acquisition and
interculturality research, such as individual differences and linguistic development. This
comprehensive and cohesive volume showcases the latest innovative research using quantitative,
qualitative and mixed method approaches across a range of source and target language learner
cohorts, and highlights emerging themes and directions for future research.

why study a foreign language: Statistics of Land-grant Colleges and Universities United
States. Office of Education, 1963
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why study a foreign language: World Language Education as Critical Pedagogy Timothy G.
Reagan, Terry A. Osborn, 2020-09-02 Accessible and cutting-edge, this text is a pivotal update to the
field and offers a much-needed critical perspective on world language education. Building off their
classic 2002 book, The Foreign Language Educator in Society, Timothy G. Reagan and Terry A.
Osborn address major issues facing the world language educator today, including language myths,
advocacy, the perceived and real benefits of language learning, linguistic human rights,
constructivism, learning theories, language standards, monolingualism, bilingualism and
multiculturalism. Organized into three parts - Knowing Language, Learning Language, and Teaching
Language - this book applies a critical take on conventional wisdom on language education,
evaluates social and political realities, assumptions, and controversies in the field. Each chapter
includes questions for reflection and discussion to support students and educators in developing
their own perspectives on teaching and learning languages. With a critical pedagogy and social
justice lens, this book is ideal for scholars and students in foreign/world language education, social
justice education, and language teaching methodology courses, as well as pre- and in-service
teachers.

why study a foreign language: Resources in Education , 1984

why study a foreign language: Individual Differences in Second/Foreign Language Speech
Production: Multidisciplinary Approaches and New Sounds Peijian Paul Sun, Boping Yuan, Xun Yan,
Jimin Kahng, 2023-09-01 Second/foreign language (L2) speech production is a complex process
requiring individuals’ combined efforts to utilize various processing components such as
conceptualiser, formulator, and articulator. Since the publication of Pim Levelt’s book Speaking -
From Intention to Articulation in 1989, a considerable number of studies have examined L2 speech
production in the field of neuroscience with a particular focus on the link between speech perception
and speech production. Undeniably, a neurolinguistic examination of speech production can enrich
our understanding of how human brains compute linguistic information at a cognitive level.
However, it is insufficient by only focusing on the neurocognitive dimension of speech production,
given that individuals’ speech production can be subject to various individual differences factors,
either cognitively, affectively, or socio-culturally. It is, therefore, necessary to move beyond the
neurocognitive understanding of speech production by taking every possible perspective into
consideration. Individual difference, as an umbrella term, covers psychological traits, personal
characteristics, cognitive and emotional components that distinguish learners from each other.
Given that individual difference factors can reveal disparities in L2 learning and performance among
learners, such factors have attracted researchers’ growing interest concerning their influences on
L2 speech processing, their relationships with L2 speech performance, and their contributions to L2
speech development. Nevertheless, our understanding of L2 speech production is not only
insufficient compared to other L2 skills such as writing and reading, but also limited to the
neurocognitive account of L2 speech production. More research, therefore, is in urgent need to
uncover the influence of various individual differences factors on L2 speech production from
multidisciplinary perspectives.
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why study a foreign language: Teaching and Learning Chinese as a Second or Foreign
Language Ko-Yin Sung, 2019-10-23 Teaching and Learning Chinese as a Second or Foreign
Language, edited by Ko-Yin Sung, addresses three emerging themes in the field of Chinese language
teaching and learning. (1) Increasingly ubiquitous in all language learning and teaching, and for the
learning of Chinese as a second language in particular, information and communication technology
(ICT) can serve as an important and effective tool. Several chapters focus on how certain emerging
ICT tools are applied in teaching and learning Chinese as a second language. (2) Due to China’s
economic and political influence, the number of students of all ages studying Chinese as a second
language—but especially young learners—has increased in many parts of the world. Despite this, the
research into teaching Chinese to young learners has lagged behind. Several chapters investigate
young learners’ motivations and effective methods for assisting them to master the Chinese



language. (3) The writing system of the Chinese language poses many challenges for learners,
especially those more familiar with alphabetical languages. In light of this difficulty in learning
Chinese characters, some of the chapters identify effective teaching and learning strategies to
master the Chinese language.
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