why were political machines effective

why were political machines effective is a question that delves into the complex dynamics of urban politics
in the United States during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Political machines were highly
organized groups that controlled political parties in cities, often dominating local government. Their
effectiveness stemmed from their ability to mobilize voters, provide essential services, and maintain a
robust network of patronage. This article explores the historical context, organizational strategies, and social
factors that contributed to their success. It also examines the role of political bosses, the impact on immigrant
communities, and the mechanisms through which these machines consolidated power. Understanding why
political machines were effective offers insight into the interplay between politics, society, and governance

during a transformative period in American history.
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Historical Context of Political Machines

Political machines emerged prominently in urban centers of the United States during the 19th century, a
period marked by rapid industrialization, urbanization, and immigration. Cities like New York, Chicago,
and Boston saw dramatic population growth that strained existing political structures. This environment
fostered the rise of political machines as organized entities capable of addressing the needs and demands of
diverse urban populations. Their effectiveness was partly due to their ability to adapt to the challenges

posed by this transformative era.

Urbanization and Population Growth

The influx of immigrants and rural migrants into cities created densely populated neighborhoods with

pressing social and economic needs. Political machines capitalized on these changes by offering assistance to



newly arrived populations who often lacked access to government resources. This demographic shift

provided a fertile ground for political machines to build loyal voter bases.

Weak Municipal Governments

During this period, many city governments were inefficient, fragmented, or corrupt, failing to provide
adequate public services. Political machines filled this void by establishing informal systems of governance
that directly connected citizens to political leaders, thereby increasing their influence and control over city

affairs.

Organizational Structure and Leadership

The organizational success of political machines was largely dependent on a clear hierarchy and centralized
leadership. Political bosses played a crucial role in orchestrating machine operations, controlling candidate
nominations, and managing patronage networks. The disciplined structure allowed political machines to

function efficiently and maintain loyalty among their members and supporters.

The Role of Political Bosses

Political bosses were charismatic leaders who wielded significant power within their machines. They
coordinated election campaigns, negotiated with business interests, and distributed favors to secure votes.

Their ability to command respect and loyalty was central to the machine’s effectiveness.

Ward and Precinct Organization

Political machines were organized into wards and precincts, which served as grassroots units for mobilizing
voters and disseminating information. Ward leaders and precinct captains maintained close contact with

constituents, ensuring that the machine’s message and services reached every neighborhood.

Voter Mobilization and Patronage

One of the primary reasons political machines were effective was their unparalleled ability to mobilize
voters through extensive patronage systems. By exchanging jobs, contracts, and services for political

support, machines created a mutually beneficial relationship with constituents.



Patronage and Spoils System

The spoils system was a hallmark of political machines, where government jobs and contracts were
awarded to loyal supporters regardless of merit. This system ensured a reliable base of workers who were

invested in maintaining machine power.

Election Strategies

Political machines employed sophisticated election tactics, including voter registration drives, transportation
to polling stations, and sometimes voter intimidation or fraud. These strategies maximized turnout and

secured electoral victories.

Social Services and Community Support

Political machines often acted as providers of social services in an era when government assistance was
limited or non-existent. They offered help with housing, employment, legal issues, and other daily needs,

which endeared them to many urban residents.

Provision of Essential Services

Many immigrants and working-class citizens relied on machines for food, coal, legal aid, and other

necessities. This direct assistance created a strong sense of loyalty and gratitude toward machine leaders.

Community Integration

By embedding themselves within ethnic neighborhoods and social organizations, political machines fostered
a sense of community identity and political inclusion, which helped sustain their influence across diverse

urban populations.

Impact on Immigrant Communities

Immigrant communities were among the most significant beneficiaries and supporters of political machines.
Machines understood the unique challenges faced by immigrants and tailored their operations to meet these

needs effectively.



Support for Immigrant Populations

Political machines provided immigrants with assistance in navigating government bureaucracy, finding

jobs, and securing housing, thereby facilitating their integration into American society.

Political Inclusion and Representation

Machines often promoted immigrant leaders within their ranks, giving these communities a voice in local

government and fostering political participation among marginalized groups.

Corruption and Reform Efforts

Despite their effectiveness, political machines were frequently associated with corruption, nepotism, and
abuses of power. These negative aspects eventually prompted reform movements aimed at dismantling

machine control.

Corruption Practices

Instances of bribery, kickbacks, election fraud, and misuse of public funds were common within political

machines. Such practices undermined public trust but did not immediately diminish their effectiveness.

Progressive Era Reforms

The rise of the Progressive Movement in the early 20th century led to efforts to curb machine power
through civil service reforms, voter registration laws, and increased government transparency. These

reforms gradually reduced the influence of political machines.

Legacy of Political Machines

‘While political machines declined, their legacy persists in the form of urban political organization and the

continued importance of voter mobilization and community engagement in American politics.

e Adaptation to urban growth and immigrant needs
¢ Hierarchical organization and leadership by political bosses

¢ Strategic use of patronage and voter mobilization



¢ Provision of essential social services to constituents
¢ Integration and representation of immigrant communities

¢ Endurance despite corruption until reform movements

Frequently Asked Questions

What were political machines in the context of American history?

Political machines were organized groups that controlled political parties in cities, often led by a single boss,
and were known for their influence over elections and government appointments during the late 19th and

early 20th centuries.

Why were political machines effective in gaining and maintaining
power?

Political machines were effective because they provided essential services and jobs to immigrants and the

urban poor in exchange for votes, creating strong loyalty and a dependable voter base.

How did political machines use patronage to maintain control?

Political machines used patronage by awarding government jobs and contracts to loyal supporters, ensuring

continued allegiance and reinforcing their political dominance.

In what ways did political machines address the needs of urban
populations?

Political machines addressed urban needs by offering social services, such as helping immigrants find

housing and employment, which official government agencies often failed to provide at the time.

Why was the centralized leadership of political machines important for

their effectiveness?

Centralized leadership, often embodied by a political boss, allowed machines to coordinate votes, manage

resources efficiently, and respond quickly to constituents' needs, thereby consolidating their power.



How did the social and economic conditions of the time contribute to the

effectiveness of political machines?

Rapid urbanization, immigration, and industrialization created social and economic challenges that political
machines exploited by positioning themselves as indispensable intermediaries between citizens and the

government.

Additional Resources

1. Political Machines and Urban Power: The Rise of Boss Rule

This book explores the historical context and development of political machines in American cities during
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It analyzes how these organizations effectively mobilized immigrant
communities and controlled local governments through patronage and social services. The author highlights

the complex relationship between corruption and public welfare that defined machine politics.

2. The Iron Fist and the Velvet Glove: Political Machines in American Cities

Focusing on the dual nature of political machines, this book examines how they combined coercion with
community support to maintain power. It discusses the strategies used to secure votes, including favors,
jobs, and social programs, which made machines indispensable to many urban residents. The text also

considers the decline of machines in the face of reform movements.

3. Bosses, Machines, and Urban Democracy

This comprehensive study delves into the effectiveness of political machines in managing urban
governance and delivering services. It argues that despite their corruption, machines often responded to
the immediate needs of city dwellers better than formal institutions. The book provides case studies of

prominent machines like Tammany Hall and Chicago’s Democratic machine.

4. City Politics and the Power of Machines

This work examines the socio-economic factors that contributed to the rise and endurance of political
machines in American cities. It discusses how rapid urbanization and immigration created opportunities for
machines to offer assistance in exchange for political loyalty. The author also investigates the mechanisms of

control and influence that ensured machine dominance.

5. The Machine and the Vote: Political Organizations and Electoral Politics

Focusing on the electoral strategies of political machines, this book explains why they were so effective at
mobilizing voters. It details methods such as vote-buying, election fraud, and grassroots organizing that
secured electoral victories. The author places these tactics within the broader context of American political

development.

6. Patronage and Power: The Political Machine in American History
This book emphasizes the role of patronage systems in sustaining political machines, showing how jobs and

favors were exchanged for political support. It provides an in-depth analysis of how these networks created



loyalty and ensured electoral success. The narrative also covers reform efforts aimed at dismantling

patronage and their varying degrees of success.

7. Urban Governance and the Political Machine

Examining the administrative side, this book looks at how political machines managed city services and
infrastructure to maintain public approval. It argues that machine politicians often filled governance gaps
left by inefficient or corrupt bureaucracies. The book highlights the paradox of machines as both corrupt

entities and effective urban administrators.

8. The Rise and Fall of Political Machines in America

This historical overview traces the trajectory of political machines from their emergence to their decline in
the mid-20th century. The author discusses the social and political environments that enabled machines to
flourish and the reforms that led to their weakening. The book provides insights into why machines were

effective and why they eventually lost influence.

9. Machine Politics: The Social Roots of Political Control

This book focuses on the social dynamics that underpinned the power of political machines, emphasizing
their connections to immigrant and working-class communities. It explores how machines provided
essential services and a sense of political participation to marginalized groups. The analysis reveals why

these social ties were critical to the machines’ effectiveness and longevity.
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politicians use their political power to privately benefit in an illegitimate manner, it is considered a
fundamental threat to democracy. However, political corruption takes many forms, including
bribery, extortion, influence peddling, and facilitating criminal enterprises. Additionally, there are
certain cases that come across as ethically ambiguous: should campaign donations be considered a
form of bribery? How can we prevent them from operating as a bribe? This volume looks at political
corruption in the United States and beyond, exploring the factors that contribute to a culture of
corruption and the possible means of combatting it.

why were political machines effective: Political Parties and Electoral Clientelism Sergiu
Gherghina, Miroslav Nemcok, 2023-09-26 Contemporary political parties often use state resources
to win elections. In this context, electoral clientelism evolved from the straightforward vote buying
to sophisticated exchanges in which the relationship between patrons (parties or candidates) and
clients (voters) is sometimes difficult to grasp. We address the question how do the distributive
politics and electoral clientelism interact, how these forms of interactions differ across various
context, and what implications they bring for the functioning of political systems. The special issue
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provides theoretical, methodological and empirical contributions to the burgeoning literature about
the multi-faceted feature of electoral clientelism. It unfolds the complex relationship between
distributive politics and clientelism, and conceptualizes electoral clientelism as a dynamic process
that occurs through different sequences. It enriches the methodological tools aimed at investigating
electoral clientelism. Finally, the specialissue approaches clientelism from several perspectives and
brings together substantive empirical evidence about the varieties of clientelism around the world.
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why were political machines effective: Transmission of Gambling Information United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 1950

why were political machines effective: Inland Waterways Corporation United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 1949

why were political machines effective: Elections, the Ethnic Factor and Patronal Politics
in the Russian Regions Stanislav Shkel, 2025-03-25 This book focuses on the intricacies of
elections within Russian ethnic republics and political loyalty in these regions. Many of the ethnic
republics support the Russian president and the ruling party to a significantly greater degree than
the national average and serve as crucial regional pillars in maintaining the stability of electoral
authoritarianism in Russia. Why are non-Russian voters so supportive to the Russian president? How
does the ethnic factor contribute to the situation and what are the specific mechanisms involved?
Through a comparative analysis of five ethnic republics - Tatarstan, Bashkortostan, Komi,
Chuvashia, and Yakutia - the author addresses these questions and uncovers the specific
mechanisms of electoral loyalty alongside some erosion of electoral support for the authorities in
recent years. This volume will be of interest to readers seeking to improve their understanding of
contemporary Russia’s political regime, the logics of its sustainability, and potential points of
vulnerability, as well as academic scientists and students of modern authoritarianism, ethnopolitics,
elections, and Russian politics.

why were political machines effective: The Woman's Journal , 1921

why were political machines effective: Managing Urban America Robert E. England, John
P. Pelissero, David R. Morgan, 2016-05-06 Managing Urban America guides students through the
challenges, politics, and practice of urban management—including managing conflict through
politics, adapting to demographic and social changes, balancing budgets, and delivering a myriad of
goods and services to citizens in an efficient, equitable, and responsive manner. The Eighth Edition
has been thoroughly updated to include a discussion of the difficulties cities confront as they deal
with the lingering economic challenges of the 2008 recession, the concept of e-government and how
it affects the theory and practice of management, and the implications of environmental issues for
urban government management.

why were political machines effective: The ~AOxford Companion to Politics of the
World Joel Krieger, 2001-08-02 The world has seen dramatic changes since the publication of the
first edition of The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World in 1993. In the post-Cold War world,
globalization now offers wealth and opportunities on a broader scale, as well as greater international
harmony, but threatens to reinforce the advantage gap between wealthy and poor regions and
intensify environmental degradation. Conflict and squalor--expressed in brutal brushfire wars,
epidemics, and chronic underdevelopment--vie with equally dramatic accounts of growth and
democracy associated with a liberal political order and the global diffusion of trade, investment, and
communications. Drawing on the breadth of the first edition, this updated edition reflects the
changing world with a reassessment of many of the core themes of the Companion, and new articles
on the people, concepts, and events that have shaped the world since 1993. The second edition
includes biographies of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Gerhard Schroder; articles on
events such as the Rwandan Genocide and the war in Kosovo; and coverage of international trade
developments such as NAFTA and the World Trade Organization. Eighty-seven of the 672 articles in
the Second Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly revised. This edition also
features a substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical issues written by influential




figures. Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have commissioned
these essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Discussions
include Lani Guinier and Glenn Loury on Affirmative Action; Francis Fukuyama and Milton Fisk on
the Limits of Liberal Democracy; and Lloyd Axworthy and John Bolton on the United Nations. The
contributors discuss nearly every nation in the world, including extensive information on institutions,
political parties, leaders, and the sources of political mobilization and conflict. The volume also
includes biographies of more than seventy-five political leaders and thinkers who have shaped the
contemporary political world. Articles include detailed discussions of critical historical developments
and events, concepts, international law, and organizations. The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World, Second Edition is an accessible, timely, thought-provoking, and comprehensive reference
that captures the complexity and vitality of contemporary world affairs.
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why were political machines effective: Writing for the Public Good Steven Noll, 2022-04-19
This book presents over 100 important opinion pieces from David R. Colburn and Senator Bob
Graham, two of the most influential public figures in recent Florida history, illustrating the power of
civic engagement in tackling issues facing the nation.

why were political machines effective: The Woman Citizen , 1925

why were political machines effective: Hearings United States. Congress. Senate. Committee
on Commerce, 1950

why were political machines effective: Why Bad Governments Happen to Good People
Danny Katch, 2017-08-28 “With wit and clarity, Katch argues for social movements, political
activism, and socialism as the alternatives we need to win the world we want” (Keeanga-Yamahtta
Taylor, author of From #BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation). The election of Donald Trump has
sent the United States and the world into uncharted waters, with a bigoted, petty man-child at the
head of the planet’s most powerful empire. Danny Katch indicts the hollowness of the US political
system which led to Trump’s rise and puts forward a vision for a real alternative, a democracy that
works for the people. “In the tradition of Abbie Hoffman and George Carlin, Sarah Silverman and
Dave Chappelle, Katch’s generous, embracing humor is deployed to uncover the deepest truths of
our predicament. Don’t miss it.” —Bill Ayers, author of Demand the Impossible!: A Radical Manifesto
“This is a moment when politics and laughter are both necessities for survival. Without them we
would be lost. Now we have a book that gives us both.” —Dave Zirin, author of Game Over: How
Politics Has Turned the Sports World Upside Down “If you or your friends and family have been
shocked and horrified since Election Day, Katch will calm you down, cheer you up, and get you ready
to fight.” —Sarah Jaffe, podcast host and author of Necessary Trouble “It’s horrible, tragic,
ridiculous, and full of suspense. But enough about the White House. This book will make you laugh
out loud, learn something about our world, and get inspired to change it.” —Brian Jones, actor,
educator, and activist

why were political machines effective: Christianity and the Art of Wheelchair
Maintenance Stephen Faller, 2018-08-08 After twenty years, Stephen Faller shares his journey into
seminary and ordained ministry. This book reveals the story of how someone with a lifelong
disability, cerebral palsy, might find his way into ministry as a hospital chaplain; there is a certain
irony in that. While particular in its own right, this story will speak to anyone in college or graduate
school studying one of the many disciplines hoping to make the world a better place. Through
narrative and dialogue, Faller engages philosophers and theologians alike. This is an intimate text
that seeks to integrate mind, body, and spirit that situates itself more beyond the margins than as
marginalized. Just as Faller’s own narrative is contextualized by disability, this personal work is
contextualized in our polarized and politicized culture, as it considers the meaning of ministry for a
contemporary time. His is an embodied text that speaks to a multicultural society, even if that body
carries brokenness and even if that society is divided.
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why were political machines effective: Why Populism? Paul Kenny, 2023-04-06 The rise to
power of populists like Donald Trump is usually attributed to the shifting values and policy
preferences of voters-the demand side. Why Populism shifts the public debate on populism and
examines the other half of the equation-the supply side. Kenny argues that to understand the rise of
populism is to understand the cost of different strategies for winning and keeping power. For the
aspiring leader, populism-appealing directly to the people through mass communication-can be a
quicker, cheaper, and more effective strategy than working through a political party. Probing the
long history of populism in the West from its Ancient Greek roots to the present, this highly readable
book shows that the 'economic laws of populism are constant.' 'Forget ideology. Forget resentment.
Forget racism or sexism.' Populism, the author writes, is the result of a hidden strategic calculus.

why were political machines effective: The Saturday Evening Post , 1916

why were political machines effective: Locomotive Engineers Journal , 1924

Related to why were political machines effective

"Why ?" vs. "Why is it that ?" - English Language & Usage Why is it that everybody wants to
help me whenever I need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I need
someone's help? Can you please explain to me

pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent 1” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and

american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago

Politely asking "Why is this taking so long??" You'll need to complete a few actions and gain 15
reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and answers are
useful. What's reputation and how do I

Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English

Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of

"Why do not you come here?" vs "Why do you not come here?" "Why don't you come here?"
Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
the reason why you refuse to be someplace. "Let's go in

indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual’ or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say

Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from? "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something

Contextual difference between "That is why" vs “Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a

"Why ?" vs. "Why is it that ?" - English Language & Usage Stack Why is it that everybody
wants to help me whenever [ need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I
need someone's help? Can you please explain to me

pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent 1” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and

american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English Why to choose or Why choose?



[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago

Politely asking "Why is this taking so long??" You'll need to complete a few actions and gain 15
reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and answers are
useful. What's reputation and how do I get

Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English

Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of

"Why do not you come here?" vs "Why do you not come here?" "Why don't you come here?"
Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
the reason why you refuse to be someplace. "Let's go in

indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual’ or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say

Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from? "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something

Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a

"Why ?" vs. "Why is it that ?" - English Language & Usage Why is it that everybody wants to
help me whenever I need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I need
someone's help? Can you please explain to me

pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent 1” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and

american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago

Politely asking "Why is this taking so long??" You'll need to complete a few actions and gain 15
reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and answers are
useful. What's reputation and how do I

Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English

Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of

"Why do not you come here?" vs "Why do you not come here?" "Why don't you come here?"
Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
the reason why you refuse to be someplace. "Let's go in

indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual’ or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say

Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from? "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something

Contextual difference between "That is why" vs “"Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a



"Why ?" vs. "Why is it that ?" - English Language & Usage Stack Why is it that everybody
wants to help me whenever I need someone's help? Why does everybody want to help me whenever I
need someone's help? Can you please explain to me

pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent 1” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and

american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago

Politely asking "Why is this taking so long??" You'll need to complete a few actions and gain 15
reputation points before being able to upvote. Upvoting indicates when questions and answers are
useful. What's reputation and how do I get

Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English

Do you need the “why” in “That's the reason why”? [duplicate] Relative why can be freely
substituted with that, like any restrictive relative marker. I.e, substituting that for why in the
sentences above produces exactly the same pattern of

"Why do not you come here?" vs "Why do you not come here?" "Why don't you come here?"
Beatrice purred, patting the loveseat beside her. "Why do you not come here?" is a question seeking
the reason why you refuse to be someplace. "Let's go in

indefinite articles - Is it 'a usual' or 'an usual'? Why? - English As Jimi Oke points out, it
doesn't matter what letter the word starts with, but what sound it starts with. Since "usual" starts
with a 'y' sound, it should take 'a' instead of 'an'. Also, If you say

Where does the use of "why" as an interjection come from? "why" can be compared to an old
Latin form qui, an ablative form, meaning how. Today "why" is used as a question word to ask the
reason or purpose of something

Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a

Back to Home: https://admin.nordenson.com


https://admin.nordenson.com

