wi criminal history background check

wi criminal history background check is an essential process for individuals, employers, and
organizations seeking detailed information about a person's criminal record in the state of Wisconsin.
This type of background check helps verify a person's past criminal activity, if any, and is widely used
in contexts such as employment screening, tenant selection, volunteer work, and legal investigations.
Understanding how to obtain and interpret a Wisconsin criminal history background check ensures
compliance with state regulations and promotes informed decision-making. This article explores the
procedures, legal considerations, sources, and practical applications of the WI criminal history
background check, offering a comprehensive guide for users. The following sections will cover the
overview of the background check process, the types of criminal records included, how to request a

background check, and important legal guidelines surrounding its use.

e Overview of WI Criminal History Background Check

Types of Criminal Records Included

How to Request a WI Criminal History Background Check

Legal Considerations and Privacy Regulations

Practical Uses of WI Criminal History Background Checks

Overview of WI Criminal History Background Check

A WI criminal history background check is a formal inquiry into an individual's past criminal activities

within the state of Wisconsin. These checks compile data from various law enforcement agencies,



courts, and correctional institutions to create a comprehensive report. The Wisconsin Department of
Justice (DOJ) plays a central role in maintaining and providing access to criminal history information.
Background checks are commonly used to confirm whether an individual has any arrests, convictions,
or pending charges that are part of the public record. The process is designed to enhance safety,

security, and trust in personal, professional, and legal settings.

Sources of Criminal History Information

The information gathered in a WI criminal history background check is compiled from multiple sources

to ensure accuracy and completeness. These sources include:

e Wisconsin Circuit Courts records

¢ State and local police departments

¢ Wisconsin Department of Corrections

¢ Federal criminal records, when applicable

» National databases for cross-referencing

By aggregating data from these sources, the background check provides a detailed view of an
individual's criminal record within Wisconsin and sometimes beyond, depending on the scope of the

request.

Types of Criminal Records Included

A WI criminal history background check includes a variety of criminal record types depending on the

depth and purpose of the search. Understanding these categories helps users know what information



might be uncovered.

Arrest Records

Arrest records document instances where an individual was taken into custody by law enforcement.
These records include the date of arrest, charges, arresting agency, and disposition if available.

Arrests do not necessarily indicate guilt, but they form an important part of the criminal history check.

Conviction Records

Conviction records show cases where an individual was found guilty of a crime by a court of law.
These are key components of the background check since they reflect legally established offenses.
Conviction details include the crime committed, sentencing information, and any fines or penalties

imposed.

Pending Charges and Warrants

Some background checks also reveal pending charges and outstanding warrants. This information is

vital for employers or organizations needing to assess current legal risks associated with an individual.

Expunged and Sealed Records

Expunged or sealed records are typically excluded from standard background checks. In Wisconsin,
certain offenses may be expunged or sealed under specific circumstances, limiting public access to
those records. It is important to understand the state's policies regarding record expungement when

interpreting background check results.



How to Request a WI Criminal History Background Check

Requesting a WI criminal history background check involves several steps, depending on whether the
requester is an individual, employer, or authorized agency. The Wisconsin Department of Justice

provides official avenues for obtaining these records.

Requesting Through the Wisconsin Department of Justice

The Wisconsin DOJ offers a criminal history check service known as the Wisconsin Crime Information
Bureau (CIB). Requests can be submitted online, by mail, or in person. Required information typically

includes:

Full name of the individual

Date of birth

Social Security number (if available)

Reason for the request

Payment of applicable fees

Applicants must also provide valid identification and comply with any authorization requirements,

especially if the check is for employment purposes.

Using Third-Party Background Check Services

Many employers and private entities use third-party companies to conduct WI criminal history
background checks. These services aggregate data from official sources and may offer enhanced

reports, including national criminal records. However, users should verify that these companies comply



with the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) and Wisconsin state laws.

Legal Considerations and Privacy Regulations

Conducting a WI criminal history background check involves navigating various legal and privacy

regulations designed to protect individuals' rights while allowing legitimate access to criminal records.

Compliance with the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)

The FCRA governs how background checks can be used for employment and credit decisions.
Employers must obtain written consent before conducting a criminal history check and provide
disclosures if adverse employment action is taken based on the report. Wisconsin employers must

comply with these federal standards in addition to state laws.

Wisconsin State Privacy Laws

Wisconsin has specific statutes regulating the dissemination of criminal records. Certain records may
be restricted or require special permission to access, particularly for non-law enforcement purposes.

Privacy laws also regulate the accuracy and updating of criminal history information.

Limitations on Use of Criminal Records

Employers and organizations must use WI criminal history background check information fairly and
avoid discrimination based on race, ethnicity, or other protected characteristics. Additionally, some
types of convictions may not be considered after a certain period, in accordance with Wisconsin’s "ban

the box" initiatives and other policies promoting fair hiring practices.



Practical Uses of WI Criminal History Background Checks

WI criminal history background checks serve numerous practical purposes across different sectors.

Understanding these uses helps clarify when and why these checks are necessary.

Employment Screening

Employers frequently use criminal history background checks to assess potential hires and ensure
workplace safety. Jobs in sensitive industries like healthcare, education, and finance often require

detailed criminal background checks to comply with regulatory standards.

Tenant Screening

Landlords utilize these checks to evaluate prospective tenants, aiming to reduce risks associated with
property damage or criminal behavior. Wisconsin landlords must follow legal guidelines to ensure

tenant screening processes are fair and transparent.

Volunteer and Licensing Checks

Organizations that rely on volunteers, especially those working with vulnerable populations, often
require criminal background checks. Additionally, licensing boards for professions such as nursing,

teaching, and security may mandate these checks as part of the credentialing process.

Personal Safety and Legal Investigations

Individuals may request a WI criminal history background check for personal safety reasons or to
assist in legal matters such as custody disputes or protective orders. Law enforcement agencies also

use these checks for investigative purposes.



1. Request the background check through official channels.
2. Understand the types of records included and any exclusions.
3. Ensure compliance with legal and privacy regulations.

4. Use the information responsibly for its intended purpose.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is included in a Wisconsin criminal history background check?

A Wisconsin criminal history background check includes information about an individual's arrests,
charges, and convictions recorded in the state of Wisconsin. It may also include pending cases and

information from the Wisconsin Department of Justice.

How can | request a Wisconsin criminal history background check?

You can request a Wisconsin criminal history background check through the Wisconsin Department of
Justice by submitting a fingerprint card and the required application form. Some third-party services

may also offer background check services.

Is a Wisconsin criminal history background check available online?

Basic criminal history information may be available online through the Wisconsin Circuit Court Access
(WCCA) system, but a full and certified criminal history background check typically requires a formal

request through the Wisconsin Department of Justice.



How long does it take to get results from a Wisconsin criminal history
background check?

The processing time for a Wisconsin criminal history background check varies, but it generally takes

about 7 to 10 business days after submission of fingerprints and application to receive results.

Can employers in Wisconsin perform a criminal history background
check on job applicants?

Yes, employers in Wisconsin can perform criminal history background checks on job applicants, but
they must comply with federal and state laws, including obtaining the applicant's written consent before

conducting the check.

Are juvenile records included in a Wisconsin criminal history
background check?

Juvenile records in Wisconsin are generally confidential and are not included in standard criminal
history background checks unless the juvenile has been tried as an adult or the records have been

sealed or expunged under specific circumstances.

What laws regulate criminal history background checks in Wisconsin?

Criminal history background checks in Wisconsin are regulated by state laws such as Wisconsin
Statutes Chapter 165 and federal laws including the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA), which governs

how background check information can be used and disclosed.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Wisconsin Criminal Background Checks: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth overview of the criminal background check process in Wisconsin. It

covers legal requirements, procedures for obtaining records, and how to interpret the results. Readers



will find useful tips on navigating the state's databases and understanding their rights during

background screenings. Ideal for employers, job seekers, and legal professionals alike.

2. The Impact of Criminal Records on Employment in Wisconsin

Focusing on the intersection of criminal history and employment law, this title explores how Wisconsin
employers use background checks in hiring decisions. It discusses the Fair Chance Act and other
relevant state laws that protect applicants with criminal records. The book also offers strategies for

individuals to improve their chances of gaining employment despite past convictions.

3. Wisconsin's Criminal Justice System: Records and Rehabilitation

This book delves into the criminal justice system in Wisconsin, emphasizing how criminal records are
maintained and accessed. It highlights rehabilitation programs and the role of expungement in clearing
one’s criminal history. Readers gain insight into the balance between public safety and second

chances for offenders.

4. Legal Rights and Criminal Background Checks in Wisconsin
A practical guide for citizens undergoing background checks, this book explains legal protections and
common misconceptions. It details what employers can and cannot do with criminal history information

in Wisconsin. The book also provides advice on challenging inaccurate or outdated records.

5. Expungement and Sealing of Criminal Records in Wisconsin

This title focuses exclusively on the processes available for expunging or sealing criminal records in
the state. It outlines eligibility criteria, application procedures, and the long-term benefits of clearing

one’s record. Legal practitioners and individuals seeking a fresh start will find this book particularly

useful.

6. Background Checks in Wisconsin: A Resource for Landlords and Tenants
Designed for landlords and tenants, this book explains how criminal background checks are used in
housing decisions. It reviews Wisconsin laws regulating tenant screening and offers guidance on fair

housing practices. The book aims to promote transparency and fairness in rental agreements.



7. Criminal Record Databases in Wisconsin: Access and Accuracy
This book provides a detailed look at the various criminal record databases used in Wisconsin
background checks. It discusses data sources, record maintenance, and issues of accuracy and

privacy. Readers learn how to obtain official records and correct errors.

8. Second Chances: Navigating Criminal History in Wisconsin’s Job Market

Highlighting stories of individuals overcoming criminal records, this book offers practical advice for job
seekers in Wisconsin. It covers background check policies, disclosure tips, and available support
services. The book aims to empower those with criminal histories to successfully re-enter the

workforce.

9. Employer’s Handbook to Wisconsin Criminal Background Checks

A must-have resource for employers, this handbook explains how to legally conduct criminal
background checks in Wisconsin. It covers compliance with state and federal laws, best practices for
screening candidates, and risk management strategies. Employers will gain confidence in making

informed hiring decisions.
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Wisconsin man with ‘extensive’ criminal history arrested for alleged sixth OWI offense
after police pursuit (WFRV Local 5 on MSN20d) A 36-year-old Wisconsin man with an ‘extensive’
criminal conviction history was arrested for an alleged sixth operating while intoxicated (OWI)
offense after a police pursuit on Thursday night. The
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