why was education so important to the
puritans

why was education so important to the puritans is a question that delves into the
cultural, religious, and social fabric of early American colonial life. The Puritans, a
religious group seeking to purify the Church of England, placed immense value on
education as a means to understand the Bible, promote moral conduct, and sustain their
communities. Education was not merely a practical tool but a spiritual imperative that
shaped their worldview and daily lives. This article explores the multifaceted reasons
behind the Puritans’ commitment to education, including their theological beliefs, social
structure, and the legacy they left in American educational history. By examining why
education was so important to the Puritans, one gains insight into how their educational
priorities influenced the development of schools, literacy rates, and the broader cultural
landscape in colonial New England. The following sections will provide a detailed overview
of these key aspects.

Religious Motivation Behind Puritan Education

Social and Political Importance of Education

Puritan Educational Institutions and Practices

Impact of Puritan Education on American Society

Religious Motivation Behind Puritan Education

The Puritans’ dedication to education was deeply rooted in their religious convictions.
Central to their faith was the belief in the authority of the Bible and the necessity for every
individual to read and interpret Scripture personally. This conviction made literacy and
education essential components of their religious life. The Puritans saw education as a
divine mandate to equip themselves and their children with the skills necessary to read
the Bible and live according to God’s will.

Biblical Literacy as a Spiritual Duty

For the Puritans, understanding the Bible was not only a matter of personal faith but also
a communal responsibility. They believed that ignorance of Scripture could lead to moral
decay and spiritual peril. Consequently, teaching children to read was considered an
urgent priority. The emphasis on biblical literacy ensured that individuals could engage
with religious texts directly, fostering a personal relationship with God rather than relying
solely on clergy.



Education as a Means of Moral Instruction

Education was also viewed as a tool for instilling discipline, virtue, and godly behavior.
The Puritans believed that schooling helped mold character by teaching students the
principles of righteousness and obedience. This moral education was intertwined with
religious teachings, reinforcing the idea that spiritual and intellectual growth went hand in
hand.

Social and Political Importance of Education

Beyond religious motivations, education held significant social and political importance for
the Puritan communities. It was seen as a foundation for maintaining order, promoting
civic responsibility, and ensuring the survival and prosperity of their settlements. The
Puritans recognized that an educated populace was essential for effective governance and
social cohesion.

Education to Support a Godly Society

Puritan leaders believed that education was critical in creating a "city upon a hill," an
ideal Christian society that would serve as a model for others. Educated citizens were
expected to uphold moral standards and participate actively in community affairs. This
social vision made education a communal priority, supported by both church and
government authorities.

Political Stability and Literacy

Literacy was also linked to political empowerment in Puritan society. Educated individuals
were better equipped to read legal documents, participate in town meetings, and exercise
voting rights. The Puritans’ approach to education helped establish democratic principles

by encouraging informed and responsible citizenship.

Puritan Educational Institutions and Practices

The Puritans established various institutions and practices to ensure that education was
accessible and effective. Their efforts laid the groundwork for the development of formal
schooling systems in America, reflecting their commitment to widespread literacy and
learning.

Founding of Schools and Colleges

One of the most notable contributions of the Puritans was the establishment of schools at
both the elementary and higher education levels. Town schools were common, designed to
teach children to read, write, and understand religious texts. Harvard College, founded in
1636, was established primarily to train ministers, illustrating the Puritans’ prioritization



of educated clergy.

Curriculum and Teaching Methods

The curriculum focused heavily on religious instruction, including memorization of the
Bible, catechism, and religious doctrines. Reading and writing were taught with the
primary goal of enabling students to engage with Scripture. Discipline and rote learning
were common methods used to ensure mastery of religious and moral lessons.

Community Involvement and Funding

Education was funded collectively by Puritan communities, reflecting their commitment to
public schooling. Parents, church members, and town officials contributed resources to
maintain schools and support teachers. This communal investment highlighted the value
placed on education as a shared responsibility.

Impact of Puritan Education on American Society

The Puritans’ emphasis on education had lasting effects on the development of American
society, influencing cultural values, educational traditions, and social structures well
beyond their own time.

Legacy of Literacy and Public Education

The Puritans’ high literacy rates set a precedent for the importance of public education in
America. Their model of town-supported schools became a blueprint for educational
systems throughout the colonies and later the United States. This legacy contributed to a
culture that values education as essential for personal and civic success.

Cultural and Intellectual Contributions

By prioritizing education, the Puritans fostered a culture of intellectual inquiry and moral
seriousness. Their educational practices produced leaders, ministers, and citizens who
shaped American political thought and religious life. The intellectual rigor and ethical
standards promoted by Puritan education influenced American values such as hard work,
self-discipline, and community service.

Summary of Key Reasons Education Was Important to
the Puritans

e To ensure biblical literacy and personal understanding of Scripture.



e To instill moral discipline and godly behavior in the community.

e To create a stable, well-ordered society based on Christian principles.
e To prepare educated clergy for religious leadership.

e To promote civic responsibility and political participation.

e To establish a model of public education for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why did the Puritans emphasize education in their
society?

The Puritans emphasized education because they believed that being able to read the
Bible was essential for personal faith and moral conduct. Education allowed individuals to
understand scripture and live according to God's will.

How did religion influence the Puritans' focus on
education?

Religion was central to Puritan life, and they saw education as a means to ensure religious
knowledge and piety. They wanted everyone to read the Bible and participate in religious
practices, which required literacy and comprehension.

What role did education play in maintaining Puritan
social order?

Education helped maintain social order by promoting shared religious values and moral
discipline. It reinforced community cohesion and obedience to religious and civic laws,
which were deeply intertwined in Puritan society.

Why was literacy particularly important to Puritan
children?

Literacy was important because Puritan children needed to read the Bible and religious
texts to understand their faith. Early education was focused on teaching reading and
writing to instill religious principles from a young age.

How did the Puritans' belief in predestination affect



their approach to education?

While predestination meant salvation was predetermined, Puritans still valued education
as a way to live a Godly life and demonstrate that one was among the elect. Education was
a tool for moral self-discipline and community responsibility.

What institutions did the Puritans establish to promote
education?

The Puritans established schools and colleges such as the Boston Latin School and
Harvard College to ensure that ministers and laypeople were well-educated in theology
and classical subjects, supporting their religious and social goals.

How did Puritan education differ from other colonial
groups?

Puritan education was more focused on religious instruction and literacy for all children,
including girls to some extent, which was less common in other colonial groups. They
prioritized schooling to maintain a godly community.

In what ways did education help the Puritans preserve
their cultural identity?

Education helped the Puritans preserve their cultural identity by passing down religious
beliefs, moral values, and social norms. It ensured the continuity of their religious
practices and community standards across generations.

Additional Resources

1. Education and the Puritan Mind

This book explores the Puritan emphasis on literacy and education as a means to
understand the Bible and live a pious life. It delves into how the Puritans established
schools and colleges to ensure religious knowledge was accessible. The author highlights
the societal and religious motivations behind their commitment to education.

2. The Puritan Legacy: Education and Religious Reform

Focusing on the intersection of faith and learning, this book examines how Puritan beliefs
shaped their educational practices. It discusses the role of education in maintaining
religious discipline and moral conduct within Puritan communities. The narrative also
traces the long-term impact of Puritan education on American schooling.

3. Reading the Scriptures: Education in Puritan New England

This work analyzes the centrality of scripture in Puritan education, emphasizing why
literacy was essential for individual salvation. It reveals how the Puritan educational
system was designed to promote a direct and personal engagement with the Bible. The
book also includes discussions on the establishment of schools like the Boston Latin
School.



4. The Role of Education in Puritan Society

A comprehensive study of how education functioned as a tool for social cohesion and
religious conformity among Puritans. The author explores the communal efforts to educate
children and adults alike to uphold Puritan values. The book offers insights into the
legislative measures that supported widespread education.

5. Faith and Learning: The Puritan Educational Ethic

This title investigates the Puritan belief that education was a divine mandate and essential
for moral development. It explores how this ethic influenced the curriculum and teaching
methods of Puritan schools. The book sheds light on the balance between secular
knowledge and religious instruction.

6. Puritan Schools and the Birth of American Education

Tracing the origins of the American education system, this book credits Puritan initiatives
for foundational educational principles. It details the establishment of early schools and
Harvard College, highlighting their religious motivations. The author also discusses the
Puritan legacy in contemporary educational values.

7. Learning to Read the Word: Puritan Education and Literacy

This book focuses specifically on literacy as a cornerstone of Puritan education,
emphasizing the necessity of reading the Bible. It examines teaching techniques and
materials used to promote literacy among children and adults. The work contextualizes
literacy within the broader goals of religious and moral instruction.

8. Education, Religion, and Society in Puritan New England

Offering a broader sociological perspective, this book investigates how education
reinforced Puritan religious ideals and social order. It considers the interplay between
educational institutions, church authority, and community governance. The text also
explores challenges and changes to Puritan educational practices over time.

9. The Importance of Education to the Puritans: A Historical Perspective

This historical analysis presents the Puritans’ educational priorities within the context of
17th-century England and colonial America. It explains how their religious convictions
motivated the creation of educational frameworks aimed at sustaining their faith
community. The book illustrates the enduring influence of Puritan educational
philosophies.
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why was education so important to the puritans: The American Temper Richard D. Mosier,
2023-11-15 The American Temper: Patterns of Our Intellectual Heritage explores the evolution of
American intellectual thought through four major movements—Puritanism, Republicanism,
Transcendentalism, and Pragmatism—each contributing distinctively to the American mind. The
Puritans provided a foundational synthesis, embedding Calvinist beliefs with emerging
social-contract theories, ultimately shaping a reasoned spirituality. The young republic's
Enlightenment brought new freedoms, defining a worldview that saw people as participants in a
rational social order. The Transcendentalists, in turn, transformed Romanticism to align with the
American ideals of self-reliance and individual potential, emphasizing personal insight and spiritual
connection to nature. Pragmatists then crafted a philosophy rooted in technology, focused on
experimental methods and practical applications, paving the way for a belief in human agency and
technological mastery over nature. Despite these movements' diverse contributions, they all address
the tension between two core principles: Bacon's maxim, knowledge is power, and Whitman's
question about the relationship between the self and the world. The tension between viewing
knowledge as a tool for mastery and seeking a deeper, integrated understanding of life remains at
the heart of American intellectual history. Each intellectual era sought a balance between the
empirical and the spiritual, exploring whether mechanistic views of the world could serve the
individual without eroding personal freedom. In this ongoing dialectic, American thinkers have
repeatedly attempted to integrate these opposing perspectives, generating new intellectual
syntheses that reflect shifting societal needs and aspirations. The author suggests that a new
creative moment is on the horizon, one that will again reconcile the ideals of pragmatic power and
holistic understanding. This potential synthesis would allow the American mind to remain dynamic,
engaging with both the past and the future as a source of ongoing intellectual vitality. By
understanding the heritage of American ideas, individuals can better appreciate the creative
capacity of the mind and avoid stagnation, embracing a future in which intellectual growth continues
to inspire and guide American culture. The text underscores that the American spirit's strength lies
in its ability to innovate, continually revitalizing its core values and adapting to the demands of an
evolving world. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates
University of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them
voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality,
peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was
originally published in 1952.

why was education so important to the puritans: The Puritans Perry Miller, Thomas H.
Johnson, 2014-09-22 Critically acclaimed compilation includes writings by William Bradford,
Increase Mather, William Hubbard, Anne Bradstreet, and other influential figures. The best selection
ever made of Puritan literature. — historian Samuel Eliot Morison.

why was education so important to the puritans: Schooling, the Puritan Imperative, and the
Molding of an American National Identity Douglas McKnight, 2003-05-14 Present-day America is
perceived by many as immersed in a moral crisis, with national identity fractured and uncertainty
and anxiety about the future. Public schools in this country are, historically and still today, the major
institution charged with preserving and teaching the symbols of national identity and a morality that
is the concrete expression of those symbols and the ideas for which they stand. A widespread belief
is that only through schooling can America be saved from the current crisis, but the schools have
failed in this mission and must be reformed. In this book, Douglas McKnight develops a historical
interpretation of how the New England Puritans generated a powerful belief system and set of
symbols that have fed American identity and contributed to preserving and perpetuating it into the
present time. He explores the relationship between the purposes of education (and how this term
has shifted in meaning) and the notion of an American identity and morality--rooted in the Puritan
concept of an errand into the wilderness--that serves a particular sacred/secular purpose. The
phrase errand into the wilderness is taken from a 1956 book by Perry Miller with this title, where it




refers to the Puritan dream of creating a city in the wilderness (the North American Colonies) that
would be a utopian community--a beacon for the rest of the world for how to organize and live in the
ideal religious community. Highly pertinent to the current debate about the purposes and crisis in
education and in America, morality in schools, the cultural function of education, the changing
nature of the language of education, the complex relation of schooling and national identity, this
book explicates these elements within the American psyche by exploring the effects of the Puritan
symbolic narrative at three different points in American history: Puritans during the 1600s and
1700s; the Gilded Age, when the urban Protestant middle class ascended to cultural dominance; and
the present age. Schooling, the Puritan Imperative, and the Molding of an American National
Identity: Education's Errand Into the Wilderness makes an important contribution to the fields of
curriculum studies and the history of education. It will interest students and scholars in these fields,
as well as those in educational philosophy, religion and education, intellectual and social history, and
American studies.

why was education so important to the puritans: Religion, Education and Academic
Success William Jeynes, 2003-08-01 The goal of this book is to examine the relationship between
religion and academic success, both historically and in modern society. Very few books are
dedicated to examining this very important topic. In addition, to this date there has never been a
published quantitative meta-analysis examining the effects of religiosity and religious schools on
academic outcomes. It is my hope that this book will be a useful tool for educators, researchers,
professors, and parents who desire to examine this relevant and practical area of study. Our nation
owes much of its educational foundation to the religious orientation of many of its founders,
educational pioneers, and educational reformers. Although educational historians used to focus on
the religious and moral orientation of people like Noah Webster, Horace Mann, Johann Pestalozzi,
Emma Willard, Friedrich Froebel, and many others, contemporary educational historians
inappropriately omit the religious roots of these individuals.

why was education so important to the puritans: American Educational History William
H. Jeynes, 2007-01-18 This is an excellent text in the field of U.S. educational history. The author
does a great job of linking past events to the current trends and debates in education. I am quite
enthusiastic about this book. It is well-written, interesting, accessible, quite balanced in perspective,
and comprehensive. It includes sections and details, that I found fascinating - and I think students
will too. —Gina Giuliano, University at Albany, SUNY This book offers a comprehensive and fair
account of an American Educational History. The breadth and depth of material presented are vast
and compelling. —Rich Milner, Vanderbilt University An up-to-date, contemporary examination of
historical trends that have helped shape schools and education in the United States... Key Features:
Covers education developments and trends beginning with the Colonial experience through the
present day, placing an emphasis on post-World War II issues such as the role of technology, the
standards movement, affirmative action, bilingual education, undocumented immigrants, and school
choice. Introduces cutting-edge controversies in a way that allows students to consider a variety of
viewpoints and develop their own thinking skills Examines the educational history of increasingly
important groups in U.S. society, including that of African American women, Native Americans,
Latinos and Asian Americans. Intended Audience This core text is designed for undergraduate and
graduate courses such as Foundations of Education; Educational History; Introduction to Education;
Philosophy of Education; American History; Sociology of Education; Educational Policy; and
Educational Reform in the departments of Education, History, and Sociology.

why was education so important to the puritans: Shaping North America James E. Seelye
Jr., Shawn Selby, 2018-08-03 This fascinating multivolume set provides a unique resource for
learning about early American history, including thematic essays, topical entries, and an invaluable
collection of primary source documents. In 1783, just months after the United States achieved
independence from Great Britain, General George Washington was compelled to convince his
officers not to undertake a military coup of the Congress of Confederation. Had the planned
mutinous coup of the Newburgh Conspiracy gone forward, the American experiment may have



ended before it even began. The pre-colonial and colonial periods of early American history are filled
with accounts of key events that established the course of our nation's development. This expansive
three-volume set provides entries on a wide variety of topics and themes in early American history to
elucidate how the United States came to be. Written in straightforward language, the encyclopedic
entries on social, political, cultural, and military subjects from the pre-Columbian period through the
creation of the Constitution (roughly 1400-1790) will be useful for anyone wishing to deeply
investigate the who, what, where, when, and why of early America. Additionally, the breadth of
primary documents—including personal diaries, letters, poems, images, treaties, and other legal
documents—provides readers with firsthand sources written by the men and women who shaped
American history, both the famous and the less well known. Each of the three volumes also presents
thematic essays on highlighted topics to fully place the individual entries within their proper
historical context and heighten readers' comprehension.

why was education so important to the puritans: The Evolution of Educational Theory in the
United States Dickson Mungazi, 1999-01-30 There is no better way to understand a society's
assessment of its own success or failure than an examination of its theories of education, because
any attempt to improve national performance will be reflected in educational policy. This study is a
comprehensive account of the evolution of American educational theory from the colonial period to
the present. It includes a broad discussion of the foundations upon which early Americans built their
educational policy, as well as influential factors unique to the American experience. From the
Revolution to nineteenth century reform efforts to the turbulent twentieth century, educational
theory has been adapted to suit the needs of an ever-changing, multicultural society. Throughout
U.S. history key objectives have affected the character of education, particularly curriculum. One
main thrust for reform has been the belief that equality in education serves the national interest.
Examination of the historical attitudes toward the education of African Americans provides a
valuable insight into this process. Today America is experiencing significant difficulties in making its
educational system succeed, and the negative social effects of this deterioration are already
apparent. The future success of educational theory lies in international cooperative efforts.

why was education so important to the puritans: An Investigation of the Seventeenth- to
Nineteenth-Century Puritan Vernacular Tradition Douglas T. Root, 2020-07-15 An Investigation of
the 16th-18th Century Puritan Vernacular Tradition argues that Puritan writers, specifically from the
17th to the 19th century, developed a collective vernacular which was intended to—in the words of
John Milton—justify the ways of God to man. However, their phrases (much like the Puritans
themselves) never achieved a sufficient level of uniformity. As a result, their verbiage, though quite
often similar, the manner in which it is used frequently differs. Puritan authors' routine suggestion
that certain circumstances pleased God began as an attempt with which to interpret God's
involvement in their day-to-day lives. However, as time passed, these interpretations became further
removed from the Scripture and ultimately functioned as a way for writers to indict God when things
badly or to praise him only when he showed them favor.

why was education so important to the puritans: Daily Life in the Colonial City Keith T.
Krawczynski, 2013-02-20 An exploration of day-to-day urban life in colonial America. The American
city was an integral part of the colonial experience. Although the five largest cities in colonial
America--Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Charles Town, and Newport--held less than ten percent of
the American popularion on the eve of the American Revolution, they were particularly significant
for a people who resided mostly in rural areas, and wilderness. These cities and other urban hubs
contained and preserved the European traditions, habits, customs, and institutions from which their
residents had emerged. They were also centers of commerce, transportation, and communication;
held seats of colonial government; and were conduits for the transfer of Old World cultures. With a
focus on the five largest cities but also including life in smaller urban centers, Krawczynski's
nuanced treatment will fill a significant gap on the reference shelves and serve as an essential
source for students of American history, sociology, and culture. In-depth, thematic chapters explore
many aspects of urban life in colonial America, including working conditions for men, women,




children, free blacks, and slaves as well as strikes and labor issues; the class hierarchy and its
purpose in urban society; childbirth, courtship, family, and death; housing styles and urban diet; and
the threat of disease and the growth of poverty.

why was education so important to the puritans: The Americanization Syndrome Robert
A. Carlson, 2022-11-16 The Americanization Syndrome (1987) examines the historical role of
education in the process of ‘Americanization’. It argues that beginning with seventeenth century
puritan leaders such as John Winthrop and Cotton Maher, the pattern of American education has
been not the promotion of a blend of different cultures but the indoctrination of norms of belief of
religion, politics and economics and an explicit discouragement of cultural variety. It traces the
political role of education at key junctures of American history - after Independence, in the
reconstruction of the South after the Civil War, in the establishment of settlement houses and the
use of scientific management techniques by employers. The author focuses on the period 1900-1925
when new waves of immigrants from southern and eastern Europe led to a new drive for orthodoxy.

why was education so important to the puritans: Puritanism in the Period of the Great
Persecution, 1660-1688 Gerald Robertson Cragg, 1957

why was education so important to the puritans: To Understand Things as Well as Words
John R. Van Wyk, 2025-06-17 One significant way that the influential Puritan minister Jonathan
Edwards (1703-58) remains relevant today is through his approach to teaching. His holistic
pedagogical approach addressed the “total person”: mind, intentions, and actions. Crucial to
Edwards, also, was mentoring students to assist their spiritual development and to encourage and to
help enable their leadership potential. This volume fills a significant gap in the academic study of
Jonathan Edwards—his work as a teacher and educational theorist.

why was education so important to the puritans: Routledge Library Editions: Puritanism
Various Authors, 2021-08-31 Originally published between 1930 and 1988 many of the volumes in
this set are based upon years of painstaking archival research in private and published papers. They
provide many insights into the Puritan world of the early 17th Century and: Analyse the economic
depression in the mid-1600s and the resultant unemployment and poverty which caused social
upheaval. Discuss the importance of the divisions among the Puritans for political processes within
both the church and wider society. Examine the motivation of the Puritans who emigrated. Discuss
the impact the Puritan family had on the spiritual development of the Anglo-American world.

why was education so important to the puritans: The American Experience Robert F.
Madgic, 1971 An American history text stressing the issues of international and domestic conflicts.

why was education so important to the puritans: Symposium on Puritanism and Progress
(JCR Vol. 06 No. 01) R. ]J. Rushdoony, Charles Dykes, E. L. Hebden Taylor, James R. Payton Jr.,
Aletha Joy Gilsdorf, Judy Ishkanian, James B. Jordan, William Symington, D.D., In the previous issue
of The Journal, we presented the case for the puritans as reforms who were determined to
reconstruct society in terms of Biblical law. Not every Puritan had this vision, of course; not every
Puritan agreed about the nature of Biblical law. But sufficient numbers of them did share this vision,
especially in New England, and the world still reaps the benefits of their efforts. This is another way
of saying that the Puritans expected success to come their way, and when it did, it left its mark on
Western Civilization. By unleashing the talents of men in every station in life, the Puritan doctrine of
the priesthood of all believers transformed the West. A grass-roots reconstruction began which was
to lead eventually to the American War of Independence. The top-down hierarchy of Anglicanism did
not take root in the Puritan colonies. Because of this, American political life was freed from the dead
hand of a church-state bureaucratic tradition. But it was not simply in the realm of politics that
Puritanism left its mark. Consider modern science. Without the doctrines of Puritanism, it is unlikely
that modern science ever would have appeared. The calling before God, the legitimacy of the
mechanic's trade, the optimism concerning the study of nature, and many other Puritan concepts
brought forth modern science. Two articles, one by Charles Dykes and the other by E. L. Hebden
Taylor, demonstrate this forcefully. Christians seldom know what modern historians of science know,
namely, that Puritanism was basic to the advent of modern scientific progress. This ingrained




optimism stemmed from their eschatological presuppositions, as James Payton demonstrates with
respect to English Puritans and Aletha Joy Gilsdorf shows with respect to the first generation of
colonial Puritans. And then there was Oliver Cromwell. Judy Ishkanian provides us with a detailed
biography of this crucially important military and political leader of the Puritan forces in England.
Who was he, how did he accomplish his goals, and where did he get his vision? These questions are
answered in considerable depth, given the limitations of a single chapter in biography. This issue of
The Journal is a continuation of an investigation into the nature of the Puritan reformation. It is
followed by the third and final volume, Puritanism and Society. Anyone who wants access to
illuminating introductions to the impact of Puritanism outside of the institutional church as such,
should have these volumes in his library. They will serve later Christian scholars as starting points
for further research. Even more important, they open up a whole new world of Christian history and
inspiration, for the Puritans vision-that all of the earth is open ground for the establishment of God's
Kingdom-can be revived in our day. That vision can become a heritage for later generations. But to
become a part of that heritage, men must reconsider the standard accounts of Puritanism's influence
in the less informed (but widely read) secular textbooks. For Christians who want to learn why and
how Puritan theology led to Puritanism's reconstruction of seventeenth-century though and culture,
these issues of The Journal are indispensable.

why was education so important to the puritans: Lancashire: Its Puritanism and
Nonconformity Robert Halley, 1872

why was education so important to the puritans: Agents of Wrath, Sowers of Discord
Timothy L. Wood, 2005-12-12 This book explores the authorities of Puritan Massachusetts balanced
concern for the stability of the colony and the integrity of its Puritan mission with the hopes of
reconciling dissidents back into the colonial community.

why was education so important to the puritans: The Puritan Family Levin L. Schiuicking,
2020-11-05 Originally published in 1969, this study examines the religious and ethical community
which had an immense influence on the spiritual development of the Anglo-American world - the
family in Puritan England. The book makes extensive reference to the outstanding literary works of
the period and to the Puritan ‘conduct-books’, thus illustrating the Puritan way of thinking and
attitude to life and showing the relationship between the development of literary taste and the social
class system.

why was education so important to the puritans: Lancashire: Its Puritanism and
Nonconformity ... Second Edition Robert HALLEY (the Elder.), 1872
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