why is language important

why is language important is a question that touches the very core of human communication and
civilization. Language serves as a fundamental tool for expressing thoughts, emotions, and ideas,
enabling individuals to connect and interact meaningfully. This article explores the multifaceted
significance of language, from its role in shaping identity and culture to its impact on education and
social development. Understanding why language is important involves examining its function in
preserving history, facilitating innovation, and fostering interpersonal relationships. Additionally,
language is essential in global communication and economic progress, making it a critical element of
modern society. This comprehensive overview will delve into various aspects of language importance,
providing insight into why it remains a vital component of human existence. The following sections
will guide readers through the key reasons why language holds such profound value.

The Role of Language in Communication

Language as a Cultural Identifier

e Language and Cognitive Development

Language in Education and Learning

The Economic and Global Significance of Language

The Role of Language in Communication

Language is the primary medium through which humans communicate, making it indispensable for
expressing ideas, emotions, and information. It allows individuals to share experiences, collaborate on
projects, and resolve conflicts in both personal and professional contexts. Without language, complex
social structures and relationships would be impossible to maintain.

Facilitating Interpersonal Connections

Effective communication depends on language as it enables people to convey their thoughts clearly
and understand others. Whether spoken, written, or signed, language bridges gaps between
individuals, fostering empathy and cooperation.

Conveying Abstract Concepts

Language allows the expression of abstract ideas such as justice, freedom, and love, which are crucial
for societal development. It enables humans to discuss hypothetical situations, plan for the future,
and reflect on the past, contributing to cultural evolution.



Supporting Social Interaction and Community Building

Through language, communities establish norms, share values, and create a collective identity. It
serves as a unifying force that helps maintain social cohesion and facilitates the transmission of
traditions from one generation to the next.

Language as a Cultural Identifier

Language is deeply intertwined with culture, acting as a marker of identity and heritage. It reflects the
history, beliefs, and customs of a community, making it a powerful symbol of cultural pride and
continuity.

Preserving Cultural Heritage

Languages carry unique worldviews and knowledge systems that have been developed over
centuries. The loss of a language often means losing irreplaceable cultural wisdom and traditions.

Expressing Identity and Belonging

Language helps individuals connect with their roots and affirm their belonging to a particular group.
Dialects, slang, and linguistic nuances contribute to a sense of shared identity and social belonging.

Promoting Diversity and Multiculturalism

Recognizing and valuing different languages fosters respect for cultural diversity. Multilingual
societies benefit from a richer exchange of ideas and perspectives, enhancing social harmony and
innovation.

Language and Cognitive Development

The importance of language extends to its role in shaping human cognition, influencing how
individuals think, learn, and perceive the world around them. Language development is closely linked
to brain growth and intellectual capabilities.

Enhancing Critical Thinking Skills

Through language, people develop the ability to analyze, compare, and synthesize information.
Mastery of language structures supports logical reasoning and problem-solving abilities.



Supporting Memory and Learning

Language provides a framework for organizing knowledge and experiences. It aids memory retention
by enabling individuals to categorize and recall information effectively.

Influencing Perception and Worldview

The language one speaks can shape how reality is perceived. Different languages emphasize various
aspects of experience, affecting cognitive patterns and cultural perspectives.

Language in Education and Learning

Language is fundamental to education, serving as the primary method for transmitting knowledge
and skills. It is essential for literacy, comprehension, and academic success.

Foundation for Literacy

Learning to read and write depends on understanding language structure and vocabulary. Literacy
opens doors to further education and lifelong learning opportunities.

Facilitating Knowledge Acquisition

Subjects across disciplines rely on language for instruction and communication of concepts, whether
in textbooks, lectures, or discussions.

Encouraging Critical and Creative Thinking

Language enables students to articulate ideas, debate viewpoints, and engage creatively with
content, fostering intellectual growth.

The Economic and Global Significance of Language

In an increasingly interconnected world, language plays a pivotal role in economic development and
international relations. Proficiency in multiple languages can enhance career opportunities and
facilitate global cooperation.

Enabling International Trade and Business

Language skills are vital for negotiating deals, understanding markets, and building partnerships
across borders. Multilingualism can be a competitive advantage in the global economy.



Supporting Diplomacy and Global Cooperation

Effective communication among nations depends on language to resolve conflicts, negotiate treaties,
and promote peace.

Promoting Tourism and Cultural Exchange

Language proficiency enriches travel experiences and fosters mutual understanding between
cultures, boosting tourism industries worldwide.

Improves cross-cultural communication

Enhances employment prospects

Facilitates knowledge sharing

Strengthens international relations

e Supports global education initiatives

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is language important for communication?

Language is important for communication because it allows individuals to express their thoughts,
ideas, and emotions clearly and effectively, facilitating understanding and connection between
people.

How does language influence culture?

Language influences culture by shaping how people perceive the world, transmit traditions, and share
values, thus playing a key role in maintaining and evolving cultural identity.

Why is language essential for education and learning?

Language is essential for education and learning because it enables the acquisition, processing, and
sharing of knowledge, making it possible to understand concepts and engage in critical thinking.

How does language impact social interaction and
relationships?

Language impacts social interaction and relationships by providing the means to build trust, negotiate
meaning, resolve conflicts, and create social bonds among individuals and communities.



Why is preserving language important for future generations?

Preserving language is important for future generations because it safeguards cultural heritage,
ensures the continuation of unique perspectives, and promotes diversity in global communication.

Additional Resources

1. Language and Thought: The Connection That Shapes Our World

This book explores the intricate relationship between language and human cognition. It delves into
how language influences the way we perceive reality, make decisions, and communicate complex
ideas. Readers gain insight into why language is fundamental to shaping culture and knowledge.

2. The Power of Language: Communication and Human Connection

Focusing on the social functions of language, this book examines how language facilitates
relationships and community building. It highlights the role of language in expressing identity,
emotions, and shared experiences. The author also discusses how language can both unite and divide
societies.

3. Unlocking Minds: Language as a Tool for Learning and Growth

This title emphasizes language's role in education and personal development. It presents research on
how language acquisition supports cognitive growth and problem-solving skills. The book also
addresses the importance of multilingualism in broadening perspectives.

4. The Evolution of Language: Why Communication is Essential to Human Survival

Tracing the origins of language, this book explains how the development of communication was
crucial for early human societies. It discusses evolutionary theories and the adaptive advantages
language provided. Readers are encouraged to consider language as a key factor in human success.

5. Language and Culture: How Words Shape Our Worldview

This book investigates the deep connection between language and cultural identity. It explores
linguistic relativity and how different languages influence thought patterns and values. The author
provides examples from diverse cultures to illustrate language’s impact on perception.

6. Voices of the Mind: The Psychological Importance of Language

Focusing on psychological perspectives, this book analyses how language affects memory, emotion,
and mental health. It covers topics such as inner speech and language disorders, highlighting how
language shapes mental processes. The book offers a comprehensive view of language’s role in the
human psyche.

7. From Symbols to Stories: The Role of Language in Human Creativity

This work explores how language enables storytelling, art, and innovation. It argues that language is a
fundamental tool for expressing creativity and transmitting knowledge across generations. Readers
learn about the connection between linguistic expression and imaginative thought.

8. Bridging Minds: Language as a Medium for Understanding and Empathy

This book discusses how language fosters empathy and social understanding. It examines the ways in
which communication can overcome barriers and build connections between individuals and groups.
The author emphasizes language’s role in conflict resolution and peacebuilding.

9. The Future of Language: Why Preserving Linguistic Diversity Matters



Highlighting the importance of endangered languages, this book argues for the preservation of
linguistic diversity as vital for cultural richness and intellectual heritage. It explores the consequences
of language loss and the efforts to revive and maintain minority languages. The book calls attention
to language’s enduring significance in a globalized world.
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why is language important: Anishinaabe Ways of Knowing and Being Dr Lawrence W Gross,
2014-07-28 Very few studies have examined the worldview of the Anishinaabeg from within the
culture itself and none have explored the Anishinaabe worldview in relation to their efforts to
maintain their culture in the present-day world. Focusing mainly on the Minnesota Anishinaabeg,
Gross explores how their worldview works to create a holistic way of living, which the Anishinaabeg
call the Good Life. However, as Gross also argues, the Anishinaabeg saw the end of their world early
in the 20th century and experienced what he calls 'postapocalypse stress syndrome.'

why is language important: Philosophy of Language: The Key Thinkers Barry Lee,
2019-12-12 Playing a key role in our lives, as a vehicle for our thoughts and a powerful medium of
communication, language is at the centre of philosophical investigation. The fifteen specially
commissioned essays in this book introduce and explore the ideas of major philosophers who have
shaped philosophical thinking about language, providing insights into crucial developments in this
fascinating field over the last 140 years. Chapters examine the work of Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein,
Carnap, Austin, Quine, Chomsky, Grice, Davidson, Dummett, Kripke and Derrida. This second edition
broadens coverage of the area with new chapters on Susan Stebbing and on recent developments in
feminist philosophy of language. Featuring contributions from Arif Ahmed, Kent Bach, Thomas
Baldwin, Michael Beaney, Siobhan Chapman, Kirk Ludwig and other leading experts in the field,
Philosophy of Language: The Key Thinkers provides a thorough introduction to the puzzles, debates
and ideas that animate contemporary philosophy of language. It is an ideal resource for
undergraduate students in philosophy, linguistics and related disciplines.

why is language important: Language: Key Concepts in Philosophy Jose Medina, 2010-07-15
Inquiry into the nature and purpose of language has long been a central concern of Western
philosophy, within both the analytic, Anglo-American tradition, and its Continental counterpart.
Language: Key Concepts in Philosophy explains and explores the principal ideas, theories and
debates in the philosophy of language, providing a clear and authoritative account of the discipline.
The text covers the work on language of the major philosophers in both traditions, including Frege,
Wittgenstein, Austin, Quine, Davidson, Heidegger, Gadamer, Derrida and Butler. The book equips
readers with the requisite philosophical tools to get to grips with central concepts and key issues,
and raises challenging questions students can then explore on their own. Coverage of each issue
provides the reader with a full account of the state of the question and a thorough assessment of the
arguments entailed in the available literature on that subject. Philosophy undergraduates will find
this an invaluable aid to study, one that goes beyond simple definitions and summaries to really open
up fascinating and important ideas and arguments.

why is language important: Language Legislation and Linguistic Rights Douglas A. Kibbee,
1998-01-01 The contributions to this volume cover a broad range of issues in language policy that
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are hotly debated in every corner of the globe. The articles included investigate the implications of
language policies on the notion of language rights as the issues are played out in very specific
circumstances [] from the courtroom in Australia to the legislature in California to the educational
system in England to the administrative practices of the European Commission. The authors explore
conflicts between basic conceptions of fairness in justice, administration and education on the one
hand, and political and economic realities on the other. Articles focus on langage issues in the
United States, Canada, Brazil, England, France, Slovakia, Russia, Sri Lanka, Australia and several
African states. Other articles consider the implications of new supernational agreements [] the
European Union, NAFTA, GATT, the OAU [J on language issues in the signatory states. In sum the
volume offers an extensive presentation of current issues and practices in language policy and
linguistic human rights.

why is language important: Key Questions in Language Teaching Alessandro G. Benati,
2020-02-20 Innovative and evidence-based, this introduction to the main concepts and issues in
language teaching uses a 'key questions' structure, enabling the reader to understand how these
questions have been addressed by researchers previously, and how the findings inform language
teaching practices. Grounded in research, theory and empirical evidence, the textbook provides
students, practitioners and teachers with a complete introductory course in language teaching.
Written in a clear and user-friendly style, and avoiding use of jargon, the book draws upon real-life
teaching experiences and scenarios to provide practical advice. A glossary of key terms, questions
for discussion and further reading suggestions are included. The book is perfectly suited to language
teaching modules on English language, TESOL and applied linguistics courses.

why is language important: The Psychology of Language Trevor A. Harley, 2013-12-17 Now
in full colour, this fully revised edition of the best-selling textbook provides an up-to-date and
comprehensive introduction to the psychology of language for undergraduates, postgraduates, and
researchers. It contains everything the student needs to know about how we acquire, understand,
produce, and store language. Whilst maintaining both the structure of the previous editions and the
emphasis on cognitive processing, this fourth edition has been thoroughly updated to include: the
latest research, including recent results from the fast-moving field of brain imaging and studies
updated coverage of key ideas and models an expanded glossary more real-life examples and
illustrations. The Psychology of Language, Fourth Edition is praised for describing complex ideas in
a clear and approachable style, and assumes no prior knowledge other than a grounding in the basic
concepts of cognitive psychology. It will be essential reading for advanced undergraduate and
graduate students of cognition, psycholinguistics, or the psychology of language. It will also be
useful for those on speech and language therapy courses. The book is supported by a companion
website featuring a range of helpful supplementary resources for both students and lecturers.

why is language important: Language, Schools and Classrooms (RLE Edu L Sociology of
Education) Michael Stubbs, 2012-05-23 The role of language is central in education - but there is
much debate about the exact relation between children’s language and their educational success.
The author provides a clear guide to the basic issues in the debates over language deficit, standard
English and classroom language, and in this edition he shows how work in sociolinguistics can give a
better understanding of the place of language in education and society.

why is language important: A Dictionary of Language Acquisition:A Comprehensive
Overview of Key Terms in First and Second Language Acquisition Hossein Tavakoli,
2013-01-01 A Dictionary of Research Methodology and Statistics in Applied Linguistics is a
comprehensive and authoritative reference guide that offers a detailed overview of important terms
and concepts in the fields of research and statistics within the domain of applied linguistics. This
volume focuses specifically on research in applied linguistics, aiming to clarify the meaning and
application of various concepts, approaches, methods, designs, techniques, tools, types, and
processes of research in a clear and efficient manner. It also includes entries that address statistical
aspects, providing assistance to researchers in formulating, analyzing, and executing their research
designs effectively, ensuring a logical progression from start to finish. With approximately 2000



entries covering essential research concepts and issues, this book incorporates cross-references
where necessary to enhance understanding and facilitate navigation. It caters to a wide audience,
including undergraduate and graduate students, teachers, lecturers, practitioners, researchers,
consultants, and individuals seeking information in the field of applied linguistics and related
disciplines.

why is language important: The Importance of Language Max Black, 2019-06-30 In this
collection of essays, Max Black has brought together discussions on the language of politics,
religion, poetry, law, and even magic. The scholars represented include W. B. Gallie, Aldous Huxley,
Gilbert Ryle, Friedrich Waismann, Alan S. C. Ross, Bronislaw Malinowski, Owen Barfield, Samuel
Butler, and C. S. Lewis. The selected essays deal with the danger, the power, and the extraordinary
versatility of language, and show how all of us can get our thoughts entangled in metaphors.

why is language important: Thinking like a Linguist Jordan B. Sandoval, Kristin E. Denham,
2021-07-01 This is an engaging introduction to the study of language for undergraduate or
beginning graduate students, aimed especially at those who would like to continue further linguistic
study. It introduces students to analytical thinking about language, but goes beyond existing texts to
show what it means to think like a scientist about language, through the exploration of data and
interactive problem sets. A key feature of this text is its flexibility. With its focus on foundational
areas of linguistics and scientific analysis, it can be used in a variety of course types, with
instructors using it alongside other information or texts as appropriate for their own courses of
study. The text can also serve as a supplementary text in other related fields (Speech and Hearing
Sciences, Psychology, Education, Computer Science, Anthropology, and others) to help learners in
these areas better understand how linguists think about and work with language data. No
prerequisites are necessary. While each chapter often references content from the others, the three
central chapters on sound, structure, and meaning, may be used in any order.

why is language important: Teaching Secondary Mathematics Gregory Hine, Robyn Reaburn,
Judy Anderson, Linda Galligan, Colin Carmichael, Michael Cavanagh, Bing Ngu, Bruce White,
2016-08-15 A valuable resource for pre-service teachers who wish to integrate contemporary
technology into teaching key mathematical concepts.

why is language important: Children's Language and Communication Difficulties Julie
Dockrell, 1999-06-03 Children's language difficulties affect many areas of functioning and
development. Since most children with these difficulties are expected to function in ordinary schools
and nurseries it is important that parents, teachers and practitioners have a broad understanding of
the issues. Language and communication problems typically fall under the umbrella terms 'language
disability, 'language delay', or 'language difficulties. They can range from an occasional difficulty
with certain sounds to an inability to communicate using spoken language. These problems can
occur in isolation or be associated with a range of special needs such as hearing loss, visual
impairment or learning disabilities. This is the first introductory text to outline the difficulties
experienced by children and link these to issues surrounding multidisciplinary assessment,
intervention and service provision. Children's Language and Communication Difficulties offers
professionals and parents an up-to-date account of: -the developmental language problems that
children experience -the provision available to meet the child's needs the long term impact of
language difficulties The authors examine the problems of identification and diagnosis, and explore
the range of physical and cognitive disabilities associated with language problems. They have also
looked closely at alternative forms of communication and have provided the reader with discussion
and evaluation of recently developed intervention techniques.

why is language important: Bourdieu, Language and Linguistics Michael Grenfell, 2011-01-13
>

why is language important: Second Language Research Methods H. W. Seliger, Elana
Shohamy, 2013-09-27 Based on a set of four research parameters, this book discusses the
development of research questions and hypotheses, naturalistic and experimental research, data
collection, and validation of research instruments. Each chapter includes examples and activities.



why is language important: Language and Literacy for the Early Years Sally Neaum,
2012-08-22 This core text for early childhood studies and early years students focuses on
communication, language and literacy in the pre-school years. The text begins by discussing
language acquisition and development covering development theory, talking with babies and the
factors that affect development. It goes on to give guidance on how to support children's language
acquisition through rhymes, songs, story books and storytelling. Finally, it examines the roots of
literacy and asks 'what comes before phonics?' Interactive activities are included throughout to
engage the reader and research focus features help students make essential links between theory
and practice.

why is language important: The Status of Language Educators Pater Radai, European Centre
for Modern Languages, 2003-01-01

why is language important: Art and Theory of Art Rudolf Steiner, 2021-10-19 An Author's
Summary, 1888 Four Essays Written between 1890 and 1898 Eight Lectures between 1909 and
1921 (CW 271) The challenge of saying something about art was personal for Rudolf Steiner. He
experienced it as deeply connected with his biography. It is not for nothing that, in the last lecture of
this volume, he points to his repeated attempts to develop a new approach and new forms of
expression for speaking about art. We find at least three forms of this attempted approach in this
book. --Zvi Szir (from the introduction) The subject, practice, and vital importance of art was a
thread that ran through Rudolf Steiner's life, from his early work as a scholar of Goethe, through his
time as an editor of a literary and arts journal in Berlin in the 1890s, and to his two and a half
decades as a spiritual researcher and teacher. Understanding and articulating the significance of art
was a perennial challenge for Rudolf Steiner. This volume of Steiner's Collected Works is unique in
that it showcases a survey of both early written works and later lectures to anthroposophic
audiences, and in doing so presents a picture of a lifetime of intensive effort to convey something
essential about the arts. Beginning with his early philosophical work and literary criticism at the end
of the nineteenth century and on into his later lectures, this volume follows Steiner's endeavor to
reveal in words the mystery obscured by the vague concept of what art is. Viewed as a whole, this
volume forms one of the most provocative collections of the twentieth century on the subject of art.
It offers a unique analysis of the origin, foundation, and method of the creative process. This book is
a translation of Kunst und Kunsterkenntnis: Grundlagen einer neuen Asthetik, 3rd edition, published
by Rudolf Steiner Verlag, Dornach, Switzerland, 2010 (GA 271).

why is language important: Language Origin: A Multidisciplinary Approach Jan Wind,
Brunetto Chiarelli, Bernard Bichakjian, Alberto Nocentini, Abraham Jonker, 2013-03-09 Language
Origin: A Multidisciplinary Approach presents a synthesis of viewpoints and data on linguistic,
psychological, anatomical and behavioral studies on living species of Primates and provides a
comparative framework for the evaluation of paleoanthropological studies. This double endeavor
makes it possible to direct new research on the nature and evolution of human language and
cognition. The book is directed to students of linguistics, biology, anthropoloy, anatomy, physiology,
neurology, psychology, archeology, paleontology, and other related fields. A better understanding of
speech pathology may stem from a better understanding of the relationship of human
communication to the evolution of our species. The book is conceived as a timely contribution to
such knowledge since it allows, for the first time, a systematic assessment of the origins of human
language from a comprehensive array of scientific viewpoints.

why is language important: The Dawn of Language Sverker Johansson, 2021-09-02 A model
of popular-science writing STEVEN POOLE Who was the first speaker and what was their first
message? An erudite, tightly woven and beautifully written account of one of humanity's greatest
mysteries - the origins of language. Drawing on evidence from many fields, including archaeology,
anthropology, neurology and linguistics, Sverker Johansson weaves these disparate threads together
to show how our human ancestors evolved into language users. The Dawn of Language provides a
fascinating survey of how grammar came into being and the differences or similarities between
languages spoken around the world, before exploring how language eventually emerged in the very



remote human past. Our intellectual and physiological changes through the process of evolution
both have a bearing on our ability to acquire language. But to what extent is the evolution of
language dependent on genes, or on environment? How has language evolved further, and how is it
changing now, in the process of globalisation? And which aspects of language ensure that robots are
not yet intelligent enough to reconstruct how language has evolved? Johansson's far-reaching,
authoritative and research-based approach to language is brought to life through dozens of
astonishing examples, both human and animal, in a fascinatingly erudite and entertaining volume for
anyone who has ever contemplated not just why we speak the way we do, but why we speak at all.
Translated from the Swedish by Frank Perry

why is language important: Developmental Psychology Connor Whiteley, 2021-04-19 Do you
want to learn about child development? Do you want to learn how a child develops cognition,
language and more? Do you want an easy to understand and engaging guide to developmental
psychology? If the answer is yes, then this is the book for you as in this book you will learn about a
wide range of topics in developmental psychology. By the end of this book, you will know: - What
developmental psychology is? - What Developmental Psychology studies? - What is Attachment, its
Types and How it Develops? - How Language Develops? - How Our Cognition and Brains Develop? -
And More... BUY TODAY TO START LEARNING ABOUT DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY!
Developmental Psychology Second Edition Content: Introduction Chapter 1: Introduction to
Developmental Psychology and Modern Theories Chapter 2: Research Methods in Developmental
Psychology Chapter 3: The Perceived Link Between Autism and the MMR Vaccine Part 1: Brain and
Cognitive Development Chapter 4: Brain Development Chapter 5: Cognitive Development Chapter 6:
Introduction to Theory of Mind Part 2: The Self Concept, Gender Identity, Attachment and Peers and
Play Chapter 7: Development of The Self Concept Chapter 8: Gender Identity Chapter 9:
Introduction to Attachment Chapter 10: Acquiring Attachment and Attachment Types Chapter 11:
Feelings, Relationships and Types of Attachment Chapter 12: Introduction to Peers and Play Chapter
13: Peers and Play Chapter 14: Pretend or Symbolic Play Chapter 15: Pretend Play, Creativity,
Scaffolding, Role-Taking and Imaginary Friends Chapter 16: Technology, Play and Final Notes
Chapter 17: What is Dramatherapy? Part Three: Culture, Poverty and Trauma Chapter 18:
Cross-Cultural Development Chapter 19: Poverty Chapter 20: Trauma and Childhood Resilience Part
4: Language Development Chapter 21: Introduction to Language Development Chapter 22: Theories
of Language Development Chapter 23: Pragmatic Language and What Influences Language
Development? Part 5: Sensory Development Chapter 24: Sensory Development and the Development
of Vision Chapter 25: Cognitive Development of Facial Processing Part 6: Development of Prosocial
Behaviour Chapter 26: Introduction to the Development of Prosocial Behaviour Chapter 27:
Toddlers, Helping Behaviour and Sharing Chapter 28: Take Home Message, Finetuning Factors and
Prosocial Behaviour in Other Species Part 7: Child and The Media Chapter 29: Introduction to the
Media Chapter 30: Can Children learn From Video? Chapter 31: Pre-schoolers and TV Chapter 32:
Overall Do Children Learn from Screen Media? Part 8: Adolescence Chapter 33: Adolescence and
Biological Transition Chapter 34: Cognitive Transition Chapter 35: Social Time and Friendship
Changes in Adolescence Chapter 36: Romantic Relationships, Conflict with Parents and Autonomy
Chapter 37: Personality, Identity and Self Development Part 9: Atypical Development Chapter 38:
Atypical Development Chapter 39: Williams Syndrome Chapter 40: Autism Spectrum Conditions
Chapter 41: Development of Metacognition: A Guide to Metacognition, Metamemory, More and Its
Importance
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