
why is equity in education important

why is equity in education important is a critical question in the pursuit of a fair and
just society. Equity in education ensures that all students, regardless of their background,
socioeconomic status, race, or abilities, have access to the resources and opportunities
necessary to succeed academically and personally. This concept goes beyond equality by
recognizing the diverse needs of learners and addressing systemic barriers that hinder
some groups from achieving their full potential. Understanding why equity in education is
important helps educators, policymakers, and communities implement strategies that
promote inclusivity and equal opportunity. This article explores the significance of
educational equity, the benefits it brings to individuals and society, and the challenges
involved in achieving it. Additionally, it discusses practical approaches and policies that
support equity in educational environments. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of the topic, outlining key reasons why equity in education
matters and how it can be fostered effectively.

The Definition and Importance of Equity in Education

Benefits of Equity in Education for Students and Society

Challenges to Achieving Equity in Education

Strategies and Policies to Promote Equity in Education

The Definition and Importance of Equity in
Education
Equity in education refers to the principle of fairness in learning, ensuring that personal or
social circumstances such as gender, ethnic origin, or family background do not hinder a
student's educational potential. Unlike equality, which implies treating all students the
same, equity acknowledges different starting points and allocates resources and support
tailored to individual needs. This approach is essential for addressing historical and
systemic inequalities that have marginalized certain groups.

Distinguishing Equity from Equality
While equality focuses on providing identical resources or opportunities to all students,
equity focuses on the outcome by recognizing and accommodating differences. For
example, some students may require additional academic support, language assistance, or
adaptive technologies to thrive. Equity aims to level the playing field so that all learners
can achieve comparable educational success.



The Role of Equity in Social Justice
Equity in education is a fundamental component of social justice. It helps dismantle barriers
related to race, socioeconomic status, disability, and other factors that contribute to
unequal educational outcomes. Ensuring equitable education promotes fairness and respect
for human rights, fostering a more inclusive society where everyone has the chance to
contribute meaningfully.

Benefits of Equity in Education for Students and
Society
Implementing equity in education yields significant advantages not only for individual
students but also for broader society. By providing all learners with the necessary tools and
opportunities, educational equity promotes social mobility, economic growth, and social
cohesion.

Enhanced Academic Achievement and Personal
Development
When students receive equitable access to quality education and appropriate support, they
are more likely to succeed academically and develop essential life skills. This fosters self-
confidence, critical thinking, and motivation, which are crucial for lifelong learning and
personal growth.

Reduction of Achievement Gaps
Equity-focused education helps close disparities in academic performance between
different demographic groups. By targeting resources and interventions to disadvantaged
students, schools can mitigate the effects of poverty, discrimination, and other social
determinants on learning outcomes.

Societal and Economic Benefits
Education equity contributes to a more skilled and diverse workforce, which is essential for
economic competitiveness and innovation. Furthermore, societies that prioritize equitable
education tend to experience lower crime rates, improved health outcomes, and greater
civic engagement, enhancing overall social well-being.

Promotes social mobility by breaking cycles of poverty

Encourages diversity and inclusion in professional fields

Supports economic development through a better-educated population



Fosters social cohesion and reduces inequality

Challenges to Achieving Equity in Education
Despite its importance, achieving equity in education is a complex and ongoing challenge.
Various systemic, institutional, and societal factors can impede equitable access and
success for all students.

Socioeconomic Barriers
Students from low-income families often face obstacles such as limited access to
educational resources, unstable home environments, and inadequate nutrition or
healthcare. These factors negatively impact their ability to learn and perform well in school.

Discrimination and Bias
Racial, ethnic, and gender biases can manifest in curricula, teacher expectations,
disciplinary practices, and resource allocation. Such biases perpetuate inequalities and
contribute to the marginalization of certain student groups.

Unequal School Funding and Resource Distribution
Public schools frequently rely on local property taxes for funding, leading to disparities
between wealthy and under-resourced areas. This results in significant differences in the
quality of facilities, instructional materials, and extracurricular opportunities available to
students.

Language and Cultural Barriers
Students who are English language learners or come from diverse cultural backgrounds
may struggle with curricula and instruction that do not reflect or accommodate their needs.
This can hinder their academic performance and sense of belonging.

Strategies and Policies to Promote Equity in
Education
Addressing the challenges to educational equity requires comprehensive strategies and
policies that target systemic issues and promote inclusive practices.



Targeted Resource Allocation
Providing additional funding and support services to schools serving disadvantaged
communities helps close resource gaps. This includes investing in qualified teachers,
modern facilities, and access to technology.

Culturally Responsive Teaching
Implementing curricula and instructional methods that respect and reflect the diverse
cultural backgrounds of students fosters engagement and academic success. Educators
trained in cultural competence can better support all learners.

Inclusive Policies and Practices
Policies that promote non-discriminatory practices, support special education needs, and
encourage family and community involvement contribute to a more equitable educational
environment.

Early Intervention and Support Programs
Programs targeting early childhood education, literacy improvement, and social-emotional
development can help bridge gaps before they widen. Early support increases the likelihood
of positive long-term outcomes for disadvantaged students.

Assess and address funding disparities across school districts.1.

Implement professional development focused on equity and inclusion.2.

Develop partnerships with community organizations to provide additional resources.3.

Monitor and evaluate equity outcomes regularly to inform policy adjustments.4.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is equity in education important for student
success?
Equity in education ensures that all students have access to the resources and
opportunities they need to succeed, regardless of their background or circumstances, which
leads to improved academic outcomes and personal growth.



How does equity in education address achievement
gaps?
Equity in education targets the root causes of disparities by providing additional support to
underserved and marginalized students, helping to close achievement gaps between
different socioeconomic, racial, and ethnic groups.

Why is equity in education crucial for social justice?
Equity in education promotes fairness and inclusivity, helping to dismantle systemic
inequalities and giving every student a fair chance to thrive, which is essential for creating
a just society.

How does equity in education benefit the economy?
By ensuring all individuals have access to quality education, equity helps develop a skilled
and diverse workforce, boosting economic growth and innovation over the long term.

What role does equity in education play in reducing
poverty?
Equitable education provides students from low-income families with the tools and
opportunities to improve their socioeconomic status, thereby helping to break the cycle of
poverty.

Why is equity in education important for fostering
diversity and inclusion?
Equity ensures that educational environments reflect and respect diverse backgrounds and
perspectives, promoting inclusion and preparing students to thrive in a multicultural world.

How does equity in education impact mental health and
well-being?
When students receive equitable support and resources, it reduces stress and feelings of
marginalization, contributing positively to their mental health and overall well-being.

Why is equity in education essential for democratic
participation?
Education equity empowers all citizens with knowledge and critical thinking skills necessary
for informed decision-making, which strengthens democratic processes and civic
engagement.

How can equity in education improve innovation and



creativity?
By providing equal opportunities for all students to develop their talents and ideas, equity
fosters a diverse pool of thinkers and innovators, leading to greater creativity and problem-
solving.

Additional Resources
1. Why Equity Matters: Unlocking Potential in Education
This book explores the fundamental reasons why equity is essential in education,
emphasizing how fair access to resources and opportunities can transform students' lives. It
highlights stories and research that demonstrate the impact of equitable practices on
academic achievement and social development. The author advocates for systemic
changes to create inclusive learning environments for all students.

2. Equity in Education: Addressing Achievement Gaps
Focusing on the persistent achievement gaps among diverse student populations, this book
examines the root causes of educational disparities. It provides strategies for educators and
policymakers to implement equity-driven reforms that promote fairness and inclusivity. The
book also discusses the role of culturally responsive teaching in supporting marginalized
students.

3. From Access to Success: The Importance of Equity in Schools
This text delves into the journey from merely providing access to education to ensuring all
students succeed. It argues that equity involves more than equal resources—it requires
tailored support to meet individual needs. Through case studies and data analysis, the book
illustrates how equity-focused approaches lead to improved outcomes for underrepresented
groups.

4. Closing the Gap: Equity as a Pathway to Educational Excellence
The author presents equity not only as a moral imperative but as a strategy for achieving
educational excellence. This book discusses how addressing inequities enhances overall
school performance and fosters a culture of high expectations for every learner. It offers
practical recommendations for creating equitable policies and practices in education
systems.

5. Equity and Education: Building a Just and Inclusive Future
This book examines the broader social and economic implications of equity in education. It
argues that equitable education systems contribute to social justice and economic mobility.
The author integrates research on policy, pedagogy, and community engagement to show
how education equity benefits society as a whole.

6. Teaching for Equity: Strategies to Support All Learners
Designed for educators, this book provides actionable strategies to promote equity in the
classroom. It covers differentiated instruction, bias reduction, and culturally relevant
pedagogy. The text emphasizes the importance of understanding students' backgrounds
and creating supportive learning environments to close equity gaps.

7. Equity in Education Policy: Challenges and Opportunities
This book offers an in-depth analysis of education policies that influence equity at local,



state, and national levels. It discusses the challenges policymakers face in addressing
inequities and highlights successful initiatives that have made a difference. The author calls
for ongoing commitment and innovation to sustain equity efforts.

8. Equity by Design: Creating Inclusive Educational Systems
Focusing on systemic change, this book explores how educational institutions can be
intentionally designed to promote equity. It examines organizational structures, resource
allocation, and leadership practices that support inclusive education. Through examples
and research, the book illustrates how equity-driven design leads to better outcomes for all
students.

9. Understanding Equity: Foundations for Transformative Education
This foundational text defines key concepts related to equity and explains why it is critical
for transforming education. It explores historical and contemporary perspectives on equity
and its relationship to diversity and inclusion. The book serves as a guide for educators,
administrators, and advocates committed to fostering equitable learning environments.
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  why is equity in education important: In Pursuit of Equity in Education W. Hutmacher,
2001-06-30 This book makes a compelling case for better international equity indicators in
education. A conceptual framework for a system of comparable indicators is proposed and a
spectrum of findings and perspectives presented. Topics include: the sociology of equality and equity
in education; the application of theories of justice to educational equity, the trade-off between
effectiveness and equity, heterogeneous versus homogeneous classrooms, and the influence of
parental education.
  why is equity in education important: Why School Doesn’t Work for Every Child Matt
Bromley, 2025-05-01 Every child, no matter their starting point or background and no matter their
additional and different needs, should have an equitable chance of success at school. This first book
in the Equity in Education series looks at how schools can foster a better sense of belonging and
ensure they are truly inclusive of all learners, thus mitigating the effects of an increasingly unequal,
fractured society. To ensure a child’s birth does not also become their life’s destiny, Matt Bromley
shows how an inclusive school culture can be created through a process that is as simple as ABC:
Attendance: raising the attendance and punctuality of disadvantaged learners Behaviours: helping
students develop appropriate behaviours for learning so that they can conduct themselves positively
and develop the skills needed to access an increasingly challenging curriculum Community: building
a community around learners by putting family first and engaging with parents as partners in the
process of educating their child Offering actionable guidance and strategies that can be used to
support school development plans, the book sets out the practical ways schools can create a
collaborative culture in which all staff understand the importance of inclusion as well as the part
they play in helping to achieve it. As such, it is essential reading for all teachers and school leaders
who want to ensure that every child has an equitable chance of success at school and in later life.
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  why is equity in education important: SAGE Handbook of Education for Citizenship and
Democracy James Arthur, Ian Davies, Carole Hahn, 2008-07-01 This handbook brings together new
work by some of the leading authorities on citizenship education, and is divided into five sections.
The first section deals with key ideas about citizenship education including democracy, rights,
globalization and equity. Section two contains a wide range of national case studies of citizenship
education including African, Asian, Australian, European and North and South American examples.
The third section focuses on perspectives about citizenship education with discussions about key
areas such as sustainable development, anti-racism, gender. Section four provides insights into
different characterisations of citizenship education with illustrations of democratic schools, peace
and conflict education, global education, human rights education etc. The final section provides a
series of chapters on the pedagogy of citizenship education with discussions about curriculum,
teaching, learning and assessment.
  why is equity in education important: The Way to Inclusion Julie Causton, Kate MacLeod,
Kristie Pretti-Frontczak, Jenna Mancini Rufo, Paul Gordon, 2023-04-19 The research is clear:
Including students with disabilities in general education classrooms is the most effective way for all
students to learn. If you are working toward greater inclusivity in your school or system, this book
from educators and inclusion experts Julie Causton, Kate MacLeod, Kristie Pretti-Frontczak, Jenna
Mancini Rufo, and Paul Gordon is an invaluable guide for you and your leadership team. Chock-full
of research, resources, and seasoned advice, The Way to Inclusion walks you step-by-step through
the inclusivity change process, from envisioning your path to reimagining the roles of existing staff
and everything in between. The book outlines seven clearly defined milestones tied to an Action Plan
that will help you stay the course with so vital an initiative. In addition to milestones and leadership
questions, you'll find * Instructions for conducting an equity review of your system with a focus on
special education. * Guidance for creating and analyzing service-delivery maps, including
before-and-after examples from systems that have successfully shifted to greater inclusivity. *
Classroom observation and staff survey tools. * First-person accounts from educators who have
undergone the change process. * Best practices for developing an inclusivity-focused vision
statement. * Downloadable forms and templates to help you move forward with implementation.
There is no excuse for segregating our students with disabilities from the rest of the student body.
This indispensable guide will help you make certain that all students in your system not only learn
but also thrive in the least restrictive environment possible.
  why is equity in education important: Why does art education matter? Zartasha Shah,
2023-08-29 This entire book revolves around my personal learnings, experiences, observations,
inspiration, teachings, and thoughts in education.
  why is equity in education important: Overview: MELQO UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank,
Brookings Institution (USA). Center for Universal Education, 2017-08-14 The Measuring Early
Learning Quality and Outcomes (MELQO) initiative began in 2014 as part of the global emphasis on
early childhood development (ECD). Led by UNESCO, the World Bank, the Center for Universal
Education at the Brookings Institution and UNICEF, the initiative aims to promote feasible, accurate
and useful measurement of childrenâs development and learning at the start of primary school, and
of the quality of their pre-primary learning environments. Items are designed for children between
the ages of 4 and 6 years. Following the premise that many existing tools include similar items, the
leading organizationsâ core team worked with a consortium of experts, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and multilaterals to build upon current measurement tools to create a common
set of items organized into modules for measuring: 1) early childhood development and learning, and
2) the quality of pre-primary learning environments. The MELQO core team and experts also
collaborated to outline a process for context-specific adaptation of the measurement modules
resulting from lessons learned from field-testing in several countries in 2015 and 2016. The modules
are designed to be implemented at scale, with an emphasis on feasibility for low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs). A key question addressed by MELQO was the balance between a global tool
suitable for use everywhere, and local priorities and goals for childrenâs development. [Introduction,



ed]
  why is equity in education important: Science Education Keith S. Taber, Ben Akpan,
2016-12-27 This book comprises a wide range of scholarly essays introducing readers to key topics
and issues in science education. Science education has become a well established field in its own
right, with a vast literature, and many active areas of scholarship. Science Education: An
International Course Companion offers an entry point for students seeking a sound but introductory
understanding of the key perspectives and areas of thinking in science education. Each account is
self-contained and offers a scholarly and research-informed introduction to a particular topic, theme,
or perspective, with both citations to key literature and recommendations for more advanced
reading. Science Education: An International Course Companion allows readers (such as those
preparing for school science teaching, or seeking more advanced specialist qualifications) to obtain
a broad familiarity with key issues across the field as well as guiding wider reading about particular
topics of interest. The book therefore acts as a reader to support learning across courses in science
education internationally. The broad coverage of topics is such that that the book will support
students following a diverse range of courses and qualifications. The comprehensive nature of the
book will allow course leaders and departments to nominate the book as the key reader to support
students – their core ‘course companion’ in science education.
  why is equity in education important: Computer Science Education Sue Sentance, Erik
Barendsen, Nicol R. Howard, Carsten Schulte, 2023-02-23 Drawing together the most up-to-date
research from experts all across the world, the second edition of Computer Science Education offers
the most up-to-date coverage available on this developing subject, ideal for building confidence of
new pre-service and in-service educators teaching a new discipline. It provides an international
overview of key concepts, pedagogical approaches and assessment practices. Highlights of the
second edition include: - New sections on machine learning and data-driven (epistemic)
programming - A new focus on equity and inclusion in computer science education - Chapters
updated throughout, including a revised chapter on relating ethical and societal aspects to
knowledge-rich aspects of computer science education - A new set of chapters on the learning of
programming, including design, pedagogy and misconceptions - A chapter on the way we use
language in the computer science classroom. The book is structured to support the reader with
chapter outlines, synopses and key points. Explanations of key concepts, real-life examples and
reflective points keep the theory grounded in classroom practice. The book is accompanied by a
companion website, including online summaries for each chapter, 3-minute video summaries by each
author and an archived chapter on taxonomies and competencies from the first edition.
  why is equity in education important: PISA Low-Performing Students Why They Fall Behind
and How To Help Them Succeed OECD, 2016-02-10 There is no country or economy participating in
PISA 2012 that can claim that all of its 15-year-old students have achieved a baseline level of
proficiency in mathematics, reading and science. Poor performance at school has long-term
consequences, both for the individual and for society as a ...
  why is equity in education important: Strong Performers and Successful Reformers in
Education World Class How to Build a 21st-Century School System Schleicher Andreas,
2018-05-29 Andreas Schleicher - initiator of PISA and an international authority on education policy
- offers a unique perspective on education reform.
  why is equity in education important: American Public School Finance William A. Owings,
Leslie S. Kaplan, 2019-08-09 Designed for aspiring school leaders, this text presents the realities of
school finance policy and issues, as well as the tools for formulating and managing school budgets.
In an era of dwindling fiscal support for public schools, increasing federal mandates, and additional
local budget requirements, educational leaders must be able to articulate sound finance theory and
application. The authors move beyond coverage found in other texts by providing critical analysis
and unique chapters on misconceptions about school finance; fiscal capacity, fiscal effort, adequacy,
and efficiency; demographic issues; and spending and student achievement. Examining local, state,
and federal education spending, this text gives readers the foundation to understand school finance



and knowledgeably educate colleagues, parents, and other stakeholders about its big-picture issues,
facts, and trends. The new edition of American Public School Finance will help educational leaders
at all stages of their careers become informed advocates for education finance practice and reform.
New in this edition: Expanded coverage on school choice Discussion of new standards and law
Updated exploration of student demographics and its impact on learning Advanced pedagogical
features such as connections to the latest Professional Standards for Educational Leaders (PSEL),
Focus Questions, Case Studies, and Chapter Questions/Assignments Complementary electronic
resources designed to deepen and extend the topics in each chapter and to provide instructors with
lecture slides and other teaching strategies.
  why is equity in education important: Equitable School Improvement Rydell Harrison, Isobel
Stevenson, 2024-04-26 Promoting equity and improvement science has seen increased attention over
the last several years as educators seek to expand the experiences, opportunities, and outcomes for
marginalized students. This book shows school and district leaders how to create the conditions
needed to use improvement science—with its robust collection of tools, resources, and processes—to
achieve equity. Readers will find information about equity, continuous improvement, and the
psychology of change that can be used to productively and respectfully engage all stakeholders.
Chapters include the rationale for employing improvement science to pursue equity; advice for
developing the dispositions of an equity-focused leader who thinks differently about power,
possibility, and measurement; and guidance for facilitating conversations in the service of equitable
improvement. Equitable School Improvement is important reading for teachers, coaches, principals,
central office leaders, and any educator who wants to be part of creating a more socially just
educational system for our children. Book Features: Elaborates on the habits and practices that need
to be developed if educators are to overcome the significant barriers to talk about transformation in
the service of equity. Focuses on the human side of change, including honoring people and their
stories and dismantling power structures that interfere with change. Provides guidance to leaders at
all levels for creating the conditions for equity-focused improvement work. Moves beyond deficit
perspectives and outmoded tropes, such as goals have agency, teachers are resistant, and race
causes low achievement. Makes the tools contained in improvement science more accessible to
today’s equity leaders.
  why is equity in education important: Hearings on Reauthorization of the Vocational
Education Act of 1963 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor.
Subcommittee on Elementary, Secondary, and Vocational Education, 1981
  why is equity in education important: Shifting to Online Learning Through Faculty
Collaborative Support Crawford, Caroline M., 2021-06-18 As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic,
most schools had to suddenly shift from traditional face-to-face courses to blended, synchronous,
and asynchronous instructional environments. The impact upon the immediacy of remote learning
was overwhelming to many faculty, instructional facilitators, teachers, and trainers. Many faculty
and trainers have experience with the analysis, design, development, implementation, and
evaluation of online and blended learning environments, while many faculty and trainers also do not
have this knowledge nor experience. As such, the collegial workspace has developed into a
collaborative work environment wherein the faculty are helping faculty, partially because the
instructional designer staff and learning advisors are overwhelmed with the number of course
projects that must be moved from traditional face-to-face course environments into an online
environment within a short period of time. The faculty are helping each other make this move,
offering course design and development support and also instructional tips and tricks that will
support successful blended and online experiences that enhance learning outcomes. Shifting to
Online Learning Through Faculty Collaborative Support focuses on supporting and enhancing
blended and distance learning course design and development, successful tips for course design and
teaching, techniques for online learning, and embracing collegial mentorship and facilitative support
for course and faculty success. This book highlights the strength of collegial bonds while discussing
tools, methods, procedural efforts, styles of engagement, learning theories, assessment efforts, and



even social learning engagement implementations in online learning. It provides information and
lessons and embraces a long-term approach towards understanding institutional impact and collegial
support. This book is valuable for school administrators, teachers, course designers, instructional
designers, school faculty, business and administrative leadership, practitioners, stakeholders,
researchers, academicians, and students interested in how faculty collaborative support is playing a
critical role in improving and developing successful online learning.
  why is equity in education important: Strategies for School Equity Marilyn Gittell, 1998 In
the pursuit of a first-rate education for all students, America's public schools have struggled to
achieve fuller racial integration and higher academic standards. Yet sharp inequities between
prosperous school districts and poorer districts remain, reinforced by traditional ways of funding
and administering public education. This book brings together cutting-edge ideas and strategies of
prominent advocates of school equity reform. Discussing their first-hand experiences in forming
coalitions, framing court cases, and dealing with state politics in New Jersey, Texas, Illinois,
Michigan, Alabama, Kentucky, and Washington, the contributors consider what succeeded, and what
failed, in the search for financial and legal remedies to educational inequity. The varied case studies
of this book underscore the importance of a comprehensive approach -- combining finance,
restructuring, and governance reforms -- for the success of a city, or state school reform effort. The
authors investigate how state constitutions have been used to challenge a state's financial
distribution of school aid, how business and community organizations have engaged in reform
efforts, and how others have negotiated legislation to achieve change. This discussion of reform
strategies will interest not only those who are concerned with excellence and equity. in education
but also those who wish to form successful coalitions and challenge existing state policies. This
group of authors shares an important common vision of education reform. Their concrete,
down-to-earth orientation and up-to-date information on key reform efforts give this book broad
appeal. -- Jeffrey R. Henig, author of Rethinking School Choice
  why is equity in education important: Reimagining Globalization and Education Fazal Rizvi,
Bob Lingard, Risto Rinne, 2022-05-25 This book brings together leading scholars in Global Studies in
Education to reflect on how various developments of historic significance have unsettled the
neoliberal imaginary of globalization. The developments include greater recognition of inequalities
and the changing nature of work and communication; the emergence of new technologies of
governance; a greater awareness of geopolitical shifts; the revival of nationalism, populism and
anti-globalization sentiments; and the recognition of risks surrounding pandemics and climate
change. Drawing from a range of disciplinary perspectives, the chapters in this collection examine
how these developments demand new ways of thinking about globalization and its implications for
education policy and practice — beyond the neoliberal imaginary.
  why is equity in education important: Cost Estimation of Municipal Services in South East
Europe Network of Associations of Local Authorities of South-East Europe,
  why is equity in education important: The Work of Mathematics Teacher Educators
Kathleen Lynch-Davis, Robin L. Rider, 2015-10-01 (Orginally published in 2005) A major focus of
teacher education is the development of preservice teachers. However, it should not be the only
focus of those who work in teacher education. Educating inservice teachers in equally important,
and the conversation among those involved in mathematics teacher education needs to include
discussion of this group as well. This conversation also highlights a need for professional
development for teacher educators and research on the development of teacher educators. This
monograph discusses issues in educating all of these groups of individuals in an effort to continue
the conversation among those involded in mathematics teacher education.
  why is equity in education important: Charter School City Douglas N. Harris, 2020-07-15 In
the wake of the tragedy and destruction that came with Hurricane Katrina in 2005, public schools in
New Orleans became part of an almost unthinkable experiment—eliminating the traditional public
education system and completely replacing it with charter schools and school choice. Fifteen years
later, the results have been remarkable, and the complex lessons learned should alter the way we



think about American education. New Orleans became the first US city ever to adopt a school system
based on the principles of markets and economics. When the state took over all of the city’s public
schools, it turned them over to non-profit charter school managers accountable under
performance-based contracts. Students were no longer obligated to attend a specific school based
upon their address, allowing families to act like consumers and choose schools in any neighborhood.
The teacher union contract, tenure, and certification rules were eliminated, giving schools autonomy
and control to hire and fire as they pleased. In Charter School City, Douglas N. Harris provides an
inside look at how and why these reform decisions were made and offers many surprising findings
from one of the most extensive and rigorous evaluations of a district school reform ever conducted.
Through close examination of the results, Harris finds that this unprecedented experiment was a
noteworthy success on almost every measurable student outcome. But, as Harris shows, New
Orleans was uniquely situated for these reforms to work well and that this market-based reform still
required some specific and active roles for government. Letting free markets rule on their own
without government involvement will not generate the kinds of changes their advocates suggest.
Combining the evidence from New Orleans with that from other cities, Harris draws out the broader
lessons of this unprecedented reform effort. At a time when charter school debates are more based
on ideology than data, this book is a powerful, evidence-based, and in-depth look at how we can
rethink the roles for governments, markets, and nonprofit organizations in education to ensure that
America’s schools fulfill their potential for all students.
  why is equity in education important: Issues in Education and Technology Cream A. H.
Wright, 2000 This book explores a range of issues in education and technology, and provides policy
guidelines and strategies for those who have to make critical decisions about the use of technology
in education systems and institutions.
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