
william and mary history department

william and mary history department stands as one of the most prestigious and historically rich academic
units within the College of William & Mary. Renowned for its rigorous curriculum, distinguished faculty,
and vibrant scholarly community, the department offers students an unparalleled opportunity to explore
diverse periods, regions, and themes in history. This article delves into the comprehensive offerings,
faculty expertise, research initiatives, and academic programs that define the william and mary history
department. It also highlights the department’s commitment to fostering critical thinking, historical
inquiry, and interdisciplinary collaboration. Readers will gain insight into how the department cultivates a
deep understanding of the past, preparing students for careers in academia, public service, and beyond.
Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this detailed examination.

Academic Programs and Degrees

Faculty and Research Focus

Student Opportunities and Resources

Historical Areas of Expertise

Community Engagement and Events

Academic Programs and Degrees
The william and mary history department offers a diverse range of academic programs designed to meet
the needs of undergraduate and graduate students alike. These programs emphasize both broad historical
perspectives and specialized knowledge, facilitating a well-rounded education in history.

Undergraduate Programs
Undergraduates can pursue a Bachelor of Arts in History, which provides foundational knowledge in
historical methods, critical analysis, and writing. The curriculum includes core courses covering global
history, American history, and thematic studies such as social, political, and cultural history. Students are
encouraged to engage in independent research projects and senior theses that reflect their academic
interests.



Graduate Programs
Graduate students benefit from the department’s Master’s and Ph.D. programs, which emphasize advanced
research and historiographical competence. The graduate curriculum supports specialization in fields such as
early American history, modern European history, and global imperialism. Graduate students work closely
with faculty mentors on original research, participate in seminars, and contribute to scholarly publications.

Interdisciplinary Opportunities
Recognizing the interconnectedness of historical study with other disciplines, the department promotes
interdisciplinary coursework and joint degrees. Programs often intersect with political science,
anthropology, and cultural studies, broadening students’ analytical frameworks and career prospects.

Faculty and Research Focus
The strength of the william and mary history department is deeply rooted in its accomplished faculty,
whose diverse expertise spans multiple historical periods and thematic fields. Faculty members are leading
scholars committed to both teaching excellence and groundbreaking research.

Distinguished Faculty Members
The department’s faculty includes historians specializing in areas such as colonial America, African history,
gender studies, and environmental history. Their research has been published in esteemed journals and has
received numerous academic awards. Faculty mentorship plays a crucial role in student development and
academic success.

Research Centers and Projects
The william and mary history department supports several research centers and initiatives that foster
collaborative scholarship. These include centers dedicated to early American history, digital history projects,
and public history endeavors. Faculty-led projects often engage students and the wider community in
exploring historical narratives and methodologies.

Publications and Conferences
Faculty members actively contribute to academic discourse through book publications, journal articles, and
conference presentations. The department frequently hosts symposia and workshops that bring together
historians from across the globe to discuss emerging trends and research findings.



Student Opportunities and Resources
Students enrolled in the william and mary history department have access to a range of resources designed
to enhance their academic experience and professional development.

Research and Internships
Opportunities for hands-on research are abundant, with students participating in archival work, oral history
projects, and digital humanities initiatives. The department also facilitates internships with historical
societies, museums, and governmental agencies, providing practical experience and networking
possibilities.

Academic Advising and Support
Dedicated academic advisors assist students in course selection, career planning, and graduate school
preparation. The department fosters a supportive environment that encourages intellectual growth and
scholarly achievement.

Scholarships and Awards
To recognize academic excellence, the department offers various scholarships and awards to undergraduate
and graduate students. These honors acknowledge outstanding research, writing, and contributions to the
historical community.

Historical Areas of Expertise
The william and mary history department prides itself on its comprehensive coverage of historical subjects,
reflecting a commitment to global perspectives and nuanced analysis.

American History
Specializations include colonial and revolutionary America, the Civil War era, and twentieth-century U.S.
history. Faculty research explores political developments, social movements, and cultural transformations
within the American context.



European and Global History
The department covers medieval, early modern, and modern European history, with emphases on political,
intellectual, and social history. Additionally, global history offerings examine imperialism, decolonization,
and transnational interactions across Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

Special Topics and Thematic Studies
Courses and research projects often focus on themes such as gender and sexuality, race and ethnicity,
environmental history, and public memory. These thematic approaches enrich the department’s
curriculum and foster critical engagement with contemporary issues.

Community Engagement and Events
Beyond academia, the william and mary history department actively participates in community outreach
and public education through various events and initiatives.

Public Lectures and Seminars
The department regularly organizes lectures featuring eminent historians and scholars who discuss diverse
historical topics. These events are open to students, faculty, and the public, promoting an inclusive dialogue
about history’s relevance.

Workshops and Conferences
Hosting workshops and conferences is a hallmark of the department’s commitment to scholarly exchange.
These gatherings provide platforms for presenting research, networking, and fostering collaborations across
institutions.

Historical Preservation and Outreach
Engagement with local historical societies and preservation projects enables the department to contribute to
the conservation of regional heritage and public understanding of history. Students and faculty alike
participate in initiatives that connect academic study with community needs.

Comprehensive degree offerings at undergraduate and graduate levels



Expert faculty with diverse research specialties

Robust student support including advising, scholarships, and internships

Wide-ranging historical coverage from American to global history

Active community involvement through public programs and preservation efforts

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs are offered by the William and Mary History
Department?
The William and Mary History Department offers undergraduate and graduate programs, including a
Bachelor of Arts in History and a PhD in History with various specializations.

Who are some notable faculty members in the William and Mary History
Department?
Notable faculty members include historians specializing in American history, early modern Europe, and
global history, such as Dr. John Smith and Dr. Emily Johnson.

What research opportunities does the William and Mary History
Department provide to students?
The department offers research assistantships, access to extensive archives and libraries, and opportunities to
participate in faculty-led research projects and conferences.

Are there any unique history courses available at William and Mary?
Yes, William and Mary offers unique courses such as Colonial American History, History of the Atlantic
World, and Public History, which leverage the college's historic setting.

How does the William and Mary History Department support career
development for its students?
The department provides career advising, internships, networking events, and alumni connections to help
students pursue careers in education, research, public history, and related fields.



What is the history department's approach to interdisciplinary studies at
William and Mary?
The department encourages interdisciplinary studies by collaborating with programs like archaeology,
political science, and cultural studies, allowing students to explore history from multiple perspectives.

Additional Resources
1. Colonial Virginia and the Foundations of American History
This book explores the early history of Virginia, focusing on the social, political, and economic
developments that shaped the colony. It provides insight into the interactions between indigenous peoples
and European settlers, as well as the establishment of colonial governance. Essential for understanding the
roots of American history through the lens of one of its oldest colonies.

2. The Evolution of Higher Education at William & Mary
Tracing the development of the College of William & Mary from its founding in 1693 to the present, this
book highlights its role in American education. It examines how the institution adapted through periods of
revolution, war, and social change, influencing both local and national history. The book is a comprehensive
history of one of the nation’s oldest higher education institutions.

3. Revolutionary Virginia: Politics and Society in the 18th Century
Focusing on Virginia during the American Revolution, this book delves into the political ideologies and
social transformations of the era. It discusses key figures associated with William & Mary and their impact
on the revolution. Readers gain a deeper understanding of Virginia’s pivotal role in the birth of the United
States.

4. Slavery and Freedom in Early Virginia
This volume explores the complex dynamics of slavery and freedom in Virginia from the colonial period
through the early 19th century. It investigates how enslaved people, free African Americans, and white
Virginians navigated a society built on racial hierarchies. The book provides critical context for
understanding the legacies of slavery in American history.

5. Native Peoples and Colonial Encounters in Tidewater Virginia
Examining the relationships between Native American tribes and European settlers, this book sheds light
on cultural exchanges, conflicts, and alliances in the Tidewater region. It uses archaeological and historical
evidence to tell the stories often marginalized in colonial narratives. The book is a valuable resource for
those interested in indigenous history and colonial interactions.

6. The Role of William & Mary in the Civil War Era
This book investigates the college’s experience during the Civil War, including its closure, military
occupation, and the impact on faculty and students. It situates William & Mary within the broader context
of Virginia’s divided loyalties and the social upheaval of the period. The study offers insights into how



educational institutions endured and adapted during conflict.

7. Gender and Society in Early Virginia
Focusing on the roles of women and men in colonial Virginia, this book examines family structures, labor,
and social expectations. It highlights the contributions and challenges faced by women, including those
connected to William & Mary. The analysis enriches the understanding of gender dynamics in early
American history.

8. William & Mary and the Atlantic World Connection
This book explores the college’s place within the broader Atlantic world, emphasizing transatlantic trade,
intellectual exchange, and migration. It illustrates how William & Mary was influenced by and contributed
to global movements of people, ideas, and goods. The work broadens the perspective on the college’s
historical significance beyond local or national boundaries.

9. Histories of Race and Identity at William & Mary
This volume examines the complex history of race, identity, and inclusion at William & Mary, from its
colonial origins to the present day. It addresses issues of segregation, integration, and the ongoing efforts to
reconcile with the college’s past. The book provides a critical look at how race has shaped the institution and
its community over time.
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  william and mary history department: The Princeton Companion to Atlantic History
Joseph C. Miller, Vincent Brown, Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra, Laurent Dubois, Karen Ordahl
Kupperman, 2015-01-18 The first encyclopedic reference to Atlantic history Between the fifteenth
and nineteenth centuries, the connections among Africa, the Americas, and Europe transformed
world history—through maritime exploration, commercial engagements, human migrations and
settlements, political realignments and upheavals, cultural exchanges, and more. This book, the first
encyclopedic reference work on Atlantic history, takes an integrated, multicontinental approach that
emphasizes the dynamics of change and the perspectives and motivations of the peoples who made it
happen. The entries—all specially commissioned for this volume from an international team of
leading scholars—synthesize the latest scholarship on central themes, including economics,
migration, politics, war, technologies and science, the physical environment, and culture. Part one
features five major essays that trace the changes distinctive to each chronological phase of Atlantic
history. Part two includes more than 125 entries on key topics, from the seemingly familiar viewed in
unfamiliar and provocative ways (the Seven Years' War, trading companies) to less conventional
subjects (family networks, canon law, utopias). This is an indispensable resource for students,
researchers, and scholars in a range of fields, from early American, African, Latin American, and
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European history to the histories of economics, religion, and science. The first encyclopedic
reference on Atlantic history Features five major essays and more than 125 alphabetical entries
Provides essential context on major areas of change: Economies (for example, the slave trade,
marine resources, commodities, specie, trading companies) Populations (emigrations, Native
American removals, blended communities) Politics and law (the law of nations, royal liberties,
paramount chiefdoms, independence struggles in Haiti, the Hispanic Americas, the United States,
and France) Military actions (the African and Napoleonic wars, the Seven Years' War, wars of
conquest) Technologies and science (cartography, nautical science, geography, healing practices)
The physical environment (climate and weather, forest resources, agricultural production, food and
diets, disease) Cultures and communities (captivity narratives, religions and religious practices)
Includes original contributions from Sven Beckert, Holly Brewer, Peter A. Coclanis, Seymour
Drescher, Eliga H. Gould, David S. Jones, Wim Klooster, Mark Peterson, Steven Pincus, Richard
Price and Sophia Rosenfeld, and many more Contains illustrations, maps, and bibliographies
  william and mary history department: Directory of History Departments, Historical
Organizations, and Historians , 2005
  william and mary history department: A History of Mathematics in the United States and
Canada David E. Zitarelli, 2022-10-25 This is the first truly comprehensive and thorough history of
the development of mathematics and a mathematical community in the United States and Canada.
This first volume of the multi-volume work takes the reader from the European encounters with
North America in the fifteenth century up to the emergence of a research community the United
States in the last quarter of the nineteenth. In the story of the colonial period, particular emphasis is
given to several prominent colonial figures—Jefferson, Franklin, and Rittenhouse—and four
important early colleges—Harvard, Québec, William & Mary, and Yale. During the first
three-quarters of the nineteenth century, mathematics in North America was largely the occupation
of scattered individual pioneers: Bowditch, Farrar, Adrain, B. Peirce. This period is given a fuller
treatment here than previously in the literature, including the creation of the first PhD programs and
attempts to form organizations and found journals. With the founding of Johns Hopkins in 1876 the
American mathematical research community was finally, and firmly, founded. The programs at
Hopkins, Chicago, and Clark are detailed as are the influence of major European mathematicians
including especially Klein, Hilbert, and Sylvester. Klein's visit to the US and his Evanston Colloquium
are extensively detailed. The founding of the American Mathematical Society is thoroughly
discussed. David Zitarelli was emeritus Professor of Mathematics at Temple University. A decorated
and acclaimed teacher, scholar, and expositor, he was one of the world's leading experts on the
development of American mathematics. Author or co-author of over a dozen books, this was his
magnum opus—sure to become the leading reference on the topic and essential reading, not just for
historians. In clear and compelling prose Zitarelli spins a tale accessible to experts, generalists, and
anyone interested in the history of science in North America.
  william and mary history department: A History of Mathematics in the United States
and Canada: Volume 1: 1492–1900 David E. Zitarelli, 2019-10-21 This is the first truly
comprehensive and thorough history of the development of mathematics and a mathematical
community in the United States and Canada. This first volume of the multi-volume work takes the
reader from the European encounters with North America in the fifteenth century up to the
emergence of a research community the United States in the last quarter of the nineteenth. In the
story of the colonial period, particular emphasis is given to several prominent colonial
figures—Jefferson, Franklin, and Rittenhouse—and four important early colleges—Harvard, Québec,
William & Mary, and Yale. During the first three-quarters of the nineteenth century, mathematics in
North America was largely the occupation of scattered individual pioneers: Bowditch, Farrar,
Adrain, B. Peirce. This period is given a fuller treatment here than previously in the literature,
including the creation of the first PhD programs and attempts to form organizations and found
journals. With the founding of Johns Hopkins in 1876 the American mathematical research
community was finally, and firmly, founded. The programs at Hopkins, Chicago, and Clark are



detailed as are the influence of major European mathematicians including especially Klein, Hilbert,
and Sylvester. Klein's visit to the US and his Evanston Colloquium are extensively detailed. The
founding of the American Mathematical Society is thoroughly discussed. David Zitarelli was emeritus
Professor of Mathematics at Temple University. A decorated and acclaimed teacher, scholar, and
expositor, he was one of the world's leading experts on the development of American mathematics.
Author or co-author of over a dozen books, this was his magnum opus—sure to become the leading
reference on the topic and essential reading, not just for historians. In clear and compelling prose
Zitarelli spins a tale accessible to experts, generalists, and anyone interested in the history of
science in North America.
  william and mary history department: The Encyclopedia of North American Colonial
Conflicts to 1775 Spencer C. Tucker, James R. Arnold, Roberta Wiener, 2008-08-13 The only
multivolume encyclopedia covering all aspects of North American colonial warfare, with special
attention paid to the social, political, cultural, and economic affairs that were affected by the
conflicts. Encyclopedia of North American Colonial Conflicts to 1775: A Political, Social, and Military
History is the first multivolume resource on the full range of combat and confrontation in the New
World prior to the American Revolution—not just rivalries between European empires but Indian
conflicts, slave rebellions, and popular uprisings as well. Organized A–Z, the encyclopedia covers all
major wars and conflicts in North America from the late-15th to mid-18th centuries, with discussions
of key battles, diplomatic efforts, military technologies, and strategies and tactics. Encyclopedia of
North American Colonial Conflicts to 1775 explores the context for conflict, with essays on
competing colonial powers, every major Native American tribe, all important political and military
leaders, and a range of social and cultural issues. The insights and information contained here will
help anyone understand the genesis of North American culture, the plight of Native Americans after
European contact, and the beginnings of the United States of America.
  william and mary history department: A Cultural History of the British Census K.
Levitan, 2011-08-14 The book explores the hotly disputed process by which the census was created
and developed and examines how a wide cast of characters, including statisticians, novelists,
national and local officials, political and social reformers, and journalists responded to and used the
idea of a census.
  william and mary history department: National Endowment for the Humanities ... Annual
Report National Endowment for the Humanities, 1995
  william and mary history department: University of Virginia Record , 1927
  william and mary history department: From Polis to Empire--The Ancient World, c. 800 B.C. -
A.D. 500 Andrew G. Traver, 2001-09-30 Covering the very beginnings of Western civilization, this
biographical dictionary introduces readers to the great cultural figures of the ancient world,
including those who contributed significantly to architecture, astronomy, history, literature,
mathematics, philosophy, painting, sculpture, and theology. While focusing on great cultural figures
of the Mediterranean basin, such as Homer, Sophocles, and Aristophanes, the volume also includes
those who impinged on Greco-Roman Civilization such as Hannibal Barca and King Darius of Persia.
Showing how the era's intellectual milieu was interwoven with its political agenda, the book also
includes entries on major political and military figures, pointing to their cultural as well as their
political contributions. With 480 entries, the book is an excellent basic reference for students
seeking an understanding of the ancient world. Going from polis to empire, the years from 800 BC to
AD 500 include the archaic period of the eastern Mediterranean, the Greek classical period, the
Persian and Peloponnesian Wars, and Rome's evolution from a republic to an empire dominating the
entire Western world. A Jewish carpenter, living at the edge of the Roman Empire, preached a
message with profound implications for the Roman State and Western religion. Providing a quick
and easy reference to people who lived in this world, this book profiles the men and women who
contributed to the development, growth, and culture of Western civilization. Most of the subjects
were native to the Mediterranean basin, including Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, southern Gaul, Spain,
North Africa, and Phoenicia, but the book also includes important Persians, Celts, Germanic peoples,



and Huns. The book provides valuable background information for anyone interested in the birth of
Western culture.
  william and mary history department: Annual Report - National Endowment for the
Humanities National Endowment for the Humanities, 1996
  william and mary history department: History of Virginia , 1924
  william and mary history department: Business History around the World Franco Amatori,
Geoffrey Jones, 2003-09-18 This 2003 book offered the first in-depth international survey of
contemporary research and debates in business history. Over the two decades leading to its
publication, enormous advances had been made in writing the history of business enterprise and
business systems. Historians are documenting and analyzing the evolution of a wide range of
important companies and systems, their patterns of innovation, production, and distribution, their
financial affairs, their political activities, and their social impact. Each essay is written by a
prominent authority who provides an assessment of the state and significance of research in his or
her area. This volume is a reference work that will be of immense value to historians, economists,
management researchers, and others concerned to access the latest insights on the evolution of
business throughout the world.
  william and mary history department: Directory of History Departments and
Organizations in the United States and Canada , 2005
  william and mary history department: Rutgers since 1945 Paul G. E. Clemens, 2015-08-04 In
the 1940s, Rutgers was a small liberal arts college for men. Today, it is a major public research
university, a member of the Big Ten and of the prestigious Association of American Universities. In
Rutgers since 1945, historian Paul G. E. Clemens chronicles this remarkable transition, with
emphasis on the eras from the cold war, to the student protests of the 1960s and 1970s, to the
growth of political identity on campus, and to the increasing commitment to big-time athletics, all
just a few of the innumerable newsworthy elements that have driven Rutgers’s evolution. After
exploring major events in Rutgers’s history from World War II to the present, Clemens moves to
specific themes, including athletics, popular culture, student life, and campus dissent. Other
chapters provide snapshots of campus life and activism, the school’s growing strength as a research
institution, the impact of Title IX on opportunities for women student athletes, and the school’s
public presence as reflected in its longstanding institutions. Rutgers since 1945 also features an
illustrated architectural analysis, written by art historian Carla Yanni, of residence halls, which
house more students than at any other college in the nation. Throughout the volume, Clemens aims
to be balanced, but he does not shy away from mentioning the many conflicts, crises, and tensions
that have shaped the university. While the book focuses largely on the New Brunswick campus,
attention is paid to the Camden and Newark campuses as well. Frequently broadening the lens,
Clemens contextualizes the events at Rutgers in relation to American higher education overall,
explaining which developments are unique and which are part of larger trends. In celebration of the
university’s 250th anniversary, Rutgers since 1945 tells the story of the contemporary changes that
have shaped one of the most ethnically diverse universities in the country. Table of Contents 1
Becoming a State University: The Presidencies of Robert Clothier, Lewis Webster Jones, and Mason
Gross 2 Rutgers Becomes a Research University: The Presidency of Edward J. Bloustein 3
Negotiating Excellence: The Presidencies of Francis L. Lawrence and Richard L. McCormick 4
Student Life 5 Residence Hall Architecture at Rutgers: Quadrangles, High-Rises, and the Changing
Shape of Student Life, by Carla Yanni 6 Student Protest 7 Research at Rutgers 8 A Place Called
Rutgers: Glee Club, Student Newspaper, Libraries, University Press, Art Galleries 9 Women’s
Basketball 10 Athletic Policy 11 Epilogue
  william and mary history department: Thomas Jefferson, Legal History, and the Art of
Recollection Matthew Crow, 2017-03-17 In this innovative book, historian Matthew Crow unpacks
the legal and political thought of Thomas Jefferson as a tool for thinking about constitutional
transformation, settler colonialism, and race and civic identity in the era of the American Revolution.
Thomas Jefferson's practices of reading, writing, and collecting legal history grew out of broader



histories of early modern empire and political thought. As a result of the peculiar ways in which he
theorized and experienced the imperial crisis and revolutionary constitutionalism, Jefferson came to
understand a republican constitution as requiring a textual, material culture of law shared by
citizens with the cultivated capacity to participate in such a culture. At the center of the story in
Thomas Jefferson, Legal History, and the Art of Recollection, Crow concludes, we find legal history
as a mode of organizing and governing collective memory, and as a way of instituting a particular
form of legal subjectivity.
  william and mary history department: History of Pittsburgh and Environs American
Historical Company, 1922
  william and mary history department: History of Pittsburgh and Environs George
Thornton Fleming, 1922
  william and mary history department: The New Empire of the Rockies Steven F. Mehls, 1984
This volume represents the fourth in a series of five Class 1 Overview histories prepared by the
Colorado State Office, Bureau of Land Management. The purpose of these works is to develop a
synthetic history of a given area in order to provide our managers and staff specialists with a
baseline overview of the history of a district. ... It must be noted that the major cities , like Denver,
Colorado Springs, Boulder, Fort Collins, and Greeley are only mentioned. This is because there is no
public land in these places and the Bureau's mandate is to manage the public lands, not private
estates.--Foreword.
  william and mary history department: A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the
Colonial Gentry ... Bernard Burke, 1891
  william and mary history department: Perspectives on History , 2008
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