william leavitt modern method guitar

william leavitt modern method guitar is a cornerstone resource for guitar
players aiming to master the instrument with a comprehensive and methodical
approach. This method, developed by William Leavitt, has become widely
recognized as one of the most effective pedagogical tools for learning
guitar, especially within the jazz and contemporary music community. The
modern method guitar book combines technical exercises, music theory, reading
skills, and practical application to develop a well-rounded guitarist. Its
structured lessons guide students from foundational techniques to advanced
proficiency, making it a favorite among guitar educators and students alike.
This article explores the key aspects of the William Leavitt Modern Method
Guitar, its historical background, content structure, teaching philosophy,
and its impact on guitar education. The following sections will provide an
in-depth overview of its components and why it remains relevant in modern
guitar instruction.
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Overview of William Leavitt and His
Contributions

William Leavitt was a highly influential guitarist and educator whose work
significantly shaped the approach to modern guitar instruction. As a faculty
member of the prestigious Berklee College of Music, Leavitt dedicated his
career to crafting educational materials that bridged the gap between
traditional guitar techniques and contemporary musical demands. His Modern
Method for Guitar series became a fundamental text for students pursuing jazz
guitar and other modern genres. Leavitt's emphasis on comprehensive
musicianship, including reading music, improvisation, and chord melody, has
made his method a lasting resource in music education.



Background and Musical Influence

Leavitt’s experience as a professional guitarist and educator gave him a
unique perspective on the skills necessary for success in the evolving music
industry. His teaching methods incorporated elements from classical, jazz,
blues, and popular music, reflecting a well-rounded musical philosophy. The
Modern Method for Guitar was designed to be accessible yet challenging,
encouraging students to develop technical proficiency alongside creative
expression. His influence extends through generations of guitarists trained
at Berklee and beyond.

Legacy in Guitar Education

The enduring popularity of the William Leavitt Modern Method Guitar books
reflects their effectiveness and versatility. Many professional guitarists
and teachers continue to rely on these materials for curriculum development
and skill advancement. Leavitt’s approach emphasizes not only the physical
mechanics of playing but also a deep understanding of music theory and
structure, promoting a holistic learning experience.

Structure and Content of the Modern Method
Guitar

The William Leavitt Modern Method Guitar series is organized into multiple
volumes that systematically guide learners through progressively more complex
material. Each volume builds upon previous lessons, ensuring a steady
development of skills. The method covers sight reading, scales, chords,
arpeggios, and improvisation techniques, all integrated with musical examples
and exercises.

Volume Breakdown

The series typically consists of several volumes, each tailored to different
skill levels:

e Volume 1: Focuses on fundamental techniques, basic reading skills, and
simple melodies.

e Volume 2: Introduces more complex rhythms, chord voicings, and scale
patterns.

e Volume 3 and beyond: Emphasizes advanced improvisation, chord melody,
and jazz harmony concepts.



Lesson Format and Pedagogy

Each lesson in the method is designed to be clear and incremental, with
exercises that reinforce theoretical knowledge and technical skills. The
exercises often include notation and tablature, facilitating learning for
players with different reading abilities. The method also incorporates ear
training and transcription exercises, which are essential for developing
aural skills and musical intuition.

Key Techniques and Concepts Covered

The William Leavitt Modern Method Guitar encompasses a wide range of
techniques and theoretical concepts essential for modern guitar playing. It
places strong emphasis on the integration of technique and musical
understanding.

Reading and Notation Skills

One of the foundational elements of the method is the development of sight-
reading skills. Students learn to read standard notation fluently, which
enables them to tackle diverse musical styles and complex arrangements. The
method also covers rhythmic notation, essential for accurate timing and
phrasing.

Scales, Arpeggios, and Chord Voicings

The method thoroughly explores the construction and application of scales and
arpeggios, including major, minor, pentatonic, and modal scales. It also
provides extensive training on chord voicings, inversions, and chord
extensions that are critical in jazz and contemporary music. These concepts
allow guitarists to voice chords creatively and navigate harmonic
progressions with confidence.

Improvisation Techniques

Improvisation is a key component of the William Leavitt modern method guitar.
The method introduces students to modal playing, chord-scale relationships,
and phrasing strategies that support spontaneous musical creation. Exercises
encourage the development of melodic ideas over chord changes, fostering
musicality and creativity.

Benefits of Using the William Leavitt Modern



Method Guitar

Utilizing the William Leavitt Modern Method Guitar offers numerous advantages
for guitar learners seeking comprehensive skill development and musical
versatility.

Comprehensive Skill Development

The method ensures balanced growth across technical proficiency, music
reading, theory, and improvisation. This holistic approach prepares
guitarists for diverse musical environments and professional performance
settings.

Structured Learning Path

The incremental structure of the lessons supports steady advancement,
minimizing frustration and promoting consistent improvement. Students can
measure their progress through clearly defined milestones and exercises.

Adaptability to Various Skill Levels

The method is suitable for beginners through advanced players. Its layered
approach allows students to revisit and reinforce foundational concepts while
progressing to sophisticated techniques.

Encouragement of Musical Independence

By emphasizing reading and theory alongside playing, the method encourages
students to become independent musicians capable of learning and interpreting
new music without reliance on tablature or recordings alone.

How the Method Supports Different Musical
Styles

While the William Leavitt Modern Method Guitar is often associated with jazz
education, its principles and exercises apply broadly across multiple genres.

Jazz and Contemporary Music

The method’s focus on complex harmony, chord melody, and improvisation aligns
closely with jazz guitar requirements. It equips players with the tools to
navigate jazz standards and contemporary compositions effectively.



Blues, Rock, and Popular Styles

Foundational elements such as scales, rhythm reading, and chord voicings
support playing in blues, rock, and popular music genres. The method’s
versatility allows guitarists to adapt learned techniques to various
stylistic contexts.

Classical and Fingerstyle Playing

Although not exclusively designed for classical guitar, the method’s emphasis
on reading standard notation and finger independence benefits fingerstyle and
classical players seeking to broaden their technical and theoretical skills.

Incorporating the Method into Guitar Practice

Effective use of the William Leavitt Modern Method Guitar requires a
disciplined and structured practice routine. Implementing the method
alongside other musical activities maximizes learning outcomes.

Daily Practice Strategies

1. Begin with technical exercises from the method to warm up fingers and
build dexterity.

2. Practice sight-reading passages to improve notation fluency.
3. Work on scales and arpeggios, applying them to improvisation exercises.

4. Integrate chord voicing studies with playing along to backing tracks or
metronome.

5. Review and analyze musical examples to deepen theoretical understanding.

Combining with Other Learning Tools

The William Leavitt Modern Method Guitar can be complemented by ear training
apps, transcription projects, and ensemble playing to enhance overall
musicianship. Teachers often integrate the method into broader curricula to
address specific student needs and goals.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is William Leavitt in the context of modern
method guitar?

William Leavitt was a renowned guitarist and educator known for his
contributions to guitar pedagogy, particularly through his Modern Method for
Guitar series which is widely used by students and teachers.

What is the 'Modern Method for Guitar' by William
Leavitt?

The Modern Method for Guitar is a comprehensive instructional book series
created by William Leavitt that covers fundamental to advanced guitar
techniques, music theory, and reading skills, designed to develop well-
rounded guitarists.

Why is William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar
considered important?

It is considered important because it provides a structured, step-by-step
approach to learning guitar, combining technical exercises, musical examples,
and theoretical knowledge, making it a staple in many guitar education
programs.

Does the Modern Method for Guitar by William Leavitt
include multiple skill levels?

Yes, the Modern Method for Guitar is typically divided into volumes that
cater to beginner, intermediate, and advanced players, allowing learners to
progress systematically through the material.

Can the Modern Method for Guitar by William Leavitt
be used for self-study?

Absolutely, many guitarists use William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar
for self-study because of its clear explanations, exercises, and musical
examples, though it is also widely used in formal music education settings.

Where can I find or purchase William Leavitt's
Modern Method for Guitar?

William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar is available at major music
stores, online retailers like Amazon, and sometimes through university music
departments or libraries that offer guitar instruction materials.



Additional Resources

1. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar - Vol. 1

This foundational book introduces the essential techniques and concepts of
classical and modern guitar playing. It covers fundamental skills such as
reading standard notation, basic music theory, and right- and left-hand
techniques. Ideal for beginners, it sets the groundwork for more advanced
study in subsequent volumes.

2. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar - Vol. 2

Building on the first volume, this book delves deeper into more complex
rhythms, chord voicings, and scales. It introduces intermediate exercises
that develop finger dexterity and musical expression. Students will also
explore various musical styles, enhancing their versatility on the guitar.

3. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar - Vol. 3

The third volume focuses on advanced guitar techniques including
improvisation, advanced reading skills, and complex chord-melody
arrangements. It encourages creativity and personal expression while
reinforcing solid technical foundations. This volume is suited for students
with a solid grasp of the basics.

4. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar: Supplementary Studies

This companion book offers additional exercises and studies that complement
the main volumes. It emphasizes technical drills, sight-reading, and ear
training to round out a guitarist’s education. The supplementary studies help
students address specific technical challenges and improve overall
musicianship.

5. The Complete William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar - Comprehensive
Edition

A consolidated edition that combines all three volumes of William Leavitt’s
Modern Method for Guitar into one comprehensive resource. This edition is
perfect for students who want a complete curriculum in a single book,
facilitating continuous learning and practice. It includes updated examples
and annotations for clarity.

6. William Leavitt’s Modern Method for Guitar: Jazz Applications

This book adapts the principles of Leavitt’s method to jazz guitar playing,
focusing on improvisation, chord substitutions, and swing rhythms. It is
designed for guitarists interested in jazz who want to apply modern method
techniques in this genre. The book includes exercises and solos that
highlight jazz harmony and phrasing.

7. William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar: Sight-Reading and Ear Training

A specialized resource focusing on developing sight-reading abilities and ear
training skills for guitarists. Drawing from Leavitt’s pedagogical approach,
this book offers exercises that improve musical literacy and aural
perception. It’s an essential supplement for students aiming to become well-
rounded musicians.



8. Modern Guitar Techniques Inspired by William Leavitt

This instructional guide expands on the concepts introduced by Leavitt,
incorporating modern guitar techniques such as tapping, extended chords, and
contemporary styles. It bridges classical guitar methods with modern playing
approaches, ideal for guitarists seeking to diversify their skill set. The
book includes practical exercises and stylistic insights.

9. William Leavitt’s Modern Method for Guitar: Performance and Interpretation
Focusing on the expressive aspects of guitar playing, this book teaches
students how to interpret music with feeling and dynamic nuance. It combines
technical mastery with musicality, encouraging performers to bring
compositions to life. Suitable for intermediate to advanced players, it
includes performance tips and interpretive exercises.
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william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method Guitar William Leavitt, 2020
(Berklee Methods). The William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar, used as the basic text for the
Berklee College of Music guitar program, has stood the test of time and earned a vast and loyal
following of dedicated guitar students and instructors. By popular demand, Berklee Press has
created a compilation of the original volumes 1, 2, and 3, including all audio and video tracks. Now,
serious guitar students and instructors, from beginning through advanced, have the convenience of
progressing through all three volumes of this classic guitar method in one comprehensive book.
Innovative solos, duets, and exercises progressively teach melody, harmony, and rhythm. This
edition contains audio and video produced by William Leavitt's students Charles Chapman and Larry
Baione (who was his successor as chair of the Berklee Guitar Department), demonstrating the
examples and providing play-along tracks for the ensemble exercises.

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar - Jazz Songbook,
Vol. 1, 2009 (Guitar Method). Play great jazz while you learn from this revered guitar method!
These solos and duets map directly to the lessons in William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar,
Volume 1, the basic guitar text at Berklee College of Music. Since the 1960s, the Modern Method
for Guitar series has been one of world's most popular guitar methods, translated into Spanish,
French, and Japanese, and selling over half a million copies. Carefully overseen by Larry Baione,
chair of Berklee's Guitar Department (and a former student of William Leavitt), these arrangements
are crafted to Leavitt's time-proven approach, giving you the chance to apply what you learn to
music by Miles Davis, Duke Ellington, Sonny Rollins, Django Reinhardt, and other jazz greats. The
accompanying audio demonstrates all the tunes and offers play-along tracks for practicing the duets.
Songs include: Afternoon in Paris * Basin Street Blues * A Child Is Born * Daphne * Here's That
Rainy Day * In a Sentimental Mood * My Little Suede Shoes * St. Thomas * Samba De Orfeu * So
What * Swing 42 * Valse Hot * The Very Thought of You * When I Fall in Love * Willow Weep for Me.
The audio examples are accessed online using the unique code inside each book and can be
downloaded or streamed according to personal preference. The files also include PLAYBACK+, a
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multi-functional audio player that allows you to slow down audio without changing pitch, set loop
points, change keys, and pan left or right.

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar - Volume 1 (Music
Instruction) William Leavitt, 1995-08-01 (Guitar Method). This practical, comprehensive method is
used as the basic text for the guitar program at the Berklee College of Music. Volume One builds a
solid foundation for beginning guitarists and features a comprehensive range of guitar and music
fundamentals, including: scales, melodic studies, chord and arpeggio studies, how to read music,
special exercises for developing technique in both hands, voice leading using moveable chord forms,
and more.

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar William G. Leavitt,
1966

william leavitt modern method guitar: A modern method for guitar William Leavitt, 1987-08
This money-saving value pack includes Volume 1 of this practical, comprehensive method book (the
basic text for the guitar program at the world-famous Berklee College of Music) PLUS a matching
DVD-ROM featuring 14 complete lessons with Larry Baione, chair of Berklee's guitar department.
Owning this pack is like having access to a year's worth of private guitar lessons at Berklee.

william leavitt modern method guitar: Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar Bk 2 French
Edition William Leavitt, 2001-12 (Berklee Methods). French edition of the best-selling guitar
method.

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar William G. Leavitt,
1968

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar, Leavitt, Vol. 3
(tutor). William g Leavitt, 1971

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar Scales Larry Baione,
2018-04-01 (Berklee Guide). Improve your command of the guitar by mastering the essential scales
and their fingerings. This reference will help you play scales up, down and across the fingerboard, in
all keys. You will learn multiple scale fingering options to suit different musical contexts. Practice
exercises will help you build your muscle memory as you play different fingering patterns across the
strings, and then expand them to three octaves. Graphical illustrations, exercises, and etudes will
help reinforce all the most useful scale types. Traditional notation and tablature are included.

william leavitt modern method guitar: How to Get a Job in the Music and Recording
Industry Kristen Schilo, Susan Gedutis Lindsay, 2001 Get more than your foot in the door! This is
the bible for anyone who has ever dreamed of landing a job in the music business, from recording
the next Top 10 hit to running a record company. Featuring advice and secrets to educate and
empower the serious entertainment industry job seeker, this handy guide provides: details on
booming job prospects in new media, a resource directory of key publications and top industry trade
organizations, interviews with top pros revealing how they got their start, workshops to help you
assess and develop a personalized career path, networking and resume tips, and much more.

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar - Volume 1 Book/Online
Media William Leavitt, 2014-11 Includes access to online instructional video.

william leavitt modern method guitar: Modern method for guitar (A) William Leavitt, 2009

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar, Leavitt, Vol. 1 (tutor).
William g Leavitt, 1966

william leavitt modern method guitar: Inside the Hits David Nathan, Susan Gedutis
Lindsay, 2001 (Berklee Press). How does a song become more than words and music to represent or
influence the voice of a generation? Inside the Hits dissects more than 60 of the most powerful and
memorable hit songs since the birth of rock and roll to reveal the roots of their success. Author
Wayne Wadhams examines the key ingredients that made the songs work then and now, including:
melody, lyrics, performance, production, artist image, promotion, and market timing. What really
stopped Mick Jagger from getting Satisfaction? How did a secretary who was mistaken for a
prostitute give Donna Summer her new sound? Find all the answers in Inside the Hits . Reading




Inside the Hits was like reliving some of the most memorable moments in rock and roll. A
captivating read for industry professionals and fans alike. Phil Ramone

william leavitt modern method guitar: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1972

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar William Leavitt, 2019-07
(Berklee Methods). Leavitt's practical, comprehensive method is used as the basic text for Berklee's
guitar program. After mastering the fundamentals from Volumes 1 and 2, guitarists will be ready to
take their skills to a more challenging level. This book teaches: techniques relating to scales,
arpeggios, rhythm guitar, chord/scale relationships, chord construction and voicings, tips for
advanced playing, and more. This edition with online audio includes demonstration tracks online for
download or streaming performed and produced by Larry Baione.

william leavitt modern method guitar: A Modern Method for Guitar, Leavitt, Vol. 2
(tutor). William g Leavitt, 1968

william leavitt modern method guitar: Getting Into Blues Guitar Steve Grieve, 2011-08-19
Intended for beginning to intermediate level players, this blues guitar tutorial offers progressive
lessons addressing chords, comping, scales, phrasing, and solo improvising. the book's numerous
musical examples and tunes are written in both standard notation and guitar tablature as well as in
chord grids when justified. All examples appear on the book's companion CD, recorded on electric
guitar only. Helpful practice tips and suggestions for further reading and listening are provided.The
author methodically introduces the student to authentic blues styles and techniques, referring to
specific artists, recordings and periods in the development and evolution of modern blues guitar
playing. the relationship between chords and soloing is examined, as is the role of the guitar in blues
ensembles and recordings. Equal emphasis is placed on chord comping, improvising and related
theory. Upon completion of the book the student should be competent in performing a wide range of
blues forms and idioms, comping and improvising with authority, and playing the blues in a band or
larger ensemble.

william leavitt modern method guitar: Jazz Pedagogy ]J. Richard Dunscomb, Willie Hill, 2002
DVD provides over three hours of audio and video demonstrations of rehearsal techniques and
teaching methods for jazz improvisation, improving the rhythm section, and Latin jazz styles.

william leavitt modern method guitar: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series Library
of Congress. Copyright Office, 1970
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