william and mary political science

william and mary political science is a distinguished program that offers
students a rigorous and comprehensive education in political theory,
international relations, public policy, and comparative politics. Known for
its interdisciplinary approach and commitment to fostering critical thinking,
the William and Mary Political Science department prepares students to
understand the complexities of government systems and political behavior.
This article explores the various facets of the William and Mary Political
Science program, including its academic offerings, faculty expertise,
research opportunities, and career pathways. By examining the curriculum
structure and unique resources available, prospective students and scholars
can gain insight into what sets this program apart. The discussion also
highlights how William and Mary's political science department integrates
practical experiences with scholarly knowledge to cultivate future leaders.
Below is the detailed table of contents outlining the key areas covered in
this article.

e Overview of William and Mary Political Science Program
e Academic Curriculum and Specializations

e Faculty Expertise and Research Initiatives

e Student Opportunities and Extracurricular Activities

e Career Prospects and Alumni Success

Overview of William and Mary Political Science
Program

The William and Mary Political Science program is recognized for its
commitment to academic excellence and intellectual rigor. As one of the
oldest universities in the United States, William and Mary offers a rich
tradition of political inquiry combined with modern approaches to the study
of politics. The program covers a broad spectrum of political science
subfields including American politics, comparative politics, international
relations, political theory, and public law. It is designed to equip students
with analytical skills, theoretical knowledge, and empirical methods
necessary for understanding political phenomena at multiple levels.



Program Mission and Goals

The core mission of the William and Mary political science department is to
foster an environment where students develop a deep understanding of
political structures, processes, and ideas. The program emphasizes critical
analysis, ethical considerations, and the application of political science to
real-world challenges. Its goals include preparing students for advanced
studies, public service careers, and roles in policy-making, advocacy, and
research.

Department Facilities and Resources

Students benefit from access to a variety of academic resources including a
comprehensive political science library collection, research centers, and
specialized databases. The department frequently hosts lectures, seminars,
and conferences featuring prominent scholars and political practitioners,
enhancing the educational experience.

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

The William and Mary political science curriculum is structured to provide
both foundational knowledge and opportunities for specialization. The program
offers a range of courses that cover theoretical frameworks, quantitative
methods, and case studies in politics. Students can tailor their studies to
align with their interests and career goals through various specializations
and elective courses.

Core Courses and Requirements

All political science majors at William and Mary complete a set of core
courses designed to establish a strong grounding in political science
principles. These typically include:

e Introduction to Political Science

e American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods and Statistics

These courses emphasize critical thinking, writing, and empirical analysis



skills that are essential for political science scholarship.

Specialization Tracks

William and Mary political science students can choose from various
specialization tracks or concentrations that allow deeper exploration in
areas such as:

e International Politics and Security

Public Policy and Administration

Political Theory and Philosophy

Comparative Politics and Global Development

Law and Politics

Each track offers advanced coursework and research opportunities tailored to
the specific subfield.

Faculty Expertise and Research Initiatives

The strength of the William and Mary political science program is

significantly enhanced by its distinguished faculty members. Professors bring
diverse expertise covering a wide array of political science disciplines and
actively engage in scholarly research, often publishing in top-tier journals.

Faculty Research Areas

Faculty members specialize in numerous research areas including but not
limited to:

e Electoral behavior and political participation

International conflict and cooperation

Constitutional law and judicial politics

Political economy and development

Political philosophy and ethics

Many faculty also collaborate on interdisciplinary projects that intersect
with history, economics, law, and sociology.



Research Centers and Opportunities

William and Mary political science students have the opportunity to engage in
research through centers such as the Global Research Institute and the Center
for the Study of Democracy. These centers provide funding, mentorship, and
platforms for students to present their findings. Undergraduate research is
particularly encouraged, with options to participate in honors theses and
faculty-led projects.

Student Opportunities and Extracurricular
Activities

Beyond classroom instruction, the William and Mary political science program
offers numerous extracurricular activities designed to complement academic
learning. These opportunities help students develop practical skills, network
with professionals, and engage in civic leadership.

Student Organizations and Clubs

Political science students can join several organizations including:

Model United Nations Club

Political Science Student Association

Debate Team

Pre-Law Society

Public Policy Interest Groups

These groups organize events, debates, and social activities that enhance
students’ understanding of political issues and foster community involvement.

Internships and Practical Experience

The program encourages internships with government agencies, non-profits,
political campaigns, and international organizations. These experiences
provide hands-on exposure to political processes and policymaking, often
serving as a springboard for future employment or graduate studies.



Career Prospects and Alumni Success

Graduates of the William and Mary political science program are well-prepared
for a diverse range of careers in public service, law, academia,
international affairs, and private sector roles. The program’s comprehensive
education equips students with analytical, communication, and leadership
skills highly valued by employers.

Common Career Paths

William and Mary political science alumni pursue careers such as:

Policy Analysts and Advisors

Legislative Assistants and Political Consultants

Lawyers and Legal Analysts

Diplomats and International Relations Specialists

Journalists and Political Commentators

Nonprofit and Advocacy Organization Leaders

Alumni Network and Support

The university maintains an active alumni network that offers mentoring,
networking events, and job placement assistance for political science
graduates. This support system helps students transition successfully from
academic life to professional careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What political science programs are offered at
William & Mary?

William & Mary offers undergraduate and graduate programs in political
science, including a Bachelor of Arts in Government, with concentrations in
American politics, comparative politics, international relations, and
political theory.



How is the William & Mary political science
department ranked nationally?

William & Mary'’'s political science department is consistently ranked among
the top public universities in the United States for political science, known
for its strong faculty and rigorous curriculum.

What research opportunities are available for
political science students at William & Mary?

Political science students at William & Mary have access to research
assistantships, faculty-led projects, and the option to complete an honors
thesis, allowing them to engage in original research within various
subfields.

Does William & Mary offer internships related to
political science?

Yes, William & Mary provides numerous internship opportunities for political
science students in government agencies, non-profits, and political
organizations, often facilitated through the Center for Student Diversity and
the Career Center.

Who are some notable political science faculty
members at William & Mary?

William & Mary'’s political science faculty includes renowned scholars
specializing in areas such as American politics, comparative politics,
international relations, and political theory, contributing extensively to
academic research and public discourse.

What career paths do William & Mary political
science graduates typically pursue?

Graduates often pursue careers in law, public policy, government service,
international organizations, academia, and political consulting, benefiting
from the department’s strong emphasis on analytical and communication skills.

Are there any student organizations related to
political science at William & Mary?

Yes, William & Mary hosts several student organizations such as the Political
Science Club, Model United Nations, and College Democrats and Republicans,
which provide forums for political engagement and professional development.



How does William & Mary'’s political science
curriculum integrate experiential learning?

The curriculum incorporates experiential learning through internships, study
abroad programs, simulation exercises, and community-based projects, enabling
students to apply theoretical knowledge to real-world political challenges.

Additional Resources

1. Politics at William & Mary: A Historical Overview

This book offers a comprehensive history of political science at the College
of William & Mary. It traces the development of the department, influential
faculty members, and the evolution of political thought on campus. Readers
gain insight into how the institution shaped political discourse in Virginia
and beyond.

2. The Colonial Roots of American Politics: Insights from William & Mary
Exploring the political ideas that emerged during the colonial era, this book
connects the intellectual heritage of William & Mary to early American
political institutions. It highlights the contributions of key figures
associated with the college and analyzes their impact on the founding
principles of the United States.

3. William & Mary and the Study of Political Philosophy

Focusing on the curriculum and scholarship in political philosophy at William
& Mary, this volume examines how classical and contemporary theories have
been taught and interpreted. It includes essays on notable professors and
their influence on students who went on to become prominent political
thinkers.

4. Democracy and Governance: Research from William & Mary's Political Science
Department

This collection presents cutting-edge research produced by faculty and
graduate students at William & Mary. Covering topics such as democratic
theory, governance structures, and public policy, the book showcases the
department’s contributions to contemporary political science debates.

5. Virginia Politics and William & Mary: A Symbiotic Relationship

This book analyzes the close ties between Virginia’'s political landscape and
the College of William & Mary. It discusses how the college has served as
both a training ground for politicians and a center for political research,
influencing state and local governance.

6. Political Campaigns and Elections: Case Studies from William & Mary
Examining local, state, and national campaigns, this text uses case studies
developed at William & Mary to explore electoral strategies and voter
behavior. It provides practical insights for students and scholars interested
in the mechanics of political competition.



7. International Relations and Global Politics: William & Mary Perspectives
This book presents a series of essays on international relations theory and
practice authored by William & Mary faculty. Topics include diplomacy,
conflict resolution, and global governance, reflecting the department’s
engagement with worldwide political issues.

8. Political Science Pedagogy at William & Mary: Innovations and Approaches
Focusing on teaching methods and curriculum design, this book highlights
innovative approaches developed at William & Mary to educate future political
scientists. It discusses experiential learning, interdisciplinary courses,
and the use of technology in the classroom.

9. Women in Politics: Contributions from William & Mary Scholars

This volume celebrates the research and achievements of female political
scientists associated with William & Mary. It examines gender and politics,
women’s political participation, and leadership, emphasizing the department’s
commitment to diversity and inclusion in political science.
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william and mary political science: Great American Judges John R. Vile, 2003-06-23 Inspiring
and instructive biographies of the 100 most influential judges from state and federal courts in one
easy-to-access volume. Great American Judges profiles 100 outstanding judges and justices in a full
sweep of U.S. history. Chosen by lawyers, historians, and political scientists, these men and women
laid the foundation of U.S. law. A complement to Great American Lawyers, together these two
volumes create a complete picture of our nation's top legal minds from colonial times to today.
Following an introduction on the role of judges in American history are A-Z biographical entries
portraying this diverse group from extraordinarily different backgrounds. Students and history
enthusiasts will appreciate the accomplishments of these role models and the connections between
their inspiring lives and their far-reaching legal decisions. William Rehnquist, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Jr., and 12 other Supreme Court justices are found alongside federal judges like Skelly
Wright, who ordered school desegregation in 1960. Influential state judges such as Rose Elizabeth
Bird, California's first woman Supreme Court Chief Justice, are also featured.

william and mary political science: New Directions in Judicial Politics Kevin T. McGuire,
2012-03-15 With its often vague legal concepts and institutions that operate according to unfamiliar
procedures, judicial decision-making is, in many respects, a highly enigmatic process. New
Directions in Judicial Politics seeks to demystify the courts, offering readers the insights of empirical
research to address questions that are of genuine interest to students. In addition to presenting a set
of conclusions about the way in which courts operate, this book also models the craft of political
research, illustrating how one can account for a variety of factors that might affect the courts and
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how they operate. The renowned scholars and teachers in this volume invite critical thinking, not
only about the substance of law and courts in America, but also about the ways in which we study
judicial politics.

william and mary political science: Corks and Curls , 1925

william and mary political science: Understanding the Founding Alan Gibson, 2010-09-07
The first edition of Alan Gibson's Understanding the Founding is widely regarded as an invaluable
guide to the last century's key debates surrounding America's founding. This new edition retains all
of the strengths of the original while adding a substantial new section addressing a major but
previously unaddressed issue and also significantly revising Gibson's invaluable conclusion and
bibliography. In the original edition, which was built upon his previous work in Interpreting the
Founding, Gibson addressed four key questions: Were the Framers motivated by their economic
interests? How democratic was the Framers' Constitution? Should we interpret the Founding using
philosophical or strictly historical approaches? What traditions of political thought were most
important to the Framers? He focused especially on the preconceptions that scholars brought to
these questions, explored the deepest sources of scholars' disagreements over them, and suggested
new and thoughtful lines of interpretation and inquiry. His incisive analysis brought clarity to the
complex and sprawling debates and shed new light on the institutional and intellectual foundations
of the American political system. Gibson has now added a path-breaking new chapter entitled How
Could They Have Done That? Founding Scholarship and the Question of Moral Responsibility, which
reprises and critiques on of the most important and vexing contemporary debates on the American
founding. The new chapter focuses on how the men who fought a revolution in the name of liberty
and declared to the world that all men are created equal could have supported the institution of
slavery and even owned slaves themselves, accepted the legal and social subordination of women,
and been responsible for Indian removal and genocide against Native Americans. Efforts to criticize
or defend the Founders on these issues now constitute a daunting body of scholarship addressing
what David Brion Davis has called the dilemmas of slaveholding revolutionaries. Gibson's astute and
fair-minded analysis of this scholarship offers keen insights into how we might move toward more
mature and responsible evaluations of the Founders.

william and mary political science: Charting an American Republic Jude M. Pfister,
2016-09-22 With the American revolutionaries in discord following victory at Yorktown and the Paris
Peace Treaty of 1783, the proposed federal Constitution of 1787 faced an uncertain future when it
was sent to the states for ratification. Sensing an historic moment, three authors--Alexander
Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay--circulated 85 essays among their fellow statesmen, arguing
for a strong federal union. Next to the Constitution itself, The Federalist papers are the most
referenced statement of the Founding Fathers' intentions in forming the U.S. government. This book
takes a fresh look at the papers in the context of the times in which they were created.

william and mary political science: Laws, Men and Machines (Routledge Revivals) Michael
Foley, 2014-02-04 First published in 1990, Laws, Men and Machines is an original interpretation of
the lasting influence that Newtonian mechanics has had on the design and operation of the
American political system. The author argues that it is this mechanistic tradition that now
instinctively shapes the way we conceive of, analyse, and evaluate American politics, and that the
Newtonian conception of the world still finds expression in the 'checks and balances' of the
American system.

william and mary political science: Creating the Constitution Thornton Anderson, 2011-09-30
Creating the Constitution presents a different interpretation of the Convention and the First
Congress, derived largely from a close reading of Farrand's Records and the Annals of Congress.
Among its special features are a critical perspective on the Framers, an examination of Court Whig
influence on the Federalists, the identification of a third group—the state Federalists—between the
nationalists and states' righters, and a view of the First Congress as distorting the aims of the
Convention.

william and mary political science: The Constitutional Convention of 1787 John R. Vile,




2005-06-24 The first encyclopedic treatment of the personalities, politics, and events involved in
drafting the U.S. Constitution. This comprehensive treatment of all the personalities, philosophies,
debates, and compromises involved in drafting the U.S. Constitution is the first encyclopedic work
on the subject, compiling information into an easily accessible A-Z format. Biographies of all 55
delegates, analysis of the competing political viewpoints, procedural and substantive disputes, along
with a host of other details are all presented here. Both the detail and the scholarship in this book
are unmatched in any other work; the encyclopedic presentation simply does not exist elsewhere.
Civil liberties, the scope of authority of the three branches of government, and other constitutional
matters are increasingly at the forefront of public discussion. Scholars, citizens interested in
self-education, and reference librarians faced with questions about the Constitution will find in this
book all they require to answer their needs.

william and mary political science: 101 Chambers Peverill Squire, Keith E. Hamm, 2005 The
book compares and contrasts Congress and the state legislatures on histories, fundamental
structures, institutional and organizational characteristics, and members. By highlighting the vast
array of organizational schemes and behavioral patterns evidenced in state legislatures, the authors
demonstrate that the potential for the study of American legislatures, as opposed to the separate
efforts of Congressional and state legislative scholars, is to great to leave unexplored.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

william and mary political science: DIRECTORY OF CORPORATE COUNSEL. , 2023

william and mary political science: Alexander Hamilton Ron Chernow, 2005-03-29 The #1
New York Times bestseller, and the inspiration for the hit Broadway musical Hamilton! Pulitzer
Prize-winning author Ron Chernow presents a landmark biography of Alexander Hamilton, the
Founding Father who galvanized, inspired, scandalized, and shaped the newborn nation. Grand-scale
biography at its best—thorough, insightful, consistently fair, and superbly written . . . A genuinely
great book. —David McCullough “A robust full-length portrait, in my view the best ever written, of
the most brilliant, charismatic and dangerous founder of them all. —Joseph Ellis Few figures in
American history have been more hotly debated or more grossly misunderstood than Alexander
Hamilton. Chernow’s biography gives Hamilton his due and sets the record straight, deftly
illustrating that the political and economic greatness of today’s America is the result of Hamilton’s
countless sacrifices to champion ideas that were often wildly disputed during his time. “To repudiate
his legacy,” Chernow writes, “is, in many ways, to repudiate the modern world.” Chernow here
recounts Hamilton’s turbulent life: an illegitimate, largely self-taught orphan from the Caribbean, he
came out of nowhere to take America by storm, rising to become George Washington’s aide-de-camp
in the Continental Army, coauthoring The Federalist Papers, founding the Bank of New York, leading
the Federalist Party, and becoming the first Treasury Secretary of the United States.Historians have
long told the story of America’s birth as the triumph of Jefferson’s democratic ideals over the
aristocratic intentions of Hamilton. Chernow presents an entirely different man, whose legendary
ambitions were motivated not merely by self-interest but by passionate patriotism and a stubborn
will to build the foundations of American prosperity and power. His is a Hamilton far more human
than we’ve encountered before—from his shame about his birth to his fiery aspirations, from his
intimate relationships with childhood friends to his titanic feuds with Jefferson, Madison, Adams,
Monroe, and Burr, and from his highly public affair with Maria Reynolds to his loving marriage to his
loyal wife Eliza. And never before has there been a more vivid account of Hamilton’s famous and
mysterious death in a duel with Aaron Burr in July of 1804. Chernow’s biography is not just a
portrait of Hamilton, but the story of America’s birth seen through its most central figure. At a
critical time to look back to our roots, Alexander Hamilton will remind readers of the purpose of our
institutions and our heritage as Americans. 9780143034759
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william and mary political science: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1970



The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
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