
william and mary computer science major
william and mary computer science major offers students a rigorous and comprehensive
education in the field of computing, preparing them for diverse careers in technology, research, and
innovation. This program emphasizes both theoretical foundations and practical applications, ensuring
graduates possess strong problem-solving skills and technical expertise. Students benefit from
experienced faculty, state-of-the-art facilities, and opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration. The
curriculum is designed to keep pace with rapid advancements in computer science, covering core
topics such as algorithms, programming, systems, and data science. Beyond coursework, students
can engage in research projects, internships, and student organizations, enhancing their professional
development. This article explores the key aspects of the william and mary computer science major,
including its curriculum, faculty, research opportunities, career prospects, and campus resources.
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Overview of the William and Mary Computer Science
Major
The william and mary computer science major is designed to provide a solid foundation in computer
science principles while encouraging innovation and critical thinking. The program combines
theoretical coursework with hands-on experience, preparing students for both graduate studies and
immediate employment in the technology sector. Emphasizing a strong liberal arts background, the
department supports interdisciplinary learning and collaboration with other academic units. Students
gain exposure to various aspects of computing, including software development, systems
architecture, artificial intelligence, and cybersecurity.

Program Philosophy and Goals
The program aims to develop students’ analytical abilities and technical skills through a balanced
curriculum that integrates mathematics, programming, and systems knowledge. It encourages ethical
considerations and an understanding of the societal impacts of technology. The department fosters a
community of learners who are prepared to adapt to the evolving demands of the field.



Student Demographics and Class Sizes
William and Mary’s computer science department maintains relatively small class sizes, promoting
personalized attention and active participation. Students come from diverse backgrounds,
contributing to a vibrant academic environment. The major attracts both in-state and out-of-state
students who are committed to excelling in computer science.

Curriculum and Degree Requirements
The william and mary computer science major requires completion of a structured curriculum that
blends foundational courses with specialized electives. Students must fulfill credit requirements in
core computer science topics, mathematics, and supporting disciplines.

Core Courses
Core courses cover essential topics such as:

Introduction to Programming and Data Structures

Computer Systems and Organization

Algorithms and Complexity

Operating Systems

Software Engineering

Theory of Computation

These classes ensure that students develop robust coding skills, understand hardware-software
interactions, and learn algorithmic problem-solving techniques.

Electives and Specializations
Students have the option to pursue electives in areas such as artificial intelligence, machine learning,
data science, computer graphics, cybersecurity, and human-computer interaction. This flexibility
allows them to tailor their education to specific interests and career goals.

Mathematics and Supporting Courses
Mathematics courses, including discrete mathematics, linear algebra, and calculus, are integral to the
major. These courses strengthen logical reasoning and quantitative analysis capabilities, which are
critical for advanced computer science topics.



Capstone Project and Research Experience
The curriculum often culminates in a capstone project or research experience where students apply
their knowledge to real-world problems. This component enhances practical skills and encourages
innovation and teamwork.

Faculty and Research Opportunities
The william and mary computer science major is supported by a dedicated faculty with expertise in
diverse areas of computer science research and teaching. Faculty members are active contributors to
cutting-edge research and provide mentorship to students.

Areas of Faculty Expertise
Faculty research interests include:

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning

Cybersecurity and Privacy

Computer Graphics and Visualization

Distributed and Cloud Computing

Computational Biology

Theoretical Computer Science

Undergraduate Research Involvement
Undergraduate students are encouraged to engage in research projects alongside faculty, gaining
valuable experience in experimental design, data analysis, and scholarly communication. Research
opportunities often lead to presentations at conferences and co-authorship of academic papers.

Research Centers and Labs
The department hosts several research labs and centers equipped with modern technologies,
providing students hands-on experience in software development, data analysis, and hardware
experimentation. These facilities foster collaborative projects and innovation.



Career Outcomes and Internship Programs
The william and mary computer science major equips graduates with skills that are highly sought
after in the job market. Alumni have secured positions in a variety of industries including technology,
finance, healthcare, and government.

Internship Opportunities
The department maintains partnerships with local and national companies to offer competitive
internship programs. These internships provide students real-world experience, networking
opportunities, and pathways to full-time employment.

Career Services and Support
Career services tailored for computer science majors include resume workshops, interview
preparation, career fairs, and employer networking events. These resources assist students in
successfully navigating the job search process.

Notable Employers and Job Titles
Graduates have found employment at top technology firms, startups, and research institutions.
Common job titles include software engineer, data analyst, systems architect, cybersecurity
specialist, and research scientist.

Campus Resources and Student Organizations
William and Mary offers a wealth of resources to support the academic and professional growth of
computer science majors, as well as vibrant student organizations that foster community and
collaboration.

Computing Facilities and Technology Access
Students have access to dedicated computer labs, high-performance computing resources, and
software tools essential for coursework and research. The campus infrastructure supports remote
collaboration and learning.

Student Organizations and Clubs
Several student-led groups focus on computer science and related fields, providing opportunities for
leadership, networking, and skill development. Notable organizations include:

Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) Chapter



Women in Computer Science (WiCS)

Cybersecurity Club

Hackathon and Coding Competition Teams

Workshops and Seminars
The department regularly hosts workshops, guest lectures, and seminars featuring industry
professionals and researchers. These events supplement formal education and keep students
informed about emerging trends and technologies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the Computer Science major at
William and Mary?
The Computer Science major at William and Mary offers a strong foundation in both theoretical and
practical aspects of computing, including programming, algorithms, systems, and software
engineering, with opportunities for research and internships.

Does William and Mary offer research opportunities for
Computer Science majors?
Yes, William and Mary provides numerous research opportunities for Computer Science majors,
allowing students to work closely with faculty on cutting-edge projects in areas like artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity, and data science.

What career paths do William and Mary Computer Science
graduates typically pursue?
Graduates often pursue careers in software development, data analysis, cybersecurity, academia, or
continue with graduate studies in computer science or related fields.

Are there any student organizations related to Computer
Science at William and Mary?
Yes, William and Mary has several student organizations such as the Computer Science Club and
Women in Computing, which offer networking, professional development, and community-building
opportunities.



What programming languages are taught in the Computer
Science major at William and Mary?
Students typically learn a variety of programming languages including Python, Java, C++, and
JavaScript to prepare them for diverse computing challenges.

How does William and Mary support internships for Computer
Science students?
William and Mary has strong connections with tech companies and provides career services, job fairs,
and internship programs to help Computer Science students gain practical industry experience.

Additional Resources
1. Introduction to Computer Science at William & Mary
This book offers a comprehensive overview tailored specifically for William & Mary students majoring
in computer science. It covers foundational topics such as algorithms, data structures, and
programming languages, with examples relevant to the university's curriculum. The text also includes
insights into campus resources, research opportunities, and student organizations.

2. Data Structures and Algorithms: A William & Mary Perspective
Designed to complement the coursework at William & Mary, this book dives deep into data structures
and algorithms. It emphasizes problem-solving techniques and optimization strategies, integrating
examples from local projects and research conducted by faculty. Students will find numerous
exercises and case studies to enhance their understanding.

3. Software Engineering Principles for William & Mary Students
Focusing on software development methodologies, this book guides William & Mary computer science
majors through the software engineering lifecycle. Topics include requirements analysis, design
patterns, testing, and project management, with special attention to collaborative projects common in
the university environment. Real-world examples from William & Mary tech initiatives provide
practical context.

4. Operating Systems and Systems Programming at William & Mary
This text explores the principles of operating systems and systems programming with course-aligned
content for William & Mary students. It covers process management, memory allocation, and file
systems, incorporating hands-on assignments using the systems and tools favored by the university’s
computer science department. The book also discusses research trends and career paths in systems
programming.

5. Artificial Intelligence Foundations for William & Mary Computer Science Majors
An introductory AI textbook tailored to the William & Mary curriculum, this book covers machine
learning, natural language processing, and robotics basics. It includes projects and examples related
to ongoing AI research at the university, encouraging students to engage with cutting-edge
developments. Ethical considerations and societal impacts of AI are also discussed.

6. Computer Networks and Security: Insights for William & Mary Students
This book provides a thorough introduction to computer networking and cybersecurity, designed for



William & Mary undergraduates. It covers network protocols, encryption, threat detection, and
defense strategies. The text features case studies from campus network security challenges and
highlights internship opportunities in the growing cybersecurity field.

7. Human-Computer Interaction in the William & Mary Context
Focusing on the design and evaluation of user interfaces, this book aligns with the coursework and
research interests at William & Mary. It explores usability principles, user-centered design, and
accessibility, incorporating projects developed by students within the university. The book also
discusses interdisciplinary collaborations between computer science and psychology departments.

8. Database Systems and Information Management at William & Mary
This book covers the fundamentals of database design, SQL, and information management tailored to
the William & Mary computer science program. Students learn through examples drawn from campus
administrative systems and research databases. Advanced topics include big data, data warehousing,
and cloud-based database solutions.

9. Capstone Projects and Research in William & Mary Computer Science
Highlighting the culminating experiences of William & Mary computer science majors, this book
showcases exemplary capstone projects and undergraduate research. It provides guidance on project
planning, teamwork, and presentation skills. The book also features interviews with faculty mentors
and alumni who have transitioned to careers or graduate studies in computing.
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  william and mary computer science major: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2013
Yale Daily News, 2025-09-23 The Insider's Guide to the Colleges has been, for 39 years, the most
relied-upon resource for high school students looking for honest reports on colleges from their
fellow students. Having interviewed hundreds of their peers on more than 330 campuses and by
getting the inside scoop on everything from the nightlife and professors to the newest dorms and
wildest student organizations, the reporters at the Yale Daily News have created the most candid
college guide available. In addition to the wellrounded profiles, this edition has been updated to
include: • Essential statistics for every school, from acceptance rates to popular majors • A College
Finder to help students zero in on the perfect school • All new FYI sections with student opinions
and outrageous off-the-cuff advice The Insider's Guide to the Colleges cuts through the glossy
brochures to uncover the things that matter most to students, and by staying on top of trends, it
gives both students and parents the straightforward information they need to choose the school
that's right for them.
  william and mary computer science major: Best 357 Colleges, 2005 Edition Princeton
Review (Firm), 2004 Known as the smart buyer's guide to college, this guide includes all the
practical information students need to apply to the nation's top schools. It includes rankings and
information on academics, financial aid, quality of life on campus, and much more.
  william and mary computer science major: Undergraduate Science, Mathematics and
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Engineering Education National Science Board (U.S.). Task Committee on Undergraduate Science
and Engineering Education, 1987
  william and mary computer science major: Mastering FreeBSD and OpenBSD Security
Yanek Korff, Paco Hope, Bruce Potter, 2005-03-24 FreeBSD and OpenBSD are increasingly gaining
traction in educational institutions, non-profits, and corporations worldwide because they provide
significant security advantages over Linux. Although a lot can be said for the robustness, clean
organization, and stability of the BSD operating systems, security is one of the main reasons system
administrators use these two platforms.There are plenty of books to help you get a FreeBSD or
OpenBSD system off the ground, and all of them touch on security to some extent, usually dedicating
a chapter to the subject. But, as security is commonly named as the key concern for today's system
administrators, a single chapter on the subject can't provide the depth of information you need to
keep your systems secure.FreeBSD and OpenBSD are rife with security building blocks that you can
put to use, and Mastering FreeBSD and OpenBSD Security shows you how. Both operating systems
have kernel options and filesystem features that go well beyond traditional Unix permissions and
controls. This power and flexibility is valuable, but the colossal range of possibilities need to be
tackled one step at a time. This book walks you through the installation of a hardened operating
system, the installation and configuration of critical services, and ongoing maintenance of your
FreeBSD and OpenBSD systems.Using an application-specific approach that builds on your existing
knowledge, the book provides sound technical information on FreeBSD and Open-BSD security with
plenty of real-world examples to help you configure and deploy a secure system. By imparting a solid
technical foundation as well as practical know-how, it enables administrators to push their server's
security to the next level. Even administrators in other environments--like Linux and Solaris--can find
useful paradigms to emulate.Written by security professionals with two decades of operating system
experience, Mastering FreeBSD and OpenBSD Security features broad and deep explanations of how
how to secure your most critical systems. Where other books on BSD systems help you achieve
functionality, this book will help you more thoroughly secure your deployments.
  william and mary computer science major: Emerging Research in Electronics, Computer
Science and Technology V Sridhar, Holalu Seenappa Sheshadri, M C Padma, 2013-09-13 PES
College of Engineering is organizing an International Conference on Emerging Research in
Electronics, Computer Science and Technology (ICERECT-12) in Mandya and merging the event
with Golden Jubilee of the Institute. The Proceedings of the Conference presents high quality, peer
reviewed articles from the field of Electronics, Computer Science and Technology. The book is a
compilation of research papers from the cutting-edge technologies and it is targeted towards the
scientific community actively involved in research activities.
  william and mary computer science major: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2010 The
Staff of the Yale Daily News, 2025-09-23 The Straight-Talking Student's Guide to the Best Colleges
For more than thirty-five years, The Insider's Guide to the Colleges has been the favorite resource of
high school students across the country because it is the only comprehensive college reference
written and researched by students for students. In interviews with hundreds of peers on campuses
from New York to Hawaii and Florida to Alaska, our writers have gotten the inside scoop on every
school on topics ranging from professors and campus life to dorms and student activities. This
thirty-sixth edition has been completely revised and updated to stay on top of campus trends and
attitudes. Each school profile in The Insider's Guide cuts through the veneer of brochures and
common stereotypes to reveal colleges as they're seen through the eyes of their students. This
comprehensive guide includes: - Revealing profiles of more than 330 top schools in the United States
and Canada - Essential statistics for every school, from acceptance rates to the most popular majors
- An insider's packing list detailing what every college student really needs to bring - A college quiz
that helps students find the type of school that is right for them - FYI sections with candid student
opinions and outrageous advice
  william and mary computer science major: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2011 Staff of
the Yale Daily News, 2010-06-15 For more than thirty-five years, The Insider's Guide to the Colleges



has been the favorite resource of high school students across the country because it is the only
comprehensive college reference researched and written by students for students. In interviews with
hundreds of peers on campuses from New York to Hawaii and Florida to Alaska, our writers have
sought out the inside scoop at every school on everything from the nightlife and professors to the
newest dorms and wildest student organizations. In addition to the in-depth profiles of college life,
this 37th edition has been revised and updated to include: * Essential statistics for every school,
from acceptance rates to the most popular majors * A College Finder to help students zero in on the
perfect school * Insider's packing list detailing what every college student really needs to bring * FYI
sections with student opinions and outrageous off-the-cuff advice. The Insider's Guide to the
Colleges cuts through the piles of brochures to get to the things that matter most to students, and by
staying on top of trends and attitudes it delivers the straight talk students and parents need to
choose the school that's the best fit.
  william and mary computer science major: Graduate Assistantship Directory in the
Computer Sciences , 1987
  william and mary computer science major: Summaries of Projects Completed in Fiscal Year
... , 1978
  william and mary computer science major: Army Sustainment , 2015 The Department of the
Army's official professional bulletin on sustainment, publishing timely, authoritative information on
Army and Defense sustainment plans, programs, policies, operations, procedures, and doctrine for
the benefit of all sustainment personnel.
  william and mary computer science major: 101 Careers in Mathematics Andrew Sterrett,
2014-12-31 This third edition of the immensely popular 101 Careers in Mathematics contains
updates on the career paths of individuals profiled in the first and second editions, along with many
new profiles. No career counselor should be without this valuable resource. The [Author];s of the
essays in this volume describe a wide variety of careers for which a background in the mathematical
sciences is useful. Each of the jobs presented shows real people in real jobs. Their individual
histories demonstrate how the study of mathematics was useful in landing well-paying jobs in
predictable places such as IBM, AT & T, and American Airlines, and in surprising places such as
FedEx Corporation, L.L. Bean, and Perdue Farms, Inc. You will also learn about job opportunities in
the Federal Government as well as exciting careers in the arts, sculpture, music, and television.
There are really no limits to what you can do if you are well prepared in mathematics. The degrees
earned by the [Author];s profiled here range from bachelor's to master's to PhD in approximately
equal numbers. Most of the writers use the mathematical sciences on a daily basis in their work.
Others rely on the general problem-solving skills acquired in mathematics as they deal with complex
issues.
  william and mary computer science major: Scientific and Technical Aerospace Reports ,
1994 Lists citations with abstracts for aerospace related reports obtained from world wide sources
and announces documents that have recently been entered into the NASA Scientific and Technical
Information Database.
  william and mary computer science major: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2015 Yale
Daily News, Yale Daily News Staff, 2014-07 Students on campus tell you what you really want to
know--Cover.
  william and mary computer science major: Resources in Education , 1999-04
  william and mary computer science major: Nuclear Safety , 1994
  william and mary computer science major: Catalogue for the Academic Year Naval
Postgraduate School (U.S.), 1970
  william and mary computer science major: Chinese for Business and Professionals in the
Workplace Haidan Wang, Christine Uber Grosse, 2022-09-05 This volume presents a series of the
most up-to-date studies on Chinese for Specific Purposes (CSP), an area that has been
underrepresented in Language for Specific Purposes (LSP). Drawing from the insights and trends in
mainstream theoretical and methodological LSP research, chapters in this volume explore novelties



that CSP has developed to prepare Chinese for professional learners for the global economy. These
encompass: needs analysis of less-surveyed high school Business Chinese or CSP academic writing
classes developments on internationally oriented engineering and internship programs in China
innovations in Chinese for business or legal materials development and review on textbook
pragmatics studies on language arts and Chinese language use in specific or business settings
technology-driven, project-based learning — or discipline-specific curriculum design. Robustly
supported by studies and analysis on the global scale, this volume comprises contributions by
professionals from universities across Asia and the United States, each with decades of expertise in
LSP. These chapters offer critical insights necessary to help LSP researchers and educators rethink
curricula and develop new initiatives for LSP. They may also serve as transferable operations that
enhance the practice of LSP as a crucial component of second language education.
  william and mary computer science major: US Black Engineer & IT , 2008
  william and mary computer science major: Peterson's Annual Guides to Graduate Study ,
1981
  william and mary computer science major: Dream School Jeffrey Selingo, 2025-09-09 New
York Times Bestseller! From the bestselling author of Who Gets In and Why, a must-have playbook
for families coping with a more stressful era of startling low admission rates and sky-high
prices—one that widens the aperture beyond the Top 25 schools and connects students, parents, and
counselors with quality, affordable choices. Attending college has long been a rite of passage for
millions of teens and a bedrock of the American dream. But that well-worn path has lately taken a
wrong turn, denying admission even to super-achievers and putting intolerable stress on family
finances. Now, in Dream School Jeffrey Selingo shifts the spotlight from how colleges pick students
to how students can better pick colleges. With test-optional policies and grade inflation leveling the
playing field for applicants, getting into prestigious schools has become a kind of lottery. “Plan A”
may work out, but increasingly it isn’t—so Selingo urges families to ditch the “Top 25 or bust”
mindset and look beyond the usual suspects. Hidden-gem schools with incredible value and rich
opportunities are waiting to be discovered. Backed by unparalleled research—and an eye-opening
survey of more than 3,000 parents—Dream School reveals what really matters in a college: strong
job prospects after graduation, hands-on learning experiences, and a sense of belonging. To help
students find their perfect match, Selingo highlights 75 accessible and affordable colleges that will
satisfy those priorities. Organized into three easy-to-digest sections, Dream School explains why
elite college degrees turn out to matter less than you think, why many parents and students are
choosing value over prestige, and how to make sure the degree really pays off. In these pages,
Selingo’s engaging style and expert insights turn what is often an unnavigable maze into a clear
roadmap. Destined to become the ultimate guide for families crossing the perilous college
admissions landscape, Dream School isn’t just a book—it’s a lifeline for those who can find
themselves trapped in an overwhelming process.
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