
william leavitt modern method for guitar
william leavitt modern method for guitar is widely recognized as one of the most influential and
comprehensive instructional materials for learning guitar. This method has been a cornerstone in
guitar education for decades, providing students and teachers with a structured approach to
mastering the instrument. The book covers essential guitar techniques, music theory, and practical
exercises that enable players to progress from beginner to advanced levels. Its step-by-step lessons
are designed to develop a solid foundation in fingerstyle playing, chord construction, and reading
standard notation. The william leavitt modern method for guitar also emphasizes versatility, catering
to various musical styles. This article explores the key features of the method, its historical
significance, instructional content, and its lasting impact on guitar pedagogy.
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Overview of the William Leavitt Modern Method for
Guitar
The william leavitt modern method for guitar is a comprehensive instructional guide authored by
William Leavitt, a renowned guitarist and educator associated with the Berklee College of Music.
First published in the 1970s, this method has become a staple in guitar education worldwide. It is
designed to teach students how to read music, understand rhythm, and develop technical proficiency
in a logical, systematic manner. The method is especially valued for its clear explanations and
progressive exercises that build upon each other to enhance a player’s skill set effectively.

Historical Context and Author Background
William Leavitt was a pivotal figure in modern guitar education, bringing his extensive experience as
a professional musician and teacher to the creation of this method. His affiliation with Berklee
College of Music, one of the most prestigious contemporary music schools, helped establish the
method’s credibility and widespread usage. The method reflects the evolving needs of guitarists
during the late 20th century, incorporating contemporary music styles and techniques that were
gaining popularity.



Target Audience and Usage
The method is suitable for beginners who have little or no prior experience, as well as intermediate
players seeking to solidify their fundamentals and expand their knowledge. It is frequently used in
academic settings, private lessons, and self-study programs. Its structured format makes it ideal for
both individual and classroom use, promoting consistent progress through regular practice and
study.

Core Components of the Method
The william leavitt modern method for guitar comprises several essential elements that work
together to create a well-rounded learning experience. These components include technical
exercises, sight-reading practice, chord studies, and applied music theory. Each section is carefully
designed to address specific aspects of guitar playing, ensuring comprehensive skill development.

Technical Exercises
Technical exercises form the foundation of the method, focusing on finger independence, dexterity,
and coordination. These exercises gradually increase in complexity, allowing students to build
strength and accuracy. Techniques such as alternate picking, fingerpicking patterns, and scale runs
are emphasized to improve overall playing ability.

Sight-Reading and Notation
One of the distinguishing features of the william leavitt modern method for guitar is its strong
emphasis on sight-reading. Students are introduced to standard music notation early on, learning to
interpret rhythms, pitches, and articulations. This focus helps guitarists become fluent readers, an
essential skill for professional musicianship.

Chord Studies and Harmony
The method includes extensive chord studies, covering major, minor, seventh chords, and extended
harmonies. Students learn proper finger placement and voicing techniques that facilitate smooth
transitions and versatile playing across genres. Harmony lessons are integrated to deepen
understanding of chord construction and progression.

Techniques and Skills Developed
The instructional approach of the william leavitt modern method for guitar is designed to cultivate a
broad range of skills that are vital to proficient guitar playing. These include technical precision,
rhythmic accuracy, tonal control, and musical expression.



Fingerstyle and Picking Techniques
Fingerstyle guitar is a major focus within the method, with exercises dedicated to developing finger
independence and control. The method also covers various picking techniques, including alternate
picking and hybrid picking, to enhance versatility and speed.

Rhythm and Timing
Mastery of rhythm and timing is emphasized through metronome-based exercises and rhythm
reading drills. Students learn to internalize different time signatures and rhythmic patterns,
enabling them to perform with confidence and musicality.

Dynamic Control and Expression
The method encourages players to develop dynamic control, articulation, and phrasing. These
expressive elements are taught through carefully crafted exercises and musical examples, promoting
a deeper emotional connection with the instrument.

Music Theory Integration
Incorporating music theory into practical guitar playing is a hallmark of the william leavitt modern
method for guitar. The method provides a clear explanation of theoretical concepts alongside their
application on the guitar, facilitating a comprehensive understanding of music.

Scales and Modes
The study of major and minor scales, as well as modal scales, is integrated into the method to
enhance improvisational skills and melodic development. Students learn scale patterns and how to
apply them musically across different keys.

Chord Construction and Progressions
The theory of chord construction is presented in detail, helping students grasp how chords are built
from scales and how they function within progressions. This knowledge supports musicianship and
aids in composition and arrangement.

Ear Training and Aural Skills
The method encourages the development of ear training, enabling students to identify intervals,
chords, and rhythms by ear. These skills are essential for improvisation, transcription, and overall
musical awareness.



Practice Structure and Progression
The william leavitt modern method for guitar outlines a systematic practice routine designed to
maximize learning efficiency and ensure steady progression. The method stresses consistent
practice habits and goal-oriented sessions.

Lesson Organization
Lessons are organized in a logical sequence, starting with fundamental techniques and gradually
introducing more complex concepts. Each chapter builds on the previous one, reinforcing skills
through repetition and variation.

Recommended Practice Schedule
The method suggests dividing practice time among technical exercises, sight-reading, theory, and
repertoire. This balanced approach ensures all aspects of guitar playing receive attention and
development.

Use of Supplementary Materials
To enhance learning, students are encouraged to use additional resources such as backing tracks,
metronomes, and recording devices. These tools aid in developing timing, listening skills, and self-
assessment.

Impact and Legacy in Guitar Education
The william leavitt modern method for guitar has had a profound and enduring impact on guitar
education globally. Its comprehensive curriculum and pedagogical approach have influenced
countless guitar instructors and students.

Adoption in Academic Institutions
Many music schools and colleges have adopted this method as part of their guitar curriculum due to
its thoroughness and effectiveness. It remains a preferred choice for systematic guitar instruction in
formal education settings.

Influence on Contemporary Guitar Teaching
The method’s blend of technique, theory, and practical application has shaped modern guitar
pedagogy. Its approach serves as a model for developing well-rounded musicians capable of
performing across diverse musical styles.



Enduring Popularity and Editions
Multiple editions and supplemental books have been released to keep the william leavitt modern
method for guitar current with evolving musical trends. Its continued popularity attests to its value
as a foundational educational resource.

Comprehensive technical exercises for skill development

Strong emphasis on sight-reading and music notation

Integrated music theory for applied understanding

Balanced practice routines to ensure steady progress

Legacy as a foundational guitar instruction method worldwide

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar?
The William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar is a comprehensive instructional book series
designed to teach guitar fundamentals, including reading music, technique, theory, and
improvisation, widely used in jazz and contemporary guitar education.

Who is William Leavitt?
William Leavitt was a renowned guitarist, educator, and author known for his influential guitar
method books used primarily at the Berklee College of Music and other music institutions.

What makes the Modern Method for Guitar by William Leavitt
unique?
Leavitt's method is unique due to its structured approach that integrates reading standard notation,
technique, theory, and improvisation, providing a well-rounded foundation for guitarists of all levels.

Is the William Leavitt Modern Method suitable for beginners?
Yes, the Modern Method for Guitar is designed to guide beginners through fundamental skills while
gradually introducing more advanced concepts, making it suitable for learners at various stages.

Does the William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar include
jazz guitar techniques?
Yes, the method covers jazz guitar techniques extensively, including chord voicings, scales,



improvisation, and reading lead sheets, which are essential for jazz guitarists.

What topics are covered in the Modern Method for Guitar by
William Leavitt?
Topics include music reading, chord construction, scales, arpeggios, rhythm, improvisation, sight-
reading, and various guitar techniques tailored for modern music styles.

Can the William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar be used for
self-study?
Yes, many guitarists use the Modern Method for self-study due to its clear explanations and
exercises, although supplementary instruction or guidance can enhance learning.

Are there audio or video resources available for the William
Leavitt Modern Method?
While the original books primarily focus on notation and exercises, some editions and external
resources offer accompanying audio or video materials to aid practice.

How long does it typically take to complete the William Leavitt
Modern Method for Guitar?
The time to complete the method varies depending on the student's dedication and prior experience,
but typically it can take several months to a few years to thoroughly progress through all volumes.

Where can I purchase the William Leavitt Modern Method for
Guitar?
The method can be purchased through major music retailers, online stores like Amazon, and
sometimes directly from music schools or publishers specializing in educational materials.

Additional Resources
1. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar, Volume 1
This foundational book introduces guitar students to essential techniques and music theory through
a progressive series of exercises and studies. It emphasizes reading standard notation, fingerstyle,
and basic chord progressions. Ideal for beginners, it lays the groundwork for developing solid guitar
skills with clear explanations and practical examples.

2. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar, Volume 2
Continuing from Volume 1, this book advances players' abilities with more complex rhythms, scales,
and chord voicings. It incorporates jazz and contemporary styles, enhancing improvisational skills
and musical understanding. The method encourages consistent practice through well-structured
lessons and exercises.



3. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar, Volume 3
Designed for intermediate and advanced guitarists, this volume focuses on sophisticated techniques
such as alternate tunings, extended chords, and advanced reading skills. It also explores soloing
concepts and genre versatility. The book challenges players to refine their tone, timing, and
expression.

4. Mel Bay Presents William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar - Supplementary Exercises
This companion book offers additional exercises and studies to complement the main volumes of the
Modern Method. It provides targeted practice to improve finger dexterity, sight-reading speed, and
rhythmic accuracy. Suitable for students seeking extra material to reinforce their learning.

5. Jazz Guitar Concepts by William Leavitt
Building on the Modern Method, this title delves into jazz theory and guitar techniques. It covers
chord substitutions, scales, and improvisation strategies tailored for jazz guitarists. The book is a
valuable resource for players transitioning from classical or folk styles to jazz.

6. William Leavitt's Guitar Exercises for Sight Reading
Focused on enhancing sight-reading abilities, this book contains a variety of musical examples that
challenge the player's ability to read and interpret notation quickly. It is designed for all skill levels
and integrates rhythmic and melodic patterns that are commonly encountered in modern guitar
music.

7. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar - Chord Melody Arrangements
This book adapts the Modern Method principles to chord melody playing, teaching how to combine
chords and melody on the guitar effectively. It includes arrangements of standard tunes and original
pieces that develop finger independence and harmonic awareness. A useful resource for solo guitar
performers.

8. William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar - Blues and Rock Styles
Focusing on blues and rock genres, this volume expands the Modern Method with stylistic
techniques such as bending, slides, and power chords. It also covers rhythm patterns and soloing
approaches relevant to contemporary popular music. Players will gain practical skills for expressive
and dynamic guitar playing.

9. William Leavitt's Advanced Guitar Techniques
This advanced-level book is designed for guitarists who have mastered the basic Modern Method
curriculum and seek to explore complex techniques like sweep picking, tapping, and hybrid picking.
It integrates theoretical knowledge with technical exercises to foster virtuosity and musical
creativity. Ideal for serious students aiming for professional-level proficiency.
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