
wife in korean language
wife in korean language is a term that carries cultural significance and linguistic
nuances unique to Korea. Understanding how to express “wife” in Korean not only
involves knowing the exact words but also appreciating the context in which each term is
used. This article explores the primary Korean terms for wife, their meanings, and the
cultural distinctions that influence their usage. Additionally, it delves into related
expressions, common phrases, and etiquette surrounding the concept of a wife in Korean
society. Whether you are learning Korean for travel, communication, or cultural insight,
mastering these terms will enhance your comprehension and interaction. This
comprehensive guide also highlights pronunciation tips and variations in formal and
informal settings to provide a well-rounded understanding of referring to a wife in Korean
language.
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Cultural Context and Usage

Related Terms and Expressions

Pronunciation and Language Tips

Common Korean Words for Wife
In Korean, there are several words used to refer to a wife, each with its own connotations,
levels of formality, and contexts. The most common words include “아내” (anae), “부인” (buin),
and “처” (cheo). Understanding these terms is essential for proper communication and
cultural sensitivity.

아내 (Anae)
“아내” is the most frequently used term for “wife” in everyday Korean conversation. It is a
neutral and respectful word that is commonly used by husbands when referring to their
spouse. This term is appropriate in both formal and informal settings and is widely
understood across all generations.

부인 (Buin)
“부인” is a more formal and polite word for “wife.” It is often used in respectful situations,
official conversations, or when addressing someone else’s wife. For example, in business
settings or formal introductions, “부인” conveys respect and politeness. It can also be used
as a respectful way to refer to a married woman.



처 (Cheo)
“처” is a traditional term for wife that is less commonly used in modern Korean but still
appears in historical contexts or older literature. It can sometimes carry a more
hierarchical or old-fashioned tone. This term is typically used by husbands when referring
to their wives but is considered somewhat outdated in contemporary language.

Cultural Context and Usage
The way the word “wife” is used in Korean language is deeply intertwined with cultural
values, social norms, and family dynamics. These factors influence which term is chosen
and how it is perceived.

Respect and Hierarchy
Korean culture places a strong emphasis on respect and social hierarchy, which is
reflected in the language. Using “부인” instead of “아내” in formal or respectful contexts
acknowledges the wife’s status and shows politeness. Conversely, “아내” is more casual and
used within the family or among close acquaintances.

Gender Roles and Family
Traditionally, Korean society has had defined gender roles, which influence the terms
related to family members. The word “처” hints at these traditional roles and is less
common today as modern Korean society evolves towards equality. However,
understanding these terms provides insight into Korea’s social history and family
structure.

Common Situations for Usage
The choice of word depends on the situation, such as:

Introducing one’s own wife to friends or colleagues (usually 아내)

Referring respectfully to someone else’s wife (often 부인)

Discussing family matters in a formal or traditional context (sometimes 처)

Related Terms and Expressions
Beyond the standard words for “wife,” Korean language includes various related
expressions and terms that enrich the conversation around marriage and family.



결혼한 여자 (Gyeolhonhan Yeoja)
This phrase literally means “married woman” and can be used when specifying marital
status without directly using the word “wife.” It is a neutral expression often used in
formal or written Korean.

부부 (Bubu)
“부부” means “married couple” and is a useful term when referring to both husband and
wife collectively. It highlights the partnership aspect of marriage and is commonly used in
both spoken and written Korean.

신부 (Sinbu)
“신부” refers to a “bride” or a newlywed wife, especially around the time of a wedding. This
term is less about the ongoing role of a wife and more about the wedding ceremony and
immediate aftermath.

Pronunciation and Language Tips
Pronouncing the words for “wife” correctly in Korean language is crucial for clear
communication and cultural respect. Korean pronunciation can be challenging due to
subtle sounds and intonation.

Pronunciation Guide
Here is a basic guide to pronouncing the primary words:

아내 (Anae): Pronounced as “ah-neh,” with a soft “a” sound and a clear “neh” ending.

부인 (Buin): Pronounced as “boo-in,” with both syllables enunciated distinctly.

처 (Cheo): Pronounced as “chuh,” with a soft “ch” and a short vowel sound.

Formal vs Informal Speech
Korean language differentiates between formal and informal speech levels. While the
words for wife themselves do not change significantly, the surrounding sentence structure
and honorifics might. For example, when speaking about someone else’s wife respectfully,
it is common to use the honorific suffixes and polite verb endings.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'wife' in Korean?
The word for 'wife' in Korean is '아내' (anae).

What is the formal way to say 'wife' in Korean?
The formal way to say 'wife' is '부인' (buin), which is more respectful.

How do Koreans commonly refer to their wife in daily
conversation?
Koreans often use '우리 아내' (uri anae), meaning 'my wife' or 'our wife' in an affectionate way.

Is there a difference between '아내' and '부인' in Korean?
'아내' is a casual term for wife, while '부인' is more formal and respectful, sometimes used
when talking about someone else's wife.

How do you say 'my wife' in Korean?
'My wife' in Korean can be said as '내 아내' (nae anae) or more commonly '우리 아내' (uri anae).

What is the Korean word for 'wife' used in legal or
official documents?
In legal or official contexts, '배우자' (baewooja), meaning 'spouse', is often used.

How do you say 'wife' in Korean slang or informal
speech?
In informal speech, some might use '와이프' (waipeu), a Konglish term derived from the
English word 'wife'.

How do you address someone else's wife politely in
Korean?
You can address someone else's wife as '부인' (buin) politely.

Are there any cultural nuances in referring to a wife in
Korean?
Yes, Koreans often use humble or respectful terms when referring to their own or others'
wives, reflecting the importance of respect in Korean culture.



How do you say 'wife and husband' in Korean?
'Wife and husband' in Korean is '아내와 남편' (anaewa nampyeon).

Additional Resources
1. 아내의 서재
이 책은 한 남편이 아내와 함께 나눈 대화와 기억들을 통해 부부의 소중한 순간들을 기록한 에세이집입니다. 일상 속에서 발견하는 사랑과 이해, 그리고 관계의 깊
이를 섬세하게 그려냅니다. 아내와의 소통과 공감을 원하는 독자들에게 따뜻한 위로를 전합니다.

2. 내 아내를 부탁해
결혼 생활 중 겪는 갈등과 오해를 솔직하게 담아낸 소설로, 부부가 서로를 다시 이해하고 사랑하게 되는 과정을 그립니다. 아내의 입장에서 바라본 결혼과 가족의
의미를 깊이 있게 탐구합니다. 현실적인 문제와 감정을 진솔하게 표현해 많은 공감을 얻고 있습니다.

3. 아내라는 존재
아내라는 역할이 가진 다양한 의미와 사회적 기대를 분석한 에세이집입니다. 가족 내에서 아내가 겪는 도전과 희생, 그리고 성장을 다각도로 조명합니다. 여성의 삶
과 정체성에 관심 있는 독자들에게 유익한 통찰을 제공합니다.

4. 아내의 맛
부부가 함께 요리하며 쌓아가는 사랑과 추억을 담은 요리 에세이입니다. 아내가 만든 다양한 가정식 레시피와 함께, 음식에 담긴 따뜻한 이야기를 전합니다. 요리를
통해 부부의 관계가 어떻게 깊어지는지 보여줍니다.

5. 아내의 일기
한 여성의 일기를 통해 아내로서의 삶과 내면의 갈등, 성장 과정을 섬세하게 그린 소설입니다. 일상 속에서 느끼는 기쁨과 슬픔, 그리고 자아 발견의 여정을 담고
있습니다. 아내라는 역할에 대한 새로운 시각을 제시합니다.

6. 내 아내의 선택
결혼과 인생의 중요한 결정 앞에서 아내가 내리는 선택들을 중심으로 전개되는 드라마틱한 이야기입니다. 사랑과 책임, 개인의 꿈 사이에서 고민하는 아내의 모습을
사실적으로 묘사합니다. 가족과 자기 자신을 위해 고민하는 모든 이들에게 깊은 울림을 줍니다.

7. 아내를 위한 시간
바쁜 일상 속에서도 아내와의 관계를 소중히 여기고자 하는 남편의 노력과 성찰을 담은 에세이입니다. 작은 배려와 이해가 부부 관계를 어떻게 변화시키는지 보여줍
니다. 사랑하는 아내에게 전하는 진심 어린 메시지가 인상적입니다.

8. 아내의 사랑법
아내가 표현하는 다양한 사랑의 방식과 그 의미를 탐구하는 심리학 도서입니다. 부부 관계에서 사랑을 유지하고 성장시키는 방법을 과학적 근거와 함께 소개합니다.
행복한 결혼 생활을 원하는 독자들에게 실질적인 도움을 줍니다.

9. 아내와 나, 그리고 우리
부부가 함께 겪는 삶의 여러 순간들을 따뜻한 시선으로 풀어낸 에세이 모음입니다. 서로 다른 두 사람이 어떻게 하나의 ‘우리’가 되는지를 감동적으로 그립니다. 가
족의 의미와 부부애에 대해 다시 한번 생각하게 만드는 책입니다.
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  wife in korean language: The Asian Family in Literature and Film Bernard Wilson,
Sharifah Aishah Osman, 2024-06-19 This book offers a key analysis of the changing perceptions of
family in East Asian societies and the dynamic metamorphosis of “traditional” family units through
the twentieth century and into the new millennium. The book focuses on investigations of the Asian
family as it is represented in literature, film, and other visual media emerging from within China,
Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan, and on contestations of the power hegemonies and moral codes
that underpin such representations, while also assessing Western and global influences on the Asian
family. Individually and collectively, these essays examine traditions and transformations in the
evolving conception of family itself and bring together a range of scholars from within and beyond
the region to reflect upon the social and cultural mores represented in these texts, the issues that
concern Asian families, and projections for future families in their own societies and in a globalized
world. Through the written text and the lens of the camera, what directions has the understanding of
family in an Asian context taken in the twenty-first century? How have the multiple platforms of
media represented, encouraged, or resisted transitions during this time? Amid broader and mutating
referential frameworks and cross-cultural influences, is the traditional concept of the “nuclear
family” still relevant in the twenty-first century? This book lends further prominence to the diverse
literary and cinematic production within East Asia and the eclectic range of media used to represent
these ideas. It will be essential reading for scholars of literature, film studies, and Asian studies, and
for those with an interest in the cultural and sociological implications of the changing definitions and
parameters of the family unit.
  wife in korean language: Mixed Heritage in the Family Carolyn Liebler, Miri Song, 2025-05-15
As interracial unions and multiracial people become more common in the United States,
mixed-heritage people have come to be regarded by some as a bellwether of race relations in the
country. Is the growth of this population a sign that we are now in a post-racial era and our racial
identities no longer impact our daily lives? In Mixed Heritage in the Family,sociologists Carolyn A.
Liebler and Miri Song explore how racially mixed people navigate racial boundaries as they choose
spouses and raise families. Liebler and Song break new ground by being the first to combine and
integrate the study of three aspects of life for people of mixed racial heritage – identity, spouse
choice, and childrearing. This integrated approach reveals how complicated racial identification can
be, and how it can be expressed in one’s choice of partner or in how one raises their children. The
authors draw on census data and interviews with Asian-White, Black-White, and American
Indian/Alaska Native-White mixed people to better understand how their identity choices are related
to their choice of spouse and how they racially identify and raise their children. Increasingly, mixed
people in the United States are identifying with multiple races. However, the authors find that
mixed-race people are not a monolith and that how and why they identify varies considerably
between and within each group. They found several common factors that influenced whether
mixed-race people choose to identify as biracial, solely White, or solely as a racial minority. These
factors include the history of the specific minority race in the U.S., the racial demographics of where
they were raised, their social and cultural exposure to their White and non-White backgrounds, their
attachment to their racial backgrounds, and how they are seen racially by others. The way
mixed-heritage people identify was closely tied to the race of their spouse. However, having a White
spouse did not necessarily mean the mixed-race person felt disconnected from their non-White
heritage. White spouses varied in their racial consciousness and their interest in the culture of their
mixed-race spouse’s minority ancestry. The spouse’s race, and the nature of racial overlap between
the spouses, was also key in the racial upbringing of a mixed-heritage person’s child. In families
where the parents share a minority racial heritage, couples lean into their shared ‘family race’,
which guides their parenting choices and family life. Many mixed heritage parents found it
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important to foster racial pride in their children and combat negative racial stereotypes. Liebler and
Song caution against making superficial predictions about the state of race relations in the U.S.
based on an increase in the multiracial population. They show that race has not become less salient
in the lives of many mixed-race people—American society is not post-racial. Mixed Heritage in the
Family breaks new ground, provides compelling insights in its examination of the lives of mixed-race
people, and shows how complicated racial identification can be.
  wife in korean language: Critical Readings in the History of Christian Mission Martha
Frederiks, Dorottya Nagy, 2021-06-22 This selection of texts introduces students and researchers to
the multi- and interdisciplinary field of mission history. It apprises them with current discussions,
insights and theories. The four parts of this book acquaint the readers with methodological
considerations and recurring themes in the academic study of the history of mission. Part one
revolves around methods, part two documents approaches, while parts three and four consist of
thematic clusters, such as mission and language, medical mission, mission and education, women
and mission, mission and politics, and mission and art. The text-selection represents a wide variety
of disciplines, authors and backgrounds. The texts were chosen because they address the
complexities involved in studying the history of Christian mission. Critical Readings in the History of
Christian Mission is suitable for course-work and other educational purposes.
  wife in korean language: Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Korea James E. Hoare,
2020-10-13 South Korea (Republic of Korea) is the more successful of the two Koreas in both
economic and political terms. Even the Asian economic crisis of 1997–1998, which hit badly, was
weathered successfully, and when the next crisis came along in 2007, South Korea coped better than
many other countries. This economic strength, taken with the steady progress of democratization
since 1987, indicates that when the peninsula is eventually reunified, as one day it probably will be,
a new unified Korea will follow the South Korea model rather than that of North Korea. This fourth
edition of Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Korea contains a chronology, an introduction,
appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced
entries on important personalities as well as aspects of the country’s politics, economy, foreign
relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and
anyone wanting to know more about the Republic of Korea.
  wife in korean language: Global Perspectives on Dialogue in the Classroom Ashmi Desai,
Hoa N. Nguyen, 2022-01-25 This book explores globally-informed, culturally-rooted approaches to
dialogue in the classroom. It seeks to fill gaps in communication and education literature related to
decolonizing dialogue and breaking binaries by decentering Eurocentric perspectives and providing
space for dialogic practices grounded in cultural wealth of students and teachers. We first describe
the book’s genesis, contextualize dialogue within the global impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
share guiding concepts of inclusion, intersectionality, and authenticity in dialogue and pedagogy. We
also distinguish dialogue from other practices and times in which dialogue may not be possible. The
book brings fresh and urgent perspectives from authors across different disciplines, including
ceramics, religious studies, cultural studies, communication, family therapy, and conflict resolution.
The chapters distill the idea of dialogue within contexts like a bible circle, university sculpture
studio, trauma and peacebuilding program, and connect dialogue to teaching, learning, and
emerging ideas of power disruption, in-betweenness, and relationality.
  wife in korean language: Lessons from a Translingual Romance Jieun Kiaer, Hyejeong Ahn,
2023-07-12 Intercultural couples (ICs) often face unique challenges that go unnoticed. This book
delves into the experiences of 20 ICs living in Singapore and explores the complexity of their
experiences through the lens of translanguaging. It shows how ICs mix language and culture in a
borderless manner, not only between spouses but also with their wider families. Additionally, the
authors examine the significance of technological advancements, which have transformed ICs'
experiences over the past decade. In particular, parents-in-law pose a significant challenge for
Asian-Western couples, as the relationship with them in Asia differs from that in the West. Each
couple's unique shared culture and language transcends the borders of nation-states, requiring



exchange, sharing, negotiation, and adaptation. This book provides an easy-to-read, holistic
exploration of the issues faced by ICs, offering insight into overlooked aspects such as location,
in-laws, and technology.
  wife in korean language: Expressions of Gender in the Altaic World Münevver Tekcan,
Oliver Corff, 2021-08-23 This collection of papers explores the facets of gender and sex in history,
language and society of Altaic cultures, reflecting the unique interdisciplinary approach of the PIAC.
It examines the position of women in contemporary Central Asia at large, the expression of gender in
linguistic terms in Mongolian, Manju, Tibetan and Turkic languages, and gender aspects presented
in historical literary monuments as well as in contemporary sources.
  wife in korean language: California. Court of Appeal (2nd Appellate District). Records and
Briefs California (State).,
  wife in korean language: A Many Colored Kingdom Elizabeth Conde-Frazier, S. Steve Kang,
Gary A. Parrett, 2004-03 A Many Colored Kingdom explores Christian formation and teaching in the
church, with a particular focus on intercultural and interethnic relationships.
  wife in korean language: A Linguistic Image of Womanhood in South Korea Jieun Kiaer,
Jiyoung Shin, 2022-12-30 A Linguistic Image of Womanhood in South Korea examines the verbal and
non-verbal techniques used by contemporary South Korean women to navigate their society. South
Korea is extremely hierarchical, and this is expressed through a complex array of different
politeness levels in words, gestures, and behaviours. These hierarchies were formed over 500 years
ago with the introduction of Neo-Confucianism from China, but patriarchal and paternalistic values
still linger in contemporary Korean society. In this book, the authors have coined the term ‘language
cosmetics’ to describe how women in South Korea modify their language and behaviour to conform
to social expectations. The book examines womanhood and femininity as seen in popular Korean
films, K-dramas, and K-pop. The authors note that feminine language and behaviour are not limited
to women (as seen by the practice of aegyo or ‘acting cute’ within Korean boy bands), and they
describe the tensions between gender hierarchy and socioeconomic status (as seen in the powerful
and elegant samonim ladies of K-drama). This book will be informative for those studying and
researching in the fields of Asian studies, cultural studies, linguistics, and East Asian languages,
particularly those analysing how society and gender have an impact upon language.
  wife in korean language: Yun Dong-Ju Song WooHye, U-hye Song, WooHye Song, 2025
Chronicling the life of Korea's National Poet, Yun Dong-ju (1917-1945), Song WooHye explores the
historical and political backgrounds that influenced Yun's development as a poet and a patriot.
Universally acclaimed as the most comprehensive and definitive biography of the poet in South
Korea, and now translated into English by Flora M. Kim, it is an indispensable guide to
understanding Yun Dong-ju and Korea's colonial period. This book is published with the support of
the Literature Translation Institute of Korea (LTI Korea).
  wife in korean language: On Theology John M. Frame, 2023-04-19 Reflections from a prolific
and seasoned theologian John Frame is remarkable for his ability to pair profound thought with lucid
prose. On Theology: Explorations and Controversies gathers concise reflections on wide-ranging
matters of theology, philosophy, and ethics, divided into eight parts: Theological Method The
Thomist Controversy Systematic Theology Essays from Lexham Survey of Theology Essays from The
Gospel Coalition's Concise Theology Philosophy and Apologetics Ethics and Politics Personal
Reflections Whether considering age-old questions or current debates, Frame evokes deep thinking
about Christian theology in a style that is accessible and engaging.
  wife in korean language: Silence in Intercultural Communication Ikuko Nakane,
2007-11-14 How and why is silence used interculturally? Approaching the phenomenon of silence
from multiple perspectives, this book shows how silence is used, perceived and at times
misinterpreted in intercultural communication. Using a model of key aspects of silence in
communication – linguistic, cognitive and sociopsychological – and fundamental levels of social
organization – individual, situational and sociocultural - the book explores the intricate relationship
between perceptions and performance of silence in interaction involving Japanese and Australian



participants. Through a combination of macro- and micro- ethnographic analyses of university
seminar interactions, the stereotypes of the ‘silent East’ is reconsidered, and the tension between
local and sociocultural perspectives of intercultural communication is addressed. The book has
relevance to researchers and students in intercultural pragmatics, discourse analysis and applied
linguistics.
  wife in korean language: Bilingual Brokers Jeehyun Lim, 2017-04-03 Reading Asian American
and Latino literature, Bilingual Brokers traces the shift in attitudes toward bilingualism in postwar
America from the focus on cultural assimilation to that of resource management. Interweaving the
social significance of language as human capital and the literary significance of English as the
language of cultural capital, Jeehyun Lim examines the dual meaning of bilingualism as liability and
asset in relation to anxieties surrounding “new” immigration and globalization. Using the work of
Younghill Kang, Carlos Bulosan, Américo Paredes, Maxine Hong Kingston, Richard Rodriguez,
Chang-rae Lee, Julia Alvarez, and Ha Jin as examples, Lim reveals how bilingual personhood
illustrates a regime of flexible inclusion where an economic calculus of one’s value crystallizes at the
intersections of language and racial difference. By pointing to the nexus of race, capital, and
language as the focal point of postwar negotiations of difference and inclusion, Bilingual Brokers
probes the faultlines of postwar liberalism in conceptualizing and articulating who is and is not
considered to be an American.
  wife in korean language: After-Development Dynamics Anthony P. D'Costa, 2015-07-30 The
South Korean economic development trajectory has been widely studied and is well understood.
From an impoverished war-torn nation, the country has progressed on all fronts, including a ten-fold
increase in per capita income over a 40 year period. It stands out internationally when it comes to
education and politically it has moved away from authoritarianism to a more spirited democratic
system. In short, it seems to have achieved it all. The question then is, what does a country do after
it has attained development? This volume examines Korea's strategic engagement with Asia as a
response to the limits of the home market. Access to new markets and resources in Asia through
exports and foreign investment are critical. Additionally, with Korea's ongoing demographic crisis,
its engagement with foreign workers is also inevitable. After-Development Dynamics explores how
Korea is responding through regional integration, strategic industrial upgrading of exports, foreign
markets and resources, and coping with migrants, including unskilled workers, students, and
professionals. The transfer of Korean business and employment practices through investment to
other countries and accommodating foreigners is not trouble-free. Further, prosperity imposes
demands for increased social welfare, while the workings of contemporary global capitalism
introduce new sources of inequality. Sharing that prosperity with small firms, irregular workers, and
women becomes critical. This volume presents the key internal challenges facing Korean society and
suggests multiple ways to address them as a related response to Korea's after-development
prosperity.
  wife in korean language: Promises of Empowerment Peter H. Smith, Jennifer L. Troutner,
Christine Hünefeldt, 2006-11-13 How and to what degree are women worldwide gaining and using
power? This book offers the first genuinely comparative assessment of this key question by exploring
the conditions, actions, and accomplishments of women in Latin America and Asia. Encompassing 60
percent of the world's population and experiencing far-reaching transformations, these two regions
offer a vital window into our understanding of the experiences of women globally. Revealing both
basic similarities and fundamental differences, this volume offers thoughtful insights about the
changing conditions of women, on the one hand, and, on the other, about patterns of social change
throughout Asia and Latin America.
  wife in korean language: The Language of Asian Gestures Jieun Kiaer, Loli Kim,
2024-03-29 The Language of Asian Gestures explores Asian gestures as a non-verbal language
within the context of films and dramas. This book provides a cross-cultural Asian perspective on a
range of important common gestures and their meanings, covering a range of Asian regions
including Korea, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, the



Philippines, India, and Pakistan. While most studies focus on text-based communication, gestures
find themselves overshadowed by text and speech. Asian gestures, too, often reside in the shadow of
Eurocentric viewpoints. This book will shift this dynamic and amplify the voices that have typically
been marginalised within 20th-century Eurocentric discussions. The book will be informative for
students and researchers interested in Asian languages, cultures, film studies, and pragmatics. It
bridges the gap between words and gestures, unveiling a world of concealed meanings and
enriching our understanding of diverse forms of expression.
  wife in korean language: Handbook of Research on Effective Marketing in Contemporary
Globalism Christiansen, Bryan, Yıldız, Salih, Yıldız, Emel, 2014-06-30 The 21st century has brought
about many changes in the economic realm due to acceleration of globalization. The competitive
landscape in numerous areas must always be reinvented to account for these changes, therefore
making different marketing efforts a requirement for long-term success. The Handbook of Research
on Effective Marketing in Contemporary Globalism provides readers with an understanding of the
importance of marketing products and services across different cultures and languages in an era of
high global competition. Intensified globalization, shifting demographics, and rapid innovations in
technology and productivity solidify this publication's importance to scholar-practitioners, business
executives, and undergraduate/graduate students.
  wife in korean language: Multicultural Challenges and Redefining Identity in East Asia
Nam-Kook Kim, 2016-04-15 Globalization and increased migration have brought both new
opportunities and new tensions to traditional East Asian societies. Multicultural Challenges and
Redefining Identity in East Asia draws together a wide range of distinguished local scholars to
discuss multiculturalism and the changing nature of social identity in East Asia. Regional specialists
review specific events and situations in China, Korea, Japan, Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore, Taiwan,
Malaysia, Indonesia, and the Philippines to provide a focus on life as it is lived at the local level
whilst also tracing macro discourses on the national issues affected by multiculturalism and identity.
The contributors look at the uneven multicultural development across these different countries and
how to bridge the gap between locality and universality. They examine how ethnic majorities and
minorities can achieve individual rights, exert civic responsibility, and explain how to construct a
deliberative framework to make sustainable democracy possible. This book considers the emergence
of a new cross-national network designed to address multicultural challenges and imagines an East
Asian community with shared values of individual dignity and multicultural diversity. With strong
empirical support it puts forward a regulative ideal by which a new paradigm for multicultural
coexistence and regional cooperation can be realized.
  wife in korean language: Young Women in Japan Kaori H. Okano, 2009-02-19 This book
examines young women in Japan, focusing in particular on their transitions to adulthood, their
conceptions of adulthood and relations with Japanese society more generally. It considers important
aspects of the transition to adulthood including employment, marriage, divorce, childbirth and
custody.
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