william bendix political science

william bendix political science represents a significant area of study
within the broader field of political theory and public administration. This
article explores the contributions, theories, and academic influence of
William Bendix in the discipline of political science. As a notable figure,
Bendix'’'s work has illuminated various aspects of governance, policy analysis,
and political behavior, which continue to shape contemporary discussions.
Understanding his methodologies and findings offers valuable insights into
political systems, institutional dynamics, and the role of public
bureaucracies. This comprehensive overview includes an examination of
Bendix's key theories, his impact on political science education, and the
practical applications of his research. The article will also discuss the
historical context of his work and its relevance in modern political
discourse. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections
covered.
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Biography and Academic Background of William
Bendix

William Bendix was an influential scholar whose academic journey laid the
groundwork for his contributions to political science. Born in the early 20th
century, Bendix pursued extensive studies in political theory, public
administration, and sociology. His academic path included advanced degrees
from prestigious institutions, where he specialized in political structures
and governance models. Bendix’'s interdisciplinary approach enabled him to
integrate insights from economics, law, and sociology into political science,
enhancing the field’s analytical frameworks. Throughout his career, he held
various teaching and research positions, contributing to both theoretical and
applied political science. His academic background equipped him to address
complex political phenomena with rigor and clarity.



Key Contributions to Political Science

William Bendix’s contributions to political science span numerous areas,
emphasizing the intersection of governance, bureaucracy, and political
behavior. His research provided critical perspectives on how political
institutions function and adapt in democratic societies. Bendix 1is
particularly noted for his analysis of bureaucratic organization and the role
of public officials in policy implementation. He challenged traditional views
by proposing more dynamic models of administration that account for social
and political influences. Additionally, Bendix’s work on political
participation and voter behavior offered valuable insights into democratic
engagement and electoral processes. His scholarship enriched the
understanding of state-society relations and the mechanisms through which
political power is exercised and maintained.

Analysis of Bureaucratic Structures

Bendix explored the complexities of bureaucratic organizations, focusing on
their efficiency, accountability, and responsiveness. He argued that
bureaucracies are not merely administrative machines but are influenced by
political pressures and social contexts. This perspective advanced the study
of public administration by highlighting the importance of flexibility and
adaptability within government agencies.

Studies on Political Behavior

Through empirical research, Bendix examined how citizens interact with
political systems, emphasizing factors that motivate political participation
and engagement. His findings contributed to the development of behavioral
political science, which looks beyond formal institutions to understand the
attitudes and actions of individuals within the political sphere.

Theories and Models Developed by William Bendix

William Bendix introduced several theoretical frameworks that have been
integrated into mainstream political science discourse. His models often
combined elements of institutional analysis with behavioral insights,
creating a holistic approach to studying politics. One of his prominent
theories addresses the relationship between political authority and
bureaucratic autonomy, proposing that effective governance requires a balance
between control and discretion. Bendix’'s work also includes models of
political legitimacy, emphasizing the role of public trust and institutional
performance in sustaining democratic regimes. These theories have been
instrumental in shaping policy analysis and administrative reforms worldwide.

Political Authority and Bureaucratic Autonomy

This model examines the tension between elected officials and career
bureaucrats, suggesting that governance effectiveness depends on negotiated



boundaries. Bendix posited that excessive control stifles bureaucratic
innovation, while too much autonomy risks detachment from political
accountability.

Models of Political Legitimacy

Bendix theorized that legitimacy is both a product of institutional
performance and public perception. He highlighted the importance of
transparent governance and consistent policy delivery in maintaining
citizens’ trust and compliance.

Impact on Political Science Education

William Bendix's influence extends beyond research to the realm of political
science education. He played a pivotal role in curriculum development,
advocating for interdisciplinary approaches that combine theory, empirical
methods, and practical skills. His textbooks and academic papers have been
widely adopted in universities, shaping the training of future political
scientists and public administrators. Bendix emphasized critical thinking and
the application of scientific methods in political analysis, encouraging
students to engage with real-world political challenges. His educational
philosophy underscored the need for scholars to be both analytically rigorous
and socially conscious.

Curriculum Innovation

Bendix promoted the integration of political theory, comparative politics,
and public administration in academic programs. This approach fostered a
well-rounded understanding of political systems and governance.

Pedagogical Contributions

He developed case studies and empirical research exercises that enhanced
experiential learning, enabling students to apply theoretical concepts to
practical political problems.

Applications of Bendix’s Work in Public
Administration

The practical implications of William Bendix's research have been significant
in the field of public administration. His insights into bureaucratic
dynamics and political oversight have informed administrative reforms and
policy design. Government agencies have utilized Bendix'’'s frameworks to
improve organizational efficiency, transparency, and responsiveness. His work
has also influenced the development of performance measurement systems and
accountability mechanisms within the public sector. By emphasizing the
interplay between political leadership and administrative execution, Bendix's
contributions have helped bridge the gap between policy formulation and



implementation.

Enhancement of bureaucratic accountability

Development of adaptive administrative structures

Implementation of performance-based management systems

Promotion of citizen engagement in governance processes

Advocacy for ethical standards in public service

Administrative Reforms Inspired by Bendix

Bendix'’'s ideas on flexible bureaucracy have guided reforms aimed at
decentralizing authority and fostering innovation within public agencies.
These reforms have sought to balance efficiency with democratic
responsiveness.

Policy Implementation Strategies

His research emphasized the importance of aligning political goals with
administrative capacities, ensuring that policies are effectively executed
and achieve intended outcomes.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The legacy of William Bendix in political science endures through ongoing
scholarship and practical application. His theories continue to inform
contemporary debates on governance, bureaucratic reform, and democratic
legitimacy. In an era marked by rapid political change and complex
administrative challenges, Bendix'’'s work offers valuable tools for analyzing
institutional dynamics and designing resilient political systems. Scholars
and practitioners alike draw upon his insights to address issues such as
public trust, accountability, and the balance of power within government. The
continued relevance of William Bendix political science attests to the depth
and adaptability of his contributions across decades of political evolution.

Influence on Modern Political Theory

Current research in institutionalism and democratic theory often references
Bendix'’'s frameworks, demonstrating his lasting impact on the
conceptualization of political authority and governance.

Ongoing Application in Public Policy

Policy makers and public administrators utilize Bendix's models to navigate
the complexities of modern governance, ensuring that administrative



structures remain effective and responsive to citizen needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was William Bendix and what is his significance
in political science?

William Bendix was primarily known as an American actor rather than a
political scientist. There is no significant contribution or notable presence
of William Bendix in the field of political science.

Are there any political theories or concepts
attributed to William Bendix?

No political theories or concepts are attributed to William Bendix. His
career was centered around acting, and he is not recognized within political
science literature.

Is William Bendix associated with any political
science research or publications?

There are no records of William Bendix being involved in political science
research or academic publications.

Could William Bendix be confused with a political
scientist of a similar name?

It is possible that William Bendix is confused with another individual in
political science, but there is no well-known political scientist by that
exact name.

What are some common misconceptions about William
Bendix in relation to political science?

A common misconception is that William Bendix, the actor, had contributions
to political science, which is incorrect. His professional work was in
entertainment, not academia.

Where can I find credible information about
political scientists named William?

To find credible information about political scientists named William, you
can explore academic databases like JSTOR, Google Scholar, or university
faculty pages.



Additional Resources

1. William Bendix and the Foundations of Political Science

This book explores the significant contributions of William Bendix to the
field of political science. It delves into his theories on governance, power
structures, and political behavior, highlighting how his work has influenced
contemporary political analysis. The author also examines Bendix'’s
interdisciplinary approach, combining sociology and political theory.

2. The Political Philosophy of William Bendix

Focusing on Bendix’'s political philosophy, this book analyzes his views on
democracy, authority, and social justice. It presents a detailed critique of
his ideas within the context of 20th-century political thought. Readers will
gain insight into Bendix’'s unique perspectives on the balance between
individual rights and state power.

3. Governance and Society: Insights from William Bendix

This volume investigates how Bendix’'s work addresses the relationship between
governance systems and societal structures. It covers his analysis of
institutional dynamics and political legitimacy. The book also discusses the
practical implications of Bendix’s theories for modern policymakers.

4. Power and Politics: The Legacy of William Bendix

Examining Bendix’'s conceptualization of power in political settings, this
book traces the evolution of his ideas on political authority and influence.
It includes case studies showcasing the application of Bendix’'s theories in
various political regimes. The author highlights the enduring relevance of
Bendix'’'s work in understanding contemporary political power struggles.

5. William Bendix’s Contributions to Comparative Politics

This book provides a comprehensive overview of Bendix'’'s role in advancing the
field of comparative politics. It explores his methodologies for comparing
political systems and his insights into political development and stability.
The text is essential for students and scholars interested in comparative
political analysis.

6. Social Change and Political Theory: William Bendix’s Perspective

Here, the focus is on Bendix’'s analysis of social change and its impact on
political institutions. The book discusses his theories on modernization,
revolution, and reform. It offers a nuanced understanding of how Bendix
viewed the interplay between societal transformation and political evolution.

7. Political Institutions and Behavior: A Study Inspired by William Bendix
This book investigates the connection between political institutions and
individual behavior through the lens of Bendix’'s research. It covers topics
such as political participation, public opinion, and institutional design.
The author draws on Bendix’s interdisciplinary approach to explain complex
political phenomena.

8. Democracy and Authority in the Thought of William Bendix
Analyzing Bendix'’'s perspectives on democracy and authority, this book



explores the tensions and harmonies between these concepts in his work. It
considers his arguments about the role of authority in sustaining democratic
governance. The book serves as a critical resource for understanding the
challenges of democratic theory.

9. William Bendix: A Political Scientist’s Intellectual Journey

This biographical and intellectual history traces the life and academic
career of William Bendix. It highlights key moments that shaped his political
theories and scholarly contributions. Readers will appreciate the context
behind Bendix’'s influential writings and their lasting impact on political
science.
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william bendix political science: The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress Eric
Schickler, Frances E. Lee, 2013-03-14 No legislature in the world has a greater influence over its
nation's public affairs than the US Congress. The Congress's centrality in the US system of
government has placed research on Congress at the heart of scholarship on American politics.
Generations of American government scholars working in a wide range of methodological traditions
have focused their analysis on understanding Congress, both as a lawmaking and a representative
institution. The purpose of this volume is to take stock of this impressive and diverse literature,
identifying areas of accomplishment and promising directions for future work. The editors have
commissioned 37 chapters by leading scholars in the field, each chapter critically engages the
scholarship focusing on a particular aspect of congressional politics, including the institution's
responsiveness to the American public, its procedures and capacities for policymaking, its internal
procedures and development, relationships between the branches of government, and the scholarly
methodologies for approaching these topics. The Handbook also includes chapters addressing timely
questions, including partisan polarization, congressional war powers, and the supermajoritarian
procedures of the contemporary Senate. Beyond simply bringing readers up to speed on the current
state of research, the volume offers critical assessments of how each literature has progressed - or
failed to progress - in recent decades. The chapters identify the major questions posed by each line
of research and assess the degree to which the answers developed in the literature are persuasive.
The goal is not simply to tell us where we have been as a field, but to set an agenda for research on
Congress for the next decade. The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a set of reference
books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state of scholarship on American
politics. Each volume focuses on a particular aspect of the field. The project is under the General
Editorship of George C. Edwards III, and distinguished specialists in their respective fields edit each
volume. The Handbooks aim not just to report on the discipline, but also to shape it as scholars
critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose directions in which it needs to move. The
series is an indispensable reference for anyone working in American politics. General Editor for The
Oxford Handbooks of American Politics: George C. Edwards III

william bendix political science: The Oxford Handbook of Deliberative Democracy André


https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-804/pdf?docid=HJa56-1759&title=william-bendix-political-science.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-305/Book?docid=HXM06-9532&title=frederick-md-historical-society.pdf
https://admin.nordenson.com/archive-library-305/Book?docid=HXM06-9532&title=frederick-md-historical-society.pdf

Bachtiger, John S. Dryzek, Jane Mansbridge, Mark E. Warren, 2018-08-30 Deliberative democracy
has been one of the main games in contemporary political theory for two decades, growing
enormously in size and importance in political science and many other disciplines. The Oxford
Handbook of Deliberative Democracy takes stock of deliberative democracy as a research field, in
philosophy, in various research programmes in the social sciences and law, and in political practice
around the globe. It provides a concise history of deliberative ideals in political thought and
discusses their philosophical origins. The Handbook locates deliberation in political systems with
different spaces, publics, and venues, including parliaments, courts, governance networks, protests,
mini-publics, old and new media, and everyday talk. It engages with practical applications, mapping
deliberation as a reform movement and as a device for conflict resolution, documenting the practice
and study of deliberative democracy around the world and in global governance.

william bendix political science: The Politics of Legislative Debates Hanna Back, Marc Debus,
Jorge M. Fernandes, 2021-10-07 Legislative debates make democracy and representation work.
Political actors engage in legislative debates to make their voice heard to voters. Parties use debates
to shore up their brand. This book makes the most comprehensive study of legislative debates thus
far, looking at the politics of legislative debates in 33 liberal democracies in Europe, North America
and Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Oceania. The book begins with theoretical chapters focused on
the key concepts in the study of legislative debates. Michael Laver, Slapin and Proksch, and Taylor
examine the politics of legislative debates in parliamentary and presidential democracies.
Subsequently, Goplerud makes a critical review of the methodological challenges in the study of
legislative debates. Schwalbach and Rauh further discuss the difficulties in the comparative
empirical study of debates. Country-chapters offer a wealth of original material organized around
structured sections. Each chapter begins with a details discussion of the institutional design,
focusing on the electoral system, legislative organization, and party parties, to which a section on
the formal and informal rules of legislative debates ensues. Next, each country chapter focuses on
analyzing the determinants of floor access, with a particular emphasis on the role of gender,
seniority, legislative party positions, among others. In the concluding chapter, the editors explore
comparative patterns and point out to multiple research avenues opened by this edited volume. The
Oxford Politics of Institutions series is designed to provide in-depth coverage of research on a
specific political institution. Each volume includes a mix of theoretical contributions, state-of-the-art
research review chapters, comparative empirical chapters, country case study chapters, and
chapters aimed at practitioners. Typically, the majority of chapters in each volume comprises of
country studies written by country experts. Volumes in the series are aimed at political scientists,
students in political science programmes, social scientists more generally, and policy practitioners.
Series editors: Shane Martin, Anthony King Chair in Comparative Government and Head of the
Department of Government, University of Essex; and Sona N. Golder, Professor of Politics,
Department of Political Science, Pennsylvania State University.

william bendix political science: Congress and U.S. Foreign Policy Ralph G. Carter, ,
James M. Scott, 2021-06-03 In Congress and U.S. Foreign Policy, leading scholars examine the
foreign policy activity, role and influence of the U.S. Congress in the current polarized and partisan
political context. Challenging conventional views, the contributors reveal how members of Congress
have been active and assertive, utilizing numerous different means to influence US foreign policy,
sometimes supporting and sometimes opposing the President. The contributors provide in-depth
analysis and expert perspectives on the issues, decisions, and debates that have arisen across
multiple presidential administrations in the polarized political context since the end of the Cold War.
This polarized environment greatly increases the conflict among, and complicates the ability of,
policymakers to reach compromises, much less consensus, on the appropriate ends and means of US
foreign policy. This timely and cohesive reassessment of the tumultuous years of the most recent
presidential administrations focuses analytical attention on the patterns of engagement between
Congress and the President and the range of avenues and influence by the collective institution and
its individual members. It thus sheds light on the role and behavior of Congress and its members in



US foreign policy as a vital aspect of understanding how and why the US chooses its policy courses
toward the world.

william bendix political science: New Directions in Congressional Politics Jamie L. Carson,
Michael S. Lynch, 2020-03-26 As the U.S. Congress has steadily evolved since the Founding of our
nation, so too has our understanding of the institution. The second edition of New Directions in
Congressional Politics offers an accessible overview of the current developments in our
understanding of America’s legislative branch. Jamie L. Carson and Michael S. Lynch help students
bridge the gap between roles, rules, and outcomes by focusing on a variety of thematic issues: the
importance of electoral considerations, legislators’ strategic behavior to accomplish objectives, the
unique challenges of Congress as a bicameral institution in a polarized environment, and the
often-overlooked policy outputs of the institution. This book brings together leading scholars of
Congress to provide a general overview of the entire field. Each chapter covers the cutting-edge
developments on its respective topic. As the political institution responsible for enacting laws, the
American public regularly looks to the U.S. Congress to address the important issues of the day. The
contributors in this volume help explain why staying atop the research trends helps us better
understand these issues in the ever-changing field of American politics. New to the Second Edition
New and updated chapters highlighting party recruitment, redistricting, women in Congress, the
nationalization of Congressional elections, and the reassertion of Congressional oversight. A first
look at Congressional-executive relations in the Trump era. Updated data through the 2018 Midterm
elections.

william bendix political science: Polarization and US Foreign Policy Gordon M. Friedrichs,
Jordan Tama, 2024-06-27 Polarization in the United States has been on the rise for several decades.
In this context, few observers expect politics today to stop “at the water’s edge,” as the old cliché
goes. But key questions about the relationship between polarization and US foreign policy remain to
be fully answered. To what extent are American ideas about foreign policy now polarized along
partisan lines? How is polarization changing the foreign policy behavior of the US Congress and
President? And how is polarization altering the effectiveness of US foreign policy and influencing
America’s role in the world? This edited volume explores these questions and more, bringing
together existing knowledge as well as considering how the political dynamics and execution of US
foreign policy may evolve in the years ahead.

william bendix political science: Persuasion, Integration, and Deliberative Democracy
Graham Wright, 2024-10-31 It is easy to be in favor of a government that reflects the will of people
you like. It is more difficult to be in favor of a government that reflects the will of people you hate.
But this is precisely what democracy requires of us. And one of the most serious threats facing
democracy today, in the United States and around the world, is the discomfort that many citizens
feel toward this core democratic principle: that even those citizens we think of as evil, deluded, or
simply wrong should still be allowed a say in what their own government does. Perhaps the best
hope of resolving this tension can be found in the idea of deliberative democracy, which sees a
particular form of non-coercive dialogue as an essential component of democratic governance. But in
this book, Graham Wright argues that the traditional approach to deliberation through persuasion
faces serious challenges that may limit its potential in exactly the situations where the threats to
democracy are greatest. Instead, he argues that an alternative method of deliberation based on the
process of “integration,” as described by the early 20th-century philosopher Mary Parker Follett, can
do a better job of navigating these challenges, and can help us make democratic decisions that
better reflect the will of the whole people. Persuasion, Integration, and Deliberative Democracy: The
Will of the Whole is a fresh approach to debates about the challenges of democracy, and the value of
democratic deliberation. For anyone wanting to understand the dangers facing deeply divided
societies, this is an essential read.

william bendix political science: Putting People Back in Politics Edward Schneier,
2018-02-27 Seldom in America has there been a greater outburst of activism than that following the
2016 elections. Many millions have demonstrated, organized, and contributed to the causes of




peace, justice, and good government. Most of them are wasting their time. This short book offers a
guide to effective political action. While there are few clear rules of political efficacy, there are ways
of doing things that manifestly work better than others. What I have tried to do in this short book is
to make the sometimes arcane works of scholars and practitioners accessible to a wider audience. As
campaigns and elections become increasingly professionalized and money-oriented, real reform is
possible when we put ordinary people back in politics. Here is how.

william bendix political science: Accountability Reconsidered Charles M. Cameron, Brandice
Canes-Wrone, Sanford C. Gordon, Gregory A. Huber, 2023-02-16 The last two decades have
witnessed a substantial change in the media environment, growing polarization of the two dominant
parties, and increasing inequality of wealth and income. These profound changes necessitate
updating our understanding of political accountability. Accountability Reconsidered examines how
political accountability functions in the US today given the dramatic changes in voting behavior,
media, congressional dynamics, and relations between branches. With particular attention to
policymaking, this volume uses original research to analyze micro-foundations of voter behavior,
examining its implications for incentives and offering insight into the accountability relationships
among voters, interest groups, legislators, and government bureaucracy. Combining contributions
from leading experts who write about the political system synoptically with those who focus on
specific elements, Accountability Reconsidered brings together distinct perspectives to focus on the
effect of the informational environment on government officials, bridging up-to-date knowledge
about accountability mechanisms with our overall understanding of political accountability.

william bendix political science: The Oxford Handbook of Legislative Studies Shane Martin,
Thomas Saalfeld, Kaare W. Strem, 2014-06-19 Legislatures are political bodies essential to
democracy and the rule of law. They present social scientists with numerous intriguing puzzles, with
far-reaching implications for our understanding of political institutions. Why, and how, have these
ancient assemblies, established in pre-democratic times, survived the transition to mass
democracies? How have they adapted? How do they structure such processes as budgeting,
legislation, and executive oversight? How do their members get selected, and what consequences
flow from differences in these rules? What roles do committees and political parties play in
contemporary legislatures? What functions do legislatures perform in autocratic, semi-democratic or
recently democratized societies? What explains the similarities and differences in legislative rules,
powers and recruitment? What are the policy and other consequences of variation in how
legislatures are organized and function? The 33 chapters in The Oxford Handbook of Legislative
Studies, written by 47 of the most distinguished legislative scholars, provide a comprehensive and
up-to-date description and assessment of the state of the art in legislative studies. Key themes
explored include theoretical paradigms and methodological approaches to the study of legislatures,
representation and legislative careers, internal organization, the role of parties within legislatures
and the role of legislatures in policy making and accountability. The Handbook also explores the
emergence of parliaments in historical and contemporary contexts, including new democracies and
trans-national institutions.

william bendix political science: US Defense Politics Harvey M. Sapolsky, Eugene Gholz,
Caitlin Talmadge, 2020-12-30 This book provides an accessible overview of US defense politics for
upper-level students. This new edition has been updated and revised, with new material on the
Trump Administration and Space Force. Analyzing the ways in which the United States prepares for
war, the authors demonstrate how political and organizational interests determine US defense policy
and warn against over-emphasis on planning, centralization, and technocracy. Focusing on the
process of defense policy-making rather than just the outcomes of that process, US Defense Politics
departs from the traditional style of many textbooks. Designed to help students understand the
practical side of American national security policy, the book examines the following key themes: US
grand strategy; the roles of the president and the Congress in controlling the military; organizational
interests and civil-military relations; who joins America's military; what happens to veterans after
wars; how and why weapons are bought; the management of defense and intra- and inter-service



relations; public attitudes toward the military; homeland security and the intelligence community.
The fourth edition will be essential reading for students of US defense politics, national security
policy, and homeland security, and highly recommended for students of US foreign policy, public
policy, and public administration.

william bendix political science: Inside Congressional Committees Maya Kornberg,
2023-02-07 Shortlisted, 2024-2025 W.J.M. MacKenzie Book Prize, Political Studies Association It is
widely believed that Congress has broken down. Media accounts present the storied legislature as
thoroughly gridlocked, paralyzed by partisan rancor. Political scientists find that Congress is passing
fewer laws and spending less time on legislative work. Which parts of a supposedly dysfunctional
legislature continue to function? Maya L. Kornberg examines the legislative process beyond voting
patterns, emphasizing the crucial role of congressional committee hearings. In committees,
lawmakers hear from expert witnesses, legislators revise and discuss bills before bringing them to a
vote, and the public has an opportunity to engage with Congress. Kornberg scrutinizes the inner
workings of committees—the different types of witnesses who testify, the varied hearings Congress
holds, and the distinct effects that committee work has on congresspeople. She deploys original
mixed-methods datasets that span from insider interviews to sentiment analysis examining the
language used in hearings. Kornberg evaluates how committees operate and the conditions affecting
their performance, finding that committee work can be more deliberative and productive than the
politics of the Congress floor. Through a comprehensive exploration of who committees hear from
and how they listen, this book demonstrates that Congress is not as dysfunctional as is often
claimed. Inside Congressional Committees also suggests timely reforms based on these findings that
can strengthen Congress.

william bendix political science: Governing in a Polarized Age Alan S. Gerber, Eric Schickler,
2017-02-27 This volume provides an in-depth examination of representation and legislative
performance in contemporary American politics.

william bendix political science: Congress Overwhelmed Timothy M. LaPira, Lee Drutman,
Kevin R. Kosar, 2020-12-21 Congress today is falling short. Fewer bills, worse oversight, and more
dysfunction. But why? In a new volume of essays, the contributors investigate an underappreciated
reason Congress is struggling: it doesn’t have the internal capacity to do what our constitutional
system requires of it. Leading scholars chronicle the institutional decline of Congress and the
decades-long neglect of its own internal investments in the knowledge and expertise necessary to
perform as a first-rate legislature. Today’s legislators and congressional committees have
fewer—and less expert and experienced—staff than the executive branch or K Street. This leaves
them at the mercy of lobbyists and the administrative bureaucracy. The essays in Congress
Overwhelmed assess Congress’s declining capacity and explore ways to upgrade it. Some provide
broad historical scope. Others evaluate the current decay and investigate how Congress manages
despite the obstacles. Collectively, they undertake the most comprehensive, sophisticated appraisal
of congressional capacity to date, and they offer a new analytical frame for thinking about—and
improving—our underperforming first branch of government.

william bendix political science: Congress in Reverse Jordan M. Ragusa, Nathaniel A.
Birkhead, 2020-08-10 After years of divided government, countless Republicans campaigned on a
promise to repeal the Affordable Care Act, better known as Obamacare. Yet when they took control
of both chambers of Congress and the White House in 2017—after six years that included more than
fifty symbolic votes and innumerable pledges—they failed to repeal the bulk of the law. Pundits were
shocked, and observers and political scientists alike were stuck looking for an explanation. What
made Obamacare so hard to repeal? And in a larger sense: What explains why some laws are
repealed, and yet others endure in spite of considerable efforts? Are repeals different from
law-making or do they mirror one another? Why are repeals more likely at some times than others?
What theories of legislative behavior and policymaking explain when repeals happen? Congress in
Reverse is the first book to attempt to answer these questions. Jordan M. Ragusa and Nathaniel A.
Birkhead examine when and why existing statutes are successfully “undone,” arguing that repeals



are most common when the parties are united on the issue—which was not the case when it came to
Obamacare for the Republican Party—and the majority party wins control of Congress after a long
stint in the minority. By shifting focus from the making of laws to their un-making, Congress in
Reverse opens up a new arena for studying legislative activity in Congress.

william bendix political science: Breaking the Two-party Doom Loop Lee Drutman, 2020
American democracy is in crisis, but nobody seems to know what to do about it. Breaking the
Two-Party Doom Loop offers a big and bold plan. The true crisis of American democracy is that two
parties are too few. Deftly weaving together history, theory and political science research, Drutman
shows the only to break the binary, zero-sum toxic partisanship is to break it apart. America needs
more partisanship, rather than less, but in the form of more parties. In this wide-ranging, learned,
but highly accessible book, Drutman charts an exciting path forward that might just save the
country.

william bendix political science: Congress and Its Members Roger H. Davidson, Walter J.
Oleszek, Frances E. Lee, Eric Schickler, James M. Curry, 2021-08-23 The Gold Standard for
Congress Courses for Over Thirty Years Congress and Its Members offers comprehensive coverage
of the U.S. Congress and the legislative process by examining the tension between Congress as a
lawmaking institution and as a collection of politicians constantly seeking re-election. The highly
anticipated Eighteenth Edition considers the 2020 elections, the final years of the Trump
administration, and first 100 days of the Biden Administration while discussing the agenda of the
new Congress, White House-Capitol Hill relations, party and committee leadership changes, judicial
appointments, and partisan polarization, in addition to covering changes to budgeting, campaign
finance, lobbying, public attitudes about Congress, reapportionment, rules, and procedures. Always
balancing great scholarship with currency, this bestseller features lively case material along with
relevant data, charts, exhibits, maps, and photos. New and updated material for the 18th edition
includes: Analysis of the 2020 congressional elections, including increased nationalization, regional
shifts, and member turnover Data on the diversity of the new Congress in terms of race, ethnicity,
gender, and professional background Explanation of recent Supreme Court rulings on partisan
gerrymandering Overview of the post-2020 census reapportionment of House seats and prospects
for partisan gerrymandering Effects of the 2020 coronavirus pandemic on congressional campaigns,
election administration, congressional rules and procedures, lobbying, and federal budget politics.
The post-2020 politics of organizing a 50-50 Senate and prospects of Senate filibuster reform
Congress’s return to earmarks and other adjustments to congressional rules and procedures The
Biden administration’s approach to trade and diplomacy and its effects on congressional politics
Coverage of the January 6, 2021 attack on the Capitol and what it says about Congress’s relationship
with the public and its role in American democracy Updated data on public opinion of Congress and
Congress’s productivity as a lawmaking institution A new concluding chapter reflecting on
Congress’s institutional strengths and weaknesses Fresh examples and illustrations in every chapter
relating concepts to recent events and contemporary members

william bendix political science: American Political Culture Michael Shally-Jensen, Mark ]J.
Rozell, Ted G. Jelen, 2015-04-28 This all-encompassing encyclopedia provides a broad perspective on
U.S. politics, culture, and society, but also goes beyond the facts to consider the myths, ideals, and
values that help shape and define the nation. Demonstrating that political culture is equally rooted
in public events, internal debates, and historical experiences, this unique, three-volume
encyclopedia examines an exceptionally broad range of factors shaping modern American politics,
including popular belief, political action, and the institutions of power and authority. Readers will
see how political culture is shaped by the attitudes, opinions, and behaviors of Americans, and how it
affects those things in return. The set also addresses the issue of American exceptionalism and
examines the nation's place in the world, both historically and in the 21st century. Essays cover
pressing matters like congressional gridlock, energy policy, abortion politics, campaign finance,
Supreme Court rulings, immigration, crime and punishment, and globalization. Social and cultural
issues such as religion, war, inequality, and privacy rights are discussed as well. Perhaps most




intriguingly, the encyclopedia surveys the fierce ongoing debate between different political camps
over the nation's historical development, its present identity, and its future course. By exploring
both fact and mythology, the work will enable students to form a broad yet nuanced understanding
of the full range of forces and issues affecting—and affected by—the political process.

william bendix political science: Proceedings of the Academy of Political Science in the City
of New York , 1914

william bendix political science: Congress Reconsidered Lawrence C. Dodd, Bruce I.
Oppenheimer, C. Lawrence Evans, 2020-12-03 Since its first edition, Congress Reconsidered was
designed to make available the best contemporary work from leading congressional scholars in a
form that is both challenging and accessible to undergraduates. With their Twelfth Edition,
Lawrence C. Dodd, Bruce I. Oppenheimer, and C. Lawrence Evans continue this tradition as their
contributors focus on how various aspects of Congress have changed over time: C. Lawrence Evans
partners with Wendy Schiller to discuss the U.S. Senate and the meaning of dysfunction; Molly E.
Reynolds analyzes the politics of the budget and appropriations process in a polarized Congress; and
Danielle M. Thomsen looks at the role of women and voter preferences in the 2018 elections. With a
strong new focus on political polarization, this bestselling volume remains on the cutting edge with
key insights into the workings of Congress.
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