willow creek church global leadership
summit

willow creek church global leadership summit is a premier annual event that
brings together leaders from various sectors to foster growth, innovation,
and effective leadership strategies. Established by Willow Creek Community
Church, this summit has become a significant platform for leadership
development, featuring renowned speakers, interactive workshops, and a
collaborative environment for leaders worldwide. The event focuses on
practical leadership skills, personal growth, and organizational
transformation, making it an invaluable resource for pastors, business
executives, nonprofit leaders, and community organizers. Attendees gain
insights into emerging leadership trends, learn from global experts, and
engage in meaningful networking opportunities. This article explores the
history, structure, key speakers, and benefits of the Willow Creek Church
Global Leadership Summit, highlighting its impact on leadership development
across diverse fields. A detailed overview of the summit’s unique features
and participation guidelines follows in the sections below.

e History and Evolution of the Willow Creek Church Global Leadership
Summit

e Key Features and Structure of the Summit
e Notable Speakers and Thought Leaders
e Tmpact and Benefits for Attendees

e How to Participate in the Summit

History and Evolution of the Willow Creek
Church Global Leadership Summit

The Willow Creek Church Global Leadership Summit was founded in 1995 by Bill
Hybels and the leadership team at Willow Creek Community Church in South
Barrington, Illinois. Originally designed to equip church leaders with
practical tools for ministry growth, the summit quickly expanded to attract a
broader audience interested in leadership development across various sectors.
Over the years, the summit has evolved into an international event, hosted in
numerous countries, and attended by tens of thousands of leaders globally.
The focus has consistently been on inspiring and equipping leaders to create
positive change in their organizations and communities.

Origins and Founding Vision

The founding vision behind the Willow Creek Church Global Leadership Summit
was to create a resource that would empower local church leaders with
innovative leadership principles and practical strategies. Recognizing a gap
in leadership training that was both accessible and relevant, Willow Creek
leaders sought to bring together the best minds in leadership to share their



insights. This wvision has since expanded beyond church leadership to
encompass a wide range of leadership challenges faced by organizations
worldwide.

Growth into a Global Movement

From a regional event, the summit grew rapidly as word spread about its high-
quality content and impactful experiences. Today, the Willow Creek Church
Global Leadership Summit is hosted in over 120 countries and reaches hundreds
of thousands of leaders through live events and digital platforms. This
growth reflects the universal need for effective leadership development and
the summit’s ability to adapt its content to diverse cultural contexts.

Key Features and Structure of the Summit

The Willow Creek Church Global Leadership Summit is characterized by a
structured format that combines keynote presentations, interactive workshops,
and networking opportunities. The event typically spans two days and is
designed to foster both learning and practical application of leadership
principles. The summit’s structure emphasizes engagement, reflection, and
skill acquisition.

Agenda and Format

The agenda usually includes multiple keynote sessions delivered by renowned
leadership experts, followed by breakout workshops that provide deeper
exploration of specific topics. Participants have opportunities to engage in
Q&A sessions, panel discussions, and group activities to enhance their
understanding and apply new concepts to their leadership roles.

Interactive Workshops and Breakout Sessions

Workshops at the summit focus on critical leadership skills such as
communication, team building, conflict resolution, and strategic planning.
These sessions are designed to be highly interactive, encouraging
participants to share experiences and collaborate on solutions. The practical
nature of these workshops ensures that attendees leave with actionable
strategies to implement in their organizations.

Networking and Community Building

One of the summit’s distinguishing features is its emphasis on networking and
community building. Leaders from diverse backgrounds and industries come
together to exchange ideas, build relationships, and establish support
networks. This collaborative environment fosters ongoing learning and
mentorship beyond the event itself.



Notable Speakers and Thought Leaders

The Willow Creek Church Global Leadership Summit consistently attracts an
impressive roster of speakers who are recognized authorities in leadership,
business, ministry, and personal development. These thought leaders
contribute to the summit’s reputation as a leading platform for leadership
insights and innovation.

Prominent Past Speakers

Over the years, the summit has featured influential figures such as John C.
Maxwell, Brené Brown, Simon Sinek, Patrick Lencioni, and Andy Stanley. These
speakers bring diverse perspectives on leadership challenges and solutions,
enriching the summit experience. Their presentations combine research-based
insights with real-world examples, making the content both credible and
relatable.

Emerging Voices and Diverse Perspectives

In addition to established leaders, the summit also highlights emerging
voices and underrepresented perspectives in leadership. This approach ensures
that the content remains relevant and inclusive, addressing the evolving
needs of a global leadership community. Diversity of thought and experience
is a core value of the summit’s programming.

Impact and Benefits for Attendees

The Willow Creek Church Global Leadership Summit delivers significant
benefits for attendees by equipping them with tools, knowledge, and
inspiration to enhance their leadership effectiveness. The impact extends
beyond the event, influencing organizational culture and community
engagement.

Leadership Development and Skill Enhancement

Participants gain practical skills that improve their ability to lead teams,
manage change, and foster innovation. The summit’s content is designed to be
applicable across various leadership contexts, making it valuable for leaders
in ministry, business, nonprofit, and civic sectors. Enhanced leadership
capacity contributes to improved organizational performance and employee
engagement.

Networking Opportunities and Collaborative Growth

Attendees benefit from connecting with peers and mentors, which can lead to
ongoing collaboration and support. The relationships formed at the summit
often result in partnerships, coaching relationships, and shared resources
that extend the learning experience well beyond the event itself.



Inspiration and Motivation

The summit’s dynamic speakers and interactive format inspire leaders to
pursue excellence and innovation. Many attendees report renewed passion for
their leadership roles and a clearer vision for their organizations’ futures.
This motivational impact is a key driver of the summit’s continued popularity
and influence.

How to Participate in the Summit

Participation in the Willow Creek Church Global Leadership Summit is
accessible through various formats, including in-person events, simulcast
locations, and online platforms. This flexibility allows leaders worldwide to
engage with the summit’s content regardless of geographic or scheduling
constraints.

Registration and Attendance Options

Leaders can register for the summit through official channels, selecting from
options such as attending the main event in person, joining a local
simulcast, or participating in virtual sessions. Early registration is
encouraged due to the summit’s popularity and limited seating at physical
venues.

Preparing for the Summit Experience

To maximize the benefits of the summit, participants are advised to prepare
by identifying specific leadership challenges they want to address and
setting clear learning goals. Engaging with pre-summit materials and
connecting with fellow attendees beforehand can enhance the overall
experience.

Post-Summit Engagement and Resources

Following the event, attendees have access to a wealth of resources,
including recorded sessions, study guides, and community forums. These tools
support ongoing leadership development and provide opportunities to apply new
knowledge in practical settings.

e Access to recorded keynote and workshop sessions

Study and reflection guides for personal or team use

e Online forums and social media groups for networking

Follow-up webinars and coaching opportunities



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Willow Creek Church Global Leadership
Summit?

The Willow Creek Church Global Leadership Summit is an annual event hosted by
Willow Creek Community Church that brings together leaders from various

sectors to learn from top leadership experts and apply practical leadership
principles.

When does the Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit
usually take place?

The Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit typically takes place annually in
late September, although exact dates may vary each year.

Who are some of the keynote speakers at the Willow
Creek Global Leadership Summit?

The Summit features renowned leadership experts, including authors, pastors,
business leaders, and motivational speakers such as John Maxwell, Patrick
Lencioni, and Carey Nieuwhof.

Is the Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit only for
church leaders?

No, the Summit is designed for leaders across all sectors including business,
education, non-profits, and government, not just church leaders.

How can I attend the Willow Creek Global Leadership
Summit?

You can attend by registering online through the official Willow Creek
Leadership Summit website, either for in-person events or virtual
participation depending on the year's format.

What topics are covered at the Willow Creek Global
Leadership Summit?

Topics include leadership development, team building, communication,
innovation, personal growth, and how to lead effectively in various contexts.

Is the Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit
available online?
Yes, in recent years the Summit has offered virtual attendance options,

allowing participants worldwide to join live-streamed sessions and access
recorded content.



What is the cost to attend the Willow Creek Global
Leadership Summit?

The cost varies depending on location and format, but typically ranges from
$100 to $200 for early registration, with group discounts often available.

Can organizations host a local viewing of the Willow
Creek Global Leadership Summit?

Yes, many organizations and churches host local simulcast events to watch the
Summit together, fostering community learning and discussion.

How has the Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit
impacted leadership development globally?

The Summit has significantly influenced leadership development by providing
accessible, high-quality leadership training and networking opportunities to
thousands of leaders worldwide, inspiring positive change in many
organizations and communities.

Additional Resources

1. Leading with Vision: Insights from Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit
This book compiles key leadership principles and strategies shared during the
Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit. It focuses on developing a clear,
compelling vision that inspires teams and communities. Readers will find
practical advice on communication, influence, and creating lasting impact in
their organizations.

2. Transformational Leadership Lessons from Willow Creek Church

Explore the transformative leadership approaches discussed at the Willow
Creek Church Global Leadership Summit. This book highlights stories and
teachings from prominent leaders who emphasize servant leadership, emotional
intelligence, and adaptability. It serves as a guide for leaders seeking to
foster growth and positive change.

3. The Heart of Leadership: Wisdom from Willow Creek Summit Speakers

Drawing from the wisdom of various speakers at the Willow Creek Global
Leadership Summit, this book delves into the core values and character traits
essential for effective leadership. Topics include integrity, empathy, and
resilience. It offers inspiring reflections and actionable takeaways for
leaders in any field.

4. Building Strong Teams: Strategies from Willow Creek’s Leadership Summit
Effective team building is central to successful leadership, and this book
shares methods presented at the Willow Creek Summit for nurturing
collaboration and trust within groups. It covers conflict resolution,
diversity, and motivation techniques. Leaders will gain tools to cultivate
cohesive and high-performing teams.

5. Innovating with Purpose: Creativity and Leadership at Willow Creek
Innovation is vital in today’s leadership landscape, and this book explores
how Willow Creek Summit speakers encourage leaders to embrace creativity with
intentionality. It discusses fostering a culture of innovation while staying
grounded in mission and values. Readers will learn how to lead change without



losing focus.

6. Faith-Driven Leadership: Principles from Willow Creek Church

This title reflects on the integration of faith and leadership as emphasized
at the Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit. It examines how spiritual
beliefs can guide decision-making, inspire service, and build community. The
book is ideal for leaders who want to lead with purpose rooted in faith
traditions.

7. Effective Communication: Lessons from the Willow Creek Leadership Summit
Communication is a cornerstone of leadership success, and this book presents
techniques shared by Willow Creek Summit presenters to enhance clarity,
listening, and influence. It includes practical advice on public speaking,
storytelling, and feedback. Leaders will find ways to connect more deeply
with their audiences.

8. Leading Change in the Church and Beyond: Insights from Willow Creek
Change is constant, and this book offers frameworks and strategies from the
Willow Creek Summit to help leaders navigate transitions smoothly. It
addresses resistance, vision casting, and sustaining momentum. The lessons
are applicable both within church settings and broader organizational
contexts.

9. Developing Next-Generation Leaders: The Willow Creek Approach

Focusing on leadership development, this book highlights how the Willow Creek
Global Leadership Summit equips emerging leaders with skills and mindset for
the future. Topics include mentorship, continuous learning, and empowering
others. It serves as a resource for anyone committed to nurturing leadership
potential in their community.
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willow creek church global leadership summit: The Jesus Quotient Jennie A. Harrop,
2019-06-21 As leaders, our capacity to hear is often muddied by an inability to acknowledge our own
insufficiencies and emotions. Jesus knew his God-given purpose and emotional character so deeply
that he was able to operate out of these foundations boldly and instinctively. Jesus’s infallible
Intelligence Quotient (IQ) and Emotional Quotient (EQ) allowed him to focus on a third concept
called “Audience Quotient” (AQ): an individual’s ability to focus consistently, completely, and
effectively on others. As a church, we are failing a twenty-first-century culture that is defined by an
unprecedented interconnectedness and speed of information. We are witnessing a scramble to
manipulate and manage information that demands renewed integrity, and yet the church is seen as
hypocritical, judgmental, and irrelevant. If we are going to earn a voice, the future church cannot be
about the components of church at all, but instead the individual souls within the church—pastors
included. The better we ground ourselves in the truth of who we were created to be (IQ, EQ, and
AQ), the better able we will be to love God fully and love those around us as we love ourselves. That,
after all, is what Jesus commanded us to do.
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willow creek church global leadership summit: The Preacher's Wife Kate Bowler,
2020-09-15 Although most evangelical traditions bar women from ordained ministry, many women
have carved out unofficial positions of power in their husbands' spiritual empires or their own
ministries. The biggest stars write bestselling books, grab high ratings on Christian television, and
even preach. Bowler offers a sympathetic and revealing portrait of megachurch women celebrities,
showing how they must balance the demands of celebrity culture and conservative, male-dominated
faiths. And black celebrity preachers' wives carry a special burden of respectability. A compelling
account of women's search for spiritual authority in the age of celebrity. -- adapted from jacket

willow creek church global leadership summit: Western Christians in Global Mission
Paul Borthwick, 2012-10-03 Missions specialist Paul Borthwick brings an urgent report on how the
Western church can best continue in global mission. Providing current analysis of the state of the
world and Majority World opinion, Borthwick offers concrete advice for Western churches who want
to avoid the pitfalls of colonialism.

willow creek church global leadership summit: From Idea to Exit Jeffrey Weber,
2013-10-08 While most small business books cover niche components of the start-up model, From
Idea to Exit takes a more comprehensive approach, tackling the entire entrepreneurial journey from
the initial seed idea through a well-planned exit strategy. Through a persuasive narrative, the author
draws from his own success a practical call to action for those who dream of taking that first big
step. Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a broad range of books on the
visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the business of art. Our titles cover subjects such as
graphic design, theater, branding, fine art, photography, interior design, writing, acting, film, how to
start careers, business and legal forms, business practices, and more. While we don't aspire to
publish a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are deeply committed to quality
books that help creative professionals succeed and thrive. We often publish in areas overlooked by
other publishers and welcome the author whose expertise can help our audience of readers.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Ecclesial Leadership as Friendship Chloe
Lynch, 2019-03-01 When it comes to talking about the activity of directing the church, the language
of leadership and leaders is increasingly popular. Yet what is leadership - and how might theological
narratives better resource the discourse and practice of leadership in ecclesial contexts? In
identifying and critiquing managerialism as a dominant narrative of leadership in the Western
church, this book calls for an alternative approach founded on the concept of friendship. Engaging
with the wider field of leadership studies, the book establishes an understanding of leadership
activity and brings it into conversation with an incarnational ecclesiology. The result is a prophetic
reimagining of ecclesial leadership in terms of a relational, kenotic praxis. This praxis of mutuality
and love is framed here in the rich language of Christian friendship. The book also wrestles deeply
with the embodiment of such a praxis, making explicit the power behaviours typical of
friendship-leadership and offering constructive guidance for practitioners in the task of
implementation within a complex and fractured world. This book offers a new vision of the centrality
of friendship to leadership of a healthy church community. As such, it will be of great use to scholars
of practical theology, ecclesiology and leadership, as well as practitioners in church ministry.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Called to Create Jordan Raynor,
2017-11-07 We were created by an infinitely creative God to reflect his love and character to the
world. One way we do that is by continuing his creative work. In this energizing book, serial
entrepreneur and bestselling author Jordan Raynor helps artists, entrepreneurs, writers, and other
creatives reimagine our work as service to God and others, addressing such penetrating questions as
- Is my work as a creative really as God-honoring as that of a pastor or missionary? - What does it
look like to create not to make a name for myself but to glorify God and serve others? - How can I
use my work to fulfill Jesus's command to create disciples? - Will what I make today matter in
eternity? To answer these questions, Raynor shares compelling stories from an eclectic group of 40+
Christian entrepreneurs, including the founders of TOMS Shoes, Charity: Water, Chick-fil-A,
In-N-Out Burger, Guinness, HTC, and Sevenly, as well as nontraditional entrepreneurs such as C. S.



Lewis, Johann Sebastian Bach, and J. R. R. Tolkien. Raynor's show rather than tell, story-driven style
makes you feel as if you are sitting at the feet of some of the godliest and most successful
entrepreneurs of all time. Perfectly poised to reach today's growing creative class, this unique work
restores God's position as the first entrepreneur, helping readers see the eternal value in the work
they do today.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Simplify Bill Hybels, 2014-08-19 Exhausted.
Overwhelmed. Overscheduled. Sound familiar? Today’s velocity of life can consume and control us . .
. until our breakneck pace begins to feel normal and expected. That’s where the danger lies: When
we spend our lives doing things that keep us busy but don’t really matter, we sacrifice the things
that do. What if your life could be different? What if you could be certain you were living the life God
called you to live—and building a legacy for those you love? If you crave a simpler life anchored by
the priorities that matter most, roll up your sleeves: Simplified living requires more than just
cleaning out your closets or reorganizing your desk drawer. It requires uncluttering your soul. By
eradicating the stuff that leaves your spirit drained, you can stop doing what doesn’t matter—and
start doing what does. In Simplify, bestselling author Bill Hybels identifies the core issues that lure
us into frenetic living—and offers practical steps for sweeping the clutter from our souls.

willow creek church global leadership summit: A Good African Story Andrew Rugasira,
2013-02-07 Since it was founded in 2003, Good African Coffee has helped thousands of farmers earn
a decent living, send their children to school and escape a spiral of debt and dependence. Africa has
received over $1 trillion in aid over the last fifty years and yet despite these huge inflows, the
continent remains mired in poverty, disease and systemic corruption. In A Good African Story, as
Andrew Rugasira recounts the very personal story of his company and the challenges that he has
faced - and overcome - as an African entrepreneur, he provides a tantalising glimpse of what Africa
could be, and argues that trade has achieved what years of aid have failed to deliver. This is a book
about Africa taking its destiny in its own hands, and dictating the terms of its future.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Babel Church Li Ma, 2021-03-16 Assisted by
a diverse mass media industry, American evangelicalism has been long plagued by consumerism,
entrepreneurism, and social engineering. Churches and movements that carry the name of Christ
have become projects of ambition and scandals in the public eye. Without fixing its dysfunctions,
these ministry models have expanded to other parts of the world, reaping similar fruits of
corruption, prejudice, and abuses. The alarm call of #MeToo and #ChurchToo movements since
2017 made it more urgent for the global body of Christ to inspect its pathological patterns. What
kind of response does the #MeToo movement require of our public theology and leadership ethics?
Sociologist Li Ma invites us to re-engage with biblical exegesis while being attentive to new
mandates of God revealed from #MeToo. A creative Ellulian integration of sociological analysis and
theology, Babel Church incisively reveals why American evangelicalism and its global projects have
succumbed to the temptations of worldly power at the expense of vulnerable members in the body of
Christ.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Propel Clayton L. Smith, 2015-03-17 Pastors
and other church leaders often feel ill-equipped in the critical area of stewardship and giving.
Propel: Good Stewardship, Greater Generosity fills that need by offering a comprehensive course in
church stewardship for the pastor, stewardship leader, or seminarian. Author Clayton Smith gives
clear instructions for the organization and implementation of annual campaigns, planned giving
programs, memorial gifts, and much more. He offers an extraordinary depth and breadth of practical
information along with the wisdom that comes with decades of real church leadership experience.
“Every pastor should have a copy of Propel readily at hand all year long. It is as complete a guide to
all phases of Christian financial stewardship as exists today. I highly recommend it because of the
excellent content but also because of the author. Clayton Smith has been a student of financial
stewardship all his life. I am thrilled that now others may learn from him. I wish I had this book forty
years ago when I started out. Propel will make a difference in your ministry!” —]J. Clif Christopher,
President and CEO, Horizons Stewardship Company “As leaders, we often know we must do



something differently, but we are not sure what or how. Clayton Smith propels us forward. This
amazing resource identifies the many wayswe can lead our congregations into a bright future.
Smith’s strategies and methods for generosity apply to every church leader, any size church, and all
denominations. This is more than a stewardship or finance book. It helps build a culture in which
Christians can become the generous people they are intended to be.” —Donald W. Joiner, Director of
Operations and Stewardship, General Board of Discipleship “Propel demystifies the practices of
generosity and stewardship in local congregations. It is both a scholarly guide for pastors and a
detailed handbook for lay leaders. Smith covers giving of all varieties and offers proven techniques
that work in churches of all sizes and contexts. Propel is a valuable guide for every leader, clergy or
lay, who sees generosity as an inescapable element of Christian discipleship.” —Byrd L. Bonner, AIF,
President, United Methodist Church Foundation Clayton Smith in his wonderful book Propel: Good
Stewardship, Greater Generosity, describes six different ways to help people grow in their giving.
—Margaret Marcuson, Marcuson Leadership Circle

willow creek church global leadership summit: The Spirit-Filled Journey Apostolic Church of
God, 2011-11 Life on earth is a journey toward eternity. And how we live is paramount to our
destiny. The pivotal moment of our journey began with a choice to receive Jesus Christ as our Lord
and Savior, making our hearts His home. At that moment, the Holy Spirit took the reigns and
changed our course. As we walk through life being led by God and transformed by the Spirit, we
experience a series of movements by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit-Filled Journey:
Experiencing God's Love is a companion for our journey. It invites God's people to spend an entire
year unpacking, understanding, and being inspired by what it really means ... To be saved by grace
and grace alone To be born of the Spirit To be God's child To be connected to other believers To be
secured by the love of God Written by ministers and members of Apostolic Church of God, The
Spirit-Filled Journey: Experiencing God's Love is the first in a devotional series designed to
strengthen your walk with the Lord and deepen your faith in Him. Founded in 1921, the Apostolic
Church of God is a mega church located in Chicago, Illinois. Its endeavor is to sustain a community
of faith that moves the congregation forward in its relationship with Christ. Apostolic, as it is fondly
known, hails from the Pentecostal tradition, which believes in and embraces the active role of the
Holy Spirit in the life of the believer and in the church.

willow creek church global leadership summit: The Church in Dark Times Mike Cosper,
2024-11-19 We expect evil to appear in obvious forms: malice, cruelty, and contempt. We also expect
to find villains at the helm of evil movements and organizations, leaders with dark impulses and
motivations. But all too often, malevolence is more subtle, hiding behind our own best intentions. In
The Church in Dark Times, cultural critic Mike Cosper unveils this dynamic in the growing crisis of
abuse and other failures in modern evangelical churches. Drawing on the work of twentieth-century
political theorist Hannah Arendt, Cosper explores what we can learn from her theory of the banality
of evil--the thoughtlessness that allows ordinary people to become complicit in all manner of
corruption. He uncovers the underlying causes of the breakdowns of the church and offers practices
that foster healing and renewal. This book will engage Christian leaders and all followers who want
to better understand how church crises keep happening--and how we can resist them and move
forward.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Caring for Clergy Thad S. Austin, Katie R.
Comeau, 2022-07-26 Like Aaron and Hur who lifted the arms of Moses during battle (Exodus 17),
this book highlights the critical work of clergy care providers in America. These individuals and
organizations support clergy by providing counseling, coaching, spiritual direction, funding,
hospitality, education, and benefits upon which clergy rely. Their ministry strengthens
congregations and has the capability to produce an exponential return for the kingdom of God. Yet,
these providers are often disconnected. Our groundbreaking national research reveals gaps in the
training, qualifications, and formational experiences of clergy care providers. We note differences in
language that hinder effective communication as well as significant disparities in the literature that
informs clergy care. Addressing these disconnects has the potential to improve the lives of clergy




and the congregations and communities clergy serve. Whether you are a clergy care provider, a
clergyperson, or a lay leader, we invite you to respond. Working together, we envision a connected
network of providers offering more effective support for clergy and improving the congregations and
communities they serve.

willow creek church global leadership summit: The Daddy Gap Matt Haviland, Dawn
Walker, 2014-11-07 Upon hearing the news that his father has gone to jail, a six-year-old boy poses
the question of this generation: Whos going to take my Dads place? The Daddy Gap takes an
uncensored look at the distress so many fatherless families are in and provides desperately needed
answers about how God responds to this question and how the Church should as well. Dawn Walker
and Matt Haviland build a compelling case that not only are single parent families the widows and
orphans of this generation, but that it is the Church, not the government, that should be responsible
to care for them. Drawing from their own journeys as single parents, Dawn and Matt give heartfelt
encouragement to these often marginalized families by sharing how God really sees them, loves
them, and wants to heal and restore them. Full of rich insights and lavish grace, they also offer some
hard truths about what redemption and restoration really require. Most importantly, they clear a
path to help all wounded sons and daughters discover the Father theyve always wanted and who has
always wanted them.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Neoliberal Religion Mathew Guest,
2022-07-14 This book explores neoliberalism as an account of contemporary society and considers
what this means for our understanding of religion. Neoliberalism is a perspective grounded in free
market economics and distinguished by a celebration of competition and consumer choice. It has
had a profound influence in societies across the world, and has extended its reach into all areas of
human experience. And yet neoliberalism is not just about enterprise and opportunity. It also comes
with authoritarian leadership, gross inequality and the manipulation of information. How should we
make sense of these changes, and what do they mean for the status of religion in the 21st century?
Has religion been transformed into a market commodity or consumer product? Does the embrace of
business methods make religious movements more culturally relevant, or can they be used to
reinforce inequalities of gender or ethnicity? How might neoliberal contexts demand we think
differently about matters of religious identity and power? This book provides an accessible
discussion about religion in the 21st century. Mathew Guest asks what distinguishes neoliberal
religion and explores the sociological and ethical questions that arise from considering its wider
significance.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Rethinking Communication in Social
Business Craig E. Mattson, 2018-08-31 Social entrepreneurship increasingly assumes a position of
strength in the dynamic milieu of late-modern democratic societies. A plethora of companies have
now arisen—everything from mighty social enterprises like Warby Parker and TOMS to tiny outfits
like Clean Slate and Bright Endeavors—whose business-focused approach to social problems is not
merely additive but integral to their missions. These companies respond not only to a felt
proliferation of humanitarian and environmental predicaments, but also to enormous shifts in in
public feelings and technological sensibilities. These predicaments and make social
entrepreneurships urgently needed and remarkably complicated. But if social entrepreneurs deal
with that complexity with a business-as-usual approach to making the world better—imitating, for
example, corporate social responsibility initiatives by transnational companies—they will lose their
vital distinctiveness and efficacy. Drawing on a transdisciplinary perspective, close rhetorical
analysis, and qualitative interviews with social entrepreneurs, this book argues that one good way to
keep social business disruptive is to rethink how organizations model their communication. Instead
of assuming a conventional theory of communication, neatly organized around the relations of
senders and receivers, social entrepreneurship should enact a performative model of communication
in which messaging and action are affectively woven. This book offers suggestions for making this
performative model sustainably disruptive in relation to questions that pester social entrepreneurs:
how to tell the company story, how to raise awareness, how to address complex audiences, and how



to solve problems.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Multiply David Nelson, 2024-05-31 God has
not only created us with the ability to multiply through having children, he has also given us the
power to multiply disciples who multiply disciples through the preaching of the gospel in the power
of the Holy Spirit. In Genesis and Acts, we read how God enabled man to multiply biologically and
spiritually. We read how the number of disciples greatly increased and multiplied during the era of
the early church. In his book, Dr. David Nelson, explains eight principles for building a ministry of
multiplication. These biblically based principles will empower you to see a solid ministry that will
grow into a ministry that multiplies disciple makers.

willow creek church global leadership summit: Do All Lives Matter? Wayne Gordon, John M.
Perkins, 2017-02-14 Something is wrong in our society. Deeply wrong. The belief that all lives matter
is at the heart of our founding documents--but we must admit that this conviction has never truly
reflected reality in America. Movements such as Black Lives Matter have arisen in response to
recent displays of violence and mistreatment, and some of us defensively answer back, All lives
matter. But do they? Really? This book is an exploration of that question. It delves into history and
current events, into Christian teaching and personal stories, in order to start a conversation about
the way forward. Its raw but hopeful words will help move us from apathy to empathy and from
empathy to action. We cannot do everything. But we can each do something.

willow creek church global leadership summit: The Three-Box Solution Vijay Govindarajan,
2016-04-26 How to Innovate and Execute Leaders already know that innovation calls for a different
set of activities, skills, methods, metrics, mind-sets, and leadership approaches. And it is well
understood that creating a new business and optimizing an already existing one are two
fundamentally different management challenges. The real problem for leaders is doing both,
simultaneously. How do you meet the performance requirements of the existing business—one that
is still thriving—while dramatically reinventing it? How do you envision a change in your current
business model before a crisis forces you to abandon it? Innovation guru Vijay Govindarajan expands
the leader’s innovation tool kit with a simple and proven method for allocating the organization’s
energy, time, and resources—in balanced measure—across what he calls “the three boxes”: ¢« Box 1:
The present—Manage the core business at peak profitability * Box 2: The past—Abandon ideas,
practices, and attitudes that could inhibit innovation ¢ Box 3: The future—Convert breakthrough
ideas into new products and businesses The three-box framework makes leading innovation easier
because it gives leaders a simple vocabulary and set of tools for managing and measuring these
different sets of behaviors and activities across all levels of the organization. Supported with rich
company examples—GE, Mahindra & Mahindra, Hasbro, IBM, United Rentals, and Tata Consultancy
Services—and testimonies of leaders who have successfully used this framework, this book solves
once and for all the practical dilemma of how to align an organization on the critical but competing
demands of innovation.

willow creek church global leadership summit: God's Internationalists David P. King,
2019-04-11 Over the past seventy years, World Vision has grown from a small missionary agency to
the largest Christian humanitarian organization in the world, with 40,000 employees, offices in
nearly one hundred countries, and an annual budget of over $2 billion. While founder Bob Pierce
was an evangelist with street smarts, the most recent World Vision U.S. presidents move with ease
between megachurches, the boardrooms of Fortune 500 companies, and the corridors of Capitol Hill.
Though the organization has remained decidedly Christian, it has earned the reputation as an elite
international nongovernmental organization managed efficiently by professional experts fluent in the
language of both marketing and development. God's Internationalists is the first comprehensive
study of World Vision—or any such religious humanitarian agency. In chronicling the organization's
transformation from 1950 to the present, David P. King approaches World Vision as a lens through
which to explore shifts within post-World War II American evangelicalism as well as the complexities
of faith-based humanitarianism. Chronicling the evolution of World Vision's practices, theology,
rhetoric, and organizational structure, King demonstrates how the organization rearticulated and



retained its Christian identity even as it expanded beyond a narrow American evangelical
subculture. King's pairing of American evangelicals' interactions abroad with their own evolving
identity at home reframes the traditional narrative of modern American evangelicalism while also
providing the historical context for the current explosion of evangelical interest in global social
engagement. By examining these patterns of change, God's Internationalists offers a distinctive
angle on the history of religious humanitarianism.
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