william wallace history scotland

william wallace history scotland is a phrase that evokes the spirit of Scottish independence and
the struggle against English domination during the late 13th and early 14th centuries. William
Wallace stands as one of Scotland’s most iconic historical figures, renowned for his leadership
during the Wars of Scottish Independence. His story intertwines with the broader narrative of
Scotland’s fight to maintain sovereignty and national identity. This article explores the
comprehensive history surrounding William Wallace, delving into his early life, military campaigns,
and enduring legacy in Scotland’s national consciousness. Through an examination of historical
records, battles, and cultural impact, readers will gain a detailed understanding of William Wallace’s
role in shaping Scotland’s history. The following sections will provide a structured overview of the
key aspects of William Wallace’s life and his significance in Scottish history.

e Early Life and Background of William Wallace
e The Wars of Scottish Independence

e Key Battles and Military Strategies

e Capture, Trial, and Execution

e Legacy and Cultural Impact

Early Life and Background of William Wallace

William Wallace was born around 1270 in Elderslie, Scotland, during a period of political instability
and tension between Scotland and England. Although details of his early life are sparse and often
debated, it is generally accepted that Wallace came from a minor noble family. His upbringing in the
Scottish lowlands exposed him to the growing resentment against English rule following the death of
King Alexander III and the subsequent succession crisis in Scotland.

Origins and Family Background

Wallace’s family held lands in Renfrewshire, and while not among the highest-ranking nobility, they
were well-respected within their region. This background provided Wallace with some education and
connections that later proved valuable in his leadership. The political landscape of the time was
marked by disputes over the Scottish crown, leading to increased English interference under King
Edward I.

Political Climate in Scotland

The late 13th century was a tumultuous era for Scotland. After the death of Alexander III in 1286,
the throne was left vacant, plunging the country into uncertainty. Edward I of England took
advantage of this power vacuum, asserting overlordship over Scotland and igniting widespread
resistance among the Scottish nobility and common people alike. William Wallace emerged from this
context as a determined figure fighting for Scottish freedom.



The Wars of Scottish Independence

The Wars of Scottish Independence were a series of military campaigns and political struggles
between the Kingdom of Scotland and the Kingdom of England. William Wallace became a central
figure in the first war, which began in 1296 following Edward I's invasion of Scotland. This conflict
set the stage for Scotland’s prolonged fight to maintain sovereignty.

Outbreak of Conflict

Edward I's aggressive policies and military campaigns triggered a widespread Scottish rebellion.
Wallace initially gained prominence after an attack on the English garrison at Lanark around 1297.
This act of defiance marked the beginning of organized resistance and brought Wallace to the
forefront as a leader.

Wallace’s Role and Leadership

Wallace quickly gathered support from various clans and noble families who opposed English rule.
His leadership was characterized by guerrilla tactics, surprise attacks, and an ability to unite
disparate Scottish factions. Wallace was appointed Guardian of Scotland, symbolizing his role as a
national leader during the conflict.

Key Battles and Military Strategies

William Wallace’s military prowess is best illustrated through his involvement in several key battles
during the Wars of Scottish Independence. His strategies often capitalized on knowledge of the local
terrain and unconventional warfare, which proved effective against the better-equipped English
forces.

The Battle of Stirling Bridge

One of Wallace’s most significant victories occurred at the Battle of Stirling Bridge in September
1297. Despite being outnumbered, Wallace and Andrew Moray led Scottish forces to a decisive win
by exploiting the narrowness of the bridge, which limited the English army's ability to deploy
effectively.

Military Tactics and Guerrilla Warfare

Wallace’s use of hit-and-run tactics, ambushes, and leveraging Scotland’s rugged landscape
exemplified his innovative approach to warfare. These methods disrupted English supply lines and
morale, allowing the Scots to maintain resistance despite limited resources.

Battle of Falkirk

In 1298, Wallace faced a major defeat at the Battle of Falkirk. The English army, employing
longbowmen and cavalry, overwhelmed the Scottish forces. Although this loss diminished Wallace’s
military standing, his earlier successes had already cemented his reputation as a national hero.



Capture, Trial, and Execution

William Wallace’s capture and subsequent execution represent a tragic yet pivotal moment in
Scottish history. After years of guerrilla resistance, Wallace was betrayed and handed over to
English authorities, leading to a high-profile trial and brutal execution intended to suppress Scottish
rebellion.

Capture and Imprisonment

Wallace was captured in 1305 near Glasgow, reportedly betrayed by Scottish nobles who favored
reconciliation with England. Following his arrest, he was transported to London to face charges of
treason and rebellion against the English crown.

Trial and Sentence

The trial of William Wallace was a spectacle designed to demonstrate English authority. He was
found guilty of treason, though he maintained that he owed allegiance only to the Scottish king. His
sentence was death by hanging, drawing, and quartering, a brutal punishment meant to serve as a
warning to others.

Execution and Aftermath

Wallace was executed on August 23, 1305. Despite the harshness of his death, his martyrdom
galvanized further resistance among the Scots and inspired future leaders such as Robert the Bruce
to continue the fight for independence.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The legacy of William Wallace extends far beyond his lifetime, influencing Scottish identity, culture,
and nationalism. His life and struggle have been commemorated in literature, monuments, and
popular culture, cementing his status as a symbol of freedom and resistance.

Monuments and Memorials

Several monuments honor William Wallace, the most famous being the Wallace Monument near
Stirling. These sites attract visitors worldwide and serve as reminders of Scotland’s enduring quest
for independence.

William Wallace in Literature and Film

Wallace’s story has been romanticized in various works, including Blind Harry’s 15th-century epic
poem “The Wallace” and the 1995 film “Braveheart.” These portrayals, while sometimes historically
inaccurate, have played a significant role in popularizing his legacy globally.

Influence on Scottish Nationalism

William Wallace remains a potent symbol in modern Scottish nationalism and cultural pride. His
narrative embodies themes of resistance to oppression and the fight for self-determination,
resonating with contemporary movements advocating for Scottish autonomy.



e Symbol of Scottish independence and nationalism
e Inspiration for future Scottish leaders
¢ Featured in educational curricula and cultural events

e Commemorated annually in Scotland

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was William Wallace in Scottish history?

William Wallace was a Scottish knight and one of the main leaders during the Wars of Scottish
Independence against England in the late 13th century.

What role did William Wallace play in the Wars of Scottish
Independence?

William Wallace led Scottish forces in several key battles, most notably the Battle of Stirling Bridge
in 1297, where his tactics secured a significant victory over the English.

When and where was William Wallace born?

William Wallace is believed to have been born around 1270, likely in Elderslie, Renfrewshire,
Scotland.

What was the significance of the Battle of Stirling Bridge for
William Wallace?

The Battle of Stirling Bridge was a major Scottish victory under Wallace's command, boosting
Scottish morale and solidifying his reputation as a national hero.

How did William Wallace die?

William Wallace was captured by the English in 1305, tried for treason, and executed by hanging,
drawing, and quartering in London.

How is William Wallace remembered in Scottish culture
today?

William Wallace is remembered as a symbol of Scottish resistance and patriotism, celebrated in
literature, folklore, and monuments such as the Wallace Monument near Stirling.



Did William Wallace work alone in the fight for Scottish
independence?

No, William Wallace collaborated with other Scottish leaders, including Robert the Bruce, who
eventually became King of Scots and continued the struggle for independence.

Additional Resources

1. William Wallace: The Hero of Scotland

This book provides a comprehensive biography of William Wallace, exploring his early life, rise as a
Scottish patriot, and his pivotal role in the Wars of Scottish Independence. It delves into the political
and social context of 13th-century Scotland, offering readers a vivid portrayal of Wallace's courage
and leadership. The narrative combines historical facts with engaging storytelling to bring this
legendary figure to life.

2. The Wars of Scottish Independence: William Wallace and Robert the Bruce

Focusing on the turbulent period of the late 13th and early 14th centuries, this book examines the
conflicts that shaped Scotland's fight for freedom. It highlights William Wallace's initial campaigns
against English rule and his eventual alliance with Robert the Bruce. The author provides detailed
battle analyses and insights into the strategies employed by both Scottish and English forces.

3. William Wallace: Braveheart and Scotland’s Fight for Freedom

This title explores the myth and reality behind the figure of William Wallace, separating historical
facts from legend. It discusses how Wallace's legacy has been shaped by literature, film, and
national memory. The book also considers his impact on Scottish identity and the continuing
relevance of his struggle for independence.

4. Scotland’s Warrior King: The Life and Times of William Wallace

Offering a richly detailed account, this book places William Wallace within the broader context of
medieval Scottish society. It covers his military exploits, political alliances, and the challenges he
faced from both English invaders and Scottish nobles. The author draws on contemporary sources to
provide an authentic and nuanced portrayal.

5. The Battle for Scotland: William Wallace and the Fight Against England

This book focuses on the key battles and military tactics used by William Wallace during his
campaign against English occupation. It describes events such as the Battle of Stirling Bridge with
vivid detail and examines how Wallace’s leadership inspired the Scottish people. The narrative also
addresses the eventual betrayal and capture of Wallace.

6. William Wallace and the Scottish Resistance

A scholarly work that analyzes the political and social factors leading to the rise of William Wallace
as a leader of Scottish resistance. It explores his role in uniting disparate clans and his efforts to
establish a national identity. The book also discusses the legacy of resistance and its influence on
future generations.

7. The Legend of William Wallace: From History to Hero

This book traces the evolution of William Wallace’s image from a medieval rebel to a modern
national hero. It examines the cultural, literary, and artistic representations that have immortalized
him, including the famous "Braveheart" film. The author also reflects on how history and legend



intertwine in shaping national myths.

8. Wallace and Bruce: Scotland’s Struggle for Independence

This dual biography looks at the intertwined lives of William Wallace and Robert the Bruce,
highlighting their different approaches to Scotland’s independence. It compares Wallace’s guerrilla
warfare tactics with Bruce’s political maneuvering and eventual kingship. The book offers a
balanced view of their contributions and legacies.

9. William Wallace: Scotland’s National Hero

This accessible biography is ideal for readers new to Scottish history, providing a clear and engaging
overview of William Wallace’s life and achievements. It covers his early years, major battles, and his
enduring influence on Scotland’s national consciousness. The book also includes maps and
illustrations to enhance understanding.
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william wallace history scotland: Stray Leaves from Scotch and English History Charles
Gordon Glass, 1873

william wallace history scotland: William Wallace Hourly History, 2019-08-26 William
WallaceWilliam Wallace; if ever there was a champion in the annals of Scottish history, he was it.
Known as a proud Scot who rose through the ranks to challenge the English king, Wallace was a
mere man who became larger than life-large enough even for the likes of Mel Gibson to play him in
Braveheart for movie-going audiences on the silver screen. But who was William Wallace? What
separates the real man from the myth? Inside you will read about...[] A Country in Need of a Hero []
Early Life and Legend [] The Battle of Stirling Bridge [] Wallace's Invasion of England [] Defeat at
Falkirk [] Capture and Execution And much more! In this book, we will take a look at the life and the
legend of Sir William Wallace in its entirety.

william wallace history scotland: Sir William Wallace Alexander Falconer Murison,
2019-11-29 In Sir William Wallace, Alexander Falconer Murison offers a compelling exploration of
the life and legacy of one of Scotland's most iconic historical figures. Murison's narrative weaves
together meticulous historical research with evocative prose, creating an engaging account that not
only chronicles Wallace's valiant struggles against English oppression but also situates him within
the broader context of medieval Scottish nationalism. The book artfully balances biographical detail
with an analysis of the socio-political environment of the 13th century, providing readers with a
nuanced understanding of Wallace's motivations and the historical forces at play. Murison, a scholar
deeply immersed in Scottish history, draws upon his extensive knowledge to craft a portrayal of
Wallace that resonates with both historical accuracy and literary depth. His comprehensive
background in medieval studies and Scottish heritage informs his writing, allowing him to capture
the complexities of Wallace's character and the cultural significance of his rebellion. Murison's
insights reveal not just the man himself, but also the enduring spirit of resistance he represents. This
book is a must-read for history enthusiasts and literary scholars alike, as it delivers a rich tapestry of
history interwoven with the poetic elements of epic storytelling. Murison's Sir William Wallace not
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only serves as a tribute to this national hero but also as an essential work for those seeking to
understand Scotland's tumultuous past and its ongoing quest for identity. In this enriched edition,
we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction
situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting
key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the
era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the
author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects
symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt
you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand-picked
Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify
unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

william wallace history scotland: The History of Sir William Wallace, the
Governor-general of Scotland John Donald Carrick, 1825

william wallace history scotland: Stray Leaves from Scotch and English History. With
the Life of Sir William Wallace, Scotland's Patriot, Hero, and Political Martyr Charles
Gordon Glass, 2024-06-08 Reprint of the original, first published in 1876.

william wallace history scotland: The History of Sir William Wallace, the Governor
General of Scotland Peter Donaldson, 1823

william wallace history scotland: William Wallace Alexander Falconer Murison, 2003-01-01
The assassination of Scotland's King Alexander III in 1286 foreshadowed troubles with the English.
When Edward I of England failed in his attempt to place his niece upon the Scottish throne, a gap
appeared in the royal succession, giving the Scots an opportunity to place one of their own at the
head of government. The leader of the movement was William Wallace (c. 1270-1305), a fateful
figure in the history of Scotland. This brief study recounts Wallace's legendary life — from his years
as a youth and young man spearheading guerrilla warfare against the English, to his designation as
Guardian of Scotland, and his ultimate betrayal and execution. A vivid record of a leader with a
powerful hold on the imagination of his people, this important book will be welcomed by students of
history and admirers of the Scottish patriot.

william wallace history scotland: The Myth of William Wallace Susan Wallner, 2003-06-09
This book examines literary examples concerning William Wallace against the background of various
historical sources and evaluates the construction, the changes, and the relevance of this Scottish
national myth.For over 700 years, William Wallace has been fascinating people. What he achieved
for his country is almost unbelievable. Already during his lifetime, Wallace's reputation must have
been legendary. Over the centuries, a powerful myth has been created around his person, which was
fostered by diverse writers, and even by Hollywood. There have been several periods throughout
Scottish history when the interest in William Wallace intensified enormously, resulting in an
increase of literary publications on the freedom fighter. These climaxes appeared whenever the
Scots were dissatisfied with the English rule and brought the old animosity between England and
Scotland to new life. These tensions caused many writers to revive memories of Wallace and his
ideals by projecting the medieval story into their own time. Thus, more and more bits and pieces
were added to the myth whose message seems to have had tremendous effects on the Scots.
Wallace's unfulfilled quest of freeing Scotland even became an issue in several programs of political
parties.With the release of the film Braveheart in the mid-1990s, the Wallace cult was reborn once
more. Was it the prevailing political situation that stimulated such an overwhelming enthusiasm for
William Wallace again? Did the Wallace myth influence the Devolution Movement? Is Wallace's spirit
still alive today? Do the Scots still cherish what he fought for, and will they finally achieve his goal of
a fully independent Scottish Nation? With regard to the current political situation, the author finds
interesting answers to these questions and discusses the chances for a possible Scottish
independence.

william wallace history scotland: The History of Sir William Wallace, the
Governor-General of Scotland Peter Donaldson, 2015-11-15 This work has been selected by



scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in
the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

william wallace history scotland: The History of Sir William Wallace Peter Donaldson,
2015-12-07 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact,
and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright
references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries
around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and
distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As
a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

william wallace history scotland: William Wallace Graeme Morton, 2014-10-08 A
deconstruction of the national biography and mythology of William Wallace. Freed from the
historian's bedrock of empiricism by a lack of corroborative sources, the biography of this short-lived
late-medieval patriot has long been incorporated into the ideology of nationalism.

william wallace history scotland: Sir William Wallace Alexander Murison, 2018-11-09
William Wallace is a legendary figure in Scottish History. Along with Robert The Bruce, William
Wallace stands as a true patriot and martyr for Scottish Independence and the fight against the
English invaders of Scotland under King Edward I. Wallace's major triumph over the English army
came at Stirling Bridge in 1297. Wallace was betrayed, taken prisoner, tried and executed in London
in 1305. After being paraded through the streets of London he barbarously executed by being, hung
drawn and quartered he was also beheaded. His head was place on a spike on Tower Bridge and his
body parts distributed through the country.Films have been made about Wallace and Bruce but
perpetrate the myths about them and fall short of facts. Professor Alexander F. Murison was a
Scottish born, Professor of Law, who as a barrister and academic presented the histories of Wallace
and Bruce as facts. He was not interested in Hollywood fantasy.This book 'Sir William Wallace' was
first published in 1898 but has been edited to included extra notes and a short biograpy of the
author, Alexander Falconer Murison. An excellent read for those who prefer fact to fiction.

william wallace history scotland: William Wallace Captivating History, 2018-06-14 Explore
the Captivating Life of William Wallace You might recognize him from Mel Gibson's film
Braveheart... Sir William Wallace (c. 1270 - 1305) was - and is - a Scottish national icon of the
highest order. Born as the landless younger son of a minor nobleman (Sir Malcolm Wallace), his
startling rise to become a military and historical legend, an exemplary patriot, and a national hero is
an embodiment of the underdog narrative that many people identify with in film and real life.
Wallace earned a place in history for his successful efforts in leading the Scottish resistance forces
who had been rallying against English rule since Scotland was conquered in 1296. Some of the
topics covered in this book include: Mysterious Origins Coming of Age in Crisis Defiance and
Compliance The Prophecy Uprising Love in a Time of War The Battle of Stirling Bridge Invading



England The Guardian of Scotland Defeat at Falkirk An Outlaw Once More The Execution And much
more! So if you want to discover more about the life of William Wallace, click Add to Cart!

william wallace history scotland: William Wallace and All That Allan Burnett, 2006 Provides
facts about the revolutionary Scotsman's life, and chronicles his rebellion against the crown and its
aftermath.

william wallace history scotland: William Wallace Chris Brown, 2005 This title is a scholarly
biography of William Wallace, published to coincide with the 700th anniversary of the execution of
Wallace in August 2005.

william wallace history scotland: Stray Leaves From Scotch and English History Charles
Gordon Glass, 2016-08-23 Excerpt from Stray Leaves From Scotch and English History: With the
Life of Sir William Wallace, Scotland's Patriot, Hero, and Political Martyr Certain, when the author
attempts this work, he has no wish to stir up natiopal feelings, and en gender strife betwixt the
descendants of the Scotch and English in these lands or elsewhere. Centu ries have rolled on since
the transactions recorded in the work, many of them bloody and cruel, took place, and the two
nations in Britain are now happily united. As for the beloved Sovereign that reigns over them, her
fond attachment to Scotland, evidently shews what little sympathy She has with one of her Royal
ancestors, who in icted such terrible wrongs on one Of Nature's nobles, and on a people who
struggled along with him so manfully for their liberties. And further than this, the attempts made to
destroy these liberties, were not put forth with the consent of the English people, but through the
ambition and cruel deceit of a monarch, who made several thrusts at their own independence for any
person consulting the English records of that period will find that the leading barons, and especially
the people themselves, engaged most reluctantly in the wars in Scotland. On both sides of the
Border they are now one, and the cruel deeds of some of the English monarchs, in days gone by,
cannot be charged against the nation as a whole. The youths of both countries, and their
descendants elsewhere, may, therefore, claim Wallace as their common ancestor; and while they
have many names on the roll of fame belonging to such, to which they can point with pride and
satisfaction, none of them can dim the lustre of this great man, whether considered as a patriot or
hero. A beau tiful English writer, when referring to this subject, has well expressed such sentiments
in the following words The Englishman who now reads of the. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.

william wallace history scotland: Stray Leaves from Scotch and English History Charles
Glass, 2016-04-25 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

william wallace history scotland: For Freedom David R. Ross, 2005-12 Historian Ross
investigates the last days of William Wallace, the events that led up to his death, and their



repercussions--both nationalistic and patriotic--throughout Scottish history.

william wallace history scotland: William Wallace History Nerds, Unleash the legendary tale
of William Wallace, a spellbinding historical biography that brings to life the iconic Scottish hero
whose bravery and determination sparked a nation's fight for freedom. In this captivating narrative,
journey through the pages of history and witness the extraordinary life of a man who defied tyranny,
leading his people in an epic struggle for independence. Discover the untamed spirit of a warrior
whose name became synonymous with courage and resilience. From his humble beginnings to his
rise as a formidable leader, delve into the defining moments that shaped William Wallace into a
symbol of hope and inspiration for generations to come. Immerse yourself in the turbulent
landscapes of medieval Scotland, where the clash of swords and the thundering hooves of armies set
the stage for momentous battles that would forever alter the course of history. With meticulous
research and vivid prose, William Wallace offers an intimate and authoritative portrait of this heroic
figure, exploring the motivations, triumphs, and sacrifices that defined his remarkable legacy.
Perfect for history enthusiasts and fans of epic tales of valor, this book will leave you enthralled and
moved by the indomitable spirit of William Wallace and the indelible mark he left on the annals of
history. Join us on this unforgettable journey through the life of a man who became a symbol of
liberty, uniting a nation under a single cause. William Wallace stands as a testament to the power of
one man's unwavering determination to challenge injustice and pave the way for a nation's pursuit of
freedom. Prepare to be inspired and captivated as you experience the triumphs and tragedies of one
of Scotland's most beloved and revered heroes in this immersive and captivating biography.

william wallace history scotland: In the Footsteps of William Wallace Alan Young, Michael ]
Stead, 2010-04-23 For nearly 700 years debate has raged over the true nature of William Wallace
and his role in Scotland’s turbulent history. Was he the Braveheart of Blind Harry’s legendary
account, the bold, but savage, hero of the Scottish wars? Or, as some contemporary chroniclers
attested, nothing but a villainous thief and vagrant fugitive? This book draws on a wide range of
contemporary and modern sources to look behind the figure of legend to find Wallace’s true
character. Through superb photographs, we trace the journey of Wallace from his modest
upbringing in south-west Scotland and his first victory as a ‘guerilla’ leader and military commander
at Stirling Bridge to his painful death seven years later. We see his ‘invasion’ of Northumberland and
Cumberland. This is an essential travelling companion for a journey through Wallace’s kingdom and
to learn more about the myth and the man.
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