
wiring a volt gauge

wiring a volt gauge is an essential skill for monitoring electrical systems
accurately in vehicles, boats, or other equipment. A volt gauge provides
real-time voltage readings, allowing users to ensure their electrical systems
operate within safe parameters and prevent potential issues such as battery
drain or alternator failure. This article provides a comprehensive guide on
how to wire a volt gauge correctly, covering necessary tools, wiring
diagrams, safety precautions, and troubleshooting tips. Understanding the
wiring process enhances the reliability and functionality of the volt gauge,
ensuring accurate voltage monitoring. Whether installing a new gauge or
replacing an old one, following a systematic wiring procedure is crucial. The
following guide details step-by-step instructions and expert advice for
wiring a volt gauge efficiently and safely.
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Understanding Volt Gauges and Their Function
A volt gauge is an instrument that measures and displays the voltage level of
an electrical system, typically in automotive or marine applications. It
helps monitor the battery voltage and charging system, providing insights
into electrical health. Proper wiring ensures the gauge receives accurate
voltage signals and functions correctly. Volt gauges can be analog or
digital, and both types require correct wiring to the power source, ground,
and voltage sensing point.

Types of Volt Gauges
There are primarily two types of volt gauges used in various applications:
analog and digital. Analog gauges use a needle to display voltage readings,
offering a quick visual reference, while digital gauges provide precise
numerical voltage values. Wiring requirements for both types are similar but
may vary slightly depending on the model.



How Volt Gauges Work
The volt gauge operates by detecting the voltage present at its sensing
terminal, which is usually connected to the battery or electrical system. It
draws a small amount of current to measure the voltage without significantly
affecting the circuit. Accurate wiring is critical to avoid incorrect
readings or damage to the gauge.

Tools and Materials Required for Wiring a Volt
Gauge
Proper preparation is vital before wiring a volt gauge. Having the right
tools and materials ensures a smooth installation process and reduces the
risk of wiring errors. This section outlines all necessary equipment for a
successful wiring project.

Essential Tools
Several tools are necessary for wiring a volt gauge, including:

Wire strippers and cutters

Crimping tool

Screwdrivers (flathead and Phillips)

Multimeter for voltage testing

Electrical tape or heat shrink tubing

Drill (if mounting the gauge)

Materials Needed
The materials required include:

Volt gauge unit

Appropriate gauge electrical wire (usually 16-18 AWG)

Fuse and fuse holder (recommended fuse size usually 1-3 amps)

Connectors such as spade terminals or ring terminals



Wire loom or conduit for wire protection

Step-by-Step Guide to Wiring a Volt Gauge
Wiring a volt gauge involves connecting power, ground, and sensing wires
correctly. This step-by-step guide explains the procedure in detail to ensure
proper installation and accurate voltage readings.

Step 1: Disconnect the Battery
Before starting any wiring, disconnect the negative terminal of the battery
to prevent electrical shorts or shocks during installation.

Step 2: Mount the Volt Gauge
Choose a visible and accessible location on the dashboard or panel to mount
the volt gauge. Use a drill if necessary to create a mounting hole and secure
the gauge using the provided hardware.

Step 3: Connect the Power Wire
Run a wire from a switched 12V power source to the positive terminal of the
volt gauge. This connection powers the gauge when the ignition is on. It is
advisable to use an inline fuse to protect the circuit.

Step 4: Connect the Ground Wire
Attach the ground terminal of the volt gauge to a clean, unpainted metal
surface or directly to the battery’s negative terminal. A good ground
connection is essential for accurate voltage readings.

Step 5: Connect the Voltage Sensing Wire
The voltage sensing wire monitors the electrical system’s voltage. Connect
this wire to the positive terminal of the battery or the main power
distribution point. Ensure this wire is separate from the power and ground
wires for accurate sensing.



Step 6: Test the Installation
Reconnect the battery and turn on the ignition. Observe the volt gauge
reading. It should display the battery voltage, typically around 12.6 volts
for a fully charged battery at rest and higher when the engine is running.

Common Wiring Configurations
Different applications may require variations in wiring a volt gauge.
Understanding common wiring configurations helps in adapting the installation
to specific needs.

Simple Three-Wire Wiring
This configuration uses three wires: power, ground, and voltage sense. It is
the most common and straightforward method for automotive volt gauge
installation.

Two-Wire Wiring
Some volt gauges combine power and voltage sensing into a single wire,
requiring only a power and a ground wire. This setup simplifies wiring but
may result in slightly less accurate readings.

Wiring with a Warning Light
Certain volt gauges include a warning light feature that activates when
voltage falls outside safe limits. This configuration adds an additional wire
to the gauge connected to the warning light.

Safety Precautions When Wiring a Volt Gauge
Safety is paramount when working with electrical systems. Following proper
precautions minimizes the risk of injury or damage to the vehicle’s
electrical components during the wiring process.

Disconnect Power Sources
Always disconnect the battery before starting any wiring to avoid electric
shocks or short circuits.



Use Correct Fuse Ratings
Install fuses with appropriate amperage ratings to protect wiring and
components from overload or short circuits.

Secure Connections
Ensure all wire connections are tight and insulated to prevent accidental
disconnections or exposure to moisture.

Avoid Wire Damage
Route wires away from moving parts, sharp edges, or heat sources to prevent
damage or wear over time.

Troubleshooting and Maintenance
Proper troubleshooting and routine maintenance help maintain volt gauge
accuracy and prolong its operational life.

Common Issues and Solutions

Gauge not reading: Check power and ground connections, verify fuse
integrity, and test the sensing wire for continuity.

Inaccurate readings: Inspect wiring for loose connections or corrosion,
ensure proper grounding, and verify the voltage source.

Gauge flickering: Look for intermittent connections, damaged wiring, or
electrical interference.

Regular Maintenance Tips
Periodically inspect wiring connections and clean terminals to prevent
corrosion. Replace any damaged wires promptly and verify fuse conditions to
ensure uninterrupted gauge operation.

Frequently Asked Questions



What tools do I need to wire a volt gauge in my car?
To wire a volt gauge in your car, you will typically need a volt gauge kit, a
wire stripper, electrical tape, crimp connectors or soldering tools, a fuse
tap or inline fuse, a multimeter, and basic hand tools like screwdrivers.

Where should I connect the positive wire of a volt
gauge?
The positive wire of a volt gauge should be connected to a switched 12V power
source that is only live when the ignition is on to prevent battery drain
when the vehicle is off.

How do I ground a volt gauge properly?
To ground a volt gauge properly, connect the negative wire to a clean, bare
metal surface on the vehicle chassis or directly to the negative terminal of
the battery to ensure a good electrical ground.

Can I wire a volt gauge directly to the battery?
Yes, you can wire a volt gauge directly to the battery for accurate voltage
readings, but make sure to use an inline fuse and connect the positive wire
through an ignition-switched circuit to avoid draining the battery.

What is the purpose of using a fuse when wiring a
volt gauge?
Using a fuse when wiring a volt gauge protects the electrical circuit by
preventing damage caused by short circuits or electrical overloads, thus
enhancing safety and preventing potential fires.

How do I test if my volt gauge is wired correctly?
After wiring, turn on the ignition and check if the volt gauge displays the
vehicle’s battery voltage (typically around 12.6 volts when off and 13.7-14.7
volts when running). Use a multimeter to verify voltage at the gauge
connections if readings seem incorrect.

Additional Resources
1. Wiring Your Volt Gauge: A Step-by-Step Guide
This book offers a comprehensive, easy-to-follow tutorial on wiring volt
gauges in various vehicles. It covers essential tools, safety precautions,
and detailed wiring diagrams. Ideal for beginners, it simplifies complex
electrical concepts for practical application.



2. Automotive Electrical Systems: Installing and Wiring Volt Gauges
Focusing on automotive electrical systems, this title explains the
integration of volt gauges into existing vehicle wiring. It includes
troubleshooting tips and maintenance advice to ensure accurate voltage
readings. The book is perfect for DIY enthusiasts looking to enhance their
car’s dashboard instrumentation.

3. Voltage Monitoring Made Simple: Wiring Volt Gauges for Beginners
Designed for novices, this book breaks down the process of installing volt
gauges into clear, manageable steps. It emphasizes safety, proper
connections, and avoiding common pitfalls. Readers will gain confidence in
handling automotive electrical components after studying this guide.

4. Mastering Electrical Wiring for Volt Gauges in Classic Cars
Classic car restorers will find this book invaluable for upgrading their
vehicles with modern volt gauges. It addresses challenges unique to older
electrical systems and provides solutions for seamless integration.
Historical context and wiring schematics enrich the learning experience.

5. DIY Volt Gauge Installation: Tools, Techniques, and Tips
This practical manual focuses on the tools and techniques needed to wire volt
gauges effectively. It includes advice on selecting the right gauge, wiring
harnesses, and connectors. The book also offers troubleshooting strategies to
ensure functionality and longevity.

6. Marine Electrical Wiring: Installing Volt Gauges on Boats
Specialized for marine applications, this book guides readers through the
process of wiring volt gauges in boats. It covers waterproofing, corrosion
resistance, and power source considerations unique to marine environments.
The detailed instructions help maintain electrical system reliability on the
water.

7. Advanced Electrical Wiring for Volt Gauges and Monitoring Systems
Targeted at experienced electricians and hobbyists, this book delves into
complex wiring setups involving volt gauges and multi-system monitoring. It
discusses integration with digital displays and data logging devices. Readers
will learn advanced methods to optimize electrical diagnostics.

8. Understanding Vehicle Electrical Systems: Volt Gauges and Beyond
This educational resource explores the role of volt gauges within the broader
context of vehicle electrical systems. It explains how volt gauges interact
with batteries, alternators, and wiring circuits. The book is valuable for
those seeking to deepen their technical knowledge for repair or
customization.

9. The Complete Guide to Wiring and Installing Electrical Gauges
Covering a range of electrical gauges, including volt gauges, this all-in-one
guide addresses installation, wiring, and calibration. It provides wiring
diagrams for different vehicle types and gauges. Comprehensive and detailed,
it’s a go-to reference for both beginners and professionals.
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  wiring a volt gauge: How to Wire Chevy & GMC Trucks: 1947-1987 John Carollo, 2024-09-24
Rewire your vintage Chevrolet/GMC truck yourself! If you are building a vintage truck, it will most
likely require new wiring at some point. Whether the original wiring is old, brittle, has splices, or has
already been removed, fresh wiring is critical to a trucks dependability. Whether you’re working on
a singular task or doing a complete rewire, your classic Chevrolet/GMC pickup’s viability and safety
relies on a properly working electrical system. Due to today’s automotive aftermarket, there is no
reason to not do the wiring yourself. Rewiring the truck helps you save money and provides peace of
mind. Vehicle-specific kits are available to replace existing or missing wiring. If you plan to do
custom wiring, universal kits are available as well. Either type of kit can be installed without an
abundance of electrical knowledge. With some basic tools and time, you can wire your truck just like
the professionals. In How to Wire Chevy & GMC Trucks: 1947–1987, veteran how-to author Dennis
W. Parks rewires a 1970 Chevrolet C10 and a 1955 Chevrolet truck. Everything is included—from
the basics of wiring lights, the starter, and the alternator to a stereo with satellite radio, air
conditioning, and light-emitting diodes (LEDs) lighting. If you want to complete this task yourself or
if you want to learn how it is done before hiring a professional, this book covers it all.
  wiring a volt gauge: 101 GM Muscle Car Performance Projects Colin Date Mitch Burns,
  wiring a volt gauge: ,
  wiring a volt gauge: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring, 5th Edition Creative
Publishing International, 2011-05 The Complete Guide to Wiring has been America's very
best-selling consumer wiring book for more than a decade, with previous editions selling more than
1 million copies. This fifth edition has been updated to comply with 2011-2013 Electrical Codes. It
also includes an all new Home Automation chapter, as well as major revisions to lighting and
ventilation equipment hookups and new material on working with conduit and raceways.
  wiring a volt gauge: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring Creative Publishing
International, Editors of Creative Publishing, 2008-08 Covers all of the most common do-it-yourself
home wiring skills and projects, including new circuits, installations and repair. New projects in this
edition include upgrading a service panel to 209 amps and wiring an outbuilding--Provided by
publisher.
  wiring a volt gauge: Automotive Wiring and Electrical Systems Tony Candela, 2009 The perfect
book for modifying muscle car electrical circuits for cooling fans and/or power windows, wiring a hot
rod from scratch, or adding a big stereo and other conveniences to modern performance cars.
  wiring a volt gauge: Basic Wiring for Model Railroaders Rick Selby, 2000-11 Learn how to get
your locomotive, train set, or complete model railroad operating -- even if you don't understand the
principles of electricity! Teaches basic electrical connections for a two-rail DC powered layout of any
size or complexity. Basic layout wiring techniques are presented simply, with numerous photos,
illustrations, and diagrams.
  wiring a volt gauge: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring, Updated 7th Edition
Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2017-12-26 BLACK+DECKER's latest edition of the best-selling
home-improvement book in North America for more than a decade is completely updated to conform
to 2017–2020 national electrical codes. For more than ten years, BLACK+DECKER The Complete
Guide to Wiring has been the best-selling home wiring manual in North America. Now with more
than two million copies in print, this is the home reference book more DIYers choose than any other
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for many reasons. As the most current wiring book on the market, you can be confident that your
projects will meet national writing codes. You’ll also spend more time on your project and less time
scratching your head thanks to more than 800 clear color photos and over 40 diagrams that show
you exactly what you need to know about home electrical service; all the most common circuits, all
the most-needed techniques, all the most essential tools and materials. The information in this book
has been created and reviewed by professional electricians under the watchful eye of the experts at
BLACK+DECKER. You can find plenty of articles and videos about wiring online or in other
publications, but only The Complete Guide to Wiring has passed the rigorous test to make it part of
The Best DIY Series from the Brand You Trust.
  wiring a volt gauge: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring Updated 8th Edition
Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2022-02-08 The Complete Guide to Wiring is BLACK+DECKER’s
eighth edition of the best-selling home improvement book in North America for more than a decade,
now completely updated to conform to 2020–2023 National Electrical Code.
  wiring a volt gauge: Official Auto Wiring Guide , 1917
  wiring a volt gauge: Ultimate Guide: Wiring, Updated 10th Edition The Editors of Creative
Homeowner, 2024-10-22 The most recent edition to the best-selling wiring manual, Ultimate Guide:
Wiring, 10th Edition demystifies home wiring and residential electrical systems with
easy-to-understand language, step-by-step photography, and detailed illustrations. Homeowners and
DIYers will learn how their home's electrical system works from the inside out and how to complete
installations and repairs. This project-based book shows how to select the right cable, wires, and
other equipment, and how to run wiring through walls and between floors. Projects guide the reader
through installing switches, outlet receptacles, electrical appliances, and lighting systems. The book
also shows how outdoor lighting, including security and low-voltage systems, can help homeowners
improve and illuminate the exterior areas around their homes. This most recent edition has been
updated with the latest information on everything from the National Electrical Code standards and
smart home automation to renewable energy, LED wafer lighting, dimmer switches, new indoor and
outdoor emergency systems, and more.
  wiring a volt gauge: Wiring 12 Volts for Optimal Performance Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-26 In the world of automotive maintenance and repair, understanding electrical systems
can be a daunting task But with the right knowledge and guidance, you can unlock the secrets of
your vehicle's electrical system and gain the confidence to troubleshoot and resolve issues like a pro
**Wiring 12 Volts for Optimal Performance** is the ultimate guide to automotive electrical systems,
providing you with a comprehensive understanding of how these systems work and how to keep
them running smoothly Whether you're a seasoned mechanic or a DIY enthusiast, this book has
everything you need to know about 12-volt systems, from the basics of wiring and electrical safety to
the more advanced topics of alternators, regulators, and starters With clear and concise
explanations, detailed illustrations, and step-by-step instructions, this book will walk you through
every aspect of automotive electrical systems, including: * The different components of a 12-volt
system and how they work together * How to properly wire and connect electrical components * The
importance of fuses and circuit breakers and how to choose the right ones * How to troubleshoot
and repair common electrical problems * How to maintain your vehicle's electrical system for
optimal performance Whether you're looking to save money on car repairs, diagnose and fix
electrical issues yourself, or simply learn more about your vehicle, **Wiring 12 Volts for Optimal
Performance** is the perfect resource for anyone who wants to take control of their vehicle's
electrical system and keep it running at its best If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  wiring a volt gauge: Black & Decker Complete Guide to Wiring, 6th Edition Editors of Cool
Springs Press, 2014-05-15 DIVThe best DIY wiring book on the market . . . six times
over./divDIV/divDIVBlack & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring has led the pack as the United
Statesâ€™ best-selling consumer wiring book for more than a decade now, with previous editions
selling over one million copies collectively. Simply put, you wonâ€™t find a more complete and
up-to-date book on home wiring: from basic skillsâ€”including an overview of electricity and wiring



safety; wire, cable, and conduits; boxes and panels; switches; and receptaclesâ€”to foolproof circuit
maps for 30 common wiring set-ups and step-by-step walkthroughs of every essential home wiring
and electrical repair project, this book teaches you everything you need to know. Now in its sixth
edition, it has most importantly been updated to comply with 2014â€“2017 National Electric Codes,
but in addition, nearly 1,000 accompanying photos offer up-to-date depictions of modern materials
and fixtures. Complete with the most current wiring information available today, and presented in
our long-renowned, fully illustrated how-to format, Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring
(6th Edition) guarantees youâ€™ll never be caught in the dark./div
  wiring a volt gauge: Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring, Updated 9th
Edition Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2025-06-24 For over 15 years, BLACK+DECKER The
Complete Guide to Wiring has been the best-selling home wiring manual in North America. With this
updated 9th edition, get the clearest, most up-to-date advice available. As the most current wiring
book on the market, you can be confident that your projects will meet national wiring codes. You’ll
also spend more time on your project and less time scratching your head thanks to more than 750
clear color photos and over 50 diagrams that show you exactly what you need to know about home
electrical service; all the most common circuits, all the most-needed techniques, all the most
essential tools and materials. Chapters include: Working Safely with Wiring Wire, Cable & Conduit
Boxes & Panels Switches (including wall switches and specialty switches) Receptacles Preliminary
Work (planning your project, highlights of the National Electrical Code, and more) Circuit Maps
Common Wiring Projects (whole-house surge arrestors, underfloor radiant heat systems, doorbells,
backup power supply, and many more) Repair Projects (light fixtures, ceiling fans, lamp sockets,
plugs and cords, and more) The information in this book has been created and reviewed by
professional electricians under the watchful eye of the experts at BLACK+DECKER. You can find
plenty of articles and videos about wiring online or in other publications, but only The Complete
Guide to Wiring has passed the rigorous test to make it part of the best DIY series from the brand
you trust.
  wiring a volt gauge: HomeSkills: Wiring Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2013-08 HomeSkills:
Wiring takes a skills-based approach to electrical work, familiarizing you with each step along the
way so you can conquer your home's electrical projects safely and efficiently--without paying a
premium for it.
  wiring a volt gauge: Manuals Combined: M998 Army HMMWV HUMMER HUMVEE Repair
Operator Parts Technical Publication , Over 12,000 total pages! Just a SAMPLE of included public
domain U.S Army, Marine Corps (USMC) and Air Force Technical Manuals: TECHNICAL MANUAL
TRUCK, UTILITY: CARGO/TROOP CARRIER, 1-1/4 TON, 4X4, M998 1090 pages - TECHNICAL
MANUAL ENGINE, DIESEL: DDA MODEL 6.2 LITER 266 pages - HAND RECEIPT TRUCK, UTILITY:
CARGO/TROOP CARRIER, 1-1/4 TON, 4X4, 20 pages - OPERATOR?S MANUAL TRUCK, UTILITY:
CARGO/TROOP CARRIER, 1-1/4 TON, 4X4, M998 403 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL ENGINE,
DIESEL: DDA MODEL 6.2 LITER 133 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL TRANSPORTABILITY
GUIDANCE M998 SERIES 44 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL UNIT MAINTENANCE M998, M1038,
M966, M1045, M1046, M1025, M1026, M1043, M1043A2, M1045A1, M966A1, M1097A2, M1038A1,
M998A1, M1043A1, M1044, M1044A1, M996A1 1151 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL Volume No. 1
883 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL Volume No. 2 944 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL ELECTRIC
ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEM 353 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL TRAILER, CARGO: 2040 POUNDS,
2-WHEEL M1101 319 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL VOLUME NO. 2 969 pages - TECHNICAL
MANUAL VOLUME NO. 1 908 pages OPERATOR?S MANUAL TRUCK, UTlUTk S250 SHELTER
CARRIER, 4X4, Ml 113 286 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL TRUCK, UTILITY: 5250 SHELTER
CARRIER, 4X4, Ml 113 Volume No. 2 1276 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL TRUCK, UTILITY: 5250
SHELTER CARRIER, 4X4, Ml 113 Volume No. 1 1206 pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL 4X4, Ml 113
879 pages LUBRICATION ORDER 1-1/4-TON, 4X4, M998, M1038, M966, M1036, M1045, M1046,
M1025, M1026, M1043, M1044, M1037, M1042, M996, M997, M1035 14 pages.
  wiring a volt gauge: Chevelle Restoration and Authenticity Guide 1970-1972 Dale



McIntosh, Rick Nelson, 2019-03-21 The high-water mark of the muscle car era is usually credited as
1970, and for good reason; Chevrolet was now stuffing high-powered 454 engines into Chevelles.
Adding a larger displacement above the still-available 396 (402) offered buyers the option to order
the most powerful production car of that era. The 1970-1972 Chevelles remain the most collectible
of the model to this day. Author and historian Dale McIntosh pairs with restoration expert Rick
Nelson to provide this bible of authenticity on the legendary 1970, 1971, and 1972 Chevelle models.
Everything about restoring your Chevelle back to bone-stock is covered meticulously, including
step-by-step instructions for chassis and interior restoration. Understanding date variances on parts
applicable to the build date of your Chevelle is vital to a factory-correct restoration, and including
them in this book provides a depth of coverage on these cars that is unequaled. Restoring a
1970-1972 Chevelle back to concours correct takes a certain amount of expertise. Thankfully, Rick
and Dale have done a lot of the heavy lifting on the research side. With this authenticity guide, you
can be confident that you have all the correct components and options accurately and expertly
represented for your stock restoration. These fine details put the Chevelle Restoration and
Authenticity Guide 1970-1972 a cut above the rest.
  wiring a volt gauge: Humvee HMMV M998 series Technical Manual Unit Maintenance For
Brian Greul, 2021-01-17 The M998 HMMV (High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle) was
introduced in 1983 to replace the ubiquitous M151 commonly called a Jeep. The HMMV will be
replaced by the JLTV with the first fieldings beginning in 2019 for the US Military. This manual is a
reprint of the official manual.
  wiring a volt gauge: Principles of Home Inspection: Systems & standards Carson Dunlop,
2003 This introductory overview of the major home systems gives students a solid foundation for
beginning a career in home inspection. This comprehensive text gets students out into the field
quickly while serving as a springboard for the 13 advanced electives in the Principles line. Systems
& Standards focuses on system and component problems, their practical implications, and
inspections strategies for finding them. No other single volume offers both the breadth and depth of
this introduction.
  wiring a volt gauge: How to Chop Tops Tony Thacker, 2024-11-15 Learn how to chop tops with
advice from the experts! Today, the purpose of a chopped top on a hot rod is mostly to make a visual
statement, but that wasn’t always the case. In the late 1930s, roadsters were considered to be real
hot rods, while sedans and coupes were not considered to be race cars. Over time, sanctioning
bodies began to accept sedans and coupes as race cars, which created the need for chopping tops.
When competing in dry-lakes racing, the tall birdcages of cars that had not been chopped created an
excessive amount of aerodynamic drag. Chopping the top increased the aerodynamic efficiency to
the point that the coupes were competitive with the roadsters. Tops aren’t often chopped for those
reasons today. However, when viewing the works of art that have been created by the best chopping
masters, it’s clear that enhanced aesthetics is the only reason that is needed. Chopping a top may
seem simple at first (especially if you think that old tops are mostly square), but it is not. The
process of chopping a top severely alters the angles of the A-pillars, the intersections where metal
meets at the C-pillars, and the rake and fitment of the glass. In How to Chop Tops, hot rod expert
and historian Tony Thacker takes you through the process of chopping a top. Individual chapters
feature a variety of chops that have been performed by the industry’s most talented fabricators. The
most popular candidates for this modification are covered, including Ford Model As, Model Ts, 1932
3-window and 5-window coupes, 1933s, 1934s, and Shoeboxes. Featured industry experts include
Rick Lefever, Evin and Justin Veazie, the Kennedy Brothers, Bobby Walden, Troy Ladd’s Hollywood
Hot Rods, Rolling Bones, Roy Brizio, Cornfield Customs, Max Grundy, and more. Whether you want
to give chopping a try or you just want to see how it’s done before hiring a professional, this book is
a valuable addition to your library.
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